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LETTER.  OltPrlfoiXS 

Ms.  tytBAs.  London, 


cjSacjiejiKifo^MPRESSIONS  ex 
A cited  by  difiant  ob- 
I ^ je6is  are  rarely 
? pswerful  or  per- 
^ ¥ maiientj  the  rc- 

newal  of  them  is 
Slot  courted,  when  they  convey  no 
pleating  gratification^  no  feenes 
that  recall  delightful  recollcdtion  5 
but,  on  the  tonttary,  oblivion  of 
them  is  fought,  becaufe  they  occa- 
iion  painful  and  too  often  unavailing 
Sympathy,  if  the  mind  turn  from 
tke  contemplation  of  want  com- 
bined with  difeafe,  it  revolts  at  the 
snore  complicated  date  of  thefe 
xendered  more«liftreffing  under  con- 
finement in  forae  dark  and  damp 
chamber  of  a miferable  prifon. 

Some  there  are  of  the  children  of 
snen,  who  feem  to  rife  above  the 
common  level  of  their  contempora-' 
xies.  Infpired  with  a warm  and  grate- 
lul  fenfe  of  the  independence  and? 
bleffings  they  enjoy^  and  fpurning 
the  indulgences  of  eafe  and  luxury  | 
devote  fortune^  time,  health,  and 
life  itfclf,  to  foften  the  avenues 
that  lead  to  the  di  ft  refs  of  others  j 
and  whofe  luxury  confifts  in  com- 
forting the  friendlefs,  and  allevi- 
ating or  removing  human  misfor- 
tunes and  miferies.  Such  was  an 
Howard  5 and  fach  now  is  a Neild. 
Honoured  as  I was  with  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  former,  I cannot 
iefs  highly  eftimate  the  friendlhip 
of  the  latter,  who,  to  other  obli- 
gations, has  conferred  that  of  his 
correfpondence. 

Scarcely  had  he  remov-edJa'om  a 
dangerous  illncfs,  when  he  refolved 
on  a new  tour  of  philanthropy  3 and 
if  a page  might  be  allowed  to  his 
interefting  communications,  the 
gratitude  of  the  pubfick  would  be 
excited,  and  the  amities  afid  bene- 
volences of  the  humane  mind 
might  be  dire6ted  to  the  means  ©f 
doing  good,  and  to  acquire  the  moft 


inftant,  and  my  time  has  been  plea- 
fingly  employed  in  viewing  here  many 
ufeful  and  humane  inllitiitions.  One 
of  thefe,  for  the  indigent  and  blind, 
is,  I believe,  fuperior  to  any  of  the 
kind  in  this  kingdom,  and  from  which 
all  others  have  derived  their  origin. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  a 
concurrence  of  circumllances  haS  ope- 
rated to  prevent  any  improvement  in 
their  prifons,  which  you  know  are 
the  more  immediate  obje6ls  of  my  en- 
quiries. 

The  New  Gaol,  which  has  been 
built  fome  years,  and  when  it  ftiall  be 
bnifhed  would  be  capable  of  receiving 
400  prifoners,  befides  poftelTing  conve- 
nient offices  for  the  gaoler  and  his  ter- 
vants,  and  a very  large  portion 
apart  for  workffiops ; was  during  the 
late  warlett  to  Government  for  the  re- 
ception of  French  prifoners.  Thefe, 
during  their  confinement,  had  com- 
mitted fuch  Avilful  and  wanton  dilapi- 
dations, that  I do  not  think  it  can  be 
made  habitable  in  twelve  months,  and 
at  a lefs  expence  than  20001. 

I will,  however,  now  proceed  to 
deferibe  to  you  the  real  ftate  of  their 
prefent  places  of  confinement. 

Liverpool  Borough  Gaol.  Edward 
Frodftiam,  keeper;  falary  I30l.  ; fees 
4s.;  Garniffi,  debtors,  4s.  6'd.  Chaplain, 
Kev.  George  Monk  ; falary  3ll.  10s. 
Surgeon  from  the  difpenfary  when 
wanted. 

Prifoners.— Debtors  7I ; felons,  &c. 
S8.  Allowance  a threepenny  loaf  a 
day,  and  a dinner  from  the  Mayor  on 
Chriftmas  day. 

Remarks.  This  prifon,  at  the  bottom 
of  Water-ftreet,  was  formerly  part  of 
Sin'dld  tower.  Contains  court  yard,  20 
yards  by  10,  paved  with  brick,  well 
lupplied  with  water,  and  two  necefla- 
fies  appertaining  to  it.  All  deferiptions 
of  prifoners,  young  and  old,  debtors 
and  felons,  men  and  women,  mix  pro- 
mifcuoully  together.  For  criminals 
there  are  feven  clofe  dungeons,  in  a paf- 
iage  11  feet  wide,  10  fteps  under 
ground  ; each  6§  ft.  by  5 ft.  9 inches, 
and  6 ft,  high  ; lighted  and  ventilated  by 
apertures  in  the  door,  eleven  inches  by 
iix.  Four  prifoners  are  locked  up  in 


It  • 


elevated  fentiments  in  exerciftng  of  of  thefe  dungeons,  and 

thofe  means  which  Sympathy,  vir-  ; 
tue,  and  opulence,  point  out. 

John  Co^kley  Lettsom. 


three  in  each  of  the 
night.  Adjoining,  there  is  another 
dungeon,  which  is  larger*  with  an  iron-^ 
grated  window  to  the  ftreet  ; 1 2 crimU 
nals  are  confined  in  it.  The  gaoler 
told  me  this  dungeon  was  not  fecure, 
and  therefore  it  was  principally  made 
ufe  of  for  defertets,  and  that  he  had 
foraetimes  40  confined  in  it  for  four 
days.  One  *fmall  roonl  for  the  fick» 
Poor  debtors  are  lodged  ill  one  of  the 
towers  on  ftraw,  on  the  floor.  Thofe 
who  can  pay  for  beds  drie  Ihilling  psr 
week  each,  if  two  lie  together,  are  fur- 
hilhed  by  the  gaoler  with  rooms  in  the 
other  tower.  This  prifon  is  fo  filr- 
rounded  byoldbuildingscalled  theTower 
Garden,  that  without  ptilling  then! 
down  it  cannot  be  made  healthy  and 
convenient.  The  whole  prifon  is  filthy 
in  the  extreme ; nor  is  it  to  be  won- 
dered at,  when  a large  dunghill,  with 
ducks,  poultry,  &c.  are  fufi'ered  in  the 
court.  From  the  licentious  intercourle 
of  the  fexes  which  I had  obferved  on. 
my  feveral  vifits,  1 imagined  little  at- 
tention was  paid  to  the  chaplain,  and 
therefore  requefted  two  of  the  magifi- 
trates  to  accompany  me  to  the  chapel 
(taking  care  no  previous  notice  of  our 
intentions  fhould  reach  the  prifon), 
when,  out  of  IO9  prhbners,  only 
attended  dit^ine  fervice ! 

Lit'erpool  Bridewell. 

..  (Built  as  a magazine  for  the  Fort.) 
Robert  Walton,  keeper;  falary  one 
guinea  per  week.  No  fees;  no  chap- 
lain. Allowance  three  pence  a day. 
No  garniflt.  Number  of  prifoners* 
lltliOcl.  1802,  men  25,  women  3.  , 

Remarks.  I'wo  very  damp,  offenfive 
dungeons,  eight  fieps  under  ground  ; 
the  one  1 S'"  feet  by  12,  the  other  12 
feet  by  lighted,  and  each  ventilated 
by  an  iron  bar-grated  window.  No 
firaw,  bedhead,  ot  bedding,  of  any 
kind.  Above  flairs,  two  rooms  ; one  13 
feet  by  10,  the  other  10  feet  by  9,  and 
fix  feet  high.  Adjoining  to  thefe  are 
two  cells,  totally  dark,  and  without 
ventilation,  5 feet  by  3,  and  fifeet  high. 
The  Corporation  allow  fire.  No  em- 
ploy-—No  court  yard — No  water  accef* 
fible  to  prifoners. 

The  Hnuf'e  of  CofreBion,  built  in 
]776»  13  much  improved  fince  my  for- 
mer vifit.  The  wanton  feveriLy  of  the 
ducking  Jiool'^y  ufed  upon  a woman’s 
firfi  adinilfion,  is  now  difcontinueci 
(it  was  formerly  the  punifhment  in  al- 
inoh  every  country  town  in  Chefliire 


and  Lanchafliire,  for  I'colds  and  brawl- 
^ing  women)  ; but  the  whipping-poft 
for  females  is  the  pump  in  the  men’s 
court;  and  this  difoipline  hill  continues, 
though  not  infli6led  weekly-  1 he  pri- 
fon is  kept  very  clean  by  the  matron, 
Jane  Widdnwes  ; falary  63i.  t 

Tlat  Work,  or  Poor  Iwnfe,  which  is 
near  this  prilon,  is  upon  a very  exten- 
five  fcale;  there  are  7OO  perfons  in  it ; 
and  the  management  does  honour  to 
the  gentlemen  concerned.  In  the  fe- 
male department,  the  children  are  to- 
lerably well  taught  to  read  and  fpell  ; 
but  in  the  pin  manufactory,  where  42 
children  (chiefly  boys)  are  employed, 
there  is  not  one  who  can  read,  though, 
fome  of  them  are  tw^elve  vears  old,  and 
have  been  here  fix  years.  They  work  13 
hoars  a day,  and,  from  the  numbers 
who  had  fore  eyes,  I am  convinced 
that  it  is  a very  injurious  and  improper 
employment  for  children.  At  Man- 
chefler  there  was  a manufactory  of  this 
fiind,  and  32  children  were  employed  in 
pin-head  making,  almofi  every  one  had 
fore  eyes  ; and  the  fchool mailer  was 
more  negligent  here  than  at  Liverpool, 
for  not  one  of  thefe  could  fpell  a word 
of  two  fyllables.  The  gentlemen  hu- 
manely refolved  to  difeontinue  the  ma- 
nufactory ; and  I had  the  pleafure  of 
reading  a minute  to  that  effeCt  in  the 
book,  and  likewife  to  hear  (after  my 
departure)  that  my  remarks  were  well 
received,  and  would  be  attended  to. 

I am  juft  felting  out  for  Chefter  ; from 
which  place  you  will  hear  again  from, 
dear  Sir,  yours  moft  fmcerely, 

James  Neild. 

P.  S.  On  my  arrival  in  town,  I re- 
ceived a letter,  informing  me  that  the 
pin  manufactory  was  totally  difeon- 
tinued  at  Manchefter. 

To  DoBor  Lctifom." 

^ What  1 have  called  a Pucking-Jiool  is^ 
in  Cbelhire,  called  a Cooking-fool.  It  is  a 
ftandard  fixed  at  the  entrance  of  a pond; 
to  this  is  attached  a long  pole,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  which  is  fattened  a chair.  In 
this  the  woman  is  placed,  and  undergoes  n 
thorough  ducking,  thrice  repeated.  Such 
an  one,  within  the  memory  of  perfons  now 
living,  w'as  in  the  great  refervoir  in  the 
Green  Park. 

t The  allowance  in  this  prifon  is  a two- 
penny-loaf,  2 lb.  of  potatoes,  and  fait,  daily* 
No  chaplain  or  any  religious  attention 
whatfoever.  Prifoners,  57  wemen, 
jnneti  and  boys. 
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LETTER  II.  ON  PRISONS. 

Mr.  Urban/  Jan.  2. 

O •' fads  are  eftab- 
^ li filed  upon  more 
% N ^ indubitable  experi- 
\ enee,  than  that 
^ ventilation  and 

■!*ff cleanlincfs  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  prefervation  of  health  5 
to  which  may  be  added  a proper 
degree  of  exerclfe.  But  as  the  en- 
joyment of  the  laft  is  rarely  within 
the  reach  of  the  prifoner,  more  at- 
tention is  due  to  the  acquifition  of 
ithe  two  former ; and^  happily  for 
ithe  poor  objeds  of  confnement, 
ifome  of  the  modern  ftrudures  are 
jjadicioufly  formed  to  promote 
!them  j whilft  it  is  more  generally 
’to  be  lamented,  that  moil  of  the 
•old  prifons,  and  particularly  the 
Torough  ones,  are  defedive  in 
J'thefe  material  comforts.  They 
I were,  however,  objeds  of  the  firR 
I enquiry  with  the  celebrated  How- 
ARD3  and  the  fame  fentiments  influ- 
ence his  fucceflbr  in  the  walk  of 
benevolence,  whofe  letter  I lhall 
take  the  liberty  of  introducing  here, 

, and  which  evinces  how  trivial  are 
the  improvements  in  ■ the  Rate  of 
many  of  our  prifons  fince  the  pe- 
riod when  Howard  publiihed  his 
Views  of  Beneflccnce  read  in- 
deed by  many,  adopted  but  by  few. 

The  exertions  of  Howard  once 
roufed  the  attention  of-thc  Legiila- 
ture  5 and,  in  1774,  a Bill  was 
palled  by  Parliament,  containing 
many  judicious  claufes  fuggefted 
by  this  celebrated  Philanthropifl, 
aided  by  the  fagacity  of  a Fotiirr- 
GiLL.  The  heads  of  this  Bill  I in- 
ferred in  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
dne  in  the  fame  year;  and  then 


obferved  that  it  wifely  inculcates 
cleanlinefs. 

“ The  feveral  ju dices  of  the  peace 
are  authorized  and  required  to  order 
the  walls  and  cielings  of  the  I'everni 
cells  and  wards,  both  of  the  debtors 
and  felons,  and  alfo  of  any  other  rooms 
tiled  by  the  prifoners  in  their  refpeflive 
gaols,  and  prifons,  where  felons  are 
u fuallv  confined,  to  be  Icraped  and 
white- wafhed  once  in  the  vear  at  lead  ; 
to  be  regularly  waflted  and  kept  clean, 
and  condaiitly  fuppiied  with  frefli  air, 
by  means  of  hand  ventilators  or  other- 
wife  ; to  order  two  rooms  in  each  gaol 
or  prifon,  one  for  the  men,  and  the 
other  for  the  women,  to  be  fet  apart 
for  the  dek  prifoners  ; dire6ting  them 
to  be  removed  into  fuch  rooms  as  fooii 
as  they  fltall  be  feized  with  any  diforder, 
and  kept  feparate  from  thofe  who  dial! 
1)6  in  health  ; to  order  a warm  and  cold 
hath,  or  commodious  bathing-tubs,  to 
be  provided  in  each  gaol  or  prifon,  and 
to  dire6l  the  pridaruTs  to  be  walked  in 
fuch  warm  or  cold  baths,  or  ha  thine;- 
tubs,  according  to  the  condition  in 
which  they  fliall  be  at  the  time,  he- 
fore  they  are  fide  red  to  go  out  of  fiich 
gaols  or  prifons  upon  any  occafiou 
whatever.” 

So  foreign  is  the  oeconomy  of 
prif)ns  from  encourngiiig  the  ac- 
quifltion  of  water,  and  much  lefs 
of  any  fpecies  of  baths,  for  preferv- 
ing  and  promoting  the  health  and 
comforts  of  the  prifoners  ; that  tliis 
falutary  article  islcarcely  known  but 
on  the  floori  ng  of  their  dangt'ons,  atid 
that  in  a flagnant  Rate.  Howard 
never  approached  a prTon  without 
enquiring,  Is  it  well  fuppiied 
with  good  water.^”  He  informed 
me  of  ail  anecdote,  in  forae  mealure 
connedled  with  this  idea.  He  went 
to  Litchfield,  with  the  view  of  ex-* 
aminitig  the  prifon  there;  but  pre- 

viouiiy 


4 ' Mr,  Neild’s  Remarks  on 

vioufl/ prefcnted  liitYifcH'  at  the  ha- 
bitation, of  the  Rev.  jM'r,  Seward, 
lb  whom  was  theai  a ftranger. 
‘fhe  celebrated.  Poetefs,  the  amiable 
daughter  f^f  the  Clergy-man,  re- 
vzcivcd  the  vifitor  till  the  return  of 
tier  woi  thy  parent,  who  had  taken 
an  excurhon  into  the  city.  Intel- 
ligent minds  ibon  coalcfcc  in  ra- 
tional  converl'bion ; and  the  in- 
quirie.s  of  Hovvakd  v.'ere  fo  ajqiro- 
piiate  and  minute  respecting  the 
prifon,  and  partii'ularly  a.s  to  the 
bonvfsnienc'c  oi  water,  that  the  lady, 
foon  fiiipedting  the  character  of  this 
illufirious  vilitor,  quickly  atked, 

Are  ye)U  not  hir,  Howaud,  to 
^'.■honl  ].  have  the  honour  of  addreii- 
ing  rqvfelf 

‘Under  all  the  horrors  of  imprlfcm- 
inent  by  day,  wliere  light  and  air, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  moil  ferocious 
.animals,  are  nearly  excluded  from 
the  dungeon  of  the  p-iifoners,  Hu- 
manity indulges  the  hope,  that  night 
at  lead  might  afford  him  the  balm 
of  deep  j but,  alas ! it  is  too  often 
the  odour  of  flagnant  water  over 
which  lie  repolbs,  and  breathes  its 
injurious  exhalation,  inftead  of  en- 
joying 

“ Stef;',  tiiat  knits  up  the  revull’J  lleeve  of 
cars,  [batli, 

The  birtli  of  each  d.Ty’s  life,  fore  labour’s 
B.ilai  of  lui'  t niir,<fs,  g-eat  Katui e’s  fecoiad 
‘ courle, 

Chief  Nouriitier  in  life’s  feafl=^-.” 

But  Howard  never  imagined 
what  the  pervading  eye  of  NEir.b 
deledetj,  that  the  couch -of  a pri- 
fouer  Ihouid  be  moillcned  with  the 
depth  of  twelve  inchds  of  foul  wa- 
ter, whiift  the  prilbn  was  denied 
the  polfedion  of  this  neceifary  fluid 
in  its  pure  date.  J.  C.  L.ettsom. 

' • ^fl.vihro()k  Court,  London. 

i')EAR§iR,  Ckrfter,  Od?  2g,  i8c2. 

I have  been  at  this  place  a weekj 
and  having  now  dnilhed  my  iii- 
fpebdon  of  the  public  buildings,  I 
have  leifure  to  fend  you  an  account 
bf  its  prifons.  I llialh  begin  with 
Lhr  Cuftle, — tlm  architect,  Mr. 

Dlarrifoii":  It  is,  I am  informed, 
4- ^ 

t>  r 

. 'i'  SU-ikhtCi’acy  i'd.rcbsU). 


the  Gaols  at  Chefter. 

one.  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  Greciar; 
architeblure in  this  kingdom.  Tha 
grandeur  of  the  delign,  the  ele-: 
gance  of  its  appearance,  being  aJj 
of  white  done,  and  the  convenience 
witli  -wdiich  every  part  is  con- 
druded,  renders  it  equal  to  any 
gab)  in  the  kingdom  5 but,  in  ordCi- 
to  convey  to  you  fome  idea  of  it,  1 
will  endeavour,  as  well  as  I can,  tc 
give  a defeription  of  it.  The  fronn 
is  about  looyai'ds,  in  the  centre  ol 
which  ftands  the  county  hall  be- 
fore it,  there  is  a colonade  projed- 
ing  about  five  yards,  compofed  ol 
j 2 folid  pillars,  dx  in  a row,  each: 
2 1 feet  long  without  a joint.  The 
court  itfelf  is  half  a circle,  round 
which  there  are  12  other  folid  pil- 
lars of  j 8 feet  long  ; on  thefe  refli 
the  done  beams  which  fupport  the? 
roof.  The  court  is  well  calculated! 
for  feeing  and  hearing,  as  the  peo- 
ple dand  upon  circular  done-depsi 
a foot  and  a half  broad,  raifed  fix. 
inches  one  above  the  other. 

From  the  prifoners’  bar  there  is: 
a private  padage  into  the  gaol,  toi 
bring  them  through  into  court.  On 
the  left  of  the  hall  is  the  entrance 
to  the  gaol  and  the  turnkey’s  lodge. 
iVfter  pading  the  veflibule  is  the  1 
debtors’  yard,  which  is  both  fpa-i 
cions  and  airy,  and  overlooks  a ' 
large  trad  of  country.  The  ehtipel 
is  a neat  little  building,  ornamented 
with  feven  folid  pillars  18  feet  long; 
the  prifoners  are  properly  feparatedj 
attentive,  and  well  behaved  j not 
one  ablent  from  divine  fervice  when 
1 was  there.  Prayers  are  read  three 
times  a week,  and  a fernvon  on  1 
Sundays.  Every  felon  is  obliged 
to  wadi  himfelf  before  breakfad. 
An  excellent  warm  and  cold  bath-. 
The  humanity  and  politencfs  of 
the  gaoler  endears  him  to  all  the 
prifoners  5 and  fatisfadion  is  vidbly 
demondrated  in  every  countenance. 
Tcannothelp  here  paying  a tribute 
of  refped^  to  that  excellent  and  ac- 
tive magidrate  the  Rev.  Peploe 
Ward,  to  whofe  unremitting  at- 
tentions this  gaol  is  arrived  to  an 
enviable  date  of  maturity.  There  is 
in  it  a regular  dioc- maker’s  diopj  a 
■.  ■ .u  ■ u weavings 
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weaving-  lliop  ] and  three  t]iinning  the  mayor  went  do\yn  to  the  bot- 
jennics.  This  worth)"  1])ivine  omits  tom  ftep  : the  water  prevented  his 
nothing  to  the  eftablilhinent  of  dif-  going  farther.  I told  tlrom  that 
ferent  employments,  in  hopes  of  the  dungeon  had  been  lowered  hnce 
promoting  indullry  within  the  my  former  viiit,  and  that  I had 
dreary  walls  of  a prifon.  There  Is  a knoum  four  prifoners  to  have  been 
book  where  donations  are  entered  5 locked  up  there  when  the  water  was 
by  whom  given,  and  how  applied  j 14  inches  deep  in  it.  The  women 
and  another  for  the  reports  of  the  felons  lie  up  flairs,  in  a room  called 
vifiting  raagiflrates  and  phyficians.  the  upper  dungeon,  which  is  totally 
I mufl  now  draw  your  attention  dark,  haying  neither  light  nor  ven- 
to  a more  gloomy  pi6lure,  in  pre-  tilation  wliatevei',  except  what  it 
fenting  to  you  the  ftate  (of  the  two  received  from  an  iron-grated  aper* 
city  prifons  5 which,  1 am  forry  to  ture  in  the  door  (14  inches  by  y)„ 
fay,  having  received  no  improve-  which  looks  into  the  man  felons 
ment  fince  my  vifits  in  1779  room.  1 fa w fome  ftraw,  a blanket, 

1/84,  are  to  be  numbered  among  and  a rug  on  the  floor  ; but  thp 
the  very  wmrfl  in  the  kingdom.  keeper  told  me  no  perfon  flept 

Chefier  City  and  County  gaol.-^  tnere.  Another  room,  called  the 
John  Wilbraham,  keeper;  falary  condemned  room,  had  one  prifoner 
60I.  Fees,  debtors,  8s.  2d.  on  in  it.  The  fize  ij  feet  by  12;  to- 
commitment ; is.  6d.  on  difeharge,  tally  dark,  without  any  ventilation 
which  are  paid  by  the  debtor,  or  he  whatever.  Debtors  have  the  pri" 
is  detained  till  they  are  paid.  Fe-  vilege  of  w"alking  into  the  court  and 
Ions,  2S.  6d,  on  commitment.  Al-  garden,  but  not  the  felons,  on  ac- 
lowance  one  pound  of  bread  per  day.  count  of  its  being  infecure.  The 
Number  of  prifoners  : debtors  4,  chaplainofficiates  in  Little  St.John’s 
felons  4.  This  gaol,  called  the  chapel,  v,^hich  is  feparated  from 
North  Gate  prifon,  has  four  con-  the  prifon  by  a navigable  canal; 
venient  rooms  for  debtors ; to  which  over  whick  a foot  bridge  is  made 
the  keeper  furnillies'beds  at  2s.  per  for  the  purpofe  of  prifoners  attend- 
week  if  two  deep  together  ; and  ing  divine  fervice.  As  no  books 
3s.  6d.  per  week  for  a tingle  bed  ; are  kept  iri  this  gaol,  I could  not 
two  of  the  rooms  contain  two  beds  judge  of  the  medical  attention  to  it, 
each,  and  the  other  two  rooms  one  vdaich  formerly  was  fo  much  com- 
bed each.  The  felons’  day  room,  plained  of.  No  w'-ater  acceflible  to 
27  feet  by  ij,  is  over  tl-ie  toll-  the  prifoners.  The  keeper  pays 
houfe.  The  horrid  dungeon  in  rent  for  that  which  fupplies  hiji 
which  they  deep  is  14  feet  by  8,  houfe.  No  wonder  then  it  is 
and  the  defeent  by  18  deps ; if  has  dlihy  in  the  extreme.  It  being  the 
two  barrack  bedheads  with  ' ftraw,  time  when  the  mayor  is  chofen,' 
and  is  now  1 2 inches  deep  in  water,  both  the  prefent  and  the  mayor 
Totally  dark,  and  without  any  elebt,  as  well  as  the  other  city  ma- 
communication  with  the  external  humanely  accompanied  me 

■ air,'  but  from  two  leaden  pipes  laid  to  this,  as 'well  as  to  the  other  prl- 
in  from  the  gatewa)r* tibout  one  inch  fon  I am  about  to  deferibe  ; viz. 
in  diameter,  and  two  others  lately  Ckcfter  City  Bridewell.  Jonathan 
added  about  two  inches  in  diameter.  Taylor,  keeper:  Salary  g.1.  and  a 
One  perfon  only  can  go'  down  at  a licence  to  fell  beer.  Prifoners  19  ; 
time;  and  as  the'-"  ppifoner  who  rdlowance  rib.  of  bread  per  daju  In 
deeps  here  would  not  be  peirnit-  the  keeper’s  houfe  there  are  dx 
ted  to  have  a candle,  it  muft  be  rooms  tor  prifoners,  and  the  gaoler 
very  difficult  for  him  to  get  to  his  finds  them  wdth  beds  at  one  and 
bed.  The  magitlrates  politely  ac-  two  diillings  per  week.  Of  the 
companied  me  to  this  wretched  19  v/ho  were  there  yeflerday, 
place;  and  candles  being  lighted,  four  unl)^  could  pay  for  beds;  and 
S''  ’ • ■ ' 1 ■ ' "the' 
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tjie  ftraw,  from  want  of  being 
changed,  is  worn  to  diifl,  and 
fwarms  with  vermin.  Below  is  a 
w^orklhop,  and  a room  over  25  feet 
by  16,  but  no  employment  what- 
ever. No  water  acceflible  to  pri- 
soners the  keeper  pays  12s.  a year 
for  what  fupplies  his  hoipe.  Down 
ten  fteps  are  two  dungeons,  very 
damp,  dark,  and  with  mud  floors.  I 
w'as  told  no  prifoners  were  ever  put 
there  j but,  if  I may  judge  from  the 
wanton  and  excellive  feverity  I faw 
pradtifed  in  fome  other  parts  of  this 
miferable  place,  J fliould  mucji 
doubt  the  fadt.  In  the  room  called 
the  workfliop,  there  are  feveral 
leaden  weights,  marked  30,  40,  60, 
pounds,  with  a ring  and  chains  to 
each.  Thefe  are  faftened,  as  the 
keeper  pleafes,  to  the  legs  of  his 
prifoners,  fo  that  they  cannot  move 
without  carrying  the  weight ; two 
only  (whom  tl]e  keeper  faid  were 
refradtory)  were  in  this  hate  of  pu- 
nifliment.  One  man  being  heavily 
double-ironed,  I enquired  refpedt- 
ing  the  caufe,  Yhich,  the  gaoler 
faid,  was  to  prevent  his  efcape. 
This  poor  fellow  ,was  committed 
till  he  found  fecurlty  to  keep  the 
peace  towards  his  wile, who,  haviqg 
been  in  the  habits  of  pawning  his 
cloaths  (to  buy  gin),  had  at  laft 
pawned  his  breeches  3 this  fo  en- 
raged hiu},  that  he  gave  her  a 
beating.  I delired  him  to  repeat  to 
the  mayor  and  magillrates  the 
dory  he  had  related  to  me  the  day- 
before.  He  did  fo  3 when  they 
humanely  ordered  his  irons  to  be 
knocked  off,  and  he  was  releafed; 
as  were  four  other  poor  wretches, 
whofe  punilhments  feemed  to  have 
wiped  away  their  offence.^  (Imugh 
mofl  ot  the  prifoners  were  com- 
nhtted  for  J2  months  imprifon- 
ment/  '^'here  is  no  chaplain,  or 
any  Tellgious  attention  paid  to 
them,  'i’o- morrow  I let  out  for 
Wales,  though  1 fear  the  feafon  is 
too  far  advanced  to  make  much 
progrefs  there  ; but,  Ihould  I meet 
with  any  thing  particular,  and  you 
will  allow  me  to  iniburthen  my 
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mind  to  you,  another  letter  may  be 
expedted  from  your  troublefome 
correfpondent,  Jas.  Neild. 

P.S.  A letter  from  that  excellent 
magiftrate  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ward, 
dated  29  January,  1803,  mentions, 
that  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
Chefter  have  purchafed  a very  eli- 
gible piece  of  ground  to  build  3 new 
goal  on  3 open  to  the  South  and 
Weil,  and  benefited  by  the  regular 
fea  breezes. 

Since*  the  receipt  of  Dr.  Ward’s 
letter,  I have  been  informed  that 
the  building  is  begun,  and  confider- 
ably  advanced  under  the  diredtion 
of  Mr.  Harrifon;  whofe  abilities 
as  an  architedl  are  fo  confpiCuous 
in  the  cafile,  J.  N. 


Nickoi. $ Son,  Printer i, 
iUd-L  icfj  F/^t~S(reet, 
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LETTER  III.  ON  PRISONS. 

Mr.  Urban,  Feh.  2. 

“ Ttie  horrors  of  a gloomy  gaol, 

U iipitieil  anil  vinheai  d, where  Mifery  moans; 
Where  Sicknels  pines — where  thirft  and 
hunger  burn, 

And  Mlifortune  feels  thelaftiof  guilt.” 

Thomson's  Wiiit;  r. 

(Ij^c^c$oo^c$o^'-HE-  humalls  cba- 
^ ^ ' ta6ler,  however  de- 

o T ^ pr-aved  by  vice,  is 
^ rarely  become  fo 

^ obdurate  and  loft 

hature,  but 
fome  latent  Ipark  of  rrioral,life  ftill 
remains  unextinguiftied,  and  which 
may  be  revived  to  the  moral  aftion 
of  a .rational  being.  An  ofle-nder 
agalnft,  God  and  man  ftopt  in  the 
career  of  vicious  pradlices,  and  ex- 
tricated 'from  the  fociety^-and  ex- 
amples of  his  wicked"  afibciates,  by 
confinement  in  - a prifon,  feems 
placed  in  afituatibn  which  affords  an 
opportunity  of  calm  reftedlion,  and 
might  excite  feeling^  of  contrition, 
and  relblutions  of  reformtation. 
Thus  placed  under  falutary  re- 
ftraint,  with  fymptoms,  however 
faint,  of  repentance,  the  heart  is 
in  fome  meafure  prepared!-  to  re- 
ceive the  feeds  of  inftrudtion,  and 
to  form  refolutions  to  oppofe  future 
temptations.  But,  alas  ! where  is 
this  pious  counfellor  to  be  found  ? 
not  in  the  manlions  of  repentant 
mifery  ; not  in  the  dungeons  of 
forlorn  man.  For  months,  and 
even  for  years,  not  a fingle  clergy- 
man or  pallor,  and  indeed  fcarcely 


a fingle  friend  of  humanity,  viliti 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  to  offer  one 
ray  of  comfort  to  fallen  man,  and 
encourage  the  hope  of  redemption 
to  the  repenting  linner.  Let  us  for 
a moment  contemplate  the  reverfe  : 
he  is  promifcuoufly  thrown  among 
other  outcafts  of  fociety  like  him- 
felf,  their  moral  and  religious  in- 
ftrudtion  negledled,  and  their  refor-* 
mat  ion  refigned  to  the  operation 
of  the  bitter  pangs  refulting  from 
coniinement  and  negledl ; whilft 
feverity  on  the  one  hand  excites  re- 
fentment  and  malice;  and  example 
^on  the  other  confirms  obduracy  and 
irreligi-on. 

.On  this  fubiefl:  my  refpedfable 
friepd,  in  ohe  of  his  letters,  ohferves; 
“ -On  my  vifit  tokhe  prifon  at  Bath  * 
on  the  22d  of  December  1801,  the 
keeper  told  me,  that  it  was  more  than 
two  years  fince  divine  fervice  had 
been  performed  there ; and,  on  06t. 
5,  1803,  I found  it  in  the  fame  Rate 
of  neglect.  How  painful  muft  be 
the  refledlion,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  Bath  is  reforted  to  by  clergy- 
men of  all  denominations ! Of  Pre- 
lates and  Minifters,  many  frequent 
this  place  of  gaiety  and  diffipationj 
but  not  one  good  Samaritan  pours 
the  balm  of  comfort  into  the  affli(Red 
foul. 

At  Monmouth^  I came  with 
another  gentleman  into  chapel  juft 
as  fervice  began;  we  flood  outoffight; 
and  after  the  duty  was  over*!  took  the 
liberty  of  reprefenting  to  the  Clergy- 
man, that  I had  never  Before  heard 


* “ Ttie  12  cells  in  which  felons  are  confineii  are  in  a double  range,  wiili  a fire  place 
in  each,  and  draw  on  a boarded  floor;  round  die  cells  is  a done  luboy  for  the  .prifnnera 
to  take  die  air.  The  whole  are  very  properly  built  on  arches,  by  which  they  fe- 
cured  from  the  floods.  I found,  by  the  maiks  on  the  wall,  the  water  had  beep, four  feet 
high  in  the  fmall  furrounding  court,  the  boundary  w.dl  of  wliich,  I was  foi’i  y to  obferve, 
had  been  laifsd  flx  feet  flnee  my  Yifif,  the  zzd  December;  i8ot,” 


divine 
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divine rerviceibcavelefslyperformed;  the  depraved  to  think  that  he  is 


that  the  criminals,  13  in  number, 
mull  have  formed  a llrange  notion 
of  that  religion,  the  mini  her  of 
•which  Otould  have  officiated  booted 
and  fpurred,  and  without  his  gown. 
He  was  dirpletiled  at  my  obferva- 
tions  5 and,  after  my  requell  to  fee 
his  book,  to  alcertain  how  often  he 
performed  divine  fervice,  l^e  re- 
plied, Wiienever  it  is  neceffary  : 
I keep  no  account  !” 

Let  it,  however,  be  recorded, 
that  the  piety  of  manyoftheCiergy  is 
duly  exercifed  in  conveying  to  the 
prilbner  the  comforts  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  in  enforcrog  upon  their  minds 
their  moral  and  religions  obligations 
towards  their  Creator  and  their 
feliotv  d'catnre.s. 

Pallors ! remember  that  your  Di- 
vine Mallerenjoinsthe  vihting  of  the 
prifoner  ; and  his.  laft  glorious  acf 
of  humanity  was  vouchfafed  to.  a 
inalefadlor  and  convidl. 

Magitlrates ! if  yon  expeft  con- 
fmenicnt  Ihould  prove  conducive  to 
the  retbrmalion  of  otfenders,  i:i 
vain  will  prove  the  refnlt  of  every^ 
rcflraint, , unlefs  you  reltraln  the 
vicious  ..pafiions  of  the  n)ind. 
rfervt  the  prifoner  as  a fellow-erea- 
tufe,  .deoraved  and  fallen  indeed  as 
he  may  be  from  his  original  llaie. 
With  th<?>  confolations  of  merc'v, 
unite  the  piety  ot  religions  infrruc- 
tion-;-  by  giving  due  encourage- 
ment to  pallors,  vvhiKl  you  ibper- 
intend  thu  faintary  adminiltration 
of  juftice,  call  a meek  but  pt  rva- 
dino-  e;ve  over  that  of  religions  in- 
iiruCtlon  ! 

May  1 prefume  to  fuggell  the 
propriety  of  perfonal  and  domici- 
liary vitits,  without  apprizing  the 
gaoler  of  your  intentions,  .that  yon 
may  fee,  feel,  and  judge  your- 
fclves,  with  that  clearnufs  and  juf- 
tice which  becomes  vodh  magifte-'" 
rial  funclions  ? You  will  be  eiiabledi 
to  diferiminate  their  different  cha- 
racter and  cUfpofition  j to  eeul'ure 
where  proper,  to  encourage  \vhen 
merited,  to  fugged  improvements 
and  comforts  where  reqivilite,  to 
raile  the  repentant  to  hope,  and' 


dill  a man  and  a fellow  creature. 

Independently  of  your  perfonal 
vidt,  •might  it  not  be  advifeable  to 
order  tjie  gaolers  to  give  weekly  or 
moiitlily  returns  .of  the  prifon.s  and 
priflyner.s  y their  general  demea- 
nonr  (heir  ,attenlion  to  religions 
.ddt.ies  ; and  their  difpodtion  to 
’ habits  of  indudry 

Under  the  fnperintendance  of 
the^^hadprs  or  Clergymen,  fmall 
hocks  of  indrndlioii  might  be  ditlri- 
buted;  Xo  improve  the  moments  of 
leifnre  of  fuglv  prilbners  as  arc  ca- 
pable of.  readings  and  to  thole  who 
cannot  read,,  feme  of  the  prifoners 
by  fmall  j>remiums  might  be  in- 
duced to  indrubt  the  ignorant  in 
reading  and  writing,  to  ehable 
them  at  lead  to  perufe  the  mod  fa- 
cred  of  all  books. 

By  focial  attentions,  reciprocal 
and  benevolent  fentiments  are  pro- 
moted ; a degree  of  family  love  is 
kindled;  and  by  encouragement  the 
dame  may  be  extended  to  the  com- 
.iniinity  at  large.*  And  hence  the 
mod  durable  reformation  might  re- 
lult  j not  troni  thedread  of  punidi- 
ment,  not  by  chains  of  iron,  but  by 
chains  more  binding  and  coercive, 
the  love  of  focial  order,  v irtue,  and 
religion  ; redraints  againd  vice 
more  gda.man-tine  than  iron. 

Much  to  tire  credit  of  theMagif- 

. -.1  ® 

traey,  it  mxdt  be  acknowleviged, 
that  peculiar ' attention  is  paid  by 
many  of  them  to  the  date  of  the 
prifons  under  thejr  refpeblive  ju- 
rildietions  ; and  a large  portion  ot 
their  time  is  devoted  to  tiicir  im- 
provement, and  the  due  manage- 
ment of  the  prifoners  confined 
within  them.  This  is  particnlarlv 
applicable  to  county  gaols,  fuper- 
iutended  by  judices  (jt'  the  peace, 
who  are  nfually  gentlemen  of  for- 
,t'une,  education,  and  liberality. 
The  magidrates  of  cities  and  bo- 
roughs are  more  tenacious  of  their 
privileges ; and,  a.s  they  are  raagif- 
trates  from  their  official  dtuation, 
they  have  fcarcely  time  to  become 
acojuainted  with  their  duties  and 
luinftioils'  before  tliey  are  removed, 
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land  fiicceeded  by  others ; and  thus 
year  after  year  may  elapfe,  without 
the  execution  or  perfedlion  of  any 
; great  and  durable  objedt  of  improve- 
ment. John  CoAKLEY  Lettsom. 


DearS.e,  Beaumaris, An fefia. 

bept.  20,  iboj. 

I know  not  how  I can  better 
ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity,  than 
, by  tranfmitting  any  finguiar  or  af- 
: fecting  cafe  to  you,  whofe  peii  as 
tI  well  as  profeffional  abilities  are  fo 
f*  frequently  employed  in  foftening 
the  forrows  of  diftrefs.  After 
' having  vifited  twenty  prifons  in  the 
interior  of  hngiand,  i am  now  got 
i;  to  the  extremity  of  Wales,  where 
^ the  fmall  falary  attached  to  the  of- 
^ fice  of  gaoler  generally  fixes  the  ap- 
^ pointmentin  a perfon  whoexercifes 
j;  fomc  other  bufinefs  to  eke  out  a 
^ livelihood.  Such  is  the  cafe  here 
(j  (Beaumaris) , The  falary  of  the 
^ gaoler  (who  appears  to  be -a  man  of 
j humanity)  was  lo/c  per  aim.  It  is 
■\  now  reduced  to  iive  ; the  reafon  I 
cannot  learn.  Like  motl  of  the 
^ Wellh  prifons,  this  is  very  infe- 
Ij  cure;  a coirvidt  made  his  efeape 
14  about  three  weeks  ago.  Of  the  five 
■\  cells  for  felons,  two  only  are  fit- to 
it  lleepTu  ; the  other  three  aredark, 

|i  damp,  and  ill  ventilated.  They 
I have  confiant  eommunleation  with' 
the  debtors,  by  two  iron  pallila-" 
ded  doors  in  the  divilioti  wall. 

! There  is  up  water  but  what  is 
' fetchexl  dailv  by  the  keeper.  'This 
; very  neceifary  artlele  might  be  laid, 
j on  from  a fine  Ipring,  noi  one  hufif 
I dred  yards  diftant.  . The  debtors’ 
i day-room  has  a mud  floor;  the  town 
! wall  forms  one  fide,  and  from  its 
! dampnefs  is,  during  tiie  winter,  a 
i continual  puddle,  -Pigs,  ducks, 
and  poultry  in  general  are  kept  in 
the  debtors’  court,  and  athes  heaped 
in  one  corner.  It  has  not  been  vi- 
fited  for  thefe  laft  fev^en  years,  or 
any  report  of  its  ftate  made  by  the 
inagitlral.es.  There  are  neither 
leap,  towels,  nor  fuel,  allowed  by 
the  county.  No  mops,  brooms,  or 
pails;  to  keep  the  prlfon  clean  ; the 
filthy  hate  i?i  which  I found  it  is 


therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at 
The  number  of  debtors  here  are 
three  ; one  of  whom  has  been  con- 
fined nearly  eight  years;  and  he' 
keeps  ^ little  fehook  His  cafe  is 
complicated  and  difirefiing ; for, 
without  his  creditors  fliould  forgive 
his  debt,  he  mutt  remain  here  for' 
life.  Ivfy  remarks  in  this  wretched 
gaol  I left  with  a noble  Lord  *, 
who  is  almbfl  adored  in  this  county, 
and  through  whpfe  benevolence,  I 
trufi,  they  v/ilL  pA  produdlive  of 
good  effeOL 

At  Brecon,  the  female  convifts 
complained  to  rfie  of  being  half 
Uarved  (not  having  the  king’s  allow- 
ance of  2s.  6d.  a week).  They 
were  literally  half  naked,  without 
fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  (Ihocking 
to  humanity  !)  very  heavily  double 
IRONED.  I’his  unjufiifiable  and 
exeeliive  feverity  is  one  of  the 
confequences  of  a keeper  having 
bulinels  to  engage  his  attention  at  a 
difiance  from  the  prifon. 

At  Montgomery ,,  three  lunatics 
were  confined  with  the  felons,  one  of 
whom  had  an  iron  collar  round  his 
neck,  to  w'hich  was  attached  about 
fix  yards  of  chain,  fo  that,  like  a 
maftifi  dog,  he  could  walk  to  the 
end,  and  no  farther.  He  complained 
, to  me  that  it  hurt  his  breafi  bone, 
which  I examined  and  found  galled. 
The  next  morning  1 vihted  the  pri- 
fon again,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  o!ie  of  the  adting  raagif- 
.V  trates,  who  humanely  ordered  the 
collar  to  be  taken  ofi',  and  fome 
other  a6ts  of  mercy  to  be  extended 
to  the  prifoners.  One  wing  of  the 
houfe  of  indufiry  might  be  very  ufe- 
fully  appropriated  to  thefe  unhappy 
perfon  s 

This  letter,  begun  at  Beaumaris ^ 
is  finifiiedat  Caernarvon,  where,  1 
am  forry  to  lay,  L find  a lunatic  con- 
fined with  a felon  ; ‘arid  a woman 
(committed  fora  petty  theft)  in  irons.; 
1 was  in  hopes  this  favage  pradlicehad 
been  difeontinued,  not  liaving  feen 
it  (thefe  two  infiances  excepted) 
duringthelafi  i6 years.  I fincerely 
wifii  that  (he  magifirate,  by  raifing 
^ Lord  Bulk  el  y. 
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thdr  falaries,  would  require  the 
' ekclufive  attention  of  the  keepers 
to  the  gaols,  as  the  fecurity  of  the 
prifoners  could  then  be  no  pretence 
fbr  the  exercife  of , undue  feverity. 


I am,  dear  Sir,  with  cordial  efteem 
and  regard,  your  much  obliged, 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Jas.  Neild 

Dr  Lettfom,  London,  ' 


' * /*  - 

V ♦ The  appointment  of  this  Philanthropift  to  the  important  office ’of  High  Sheriff  Tor 

Bheits,  prefents  a fingular  coincidence.  His  great  predeceffor,  Mr.  Howard,  ferved  that 
office  in  1773,  for  the  adjoining  county  of  Bedford  5 and  it  was  to  that  circumltance  the 
itation  was  indebted  for  his  laborious  and  dangerous  refearclies  into  the  raanfions  of 
mifery— his  official  duties  requiring  him  to  vifit  the  prifon  there  ; whilft  Mr.  Neild’s  fitu- 
ation,  as  treafarerto  the  Society  for  relief  of  Small  Debts,  firft  induced  him,  in  177c,  to 
Tific  debtors  in  confinement. 
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LETTER  IV.  ON  PRISONS. 


Mr.  Urban,, 


Samhrook-court , 
Mai'ch  2 1 . 


**  Oh  ! lec  tlie  forrovvfu!  fighing  of  the 
Prifoners  come  before  thee.” 

Psalm  Ixxix.  iz. 


N following  my  ex- 

^ 1 1 _ . _ 1“,''  - • ^ • 


§ 
o 

O 


cellent  Imiend'^  in 
his  vifiis  to  various 
prifons,  continued 
^ o fcenes  of  diftrefs 

are  prefented  ; and, 
eontralling  the  known  liberality 
and  humanity  of  the  Britifli  cha- 
racter, the  traveller  fcarcelv  believes 
he  is  treading  upon  the  Britifh  foil. 
With  w'ater  in  light  of  the  miferable 
prifoner,  he  is  compelled  to  pur- 
chafe  it  at  a retail  premium.  In 
another  place,  man,  formed  to  walk 
ere6t,  bends  his  wearied  body  to 
fuit  the  limited  extent  of  his  cell. 
When  wearied  Nature  ffiicits  Beep, 
moift  ftraw  in  a dungeon  under 


ground  is  her  folace.  The  light  of 
the  fun  fupplies  no  vivifying  rays 
to  cheer  the  fpirits,  for  they  are 
excluded  by  damp  and  impenetra- 
ble walls.  Exercife,  that  is  calcu- 
lated to  Brengthen  the  body,  is 
denied  by  the  reflraint  of  confine- 
ment ; and,  inBead  of  focial  inter- 
courfe  with  his  own  fpecies,  which 
might  animate  the  defponding  heart, 
gloomy  folitude  is  fubftituted. 

The  PhilanthropiB  Tam  now  fol- 
lowing is  fo  far  from  recommend-  . 


ing  total  abBraflion  from  foefety,  or 
lolitary  confinement,  that  he  uni- 
formly adviies  the  appearance  of 
prifoners  on  every  occaBon  of  public 
worfnip  j to  admit,  if  poflible,  fuch 
a degree  of  liberty  as  to  exclude 
irons  and  chains,  wBerever  it  can 
be  done  with  fecurity  of  the  pri- 
foners 5 with  the  addition  of  fuch 
decent  comforts,  as  may  tend  to 
foften  and  humanize  the  obdurate 
heart,  and  reclaim  the  vicious  mind. 
Howard  atdedupon  the  Bime  prin- 
ciples, though  the  pradtice  of  foli- 
tary  conBneraent  has  been  faid  to 
liave  originated  from  his  recom- 
mendation ^ which,  however,  is  not 
to  be  traced  in  his  writings,  and,  I 
am  perfuaded,  could  not  have  been 
derived  from  his  converfation.  That 
tliefe  diBinguiBied  men  difeouraged 
the  conftant  and  indiferiminate  in- 
terconrfe  and  Ibciety  of  men  and 
women  prifoners,  of  all  deferiptions 
of  vice  and  proBigacy,  as  well  as 
that  they  oppoled  tire  introduction 
of  intoxicating  fpirits  and  liquors 
into  their  rooms  and  cells,  I admit  > 
and  which  real  on  and  humanity 
muft  approve. 

I well  remember  an  anecdote, 
wmich  Howard  gave  me  in  my 
hoLife.  \'/hen  at  Vienna,  he  waited 
upon  Count  Kaunitz  j who  intima- 
ted a dehre  that  the  Emperor  Jofeplj 
fliould  have  an  interview  v.dth  this 
vifitor  of  prifons  : Howard  in- 


* It  mult  have  aff.jrded  an  highly  gratifying  fpedacle,  at  the  late  Affizes  at  Aylelburv, 
to  the  Marquis  of  Titchfield,  with  the  rdt  of  the  Grand  fury,  and  connpany  fireient,  lo 
pofTefs  a Neil D as  the  Higli  Sheriff  ef  the  county  of  Bucks;  and  which,  indeed,  did  not 
^efcapethe  notice  of  the  bensvolent  Judge  Grofe,  who,  iii  liis  eloquent  addrefs  to  the 
■ Court,  at  which  he  prefided,  remarked,  chat  he  congratulated  tlie  County  on  their  elcdt- 
,ing  to  the  office  «f  High  Slier  ff  a man  who  was  an  homiur  to  his  country,  am!  wit!i 
» vv'nofe  woiks  of  Philanthropy,  he  doubted  not,  they  were  well  acquainted  ; and  tiiat  lis*. 
.could  add  much  more  on  this  fubjedt,  were  not  the  Sheriff  himfelf  prel'eai,  whofe  mind 
the  would  net  wound,  by  ffating  all  he  knewj  and  all  he  merited. 
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formed  the  Count,  that  he  was  en- 
gaged to  depart  from  Vienna  next 
day ; but,  upon  the  fubje6l  being 
pielied  upon  him,  he  concluded  to 
wait  upon  the  Emperor  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  who 
inllantly  prefented  himfelf  upon 
Howard’s  name  being  announced . 
When  they  retired  together  into  a 
fmall  room,  where  there  was  nei- 
ther chair  nor  looking-glafs,  and 
there  they  continued  together  near- 
ly two  hours  j the  Emperor  liken- 
ing with  attention  to  the  ample  in- 
formation wdiich  Howard  was  en- 
abled to  convey  refpeifing  the  ftate 
of  the  prifons  in  the  Empire,  many 
of  which  he  had  vilited.  At  length 
he  introduced  thofe  of  the  Metro- 
polis, and  defcribcd  tire  mlferable 
^tuation  of  feveral  prifoners,  who 
had  been  confined  in  folitary  cells 
for  nearly  three  years,  who  in  that 
period  had  fcarcely  feen  the  day- 
litrht,  and  in  this  long  interval  had 
never  been  brought  to  trial.  The 
Elmperor,  ftruck  wdtii  this  relation, 
affured  him,  that  they  flrould  have 
inttant  juftice  j to  which  he  replied, 
‘•It  is  now  too  late  3 it  is  not  in 
your  Majefiy’s  power  to  do  them 
juftice,  or  to  make  them  a proper 
reparation.  Solitary  conftnement 
Iras  w^eakened  their  minds,  and  their 
faculties  are  lb  loft  and  deranged  as 
to  incapacitate  them  from  making 
their  defence.”  Thefe  prifoners, 
however,  were  liberated  wdthin  the 
fpace  of  24  hours. 

In  Philadelphia,  when  a delin- 
fjnent  is  conveyed  to  prifon,  he  is 
confined  in  a folitary  cell,  and  fed 
upon  bread  and  v/arer,  as  long  as, 
ind  no  longer  than,  he  pleafes  3 
■ '■.at  till  he  is  diftiofed  to  work. 

• f..'  :i  a.s  he  prefers  labour  to  foli- 

’ ■ O’- i.ouj'uallv  allowed  to  w'ork 

■ ■ tiiide  he  clioofes,  from 
■•at ; tiiofe  carried  on  in  the  pri- 
: . • d/niei'cnt  prifoners  3 and  the 

^■■'  ' A i'.is  labour,  or  a portion  of 
,.,ec  to  the  perfon  uiuler  whom 
h ' enters.  After  a certain  fpace, 
when  the  period  of  the  time  he  en- 
tered for  is  completed,  he  acquires 
the  capacity  .of  receiving  pri toners 


under  him,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  previsufly  had  worked  for  ano- 
ther. I am  informed,  that  almoft 
every  branch  of  trade  is  purfued, 
as  well  as  the  aftiftance  of  fchool- 
mafters  and  fchool-miftreffes,  in  the 
diftindt  parts  of  the  prifon  ; for  the 
fexes,  for  very  wife  reafons,  are 
feparated. 

By  this  fyftem,  habits  of  idlenefs 
are  prevented,  and  thofe  of  induftry 
are  promoted  3 and  equal  to  thefe, 
in  the  future  happinefs  of  the  offen- 
der, is  the  retrieving  of  charadter  ; 
which  enables  him  onca  more  to 
hold  up  his  head  among  the  children 
of  men,  and  to  claim  the  fupport, 
and  the  fociety,  of  his  virtuous  fel- 
low^ citizens  3 many  of  whom  are 
appointed  to  viftt  the  prifons,  who 
endeavour,  by  counfel  and  mild 
means,  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and 
by  animating  kindnefs  encourage 
the  virtuous  and  indiiftrious  3 and 
when  thefe  leave  the  place  of  con- 
ftneraent,  they  receive  wu'itten  cre- 
dentials of  their  good  condudl, 
by  wdiich  they  are  enabled  to  get 
into  employment.  I have  been  in- 
formed by  Americans,  that  many 
of  the  prifoners  have  gained  from 
one  hundred  dollars  to  one  hundred 
pounds,  during  their  conftnement, 
and,  by  the  capitals  thus  acquired, 
liave  afterwards  made  ample  for- 
tunes. Contraft,  for  a moment, 
the  fyftem  of  our  prifons,  wdiich  are 
places  of  puniftiment  only,  rather 
than  of  reformation. 

If  any  perfon  Ihould  deem  his  ' 
time  not  mis-fpent,  which  he  may 
devote  ill  peruftng  the  following 
letter,  he  will  not  conclude  that 
gratitude  to  tlie  community  in  the 
prifoner,  on  regaining  light,  air, 
and  liberty,  wall  give  any  generous 
irnpulle  on  his  mind  3 or  any  mo- 
tive to  benefit  the  members  of  that 
community,  wdio  difregarded  his 
fufterings,  and  neglected  tiie  re- 
formation of  his  morals  3 or,  if  be 
w^ere  dilpofed  to  labour,  would  em- 
ploy him,  and  thereby  enable  him 
to  get  his  daily  bread.  Become  an 
outcaft  to  that  lociely  to  wdiom  he 
looked  for  protecliun  3 his  cliarac- 
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ter  wrecked,  without  the  means  of 
redemption  ,*  and  without  enuploy- 
ment  incapable  of  acquiring  fubhfi:  - 
cnce;  what  alternative  remains,  tofa- 
tisfy  hunger  or  to  preferve  exigence  ? 
Is  there  any  man  weak  enough  to 
doubt  of  the  conduft  that  fuch  an 
objeft  would  neceflarily  purfue  ? 
The  gallows,  nor  even  the  gibbet 
fufpending  the  remains  of  an  atro- 
cious offender,  is  not  more  repulfive 
to  the  perpetration  of  vice,  than  the 
profpedt  of  familhing  in  a land  of 
wealth  and  luxury  to  the  man  har- 
dened by  negleft,  and  obdurate  by 
the  feverity  of  punifhment ; which 
tend  to  no  reformation  of  manners, 
no  cultivation  of  induftry,  nor  af- 
fording any  means  of  future  fub- 
li Hence  ! 

After  having  painfully  paffed 
over  the  many  melancholy  views 
which  prifons  too  frequently  exhi- 
bit, the  feeling  mind  dwells  with 
pleafure  on  the  relation  of  thoie 
which  appear  to  be  liberally  lap- 
ported,  and  humanely  conducted. 
It  is  at  the  fmie  time  honourable 
to  the  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy 
of  the  County  Magiftrates,  that 
every  fuitable  appeal  to  them  is  duly 
attended  to  ; and  errors  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  prifons,  when  com- 
municated to.  them,  fpeedily  re- 
moved. It  is  thus  that  they  become 
protedtors  of  the  miferable  andhelp- 
lefs  ; and  a terror  to  the  profligate 
and  obdurate.  In  bringing  to  pro- 
minent view  thofe  charadteriftics 
of  an  upright  Magiftrate  and  of  a 
compaflionate  Judge,  the  pen  re- 
cords with  pleafure,  that  a Society 
for  educating  the  children  of  jjebt- 
ors  under  conflnement  in  and  near 
the  Metropolis  was  eftabliflied  in 
1802  ; to  afford  an  afylum  to 
them  from  milery  and  wrelclied- 
nelh  ; to  Ihelter  them  during  the 
day-time,  from  a familiarity  with 
feenes  of  grofs  lieentioufnefs  and 
profanity  ; to  extend  to  the  children 
of  both  fexes  the  privileges  of  a 
guarded,  moral,  and  religious  edu- 
cation,” 


Land’s  End,  Cornwall,  in  a litth 
Room,  of  the  loft  Inn  in  England. 
1>EAR  Sir,  06i.  14,  1803. 

M}"  lafl;  letter  was  dated  from  one 
corner  of  Wales  j now  you  wall  fee 
that  I am  at  Land’s  Eud  5 whence 
you  may  judge  of  the  ftate  of  my 
health,  by  my  expedition  in  travel- 
ling through  the  Principality  of 
Wales,  in  many  parts  of  which  the 
only  conveyance  is  on  horfeback. 

To  give  you  a full  account  of 
thofe  prifons  wdiich  are  lapfing 
(from  negledf)  into  their  original 
ftate  of  tilth  and  feverity,  would  far 
exceed  the  limits  of  a letter ; I 
muft,  therefore,  content  myfelf 
with  making  a few  curfory  obfer- 
vations  to  ray  friend,  and  leave  the 
detail  to  my  next  publication. 

At  Caernarvon,  as  at  Brecon,  I 
found  women  in  irons,  and  a luna- 
tic confined  with  a felon,  though 
there  was  plenty  of  room  in  the 
prifon.  The  pumps  had  been  out 
of  repair  for  fome  time,  and  no 
w'ater  accellible  to  the  prifoners. 
Neither  the  A6l  for  the  prefervation 
of  health,  nor  the  claufes  againfl:  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  wmre  hung  up. 
Poultry  was  kept  in  the  court-yards, 
and  the  prifon  dirty.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Lloyd  obligingly  accompanied 
me  over  this  gaol,  at  ray  fecond 
vifit,  and  humanely  promifed  to 
reprefentits  flate,  with  my  remarks, 
to  his  Brotiier  Magiflrates. 

In  the  miferable  gaol  at  BoUrelhj, 
w'here  every  defeription  of  prifoners 
atfociat®  in  a fmall  court  of  36  feet 
by  28  feet,  I faw  a poor  man  who 
had  been  confined  for  a debt  of 
27!.  ys.  6d  nearly  19  years ; he  wcis 
upwards  of  8o  5 ancl  his  wife,  older 
than  iiirnfelf,  was  with  him  5 they 
e re  c a r d i n g and  . ij)  i n n 1 n g , by 
which  they  earned  abontthreepence 
a day  each,  which.  With  the  parifh 
allowance  of  3s.  a week  (formerly' 
IS.  6d.)  to  hiui,  was  all  they  liad  to 
live  upon.  As  he  could  not  fpeak 
Enghfii,  I am  not  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  his  cafe  5 but  the 
gaoler  informed  me,  fome  years 
ago,  he  was  at  the  point  of  fiarving ; 

and 
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and  that  one  David  Davis,  a debtor, 
died  in  that  prifon,  Dec.  1800,  af- 
ter a confinement  of  14  years. 

The  prifon  at  Cardigan  is  on  a 
good  plan,  if  its  ufes  were  not  per- 
verted ; the  central,  or  infpeftion 
room,  inftead  of  being  the  refidence 
of  the  gaoler,  was  filled  with  corn, 
and  two  men  threfhing  in  it.  Geefe, 
ducks,  and  poultry  in  general,  be- 
ing kept  in  the  courts,  I was  not 
furprifed  at  the  filthy  date  in  which 
I found  it.  No  water  but  what  is 
fetched  by  the  keepers  from  a well 
at  the  difiance  of  a quarter  of  a 
mile. 

At  Caermarthen  gaol,  there  is  a 
very  long  range  of  excellent  work- 
rooms, but  no  employment  for  the 
prifoners.  A well  is  funk  in  the 
court,  and  there  is  a refervoir  to 
fupply  the  prifon  ; but,  having  been 
out  of  repair  four  months,  the  pri- 
foners have  been  without  that  very 
neceifary  article  during  this  period, 
except  what  they  buy  at  a half- 
penny a jug-full.  The  women  con- 
vifts  were  covered  with  filth  and 
rags  (a  more  fqualid  let  of  mifera- 
hle  objc61s  I never  faw,  except  in 
Scotland)  3 one  of  them  apparently 
in  a dying  fiate,  totcilly  incapable 
of  helping  herfelf  3 without  medi- 
cal aflifiance,  though  frequently 
requefted  3 the  furgeon  not  having 
been  in  the  gaol  for  two  months, 
and  the  keeper  himfelf  lick  and  in 
bed  : thole  that  were  in  a tolerable 
ftate  ot  health  prayed  moll  fervently, 
that  Government  would  fend  them 
away,  without  regarding  whither, 
provided  they  could  get  out  of  this 
miferable  place.  Vaughan  Horton, 
cfq.  one  of  the  magifirales,  hu- 
manely accompanied  me,  the  next 
day,  at  my  requeit,  to  vilit  this 
feene  of  difirefs  3 and  obligingly 
laid  he  w’ould  order  medical  af- 
lifiance  to  the.  lick  immediately, 
and  lay  my  remarks  before  the  Juf- 
tices  at  the  Sellion,  and  the  Judge 
at  the  Afiize.  One  of  the  convidts, 
who  had  been  two  years  under  fen- 
teiu'e  of  tranfportation,  had  a young 
child,  of  which,  fiie  fays,  the  late 
gaoler  is  the  father  3 a llmilar  in- 
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fiance  I met  w ith  at  Dover  town 
gaol,  in  my  vifit  the  19th  of  Sept. 
1801.  In  this  prifon  (Caermartheii) 
is  a man  confined  for  a debt  of  18I. 
los.  3 he  was  fecurity  for  another 
for  the  payment  of  twenty-four 
fhillings,  and  faid  he  thought  it  had 
been  paid  3 the  law  expences  have 
increafed  an  original  debt  of  24s.  to 
18I.  los.  3 and  hence  it  is  proba- 
ble that  he  may  remain  many  years, 
perhaps  his  whole  life,  in  prifon, 
for  a paltry  debt  originally  not  his 
own ! ! ! 

At  Ilaverford  IVeJl  the  felons 
dungeons,  which  arc  each  12  feet 
by  6 feet  q inches,  are  three  fieps 
under  ground  3 and  as  there  are  no 
bedfieads,  the  firaw  lies  on  the 
floor,  which  is  very  damp.  Tiie 
gaoler  told  me  that  ten  prifoners 
had  been  crowded  together  for  a 
month  in  one  of  the  dungeons.  All 
deferiptions  of  prifoners  afl'oeiate 
here  together  in  one  common  court 
yard. 

Penzance.  The  prifon  of  the 
Hundred  of  Penwith,  is  an  appur- 
tenance to  the  manor  of  Conmrton, 
which  is  the  property  of  Lord  Arun- 
del, who,  in  right  of  the  manor,  is 
bound  to  provide  fuch  prifon.  This 
right  is  delegated  by  his  lordlliip  to 
his  fteward,  or  to  his  baililf,  who 
gives  fecurity  for  the  fafe  cuftody  of 
all  prifoners  confined  therefor  debt, 
taking  the  whole  refponfibility  upon 
himfelf.  This  wretched  prifon, 
which  is  in  the  back  yard  of  a 
public  houfe,  is  about  12  feet  fquare 
and  6 feet  high,  with  a neceifary 
in  one  corner,  the  floor  extremely 
damp,  and  paved  with  flones  like 
the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  wdthout  a 
fiie-place,  and  lighted  and  venti- 
lated by  one  fmall  iron-grated  win- 
dow, without  cafement  or  giafs  to 
keep  out  the  cold.  No  court-yard. 
No  water.  In  December  1801,  two 
debtors,  viz.  Nicholas  Eaflet  and 
Thomas  Nicholas  were  releafed 
from  tins  miferable  gaol  by  our  So- 
ciety*, afteriiifleringtwelve  months 
imprifonraent.  The  average  nuni- 

* For  the  relief  of  prif>ners  confined 
for  fuiall  debts. 
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ber  of  debtors  committed  to  this 
prifon  is  about  10  or  12  in  the  year. 
The  lad  wretched  inhabitant  was 
Thomas  Hollcin^  farmer,  of  Madron 
parifh^  aged  645  he  was  committed 
the  25th  of  March  1803,  ^or  a debt 
of  20I.  or  thereabouts,  and  releafed 
the  6th  of  May  following.  There 
is  no  allowance  even  of  bread,  fo 
that,  if  his  triends  and  fome  neigh- 
bours had  not  been  charitable,  he 
mud  have  perithed  with  hunger. 
He  never  but  once  was  let  out  for 
frefh  air,  and  then  only  for  half  an 
. hour,  to  fpeak  with  his  children. 
The  gaoler  lives  half  a mile  off^  df 
that,  in  cafe  of  fudden  illnefs  or  fire, 
he  might  have  perithed  before  re- 
, lief  could  come  3 his  provifions  were 
given  to  him  through  the  centre 
bars  of  the  fmall  iron-grated  win- 
dow (which  arefive  inches  afunder) 
fo  the  keeper  had  no  occafion  to 
come  near.  He  had  a bed  fupplied 
him  by  his  friends,  but  mud  other- 
wife  have  dept  on  the  fcanty  pit- 
tance of  draw  on  the  floor,  aiad,not- 
withdanding.  his  bed,  the  prifon 
was  terribly  cold  even  in  April  and 
May.  The  place  in  which  it  is  fi- 
tuated  is  a yard  for  horfes,  and 
where  twenty  horfes  are  crammed 
en  market  days  : and  T.  Hoikin 
declares,  that  the  damp  of  the  floor, 
and  the  dench  of  the  privies  and 
horfe-yard,  fo  affeiled  his  health  at 
the  time,  that  he  feels  the  fatal 
elfedts  to  this  day.  He  complains 
of  a cold,  and  oppreffion  at  the 
bread  in  breathing,  fo  that  he  can- 
not walk  half  a mile  in  an  hour 
upon  rifing  ground  without  fre- 
quent flopping  to  take  breath.  Be- 
fore he  was  put  in  prifon  he  was 
as  drong  as  mod  men  of  his  age  ; 
but  he  verily  believes  that  his  con- 
finement there  'v^iW  Jhorten  his  days. 
A refpeftable  clergyman  of  the 
neighbourhood  thus  exprefles  him- 
felf  to  me  on  this  fubjedt ; “■  This 
man,  for  a debt  unavoidably  con- 
* Mrs.  Palcoe,  ' — — 


tradled,  an  honed,  working,  good 
man,  but  unfortunate,  was  put  in 
a worfe  place  than  he  would  have 
been  if  by  any  crime  he  had  de- 
ferved  imprifonment  in  the  county 
gaol.  He  is  a man,  to  my  know- 
ledge of  good  character  ; and  he  is 
now^  pale  and  haggard,  and  ftrangely 
altered  for  the  worfe.” 

Struck  with  compaflion  for  the 
fuderihgs  of  this  unfortunate  man, 
a benevolent  lady  * frequently  fent 
him  broth  3 but  the  fpace  betwixt 
the  bars  ( 5 inches)  was  too  fmall 
to  admit  of  a middle-fized  bafin. 

I cannot  conclude  my  account  of 
this  prifon  without  exprefliug  my 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  honour  con- 
ferred upon  me  by  the  adting  Ma- 
gidrates  for  this  divifion,  by  their 
vote  of  thanks  politely  tranfmitted 
to  me  by  their  clerk,  and  for  the 
great  attention  paid  to  my  remarks 
on  prifons  and  prifoners. 

Penzance  Borough  Gaol,  (or  as  it 
is  generalky  and  more  properly  call- 
ed, the  Black  Plole,”)  is  a dark 
room  with  a double  door  at  the  end 
of  the  corn  market,  a great  part  of 
which  is  not  of  liifficient  height  for 
the  prifoner  to  dand  upright  in. 
Straw  on  the  floor.  The  only  light 
or  ventilation  it  receives  is  from 
an  aperture  12  inches  by  which 
opens  to  the  daircafe,  and,  being  a 
borrowed  light,  ferves  jud  to  make 
darknejs  vifihlc.  The  annoyance  of 
the  rats  in  this  place  is  terrible  3 fo 
that  the  wretched  prifoner,  ever  on 
the  watch,  may  perhaps  dole  in 
feverifli  anxiety,  but  never  knows 
the  balm  of  peaceful  deep.  A poor 
wretch,  I was  informed,  died  in  it 
fome  years  ago  5 and  that  another 
had  luffered  very  much  from  the 
rats.  I cannot  clofe  this  gloomy 
account  without  doing  judice  to  the 
County  Magidrates  of  Bodmin,  Ex- 
eter, Wincheder,  Derby,  Dorcbef- 
ter,  Shrewlbury,  Plereford  f,  &c. 
which  I have-  vifited  in  this  tour, 


f Hereford.  The  fick  in  this  prifon  are  ■as  well  taken  care  of,  as  if  in  an  hofpitaq 
the  county  Magidrates  having  liberally  veded  ample  powers  with  the  fm  geoa  (Mr.  Cam) 
not  only  with  lefpedl  to  medicine  and  diet,  but  iikewife  cloathing  ; and  every  page  of 
the  prifon  books  bears  record  to  his  attention  and  humanity,  as  well  as  to  the  zeal’ and 
piety  of  the  exemplary  chaplain  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cnderwoad, 


the 
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the  excellent  management  of  whofe 
prifons  are  dcplfted  in  every  coun- 
tenance of  thofe  who  inhabit  them  j 
nor  muft  1 forget  the  poll  ten  cfs  of 
the  Mayor  of  Penzance,  who  af- 
fured  me,  he  would  lay  my  remarks 
before  the  Corporation,  and  exert 
ills  influence  to  get  a nau  pjifon 
built,  which,  he  faid,  had  been 
talked  of  for  many  years.  And  that 
this  wall  be  carried  into  effedt,  I 
have  the  moll:  flattering  and  well- 
grounded  hope,  as  the  revenue  of 
the  Corporation  is  6ool.  per  afimmi. 

I am,  rny  dear  lir,  with  great 
relpedt,  your  mofl  obliged  and 
faithful  humble  fervant, 

Jas.  Neild. 
Dr,  Lettjbm,  London. 
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"'l.'ETTER  V.  ON  PRISONS. 

Sarnh  rook- court  y 
April  19. 

A Iv  G K com  muni- 
^ ^ tie.s,  like  indivi- 

^ ^ duals,  often  exhibit 

H o Ilrikino;  contradic- 

R p.  lions  of  charader 

•^?c$--.c«or{or5o-^  and  condua.  The 
Scots,  who  have  long  been  didin- 
guilbed  for  the  general  diffalion  of 
learning,  and,  in  many  inftances, 
of  high  cladieal  refinement,  as  well 
as  for  their  improvements  in  archi- 
tedture,  and  <he  eonveniencies  and 
comforts  in  their  houles,  ftill  main- 


tain in  their  prilons  the  fame  dif- 
iruftimr  filtii  ; the  fame  excluhon  of 
air  ; the  fame  immoral  admilhon 
of  liquor,  which  HenvAKD  and 
NeiLD  have  long  and  uniformly 
repiajbated  ; and  which  the  good 
lenfe  of  the  peopre  nnUt  dilapprove. 
In  the  lame  city,  the  knprovements 
and  coineniences  of  a rational  and 
humane  police  have  been  adopted  ; 
whillt  degradation  and  depravity, 
in  other  iniiances,  have  been  tole- 
rated, to  the  difgrace  of  the  nation, 
to  the  promotion  of  vice,  and  to  the 
fufferance  of  a fyltem,  on  the  bare 
recital  of  which.,  humanity  thud- 
ders,  and  every  f'entisnent  of  manly 
J:eelin<T  is  agitated.  Aly  diftinguilh- 
ed  Corref])oi\dent,  while  he  points 
out  evils,  polfeifes  a lenient  dilpo- 
lition,  tiiat  leads  hinUto  hope  that 
the  road  to  improvement  is  only 
to  be  marked  out,  in  order  to  be 
followed.  He  obferves,  in  a letter 
J have  been  recently  favoured  with, 
‘‘  in  Scotland  you  very  rarely  meet 
with  a beggar  j a lenfe  of  ihame  in 
thofe  who  are  able  to  work  feems 
to  prevent  it.  This  may  refult  from 
tliat  excellent  morality  and  thole 


principles  of  indtiftry  inculcated  in 
early  youth,  and  where  it  is  a dii- 
grace  to  be  without  a Bible.  Pity 
it  is,  that  in  inch  a country  no  ma- 
gi tfrate  looks  in  upon  the  prijoner  ; 
no  clergyman  attends  them,  or  ©^x- 
ercifes  any  endeavour  to  reclaim 
them.  Every  idea  of  reform  feems 
to  be  abandoned,  as  foon  as  the 
miferable  objeff  is  configned  to  a 
prifon,  as  if  reformation  were  after- 
wards totally  imprablicable.” 

The  excellent  police  adapted  in 
the  Edinburgh  Bridewell  affords  a 
proof  of  the  good  fenfe  and  huma- 
nity of  the  inhabitants  of  that  en- 
lightened city,  who  muft  be  con- 
vinced that  the  allowance  of  tl]e 
promifeuous  aifociation  of  thefexes, 
a public  tap,  under  the  patronage 
and  for  the  fupport  of  the  gaoler, 
mutt  encourage  intoxication,  and 
tend  toextinguitb  every  moral  feel- 
ing ; while  filth,  vermin,  and 
french,  extingnifh  every  proper  fen- 
tirnent  of  perfonal  cleunlin'ds  and 
decency,  as  exemplified  in  their 
Tol  booth 

The  difrepufable  management  of 
the  prilirns  at  Glafgow,  and  the 
depravity  of  the  prifoners,  imputa- 
ble to  the  lliameful  police  under 
vdfich  they  are  fupported  and  con- 
dndled,  is  a difgrace  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  wealthy  city.  With 
Profelibrnfips  to  inculcateLiterature, 
they  have  negledted  to  teach  the 
familiar  fciences  of  decency,  clean- 
linefs,  and  morality  ! 

When  we  liear  the  names  of  their 
difiinguitlied  Profefibrs— when  we 
piir^~'^^-  the  moral  dobfrines  wTich 
they  propound  for  the  reformation  - . 
and  iuftrubtion  of  mankind — when 
the  pupil  lifiens  to  thofe  philofophi*^ 
eal  iebtures,  which  exhibit  the  im- 

pi^riance 
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portance  of  vital  air,  and  the  infec- 
tious and  dangerous  tendency  of 
peftiferous  exhalation,  arifing  from 
human  excretions,  and  contrafts 
the  exiftence  and  magillerial  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  prifons,  he  muft 
be  convinced  that  theory  and  prac- 
tice are  in  a continual  courfe  of 
repuHive  relitlanee.  I'lie  Divine, 
if  he  cannot  trace  out,  in  a city 
abl'orbed  by  the  deihcalion  of 
Mammon,  examples  of  Virtue, 
may  point  out,  in  the  police  of  the 
prifons  in  Glafgow,  genuine  and 
prolific  fources  of  Vice.  If  he  can- 
not fay  with  one  to  whom  the 
epithet  was  conteinptuoufly  applied, 
of  the  J'riend  of  publicans  and 
/iriners,"  he  might  at  leaft  exem- 
plify his  Matter’s  humane  fenti- 
ment,  ‘‘  I ivasjick,  a.nd  i/e  vijited 
w.e  ; / was  in  prifon^  and  ye  came 
unto  vie." 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 

My.Dear  Sir,  Newca /lie.  Sept.  1802. 

1 believe  my  bb't  letter  to  voti  was 
pri/ticipallv  about  Durham  gaol  ' ; fmee 
which  I have  vilited  many  : liie  detail 
woidd  be  too  \oliimiiu)us  for  a better, 
therefore  Ihall  referee  lliat  for  mv  next 
publication  on  IVil’ons  ; in  ilte  mean 
time,  will  give  von  a fiiori  account  of 
thole  the  moft  remark:d)le  for  liltb  and 
lenere  neaiment.  1 find  m\(elf  rcliexed 
bv  (iifh  commnnic.iiion,  a>  1 know 
no  one  (h  capable  of  making  olilerva* 
lions  on  the  conleijueoces,  or  (l>  likely 
to  be  attended  to.  \'on  are  well  ac- 
(joainied  witli  the  injide  of  the  prifou- 
hoiife. 

SeicrnUlc  has  three  prifons;  the 
Boronuh  prifoM,  the  Sellions  prilon, 
and  the  Ihidewill.  There  is  likeude, 
in  the  verv  er-nire  of  Newcalile,  a pri- 
fon  called  CitjUc-ii^arf h. 

Morpeihy  w Inch  is  in  this  conn  tv, 
and  about  ifi  miles  dillant,  has  a gaol- 
defoerv  oner  a near.  'I'he  alli/.es  are 
held  at  Newcalile,  whiilier  prifoners 
are  convexed  for  trial,  and  confined  in 
a dungeon,  formerlv  part  of  ihe  old 
caftle,  and  calletl  tlie  L'ulile-keep. 
When  1 applied  to  the  keeper  (who 
lives  at  a diliant  part  of  the  town)  for 
admillion,  a man  atiended  me  will)  a 
fiiovel  to  clear  awav  the  lihh  and  dirt. 
'I’he  duu'jieon  is  eleven  Heps  below  the 

•r  Tu  herefumej  in  a fuhfctpient  LcUtr. 


Letter  on  Prifons,  [April, 

level  of  the  ftrect ; it  has  neither  light  nor 
ventilation  bin  what  is  received  from  a. 
fmall  iron-grated  window  which  looks 
to  the  pavement.  There  are  rings  fixed 
in  the  wall,  to  which  men  felons  arc 
chained  ; and  a fmall  part  of  it  is  par- 
titioned off  for  the  women  ; but  thefc 
are  in  a worfe  fituaiion  than  the  men, 
being  in  total  darknefs,  and  without 
any  means  of  ventilation  whatever  that 
J could  difeover;  the  rain  came  pouring 
down  the  walls  in  every  part,  and  there 
w’ere  fcveral  inches  deep  of  water  in  it, 
fo  that  I could  not  meafure  its  dinien- 
fions.  In  this  horrid  dungeon  prifoners 
are  confined  feven  or  eight  nights  ; a»d  | 
the  man  who  atiended  me  laid,  he  had  j 
known  it  two  feet  of  water  in  depth, 
and  hence  the  prifoners  are  obliged  to  j 
Hand  night  and  day  on  the  infide  fteps.  j 
The  necelTuv  for  this  I'eems  to  have  | 
been  forefeen,  as  there  Is  a flight  of  i 
fteps  hijideo^ thedungeon  as  high  as  the 
iron-grated  window  on  the  level  with  I 
the  Itreet  ; fo,  whether  the  prifoners  ' 
could  fit  down,  or  moft  fiand  upon  the  i 
fteps,  would  depend  on  the  nnmber.  ^ 

After  vifiling  the  gaols  Morpeth,  I ^ 
wtni  to  fee  Alnwick  Caftle,  w here  the  j 
Duke  of  Norihtunberland  has  prelerved  i 
one  of  thofe  prifons  calletl  the  Caftle- 
keep  ; the  lervani  who  attended  me 
faid  there  was  formerly  one  in  every  j 
lower.  In  order  to  deferihe  it,  1 mnil  t 
obferve,  that  the  entrance  is  through  a j 
narrow'  paflTage  fi.xleen  feet  long  to  a 
room  fixieen  ieel  four  inches  by  ten  feet  i 
four  inches.  In  the  centre  of  this  room  I 
1 delcended  by  a ladder  through  an 
aperture  (two  feet  four  inches  bv  one  | 
fool  ten  inches)  into  a dark  dungeon  I 
about  eight  feet  fix  inches  fipiare  and  i 
eleven  feet  high  ; it  reminded  me  t>f 
thofe  at  Durham,  as  being  the  general 
mode  of  confinement  in  lliofe  barba- 
rous ages  when  [he  fecnriti/  of  the  jiri- 
foners  was  alone  conlidcred. 

'I  bis  letter  mull  be  conlidcred  as  a 
kind  of  Journal  ; for,  as  I am  upon  the 
borders  of  Scotland,  1 wllh  to  fee  a little 
into  their  prillms  before  1 fend  it  oil'. 

Dunbar  w'as  the  firll  I vilited.  'The 
afeent  is  hv  a flight  of  fourteen  Heps, 
leads  to  two  large  rooms  about  le\en 
yards  Iquare,  one  of  which  is  for 
i'elons,  the  other  for  debtors  u'ho  are 
not  hiirg(JJes\  both  were  in  the  molt 
filthy  Hale  imatrinable,  and  the  debtors’ 
room  was  ()ccuj)ied  by  the  gaoler 
and  his  faniilv.  Up  Hairs  Is  a large 
room  lor  debtors  who  are  burgefles, 
'i'fie  dark  room  below,  called  Thieves-  , 

hole,  J 
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hole,  the  keeper  faid,  was  not  ufed  now.  effe6ls  may  he  attached  for  the  payment 
No  water;  no  court;  never  white-  of  thole  debts.  This  conpalfionatc 


wafhed. 

Haddington  County  Gaol  is  built 
partly  over  and  under  the  Airembly- 
hall.*  For  criminals  there  is  a dungeon 
fourteen  feet  by  feven,  with  an  arched 
roof,  lighted  and  ventilated  by  two 


law  prevents  a creditor  from  putting 
his  debtor  into  prifon,  unlefs  he  has 
good  realbn  to  think  lie  is  acding  Irau- 
dnlentlv.  Perjury  is  not  frequent  in 
Scotland,  i'he  oath  and  form  of  ad- 
minlllerino;  it  are  very  folemn.  The 


fmall  apertures  in  the  wall  towards  the  witnefs,  holding  up  his  right-hand,  re- 
hreet.  Up  liairs  are  two  niiferable  peats  the  following  words  after  the 
rooms  about  three  yards  I’quare,  with  Judge;  “ By  God  liiinfelf,  and  as  you 
a fmall  iron-grated  window,  the  ftraw  flvall  anlwer  to  God  at  the  great  day  of 
worn  to  dull ; an  uncovered  pail,  which  judgement,  you  Oiall  declare  the  truth 
is  emptied  once  a fortnight,  ferved  the  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  in  fo  far  as 


ptirpofe  of  a necefl’ary.  On  the  top  of 
the  building  is  a very  good  room  for 
debtors,  with  a fafh  window,  nineteen 
feet  by  thirteen.  No  court  ; no  water. 
Prifoners  12,  September  1802.  Debt- 
ors none ; criminal  one.  The  keeper 
lives  at  a diftance. 

Mii£elhuToh.  A large  room  over  the 
Guard-houfe  for  debtors,  at  the  end  of 


you  know  or  (hall  be  afked  at  you.” 
The  depofitlons  are  read  over,  and  ligned 
by  the  wiinelfes  and  Judge.  There 
feems,  however,  to  be  \ery  little  atten- 
tion jtaid  to  reforming  the  prifoners, 
the  attendance  on  divine  fervice  being 
optional  with  debtors,  and  not  perndi- 
ted  to  feloi  i.  In  three  of  the  felons 
rooms  are  fiocks  on  the  flfTor;  and  when 


which  is  a miferable  room  three  yards  the  prifbner  is  put  into  them,  he  mnft 
bv  two  for  criminals,  lighted  bv  a pane  lie  on  his  back  till  releafed.  Phe  gad. 


of  glafs  in  the  roof,  the  whole  dirty 
and  never  whitewafhed.  No  court  ; 
no  water.  The  gaoler  keeps  the  pub- 
lic houfe  adjoining.  Prifoners  17, 
September  1802.  Debtors  none  ; cri- 
minal one. 

Kdinl'iirgh  Tolhoofh.  Keeper,  or 
Captain,  James  VVellh  ; falary  100 1.  ; 
fees  (id.  coming  in,  andOd.  going  out; 
lixpence  of  which  is  paid  bv  the  debtor, 
and  fix  pence  by  the  creditor.  Felons 
pav  no  fees;  they  are  allowed  fourpence 


or  condeinnetl-cell,  has  a firong  iron- 
bar  acroi's  the  Boor,  to  which  the  pri- 
foner’s  leg  is  fallened  by  a ring,  fo  that 
he  cannot  raife  it  off  the  Boor.  The 
horrid  cage  yet  remains  ; but  the  keeper 
told  me  it  was  never  ufed.  No  fireing 
allowed,  except  in  the  common  hall  or 
dav-roorn,  and  wliich  is  alio  the  cha- 
pel. Debtors  and  felons,  men  and 
women,  mix  promiCcuoufly  together, 
J'he  gaol  bad  been  whiiewaflied  about 
fix  months  hefitre  my  vifit,  being  the 


a day  prior  to  being  indicted,  and  after-  only  time  in  twetify  years.  As  every 
wards  (which  is  fifteen  days  before  prifbner  may  have  as  much  beer  as  he 
trial)  they  are  allowed  fixpeuce.  Debt- 
ors are  alimented  by  their  creditors  at 
the  diferetion  of  the  Magifiraies  : the 
loweft  order  1 could  find  on  rect*rd  was 
fourpence  a dav;  the  debt  was  only  one 
guinea  ; the  hiuheft  order  was  elglueen 
pence;  this  principally  depends  on  the 
rank  in  life  the  debtor  has  been  accuf- 
tonied  to  rikove  in.  When  I was  in 
the  prifon,  the  ISth  Sept.  1802,  the 
keeper  received  five  pounds  frotn  the 
creditor  of  a Mrs.  ^an,  Ik  ing  One 
Hundred  days  aliment  at  one  finding 
per^  dav  ; the  debt  was  three  pou  nds, 
cofts  three  ^hillings,  to  commence  from 
the  III  of  September,  the  day  of  her 
commitment.  Bv  ilte  procefs  of  CelJio 
lanoruni,  a debtor  after  being  one 
month  in  prifon  mav obtain  his  liberty, 
and  be  feenred  againfl  execttiion  for  any 
previous  debts,  by  making  a furreiider 
of  all  his  efiebts  to  he  divided  among 
his  creditors  ; though,  if  he  afterward 
Comes  ijtio  beiier  ciicumfianccs,  his 


can  pay  for,  the  tap-room  was  full,  and 
manv  perfons  from  the  town  were 
drinking  with  the  prilbtiers.  Debtors 
i7  ; telons  2(j  ; Sept.  13,  1802. 

J’he  Toll-oof li.  in  the  Cannon  Gate 
was  in  a much  more  filthy  Itate  ; here, 
as  in  the  former  prifitn,  no  projter  re- 
paration ofthefexes;  town’s-people  and 
prifoners  drmkittg  totieiher.  Debtors  8. 

Holijrood  Ilo/ife.  i liis  Abbey'  has  the 
privilege  of  exempting  from  arreli  all 
perfitiis  who  Bee  to  it  for  protection, 
uj)ou  applying  to  the  llecorder  and 
paving  15s.  for  the  regiltrv  of  his  name. 
J'he  ixumdarv  on  the  Park  fide  is  of 
very  confiderable  extent  ; but,  if  any 
priloner  thus  privileged  contract  a 
debt  here,  he  may  l^e  arrelb'd,  and 
ihrmvn  into  the  Abbey  Prifon,  a 
room  upfiairs  about,  five  yards  fipiare, 
aiul  during  confinemenl  he  pavs  the 
Ahboy  Olficers  half  a merk  (6'd.  |.) 
a dav. 

Ihidt'iiuU.  This  prilbu 


r**  / ' ' 7 


2.94  Neild’s  Remarks  on 

built  niort*  on  the  plan  of  the  inge- 
nious Mr.  Ik'nihani  than  any  1 have 
vet  feeu  ; there  are  three  central  or  rn- 
i'petiion  rooms,  which  have  a com- 
j)leie  cotuinaittl  o\er  the  .‘>2’  work- 
rooms, (if)  tliat  the  keeper  or  his  alBl- 
llants  can  fee,  ob(er\e,  and  remark  on 
the  dii’poliiiou,  iudufirV,  or  idleuefs  of 
everv  iudi\  idual  prifoni  r,  without  being 
feen  himlelf,  rtt  iheciimiual  lulpectiug 
lie  is  watched.  'Itiis  circuuiliance 
jrroinoies  judidirv  ; and  what  coidide- 
rahly  adcU  to  excite  it  i«,  that  every 
prilbner  Ifiis  the  whole  of  his  eaiiriugs, 
after  iledufting  llie  expeule  of  cloaihs 
and  uiaintainauce  ; and  this  is  judi- 
cioLillv  paid,  one  third  when  he  g(x.’s 
out,  one  third  fix  nronihs  afterwards, 
and  the  remaining  third  at  the  expira- 
tion ol  12  nionihs,  on  producing  a cer- 
tificate of  hin  ^ood  beiiavionr.  There 
are  144  iinttle  cells,  i’o  that  thofe  who  are 
tlil’orderlv  are  \erv  ealily  ieli’cied  out, 
aili  removed  from  the  more  orderly 
and  indulirious.  Everv  Saturday  tlie 
prifoners  are  waflied  in  the  hatii,  pre\  i- 
ouslo'their  receiv  ing  clean  linen. 'Fliere 
is  a Jhhle  in  every  room,  and  thofe 
who  cannot  read  are  confined  on  the 
Sunday  with  thofe  who  can  read. 
'I'he  fidarv  of  the  Keeper  SO/.  ; no  fees 
or  garuifh  allowed  ; C haplain’s  lalarv 
20/.  dutv  twice  a week  ; Surgeon  20/. 
'I'here  leems  to  he  every  comfort  in  this 
prifon  which  can  aiiend  confinement; 
the  lobbies  and  lli-epi na-rooms  are  dry 
and  well  ventilated,  have  eardi  an  iron 
bedhead,  draw  mattrafs,  a hiiuler, 
two  llieels,  a blanket  ai*<i  a rug:  the 
ground  inelofed  hv  the  fiomuiarv  wall 
grows  vegetables  fiifficieui  for  the  iladv 
conliiniprion  of  100  prifotters;  part  of 
it  is  a grafs-jdai  for  bleaching  the 
cloaihs,  and  where  the  prifoners  walk 
r>n  the  Sainrdav  :ilternoon  after  bathing, 
'rile  accounts  of  the  prifon,  both  in  re- 
fpeef  to  diet  and  work,  are  kept,  with 
great  corre/'i  nefs  N umher  of  prifoners, 
Sejit  l.T,  1802,  five  men,  4f)  women. 

1 have  been  honoured  with  the  mod 
polite  and  marked  attention  bv  the 
l.ord  Provofl,  C'ouncil,  and  Magiltratcs, 
who  have  accompanied  me  to  the  Royval 
Inlirniary,  Orphans’  Hnfpital,  jleriot’s 
Ilofpital,  Watt’s  Hofpltal,  (diarily 
Workhonfe,  Library,  &c.  ; and 
hope,  from  the  fplendid  improvement.s 
carrying  on  in  the  llreets,  dquares,  and 
public  buildings,  that  the  elVential 
branch  of  prifon  police  will  not  be  long 
iiegletSlcd  : it  is  indeed  the  only  thing 
fthe  Koval  Oblervatorv  which  is  pecn- 
Hariy  circnmilanced  excepicdj  which 


the  Gaols  in  Scotland.  [April, 

ftrikes  me  as  wanting  reformation  'm 
this  magnificent  City.  I'here  is  ti  plot 
of  land,  where  fome  old  honfes  have 
been  pidled  down  and.  which  is  at  jire- 
leni  ufelefs,  well  rahmlaied  for  building 
a new  prifon,  and  which  might  com- 
municate with  the  (’onrt  of  Sellion. 
'I'he  front  of  the  gaoler’s  honfe  iingiu 
form  part  of  the  Iheei  ; the  'Fol booth  | 
and  rninon^  buildings  adjoining  it, taken  j 
down,  would  leave  it  I’pacious  and  airv.  j 

September  18,  1802.  Having  left  \ 

the  hofpiiable  and  magnificent  Citv  of  | 
Edinburgh,  1 came  to  Glasgow,  [ 
where  atieiuion  leeuied  wholly  directed  | 
to  Commerce.  On  niv  firli  v fit  to  the  i 
Tolboofh,  i was  mueh  furprized  when 
iheturukev  told  me,  they  had  expc6ted 
me  there  lOdavs  ago  : however,  it  did 
not  apjrear  that  there  had  been  any  al- 
teration (in  refpecl  to  cleanhnels)  in 
conlerpience  of  my  exfK'tled  vifii.  it 
was  iidiiiiiely  more  ffliliv  than  either 
of  the  'foluoofhs  at  Edinburgh.  Cn 
the  6rft  Hat  (or  Hoor)  there  are  nine 
rooms  about  feven  feet  fquare,  four  of 
which  ate  totally  dark,  and  vviihont 
ventilation,  except  wliat  is  admitted 
through  a very  fmali  aperture  in  the 
door.  'I'he  other  four  have  each  a final} 
iron-Ltrated  window:  the  ninth  is  called 
the  iron  room,  where  prifoners  niuler 
lenteuce  of  ileath  are  chained  (as  at 
}''dinbmgh)  to  a firong  iron  bar,  and 
cannot  lift  that  foot  from  ilie  floor. 
'Flic  fecond  flat  ha.s  one  room  for  cri- 
minals, and  two  for  dehinr.s,  abotu 
eialu  feet  fquare  ; and  the  tap  room, 
which  is  alumt  iG  feet  lipiare,  with  a 
fire-]i!ace  and  window.  'Fhe  third 
flat  has  five  rooms  for  dehnus  eight 
feet  fquare,  and  a larger  one  l()  !eet, 
fquare.  'Fhe  fourth  flat  has  Hve  rooms 
for  women.  'Fhough  niv  ifeoud  vifit 
to  this  prifon  was  before  10  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  tap-roosn  was  filKd 
with  men  and  women  drinking. 

'Fhe  Keeper’s  lalary  is  70/.  out  of 


whicli,  lie  told  me,  he  jraid  ; 

'Fo  a clerk  per  week  10’5.  - 26’/. 

'Fo  the  inner  lurnkey  jier 

week,  12.<?.  - - - - - - - 81/.  4s\ 
'Fo  the  outer  turnkey,  8i'. 

per  week  -------  20/.  l6i', 

'Fo  two  women,  for  feich- 
ing  water  and  cleaning 
hnckets,  4^.  -----  - 10/. 

For  the  water,  which  is 
fetched  from  a well  at  a 
diftance 4^. 


88/. 

'Flms  is  the  tap  made  a fburce  of  li- 

nance 
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nance  to  the  prlfon,  which  was  fiUhv 
and  ofFenfive  in  the  exueme  : larj^e 
quantities  of  aflies,  to  the  amount  of 
ieveral  loads,  were  in  various  nans  of 
the  prifon,  and  which  was  alinoft  in- 
tolerable from  fdh  in  a putrid  (late 
having  been  thrown  ainonj!;(t  it.  I'he 
cells  were  ib  oflenfive,  that  I won- 
der any  human  beino;  can  exitl  in 
them  ; the  uncovered  half  tubs,  which 
I'erved  the  [)urpofe  of  a necellary,  w'ere 
three  parts  full,  and,  u|)on  my  alking 
the  women  if  ihev  were  not  afliamed 
to  let  them  be  in  inch  a Hale,  one  of 
them  (turning  her  head  over  her  flundder 
towards  me)  replied,  “ They  are  not 
full  yet.”  ’Tis  true,  faid  1,  they  will 
hold  a little  more  ^Ve  generally 
empty  them  once  a fortnight,"  laid  flte. 
It  was  two  years  fince  the  ftaol  had 
been  whitewafhed  ; and  in  the  debtors 
room  there  was  a pap'er  Ituck  up, 

Garnilh  Eiglueen  Pence.'’ 

Prifoners,  Sept.  18,  i802  ; debtors 
28  ; felons  iq  snen,  S women. 

Glaf(^ow  B rid  no  ell,  finiihed  and  in- 
habited, May  17(j8,  confdls  of  a centre 
building  and  two  wings  ; the  centre 
building  is  for  prifoners  ; the  EaH  w'ing 
is  a warehoufe,  and  tVie  keeper  relides 
in  the  Wefl  wing,  In  which  is  the 
infirmary.  The  prifon  has  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  the  four  fiats,  or 
ilories,  104  cells,  nine  feet  fix  by  {‘even 
Eet  eight ; two  jrerfons  generally’  work 
in  each  cell ; employinent,  weaving, 
tambouring,  fprigiiiug  rnufiin,  aud 
pickiitg  cotton.  At  the  top  of  the 
building  is  the  chapel,  where  divine 
fervice  Is  performed  every  Sunday.  A 
book  is  kept,  with  a regular  entry  of  the 
prifoners’  wmrk  and  beiiaviom*  ; and 
whatever  their  earnings,  exceed  the  coll 
of  clothes  and  maintainance,  they  re- 
ceive when  difeharged.  1 read  an  ac- 
count of  one  Margaret  Ratnond,  who 
received  at  her  difcliarce  1.5l.  lOs.  1 id.; 
another  prifoner  n-reived  1 ll.  5s.  ; and 
a third  5l.  Qs  'Margaret  Ramond  re- 
ceived the  whole  of  her  money  at  one 
paymeni  : the  cofbeqTfence  was,  that 
her  drunken  and  riou>ns  behaviour  Toon 
lent  her  back  to  her  f)ld  habitation. 
The  whole  prifon  was  dirtv,  ill  I'upplied 
with  water,  and  had  not  been  whiie- 
wafhed  fince  built.  Number  of  pri- 
foners, Sept.  18,  1800,  uiaety.  There 


is  a corporal’s  guard  conftantly  in  the 
court-yard. 

1 was  much  plea  fed  with  the  Royal 
Infirmarii , in  wtfich  (here  are  eighty- 
iixpatleiits;  the  wards  are  very  clean, 
and  the  lick  well  attended  to. 

The  iP'ork  or  Poor  Iloufe  of  this  city 
particularly  attracted  my  attention, from 
the  great  care  taken  of  the  children, 
and  the  progrefs  they  make  in  leurning, 

1 thouglil  the  books  luul  been  laid  out 
for  the  purpoi’e,  till  ilie  mailer,  imagin- 
ing iny  doubts,  defired  me  to  call  out 
and  examine  any  bovs  that  I pleafed  : 

I did  fo,  and  my  furjirize  was  iucvea'ed 
on  liearing  children  of  five  or  fix  years 
of  age  conjugate  any  verb  I propofed  to 
them  ; and  a boy  about  eight  years  old 
read  me  an  oration  of  Demofihenes, 
from  Kno.x’s  Eleeani  Tyxiratls,  with 
as  much  emphafis  and  energy  as  if  he 
had  been  declaiming  at  College  fora 
prize  The  attention  of  the  fchool- 
mafiers  in  Scotland  is  very  great  ; atid 
they  certainly  deferve  better  pay,  for 
their  great  care  and  fuccefs  in  the  dif- 
femination  of  knowledge  and  found 
morals,  Doclor  Price  obferves,  “ Se- 
minaries of  learning  are  the  fprings  of 
fociety,  which,  as  they  flow  foul  or 
pure,  diffufe  through  fncceflive  genera- 
tions depravity  and  mif'ery,  or,  on  the 
contrary,  virtue  and  kappinefs."  This 
country,  fo  illnflrious  i’or  virtue,  for 
learning,  and  for  valour  ; whole  ftreets, 
fquares,  and  public  buildings,  are  mo- 
numents of  talle  and  magnificence  ; 
and  whofe  hofipitaliiy  is  almoll  pro- 
verbial, will  MOt  furely  fufi’er  their  pri- 
fons  long  to  remain  in  a (tale  of  neg- 
leel.  and  filth  which  would  difgrace  a 
nation  of  Motteiuots.  Adieu,  my  dear 
Sir;  and  believe  me  your  moll  obliged 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Carlife,  Sept.  22,  1802.  Jas.  Neild. 
IDoSior  Lettfom,  London. 

P.  S.  A Eetler  from  ProfeiTor  Dun- 
can, dated  Sept.  18.  1808,  informs  me, 
that  the  iiials  of  old  building  adjoining 
tlie  gaol  is  now  removed,  but  the 
gaol  iilelf  remains  in  j'lutu  quo  ; a dif- 
grace to  the  Nation  ! 

^ The  Rev.  Dr.  V'cefinnub  Knox,  of 
Tunhriilge  in  Kent.  To  the  works  of  this 
exernplary  Divine  and  elegant  Writer,  tl>e 
\\Q  !<J  IS  mneh  imlehted  for  the  promotion 
ot  Riety  aud  Virtue. 
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LETTER  VI.  ON  PRISONS. 

Samhrook-coiirty 
Mr.  urban,  ^ ' 

May  I o. 

S the  fturdieft  oak 
^ of  the  forefl  germi- 
^ Dated  from  a fmall 
^ acorn  3 as  the  moll 
^ R impetuous  and  am- 

pie  rivers  fpring 
from  almofl;  imperceptible  fources  3 
fo  the  greateft  atrocities  of  the  moll 


obdurate  man  may  be  traced  to 
trivial  inllances  of  mifcondu6t,  or 
venal  examples  of  vice,  at  firfi; 
fcarcely  noticed  5 and  perhaps  not 
cognizable  to  legal  juftice,  or  liable 
to  the  falutary  rellraiiats  and  punilh- 
•ments  in  which  it  aught  ever  to  be 
exercifed. 

The  feeds  of  future  vices  are 
often  fowii  in  very  early  life  5 they 
ripen  by  example,  and  mature  by 
age.  Hence  it  is  of  the  greateft 


importance  to  the  community  that 
the  roots  of  thefe  noxious  plants  be 
early  removed  3 that  the  bad  pro- 
penfities  of  unguarded  youth  be 
corrected,  before  they  are’  exem- 
plified by  pradtice,  and  become  fa- 
miliar by  repetition. 

The  moft  ufual  fources  of  early 
depravity  may  be  afcribed  to  the 
want  of  a decent  education,  and 
its  concomitant,  idlenefs.  Educa- 
tion is  to  the  mind  what  eyes  are 
to  the  body  3 it  expands  intelledt, 
and  ftrengthens  reafon  3 and,  while 
it  enables  the  poftTeflbr  to  apply  his 
powers  to  the  emoluments  of  in- 
duftry,  it  prevents  idlenefs,  and 
fortifies  refolution  to  withftand  vice. 

In  refiedting  upon  this  pleafing 
foLirce  of  future  happinefs,  the  man 
of  feeling  and  piety  contemplates, 
with  high  gratification,  the  increaf- 
ing  eftablifhnients  of  Sunday  and 


other  fchools,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rifing  generation,  by  which  not 
only  ufeful  inftrudlion  is  gratui- 
toufty  conferred,  but  ability  to  read 
the  Bible  and  other  books  of  in- 
ftrudlion is  aftorded.  The  candle 
which  before,  laid  dormant  and  ufe- 
lefs  is  lighted,  and  rendered  capa- 
ble of  illuminating  others  3 and  the 
future,  it  may  be  prefumed,  will 
exceed  the  preceding  generations, 
as  the  means  of  improvement  will 
be  extended. 

But  the  tender  plant,  however 
promifing,  requires  renewed  atten- 
tion 3 left  idlenefs,  like  a canker, 
impede  Its  growth  3 and  vice,  like 
a bleak  wind,  wither  its  bloflbms, 
and  ingraft  buds  capable  of  bearing 
only  noxious  fruit. 

In  each  parifti,  this  fuperintend- 
ing  care  Ihould  be  conftantly  exer- 
cifed 3 and,  by  promoting  Virtue 
and  Induftry,  the  poor  rates,  and 
other  expences,  would  be  leftened,, 
if  not  prevented,  and  the  commu- 
nity in  general  enriched.  Contraft; 
the  practice  which  pervades  almofl 
every  parifh  : inftead  of  early  aflifl- 
ing  the  forlorn  inhabitant,  who, 
by  a little  aid,  opportunely  applied, 
might  have  extricated  himfelf  and 
offspring  from  impending  diftrefs 
and  ruin  3 his  application  for  relief 
is  treated  with  the  angry  rebuff. 

You  muft  o-Q  to  the  Workhoufe.’^ 

O 

And  thus,  by  denying  temporary 
aid  and  rood  counfel,  the  whole 
family  become  a permanent  ex- 
pence 3 their  fpirit.s  are  broken, 
the  pride  and  energies  of  inde- 
pendence are  deftroyed,  and  im- 
mured with  others  once  like  them- 
fclves — virtuous,  but  poor,  they  ac-^ 
quire,  like  their  new  alfociates,  ha- 
bits of  idlenefs  and  vice  3 the  pa- 
rent 
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rent  negle6ts  himfelf  anr)  his  chil- 
dren if  they  had  acquired  a little 
learning,  it  is  foon  forgotten  ; for 
idlenels,  while  it  engenders  noxious 
weeds,  fmothers  faintary  ones. 

The  poor  are  often  farmed  out 
and  fed  by  contratf,  and  fome  of 
them  prefer  begging,  or  even  a 
Bridewell,  to  the  rellridllons  of  a 
Workhoufe  ; and  the  contradlor, 
by  permitting  it,  is  thus  exonerated 
from  the  expence  of  maintenance, 
wJiilft  the  mendicant  can  fupport 
himfelf  by  exciting  the  charity  ot 
the  humane,  and  raifing  a premium 
on  the  induliry  of  others.  If  thele 
means  of  fubfiftence  prove  defec- 
tive, the  trail fttion  to  thieving  is 
eafy ; and  the  gradation  from  a 
Bridewell  or  a workhoufe  is  a pri- 
foil  5 and  the  hep  from  this  is  the 
gallows,  which  might  have  been 
prevented  by  the  extenfion  of  early 
fuccour,  and  trifling  expenditure. 

Thus  has  reafoned  the  benevo- 
lent Neild,  from  long  experience 
of  the  fad  eftefts  of  Bridewells, 
Workhoufes,  and  Houfes  of  Cor- 
redion,  rendered  nurferies  of  Vice, 
by  their  improvident  management  3 
where  Idlenefs  finds  an  afylum  3 
where  Induftry  meets  with  no  en- 
couragement 3 where  a Clergyman 
is  unknown,  and  Religion  is  ba- 
nilhed  3 for  here,  the  truths  of  the 
Gofpel  arc  never  conveyed  ! 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 


My  Dear  Sir,  Oti.  23,  i8ot. 

By  the  fcrap  inclofed  in  my  lall 
you  will  fee  it  was  my  intention  of 
writing  to  you  on  my  return  from 
vifiting  the  gaols  of  Surrey  and 
Suflex.  Circumftances  happened 
which  prevented  my  finilhing  what 
I had  begun.  The  plan  I fet  out 
upon  in  Auguft  lalt  was,  to  vifu 
the  county  and  town  gaols  3 ac- 
cordingly 1 went  to  Hertfordfliire, 
Buckinghamfliire,  Bedford  fliire, 
Northaraptonfliire,  Huntingdon- 
Ih  i re , Ca m hr i d ge  fli i re,  Su rry , S u ife x , 
and  Kent  3 but,  till  1 came  to  Maid- 
fione,  never  thought  of  vifiting  the 
Bridewells.  That  they  are  the  very 
finks  of  Vice  and  Profligacy,  and 


Letter  on  Prifons,  [May, 

a never-failing  fource  to  fupply  f 
our  gaols,  will,  I think,  be  evi-  j 
dent  from  the  following  defcrip- 
tion. 

Maidstone  Bridewell.  John 
Down,  keeper  3 falary  501. 3 pri- 
foners  323  allowance  five  half 
quartern  loaves  per  week  each. 
Surgeon  as  in  the  town  gaol.  No  , 
chaplain,  or  divine  fervice  ever  per-  i 
formed.  Court-yard  18  yards  by 
14  yards.  The  young  beginner 
and  the  old  offender  promifcuoufly 
mixed  3 a few  employed  in  the 
hemp  and  flax  raanufadtory,  but 
they  have  no  part  of  what  they 
earn. 

Two  boys  fpinning  twine,  the  | 
one  in  irons,  the  other  not  3 upon 
alking  the  reafon,  the  keeper  in- 
formed me,  the  former  was  but 
lately  ferit  there  3 that  he  made  it  a 
rule  to  put  every  new-comer  into 
irons,  and  if  he  behaved  well  for 
fovie  time  to  take  them  off. 

In  this  fituation  I faw  nine  or 
ten  all  heavily  fettered,  fome  of 
them  extremely  fo.  It  is  a pity  ’ 
that  there  are  no  printed  rules  and 
orders  for  its  government  3 no  pe-  I 
riodical  reports  of  its  condu6t3  no  | 
vifiting  Committee  to  controul  its 
management. 

Difcharged  pennilefs,  almofl;  fa- 
miflied,  half  (fcarcely  half)  cloath- 
ed,  the  miferable  objedls  become 
midnight  depredators  3 hence  (from 
the  Bridewells)  will  our  county 
gaols  be  replete  with  felons,  and 
the  fcaffolds  of  execution  groan 
with  the  accumulated  weis^ht  of 

^ O 

thefe  wretched  malefadfors — doubly 
wretched,  from  their  fufferings  and 
their  crimes  ! 

Impelled  by  chance,  or  curiofity, 
in  my  lirfl  viflt  of  the  Bridewells  3 
I am  now  prompted  to  the  purfuit 
by  the  miferies  of  the  fuflerers,  and 
by  ftriking  at  their  fource  attempt 
the  relief  of  the  miferable. 

From  the  converflitions  I have 
had  with  many,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  gaoler,  fparks  of  good  inten- 
tions have  been  plainly  indicated  3 
the  acknowledged  regular  and  cor- 
rect behaviour  in  nrapy  has  con- 
vinced 


'H; 


of  ;-  H-;V‘  4nt  ■'^.^>J{.4"Hp.:  Two  •■.  ■ rT 

Ip^ i)  >\.  ^i'L:7l‘>'r.‘i  ;-'  iti..  'W''f,t;M.:jij  n.  'nr;  : 

ff-.  - ^^„',lvr!  eith-^r  '^r  n?  m:^;  >■?••=  n^v^  ^ .^’n.  • 

2 • tbot  '^O  :.:tt  -V 

V,K.i^-‘'”i'^flr'r,  Ai-  i'iijr/'  1 o,tr..<H.< 

i ri\i,;f.  ,,<*.  r'. 

4> . s;  J ' ■ #|i:Vj  ' ' n 1 .;  i.'  <-. -. i < v.- ? i r*  ■ > 


-'4 


.;  • V ii  't*.A 

■ ' 

'3lP4*;n,>f  ' 


' . es^  1,0  « fc‘ -.  i;*- 


f-Q  ^ *A.  tuiy- 

I.-. 

\f-  .'■  -Jy  .*!*-f.  :••  M't#. 

U ■ lkt^‘  ;•■  ti. 

./  ■.  \ 

!■  ' 1#  .fi'x!  '' 

jull  7 n 

rv 

• -»  ».  •'^  ' 1 

7 / ^ v_ 

• ij 

?:;>•'•  ' ' 

IM- 

^2  s.  •,  ■ ■ ■;  . : , 

.v-ri/ri- 

!.*  *yh-^w?  r 

■ 4 

^V  -i;  JJ'  V, 't,-.  ; " -■ 

“ ; 4v>  ff^'. : - t>'- 

• > ..  ?.  Ak  *_5>*  1 HI  I ■ ■ ■ 

' ■ ■".■  X V.' ' 

, O .*:  ■ •■‘■i  -‘^  ■. 

,^4,«-A  «>>■'  iw  • 

.'^  vt’** 


- V •■^r'";i:-i 


V'lfit  . ,';t' 


‘f^’- 

<» 


•h' 


N .-iiy*  'fKc::^t  ■='*  j^'t' 


__gjncK-r  .\:Xt  V,  ’.  • " ^-;n:  i>i- 

iliV  kwt  k 2>*  :,i:  ‘.(■•■•■v;  '/i. , 

^ irclify.,'.  \.‘X..:  i'  - 


iY'Sr-  r 


M v^KI  ?..i' 

.:.ii 

i::  .K'  m •*j5«r.  vsrj-iiv 


, ItxSi" 

fWP": 

‘^'kX 

?fc. 

>Al6' 

'4  i>5Li»»'Si^.%r4.Vi 

Tr^- 

if- 

■mt  ^^■ 

1 Ok-i 

i-f.-s,  Miy  'XJ . 

- 1 ''*  , ' 

■ ’?«-  * 

•k  • • ' 

> A* 

i f^Ji  U ' ' 

. 

.ikl 

O*^ 

t...v.^ 

. I'r 

ii’tkL«ST;»  i\  '.'OM 

- 

i 

tVr^' 

h:uf  rnsrcc-'^ 

itPHX'  i. 

y . - 

v: 

r «!  '- 

b * 1 1.*  i «»  1 --  4 *«» 

.‘Ji  fi-nV 

V‘“ ' 

•:-a 

■ '-  o 

, j 

ct*;'*'.  .';- 

t'... 

. I5  'ti  .'  ,> 

■v'rr’jvi  d 


# - V*  ^ N 
i4«f  * . « 

■ .■  - 


i i r-nr:  ;2>,. 


i ’.  rt  , 'T.  U-l- 

*»  1 *;>  * 


r;=-  pv 

1A  . , J 


i 4ir  . .r-.>*,  /m-  u-.  .ina  ..■£.  Viow- 


i*4»:)c:'?»  r '■ 

•-'7,  A«, 

• e 

.•> 

1-,:  ■• , i -SAh  Kt\  y 

H'  A'ti'niti  \v*  ' 

j ■-■«..■  It 

• ;>i 

rjiik!.''  n.  >,vi’,  Uy^ufr 

*5  ,4jiC 

wkuh  rj  ‘d  • ■ 

A • kv  .'A 

; 

f cilf  fX.'  ...^ 

• J V ii^*4 

i'>. /»..••  . v'; 

A VAi 

A 

: * ■;  ,:---^  k . A'  A.;,.,, 

■ hx-  ri:vy 

VI' V, 

,.  'A.  i4 

'!"V  ;■  , 

t.,^  ■''  ; tf  .41?  .-xi^iA' 

< - . f im 

Uii?  ^iiiw  5 kJ  n 

■ T.r 

f <U AT-. 

» r :<  . .> 

ilkiv'  V*iA 

'yji  ^sT*  Ji»-i 

vA 

V-r  ■ '•  ■ 

H '*■•'•'•<  i b *#%*■•> 

Aj*  :■ 

*r«  JKi  ■- 

i v i ^ ■< 

rAf 

ri^•^  . Jn  * :-  v' . 

xf If 

* / 

-s'-  .*■- 

. • ^ 

V >'  _»*  2 

‘J-  ' . *1*.  .Tk<;,  yj.'' 

* ••  *»• 

ni-'A  7'.  y-'i?" 

r<t  yn  7 4 

Af« 

■■.;>  lil 

-iiry  ^ \..y  ty./'A  SaJ^ 

vau'iov  i^j^‘-'T:r-r  .■. 

“rd-  n ui*:.  !i'  ;-  * ■ X. 

nii  I ri’.iun:  V>v  .^  ■ r :;'‘i  • >'4J- 
lioor',  IT' V’.  s'f ‘4  . i .d'  ^Xii^'/T'T 
35 ‘.*7  buv  )•■  nr-n  > tih>aiv 


vr  <?>  •.j.''.  ')r»ivi>i)J.  iUtForwj^^.  uA 

Viii'  i*  'i  .'  ' ' *’\  >3  ^ .<  ;■<./ 

' ‘ v .'  •7:;Y4S,  ■;!»,,.  ns-i;  »-■ 

. '^■.,  i '/■•V'l  45tV  )ir*i  ^••U"- 

.-••d’  ^vAi  rT.. " ' ^-.  '^jr 


■ P’-JU.  ’ : r--',  twj  4.,  uo^wJi.  , 


Af 


P'lijua  a Jlrv]{»r  r-;*',*  '' c c; 
f v*  Lt'iv-*,  ,;..  i I 


.V--:'  , 


w 

jn-nf-.  - '.'5ft''  r ■■:'  •<;'.  r'  Oi 

■>  ^ > >■• 


;J,;i(if  ; Jl  bt^^Xir'iri  ill  ti'Cl  : ;*■'  • 

i ’.vh’.L’h  nlit  »l>'/  * LM:  ' ■ ■ 0^  i.  ’ ufK'  N^icys^  I ii&’'  .•K'tiji>--i', 

Cc  ;■  :”  0**r-  ? •’^v  _ ■',  uv::,'  -'Vr.fr 

, 4iiife4  i.'i  jVtievfciTrr.  An  ,'^r...-."  -7  xT 

T-cni;t--yjr!;’d  :*•’«’.  ! ).,;^A  ■.  r Gir.,.litt:C  ' . nit : . v , .vn  cVi'"  u i-  n Ui- 

it  i^:  r.dA;7A£<^.  ilrc’y/iti  yi\  u- 'i - . ■: ’.IcyiU  ;■.  -••  v 

/. . ■ . >4  •'  ' . 


. !•,  / / . ;'' . , 


. ->5 


MiW. 


''^.• 


.f. 


? s' 


V' 


>3 


i? 


^n- 


ff7vi  il«r  *»t  5a  . "K:  ■V'JSipJ#-'. 


,.  5a  . "K: 

tk^’^  ff^fr  n cvjif«,  , -^^'tcn*'’ 

f»*  lijf  iikk  ^jitli»  '"H 

^ v't  «SC?d*  f.  •*;.■  -tMd: 

1^  m»Jl(W*^ •■•<!:&;  <4  •)<»r4“-. 

Whi^lV  th<  rac  -«>v*^f4ie  k# 

l^fSarts^^-lk  ifte  vi!».a^,tv'  $i:’  isi'TsM  ^ « c% 


/;»K. 


bwp*^^**  '''■^.  ‘ - ^ , 

w/rfij^/>:  to  fWi4.3^  ifc  • Tijfcn'  ii^ 

^sjoinin^^  tff'm  ^ ^»&  ,5n  tV. 

W ^*'OTi(ti^^  t y>r»-  T fh4<Si?9s}i^ 

i' tifi«f|ier  tfib 

tern  <^n'  iiwj  ^arter^i^j 

^--  *ftT.imt  >*/  iJifl*  niViJ  t)C . r«r*Ty  joci^^^otmbr 

’ *'  111**  t * 1 ^ L iL  '‘i  k /» 


^>'  ' iS#  and  if  t4(R  y iwilt, 

"*1  ^ftjf  fcilial  ^swH*  i(;^ . wluf  t'.’'fffio-  i^:' 


vjPttonK:?^ '.me  rjcwio  or  i®r:\|i  wr  w »>  «, 

r<«6i^  *iwiT4«’-r«irf  '^’’ifr,  iktex  «*»  p/»iif«A  *At -, 

Ib.iiiH  3>*  5^y4<v%  f r.  r^  lfj  f.t»j4^ 


_ ,,-  , - . ^ , 

Trjd»^*bri*  mf/'p  MiniU  * "»  «tlidt4f  v,*  »«brf^ik  UJ.  t!iit)’xgu4  I 
^•orj^cm^  1*  i **kn^ '*  i'kv-vH)  ?n  ntAtUv-^ww-tit,  J 

*-§T»ijitiO*i^tf  4';"^  4^  T!?^3<;^  j;>*i||:ii-Jrf1J*r{^  :»iTf|||€4l1 

i V‘’' 't'  »rt_  ^ * .it  of ‘2u“'^» 

tp  / •!  t iien(« 

” fW  &.Tt:«-*i>?iiJl4  ftarv«<(i 


( mytthr  ftrfV'*^ 


_-  ;A*  / . r '^-  if^ry  <i-.  '?•¥>•  tyfk  «r viih , -i 

• |\  ■■  ' 'ISy  it"'-'  l^lt'jlc**  <ci4‘  CTt^iytSwef ' |i 

- w.lf  ‘^f  M mv  .«f  Avith  i^L  i ihr0Kj^m9i*^  .i%^M 


^k^^l(^  Ci;iroe^^v:P'' , ■' ‘ • v*j  ? ■■’ 

d^'^.  ^•v^'rO^^»f  inf  W^TA-v^iirSuiV  oi|ij>«r-.  lar  <Ur]y 

! tol  ■'T^.'jt-'v^  Kf'si^  4H4,  V’Ij  4^i;4i.2‘ ibt' 

>;'L  :tJt<lL\.J*“d  A>wr»5i-...  % s’' til  lise*' mvvUnniifltedidO 


,^if  ' 1^  i^n4  tir-  ‘ - 

1 . '<M^.  ' ^ jM  ..XVt  . A ~ ^1  .JIMdH3,l>  .4^ 


r*  •fj 

'.03t''nfHtibp|  iih 


f to*  0’P7  *7.  %J<Tr  ^ 04f»‘W^  ■a"V'  fO»*  ’ 

i^t-  l?w.,«okn  . 

- f . .•^'  v f 


•v-'A  .■'  -*1  »t! ' 

^ »*.-!:*  /vV* 


4c>: 


>'.*'■  ‘-t 


i8o4«]  Mr,  Neild  on  the  Kcntilh  Bridewells^  39^ 


i/inced  me  of  it.  How  much  then 
•s  it  to  be  regretted,  that,  during  a 
liwo  years  imprifonraent  they  fhould 
never  receive  either  moral  or  reli- 
ipous  inftiTiftion  j thus  the  latent 
"park,  in  head  of  being  encouraged, 
s extinguijlied.  At  each  entrance 
:bf  almoft  eveiy  town  there  is  a 
nainted  board,  ordering  all  perfons 
feen  begging  to  be  comnaitted  to 
nrifon.  What  is  the  poor  object 
to  do  ? Juft  difcharged  from  gaol  ; 
naked,  fcarcely  able  to  move,  in- 
capable of  any  labour,  and  perifti- 
ng  with  hunger,  he  is  driven  by 
'rretiftible  iiecelftty  to  commit  fome 
■predatory  adt,  which  foon  brings 
nim  back  to  his  former  manfion, 
and  ftrortens  a wretched  life,  that 
might  have  been,  with  a little  at- 
tention, a ufeful  one. 

Dartford  Bridewell.  Tho- 
mas Okill  keeper,  falary  301. 5 fees, 
felons  13s.  4d.  j mifdemeanours 
6s.  8d.  Prilbners  feven  3 allow- 
!3nce,  three  half-quartern  loaves 
each  per  week.  Court-yard  40  feet 
by  22  feet,  Inlirmary  14  feet  7 
[inches  by  ii  feet  6 inches  3 white- 
ivvalhed  four  times  a year.  Em- 
ployment, picking  oakum,  at  which 
[they  were  at  work  3 and  they  receive 
\the  whole  of  their  earnings.  None 
of  them  in  irons  3 the  keeper  told 
me  he  very  feldom  made  ufe  of 
lany  3 the  gaol  clean,  the  prifoners 
(healthy  and  cheerful  ; but  in  this 
tprifon  divine  fervice  is  never  per- 
iformed.  In  every  other  refpedl, 
ihow  different  from  that  at  Maid- 
\(lone  ! though  both  are  in  the  fame 

O 

[County, 

I cannot  clofe  my  letter  without 
imentioning  the  gaol  atRocuESTER, 
iwhich  I vifited  on  the  20th  Sep- 
itember  3 Edward  Wright  keeper  5 
ifalary  none,  but  as  *ferjeant-at- 
imace  30I.  3 prifoners  three  3 no 
[chaplain  or  divine  fervice  ever  per- 
tformed.  Two  cells,  each  feet 
Iby  3 feet  6 inches  3 a bedftead  in 
teach,  which  fills  about  one  half  the 
d’pace  3 an  earthen  pan  in  one  cor- 
iner,  ufed  as  a neceffary.  No  water  3 
(110  court -yard  3 no  light  or  air,  but 
fwhat  is  admitted  through  an  iron- 


grated  door.  Two  men  in  one  cell, 
one  woman  in  the  other.  Debtors 
and  felons  mix  together  5 there  is 
one  room  in  the  houfe,  10  feet  by 
9 feet,  for  fuch  debtors  as  can  pay. 

I have  not  room  to  fay  more  on  the 
fubjedt  of  Bridewells  3 therefore 
fliall  finifh,  by  obfervations  on  the 
exterior  of  Chelmsford  Gaol, 
w'hich  has  more  the  appearance  of 
a gentleman’s  houfe  than  a prifon. 
Vulgar  and  vicious  minds  are  moft 
effedtually  touched  by  the  inftru- 
mentalityof  exterior  objedis  : there- 
fore I would  recommend  ruftic 
work  and  fetters,  as  at  Newgate, 
which,  inftead  of  wonder  and  ad- 
miration, would  create  a terror  and 
dread  in  the  weak  and  ignorant, 
and  ufefully  operate  on  their  minds 
through  the  rasdium  of  the  fenfes. 
I am,  with  cordial  efteem  and  re- 
gard, dear  fir,  your  much  obliged 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Jas.  Neild. 

Dear  Sir,  Chelfea,  Feh.  10,  1802. 

When  I confider  that  I have  been 
returned  a month,  from  vifiting 
the  prifons  of  Berks,  Somerfet, 
Wilts,  Dorfet,  and  part  of  Glou- 
cefterftiire,  I bluth  to  think  I have 
neither  called  upon,  or  fooner  wrote 
to  you.  I had  hopes  of  giving  you 
a particular  detail  of  my  journeys  ; 
but  I find  every  hour  fo  taken  up  in 
fending  my  Statement  of  Debt- 
ors” to  the  prefs,  that  I really  have 
not  had  time  to  communicate  my 
obfervations  to  thofe  philanthropic 
minds  who  are  beft  able  to  pro- 
mote, and,  finally,  to  crown  my 
humble  endeavours,  to  procure  re- 
lief to  individual  fufferings,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  a public  good, 
I am,  indeed,  getting  but  ftowly 
forward  with  my  State  of  Pri- 
fons,” which  will  include  every 
defeription  of  prifoners  3 and  every 
journey  I take  convinces  me  more 
and  more  of  the  neceflity  of  vifiting 
the  Bridewells  and  Hoi/fes  of  Cor- 
reSiion  ; fome  of  them  1 have  found 
to  be  (what  they  were  intended) 
places  of  recolledtion,  forrow,  and 
repentance  3 while  in  others  the  in- 
tention is  defeated,  and  they  are 

con- 
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Mr,  Neild  on  the  Kentifh  Bridewells^  &c. 


[May, 


. converted  into  the  fchools  of  vice 
and  profligacy. 

The  impretlion  made  on  my 
mind  at  Maidjhne  will  never  be 
effaced.  Thirty  men  and  boys^ 
young  beginners  and  old  offenders, 
crammed  together,  like  Iheep  in  a 
fold,  in  a court-yard  only  i6  yards 
by  14  ; lodged  in  two  rooms  on 
barrack  bedfleads  of  7 yards  by  5 j 
ten  of  them  heavily  ironed  3 Ibme 
committed  for  two  months,  others 
for  two  years  imprifonment  3 there 
were  only  fix  employed,  and  they 
had  no  part  of  their  earnings.  No 
communication  can  be  fo  bad  for 
a petty  thief  as  that  of  a great 
one  3 and  therefore  it  fliould  be 
guarded  againfl  with  the  greatefl: 
care.  It  trains  many  to  the  gallows, 
and  lets  loofe  a multitude  of  thieves, 
more  completely  verfed  in  the  art 
of  thieving  than  they  were  at  their 
flrft  commitment.  By  fuch  means, 
they  form  themfelves  into  gangs, 
and  become  more  formidable  to  fo- 
ciety.  If  a Honfe  of  CorreSiion 
were  always  a place  of  labour,  tlie 
prifoner’s  mind  would  receive  im- 
provement by  the  very  employment 
of  his  body  3 inflead  of  which,  I 
found  the  raiferable  inhabitants 
falling  vidtims  to  cold,  hunger,  and 
difeafe  3 their  rags  infuffleient  to 
cover  their  nakednefs,  and  alraofl: 
alive  with  vermin,  as  is  evinced  in 
my  accounts  of  this  prifon,  Col- 
chejier,  Marjlialfea,  and  the  bo- 
rough Compter-,  and  who  could  fee 
ihofe  feenes  of  ficknefs,  forrow, 
and  diflrefs,  without  dropping  the 
Sympathetic  tear,  that  fuch  a bitter 
cup  ihould  fall  to  the  Ibare  of  a 
fellow-creature  ? I wifli  the  Ma- 
giflrates  of  Colchefter  and  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  had  vifited  with 
me  thofe  two  prifons,  which  are  un- 
d.er  their  particular  care,  and  feen 
what  I witnefled  in  thofe  manfions 
•of  mifery  3 they  would  then  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  account  I have 
given  is  not  an  aggravated,  but  a 
melancholy  matter  of  fadf,  too  de- 
plorable for  imagination  to  paint 


worfe  than  it  really  is.  Nor  is  this 
all,  or  perhaps  the  , worfl;  part 
Not  one  of  the  keepers  (the  Mar- 
Jhalfca  excepted)  having  ever  re- 
membered divine  fervice  perform- 
ed in  their  prifons.  Through  the  ex- 
ertions of  my  friend  iVir.  Alderman 
Cadell,  a Committee  was  deputed 
to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the' 
Borough  Compter,  and  I had  the' 
pleafure  to  meet  them  there  yefter- 
day  3 from  their  report,  I doubt  not 
it  will  be  improved.  I am  forry  tc 
fay,  my  repeated  vifits  (though  no! 
abfolutely  prohibited)  are  frequentl;^ 
met  with  fullennefs  and  referve 
The  town  Bridew^ell  at  Reading  is 
built  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  ole 
church  3 the  keeper,  John  Shailer, 
lives  in  the  public  houfe  adjoining  5 
falary  lol.  Prifoners,  l3ec.  13, 
1801,  three.  Neither  the  for 
the  prefervation  of  health,  nor  the 
claufes  againfl  fpirituous  liquors, 
were  hung  up.  No  water  accef- 
flble  to  the  prifoners.  This  gaoler 
is  one  of  the  oLd  fchooI,  rough,  rude^ 
and  ignorant,  he  pofitively  refufedi 
me  admittance  ; luckily  the  Mayor 
was  at  home,andhegavemean  order.: 
Prom  one  of  the  largefl  prifons  - for 
debtors  I was  informed,  that  it  was 
an  infult  on  the  Magiflrates,  and! 
very  afluming  in  an  individual,  to 
attempt  information  refpedting  the 
flate  of  it.  d'hus  you  fee,  my  good 
friend,  it  is  not  fuflicient  that  I 
fpend  my  time  and  fortune,  and 
endanger  my  health,  but  muft  be 
fubjedted  to  caprice,  or  fomcthiiig 
worfe.  However,  I will  go  on  3 
and  if  it  Ihould  pleafe  God  to  pre- 
ferve  my  life,  and  enable  me  to  go 
through  my  undertaking,  I will 
particularly  mark  thofe  prifons 
where  I am  denied  infortiiatiou, 
and  give  the  bell  account  I can 
colleci. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  highefl 
regard,  dear  flr,  yours,  &c. 

Jas.  Neili>. 
Dr.  Lettfom,  London. 


* King’s  Bend). 


Ki.chols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Paflage,  Fleet  Street. 
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LETTER  VII.  ON  PRISONS. 

Samtrook-co(irt, 
Mr.  Urban,  ,8. 

Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me, 
and  forbid  them  not : for  of  fuch  is  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven." 

the  mere  fight 
^ and  pretence  of  lit- 
Q tie  children,  every 

g tender  fentiment 
p which  foftens  the 

heart  is  moved  into 
fympathy,  and  excited  into  adtionj 
we  are  led  to  recall  the  helplets 
Hate  in  which  we  were  once  placed, 
and  gratefully  to  remember  thofe 
who  protedted  our  youth,  defended 
our  innocence,  and  promoted  our 
happinefs.  Filial  lenhbilities  mingle 
with  thote  of  paternal  and  matei- 
nal  atfeelions  5 and  every  feeling 
which  dignifies  human  nature  pi  efles 
upon  the  mind,  and  modifies  its 
withes,  to  confer  a fhare  of  thole 
bleflings  to  helplefs  innocence,  foi 
which  we  fcand  indebted  to  others, 
for  fnccouring  us  when  we  could 
not  fuccour  ourfelves.  do  this  we 
are  encouraged  by  the  example  of 
Chrift,  who  was  induced  even  to 
chide  thole  who  were  merely  deli- 
rous  of  relieving  Inm  from  v/hat 
they  might  have  deemed  trouble- 
fome  intrufion  upon  the  ineftimable 
moments  of  their  Divine  jMaltei. 
Eut,  alas  ! what  a contraftis  exhi- 
bited in, the  fubfequoHt  letter  of  the 
benevolent  Neild  ! Tne  defence- 
lels  youth  of  both  fexcs  aie  hired, 
or  procured,  from  abandoned  pa- 
rents or  crow'ded  workhouies,  oy 
the  manufa6f.urer  ; who,  often  le-^ 
gardlefs  of  the  morals,  as  well  as 
of  the  health  of  thofe  under  his  di- 
redtion,  e Hi  mates  the  blood  of  a 
child  by  the  product  of  a mechani- 


cal machine  5 and  the  due  circula- 
tion of  the  vital  fluid  is  of  lets  con- 


fideration  than  the  regular  motion 
of  a wheel. 

The  youth,  by  improper  divifions 
of  labour,  is  Hinted  in  growth  ; and 
the  organs  upon  which  health  de- 
pend are  obflrudted,  and  become 
difeafed.  If  life  i_s  dragged  on  to 
puberty,  vices  are  increafed  by  the 
means  of  multiplying  them — with- 
out education,  religion,  or  morals, 
what  reftraints  remain  to  Hay  the 
moft  dangerous  and  difgufting  pro- 
penfities  ? If  marriage  Ihould  pre- 
cede proftitution,  what  can  be  the 
iffue  of  a debilitated  or  vitiated 
flock,  but  weak  and  difeafed  fcions  * 
That  mafculine  vigour  of  the  men, 
and  that  prolific  conflitution  ot  the 
women,  upon  which  the  heahh, 
happinefs,  and  wealth  of  a fubfe- 
quent  generation  depend,  are  pre- 
maturely perverted  ; and  the  bodily 
vigour  of  the  Englilh  charabder  is 
thus  unneceirarily  undermined  by 
injudicious  infantile  labour. 

The  poor,  indeed,  are  the  ufeful 
finews  of  a nation  5 without  them 
the  arts  would  languifli,  the  com- 
forts and  conveniencies  of  life  would 

vanifh,  and  wealth  difappear.  By 
their  labour  and  induflry  they  be- 
come, from  their  poverty,  the  very 
pillars  of  the  ftate  ; for,  as  laoour 
is  neceflary  to  the  exiflence  of  all 
governments  5 and  as  it  is  from 
tlie  poor  only,  or  fuch  as  have  no 
furplus  in  ftore,  that  labour  can  be 
cxpebtedj  fo  far  from  being  an 
evil,  it  is  a bleffing,  under  proper 
regulations,  to  haVe  a number  of 
poor  inhabitants.  It  is  not  poverty 
that  is  in  itfelf  a calamity,  while 
health,  flrength,  and  inclination 

afford  the  means  of  fubflflcnce  5 but 

that 
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that  labour  cannot  ultimately  prove 
beneficial  to  a ftate,  which  entails 
immorality,  difeafe,  and  premature 
decrepitude. 

It  is  hence  equally  humane  and 
patriotic,  to  promote  the  health, 
growth,  and  vigour  of  youth,  if 
we  value  the  induftry,  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  wealth  of  a nation.  It 
the  acorn  pofiTefs  not  radical  power, 
it  will  never  germinate  into  the  vi- 
gorous and  tturdy  oak.  The  an- 
tients,  indeed,  in  their  attentions 
to  fecure  a powerful  and  hardy  race 
of  citizens,  anticipated  their  births, 
by  promoting  the  health  and  ftrength 
of  their  mothers  5 while  Britons 
may  be  faid  to  ftrangle  the  infants 
almofi:  in  their  cradles,  by  prema- 
ture labour,  the  pernicious  air  of  a 
crowded  manufactory,  and  the  pro- 
fligacy entailed  in  confequence  of 
the  mode  of  employment.  Hence 
originated  tlie  application  to  Parlia- 
ment of  the  humane  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  bart.  by  which,  wholefome 
regulations  were  enadted  to  protedt 
the  young  and  friendlefs  labourer, 
apprenticed  to  the  manufacturer ; 
but,  alas  ! what  can  oppofe  the 
lordid  defire  of  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment or  thofe  linitter  arts  which 
lucrative  purfuits  too  frequently 
fugged  i 

In  the  Bill  alluded  to,  ettablilbed 
by  an  A£t  of  the  qzd  of  George  the 
Third,  to  take  place  on  the  2d  of 
June  1802,  various  falutary  provi- 
fions  are  made,  conducive  to  health, 
morals,  religious  education,  and 
inftruCtion  or  learning.  It  regulates 
the  labour,  the  necefl’ary  periods 
for  reft  and  deep,  the  proper  airi- 
nefs  of  the  apartments,  and  cloth- 
ing of  the  apprentices;  and  likewife 
the  requifite  cleannefs  of  the  ma- 
chinery with  which  they  are  en- 
gaged. To  elude  thefe  falutary  in- 
junctions, which  in  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament apply  only  to  apprentices, 
the  manufacturer  hires  the  children 
inttead  of  admitting  them  as  ap- 
prentices ; and  thus  inhumanity  is 
praCtifed  with  impunity,  unlefs  the 
contemplation  of  a degenerate  and 
fqualid  race  of  human  beings  Itrews 


its  poignant  thorns  over  the  pillow 
of  gold,  on  which  Avarice  in  vain  1 
endeavours  to  repofe.  Well  might 
the  virtuous  and  benevolent  Ber- 
nard * exclaim,  The  melancholy  j 
profpeCt  of  thoufands  of  young  | 
children,  bred  up  to  vice  and  dif-  | 
eafe,  has  always  diminiflied  the  i 
pleafurc  I might  otherwife  have  t 
derived  from  the  view  of  our  ma-  ♦ 
nufaCtures.  In  the  beft  of  them,  I 1 
have  feen  but  little  gratifying,  as  to  I 
the  actual  condition  of  our  fpecies  ; j 
in  the  worft,  I have  beheld  every  j 
thing  to  difgutt  and  fliock  thofe  | 
who  are  habituated  to  confider  man  j 
as  the  heir  of  immortality,  and  | 
youth  as  the  period  in  which  he  is  | 
to  be  fitted  to  contend  for  fo  glori-  f 
ous  a prize.”  ' 

I trufl  that  the  excellent  Ber-  • 
NARD,  as  well  as  my  friend  Neild,  \ 
will  experience  confiderable  grati-  j 
fication  in  contrafling  the  laudable  i 
conduct  of  a manufacturer  at  La-  | 
nark  in  Scotland,  who  in  the  ac-  | 
quifition  of  wealth  diffufes  health  1 
and  happinefs  to  thofe  from  whofe  I 
induftry  his  own  enjoyments  in  re- 
turn are  reflected,  multiplied,  and 
fweetened. 

The  account  of  this  eftablilh- 
ment,  as  related  in  Brifted’s  Pe- 
deflrian  Tour  through  part  of  the  1 
Highlands  of  Scotland,”  aflbrds 
fuch  an  humane  and  patriotic  con- 
traft  to  the  miferable  fyflem  adopt- 
ed at  Holywell,  Manchefter,  ike.  as 
ought  to  claim  univerfal  attention, 
and  confequently  highly  meriting  in- 
fertion  in  your  invaluableRepofitory . 

“ We  haften,  with  pleafure  and  wiili 
delight,  to  fliow  how  Mr.  Dale,  owner 
of  the  Cotton  Mills,  difpenfes  happi- 
nefs  and  comfort  to  fo  many  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  by  his  attention  not 
only  to  their  health,  but  to  their  morals. 
His  little  kingdom  confitlsof  neat  well- 
built  houfes,  forming  broad,  regular, 
and  cleanly  fireets.  Near  the  middle 
of  the  town  ftand  the  mills,  and  oppo- 
llte  to  them  the  chief  manfion  of  the 
place,  the  refidence  of  the  fuperinten- 
dant  of  ihe  works,  and  occafionally  of 

* lntrot!u6lory  Letter  to  the  third  vo- 
lume of  The  Reports  of  the  Society  for 
bettering  the  Condition  of  the  Poor.” 

Mr. 
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S Mr.  Dale  himfelf.  The  town  contains 
Jtwo  thouland  inhahiiants,  moftly  High- 
llanders  ; all  of  whom,  that  are  capable 
1 of  labour,  are  employed  by  Mr.  Dale 
Hn  his  lervice,  either  in  working  at  the 
i cotton  manufa6lory,  or  in  repairing  and 
keeping  the  mills  in  order.  Five  hun- 
r dred  children  are  entirely  fed,  clothed, 
sand  indrudled,  at  the  expence  of  this 
’venerable  Philanihropift.  The  reft  of 
5 the  children  live  with  their  parents  in 
comfortable  and  neat  habitations  in  the 
[ town,  and  receive  weekly  wages  for 
t their  labour. 

The  health  and  the  bappinefs  de- 
|cpi6led  in  the  countenances  of  ihefe 
I children,  fhow  that  the  proprietor  of 
1 the  Lanark  mills  has  remembered  mercy 
;:in  the  midft  of  his  gain  ; the  regulations 
^adopted  here  for  the  prefervation  of 
^ health,  both  of  body  and  of  mind,  are 
fifuch  as  do  honour  to  the  goodneis  and 
sthe  difcernment  of  Mr.  Dale,  and  pre- 
^fent  a ftriking  contraft  to  the  generality 
pof  large  manufatftories  in  this  kingdom, 
kwhich  are  the  fchools  of  vice  and  of 
'iprofligacy,  the  very  hot-beds  of  difeafe 
i<and  of  contagion.  It  is  a truth  which 
jftiould  be  engraven  in  letters  of  gold, 
Ito  the  eternal  honour  of  the  founder  of 
‘!New  Lanark,  that,  out  of  nearly  three 
Jthoufand  children  wmrking  in  three 
imills,  during  a period  of  twelve  years, 
ifrom  1785  to  1797,  only  fourteen  have 
tdied,  and  not  one  hath  fufiered  crimi- 
mal  punilhment. 

Pure  and  frefh  air,  without  which 
llife  cannot  exift,  is  adminifiered  in 
labundance  in  this  mannfaclory,  by  fre- 
tquently  opening  the  windows,  and  by 
air-holes  under  every  other  window, 
iwhich  are  left  open  during  the  fu miner 
rmonths.  The  children  are  all  waflied 
:before  they  go  to  w'ork,  and  after  they 
rhave  finifhed  their  daily  labour,  previ- 
lous  to  their  appearance  in  the  fchools. 
IThe  floors  and  the  nr.achinery  of  the 
tntills  are  wafhed  once  a week  with  hot 
•water  ; and  the  walls  and  cielings, 
itwice  a year,  are  white- waflied  wdth 
lunflaked  lime.  The  children  are  lodged 
sin  large  airy  rooms.  'Ij'®  boys  and 
{girls  are  kept  leparaie  from  each  other 
Iduring  reft,  meal  times,  and  working 
ihours.  Hence,  one  moll  material 
ifource  of  the  corrnpiion  and  the,  profli- 
(gacy  which  prevail  in  almoft  all  odicr 
ilarge  manufactories,  is  here  prevented 
from  exifting. 

**  Tliey  are  fed  plentifclly  with  plain 
land  wholefoine  food,  wtfu  h cnn'iits 
bhiefly  Cl  frdh  beef  and  uarley  broth. 


cheefe,  potatoes,  and  barley  bread, 
with  now  and  then  fome  frefh  herrings 
as  a variety.  Their  breakfaft  and  flip- 
per is,  principally,  oatmeal  porridge, 
with  milk  in  the  fu  miner,  and  in  win- 
ter a fauce  made  of  beer  and  melaffes. 
At  feven  o’clock  the  children  flip  ; after 
this  there  is  no  night-work,  a pernici- 
ous and  infamous  pradlice  in  ufe  at 
moft  other  manufadlories,  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  as  it  fliould  feem,  of  promoting 
immorality  and  debauchery  among  the 
poor,  ignorant,  unfortunate  manu- 
fa61urers.  After  flipper  the  fchools 
open,  and  continue  fo  till  nine  o’clock. 
The  lefl’er  children,  that  are  not  yet  old 
enough  to  work,  are  inftrufted  in  the 
day-time  ; the  elder  children  learn  in 
the  evening,  when  the  daily  labour  is 
concluded. 

Proper  mafters  and  miftreffes  are 
employed  to  teach  both  the  boys  and 
the  girls  : the  boys  learn  to  read  and 
write,  and  caft  accompts  ; the  girls,  in 
addition  to  thefe  ineftimable  acquift- 
tions,  are  taught  to  work  at  the  needle. 
Some  of  the  children  are  taught  church 
raufic  ; and  on  Sunday  they  all,  under 
the  immediate  guidance  of  the  mafters, 
attend  a place  of  divine  worfhip,  and 
the  reft  of  the  day  is  occupied  chiefly 
in  receiving  moral  and  religious  inftruc- 
tion  from  thefe  mafters.” 

The  example  afforded  by  this  dif- 
tingulllied  Marmfa6turer,  of  phi- 
lanthropy in  unifon  with  patriotifm, 
confirms  an  axiom  in  Ethics,  that 
Virtue  begets  Indufliy,  and  Induf- 
try  Wealth.  To  promote  good 
morals  in  the  poor,  is  the  moft  cer- 
tain mean  of  enfuring  wealth  to  the 
employer  ; and  while  fympathy  and 
humanity  are  rewarded  on  one  hand, 
gratitude  and  thankfuliiefs  are  ex- 
cited on  the  other  •,  and  thus  a mo- 
ral reciprocity  is  maintained  be- 
tween the  poor  and  the  affluent, 
which  contributes  to  mutual  happi- 
nefs,  and  conftitutes  the  moft  du- 
rable bond  of  focial  order  in  the 
various  claffes  of  the  community. 

A fyftera  of  promoting  induftry 
and  virtue,  fo  congenial  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  benevolent  Neild,  early 
engaged  his  attention  and  approba- 
tion, as  the  following  tranlcript  of 
a Letter,  dated  "‘Mancheftcr,  Aug. 
jy,  ^799,”  pleafingly  evinces  : 

“ Lanark  Cutloa  Works  have  long 

atiraded 


( 


494 


Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Cotton  Mills. 


[June, 


attra^led  the  notice  and  admiration  of 
the  publick.  In  point  of  extent  they 
are  unequalled  in  this  country;  and  the 
gratitude  of  thoufands  will  ever  attend 
Mr,  Dale,  who  erected  them,  and  gave 
employment  to  an  incredible  number 
of  people. 

“ Among  ihefe  it  deferves  particular 
notice,  that  many  hundred  little  boys 
and  girls  were  trained  up  to  ufeful  ha- 
bits of  induflrv,  whihlat  the  fame  lime 
every  attention  is  paid  to  inftrutl  them 
in  the  necefl’arv  branches  of  education, 
and  inilill  into  their  minds  a knovr  ledge 
of  the  important  truths  of  Chrillianity. 

**  Their  years  being  tender,  their 
tafks  were  light  ; and  each  day  certain 
hours  were  allowed  them  for  play  and 
amufement. 

“ Thus  numbers,  who  would  other- 
wire  become  burdenfome  to  Ibciety, 
and,  more  than  probable,  been  initiated 
in  every  ipecles  of  vice,  have  been  ref- 
cued  from  that  deplorable  hate,  made 
ufeful  to  themfelves  and  the  couiury, 
and  traiiaed  up  to  virtue. 

“ Never  was  the  phrafe  applied  with 
greater  propriety,  than  to  lay  of  Mr. 
Dale,  he  deferves  welt  of  his  Country. 

“ It  has  been  laid  that  Mr.  Dale  has 
dlfpofed  of  his  cotton-works  at  Lanark 
to  a company  in  Mancheller  lor 
60,0001.” 

John  Coakley  liETxsoM. 


Dear  Sir,  Clielfea,  Nov.  25,  1803. 

I would  have  anfwered  your  oblig- 
ing letter  fooner  ; but  I waited  for 
the  inclofed  paper,  which  1 had  left 
with  Mr.  Colquhoun  fwhen  1 let  out 
on  my  laft  lour  ot  Vifitation)  to  fhew 
Mr.  Bernard.  I have  got  it  copied, 
^od  indole  it  for  vour  acceptance. 

bir  Robert  Peel’s  Ad  to  amdiorate 
the  condition  of  the  children  apprentices 
euiployed  in  cotton  maniitaeiories  ha- 
ving been  the  fubjecl  of  much  conr  er- 
ialion,  I thought  a little  time  wmuld  be 
well  employed  in  examining  ho^v  far 
the  provifions  of  that  ael  would  effed 
the  purpofe  intended. 

I’lie  calculation  of  the  children  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  works  at  Man- 
chefier  is  about  ten  hired  to  one  who  is 
apprenticed  ; and  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
hire  four  or  fve  out  of  one  family,  by 
whole  earnings  alone  (about  25s.  per 
week)  their  parents  are  lupported  in 
idlenels  and  profligacy.  i was  in- 
formed none  of  the  children  could  read, 
but  thole  who  were  apprenticed  out  by 
the  pariflies  of  London,  &c. 


The  four  mills  at  Holywell  in  Flint- 
fhire  employ  about  1500  perlbns,  of  i 
whom  380  were  apprentices,  about  | 
400  grown  up  perfons,  and  the  remain-  | 
der  hired  children.  The  apprentices 
generally  are  taken  from  the  wmrk- 
houfes,  or  from  parents  whofe  local  re- 
fidence  will  not  permit  their  return 
home  at  night.  1 was  informed  here 
(Holywell)  that  the  proprietors  have 
determiued  to  take  no  more  apprentices, 
and  the  act  does  not  extend  to  hired 
children.  It  was  the  cuftom  for  five  or 
fix  to  deep  in  a bed,  but  the  mofl  I 
faw  was  three.  They  rile  at  fix,  and 
work  till  (even  in  the  evening,  when  a 
frefli  let  comes  on,  and  work  till  fix  the 
next  morning,  thus  fucceeding  each 
other,  fo  that  the  work  never  ceales, 
except  from  12  o’clock  on  Saturday 
night  to  12  on  Sunday  night.  Their 
breakfaft  is  brought  to  them,  and  they 
are  allowed  one  hour  at  dinner.  The 
dietary  was  good  ; their  lleeping-rooms 
well  fituated,  airv,  and  well  ventilated. 
How  they  had  been  inftruded,  1 had  no 
opportunity  to  examine. 

At  Naptwich  in  Chefhire,  I met 
with  a difierent  reception  to  what  I had 
experienced  in  Lancafhire  and  Wales. 
One  of  the  jiroprietors,  a Mr,  Bolt, 
not  only  denied  me  admittance  into  the 
inanu factory,  but  refilled  to  anfwer  any 
queftions  I put  to  him:  luch  as,  How 
many  perfons  were  employed  in  the 
mills?  the  number  of  apprentices — 
hired  children — and  adults  ? 

It  is  evident,  that,  if  hired  children  are 
not  included  in  the  regulations  of  Sir 
Robert’s  A61,  mflead  of  a ufeful,  it  will 
operate  a very  had  effebl. 

Adieu,  my  good  friend,  and  believe 
me  inofl  lincerely  yours, 

Jas.  Neild. 

Dr.  Lettfom,  London. 

The  principal  objeifls  of  attention  in 
the  management  of  large  rnanufablories, 
where  large  numbers  of  people  of  all 
ages  and  both  lexes  are  alfembled, 
fliould  be  the  prefervation  of  health  and 
morals, 

\Liih  regard  to  the  health  of  thofe 
emplovcd  in  cotton  faiflories,  though 
the  numbers  in  each  room  are  fuch  as 
would  not  do  much  injury  to  the  air, 
if  that  air  was  pure  and  uncontami- 
when  introduced  (for  the  mecha* 
nflm  is  now  fo  perfe61  that  one  or  two 
jierfons  can  ealily  work  a large  ma- 
chine) ; yet  ihe  windows  being  i'carcely 
ever  ojiened  lor  tear  of  damp  air  being 
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introduced  (which  would  injure  the 
delicacy  of  the  machinery),  and  air 
heated  by  means  of  an  iron-llove  and 
pipe  being  the  only  kind  which  thofe 
employed  are  permitted  to  breathe;  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  un- 
wholefomeners.  The  velocity  of  an 
immenfe  number  of  iron  and  brafs 
f'[)indles  or  axes  turning  in  oil,  and 
fouielimes  the  bad  quality  of  that  oil 
itlelf,  is  alfo  Injurious  to  the  air. 

The  heating,  opening,  and  cleaning 
of  the  cotton,  previous  to  fpiuningit,  is 
generally  done  by  women  fometimes 
at  home,  and  fometimes  in  a large 
room  where  numbers  are  affembled  ; 
the  atmofphere  is  much  loaded  with 
duft,  and  the  fmall  hbres  of  cotton  ; 
but  in  no  degree  equal  to  what  it  is  in 
the  carding-room,  in  which  operation 
children  from  11  to  14  vears  of  age  are 
chiefly  employed.  The  artificially 
heated  air  in  thefe  rooms,  the  quantity 
of  oil  ufed  in  the  machinery,  and  the 
prodigious  number  of  fibres  of  cotton 
floating  about,  fo  that  there  often  ap- 
pears* as  if  a mift  were  in  the  room, 
occafion  this  branch  of  the  bufinefs  to 
be  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  health 
and  vigour  of  thofe  employed. 

In  the  fubfequent  operation  of  fpin- 
ning,  every  grown  perfon  (whether 
man  or  woman)  has  one  child  of  1 1 
to  14  years  old  to  aflifl:  and  if  it  be  not 
done  in  the  fame  room  as  the  carding 
(which  is  not  often  the  cale)  the  an- 
noyance from  fibres  of  cotton  is  not 
experienced  ; but  from  artificial  heat 
and  oil  the  fame. 

The  ill  eflects  of  fpinning  all  night 
muft  be  evident  on  a moment’s  reflec- 
tion ; and  that  it  is  by  no  means  necef- 
farv  to  the  fuccefs  of  thele  eftablifli- 
ments,  is  evident  from  its  not  being 
adopted  by  more  than  one  in  ten. 

Though  perfons  of  full  age  may  bear 
to  work  in  thefe  fadlories  13  or  14  hours 
per  day,  dedu^ling  half  an  hour  at 
breakfaft  and  one  hour  at  dinner  ; yet, 
as  the  afiiflance  of  children  is  always 
required  jointly  with  them,  no  time  is 
thereby  left  for  their  recreation  or  in- 
flru61;ion,  fo  neceflary  at  the  early  age 
pf  from  10  to  14  years. 
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In  the  late  A6I  of  Parliament  no  ob- 
ligation is  laid  upon  mailers  or  miftrefles 
to  fee  that  the  children  are  made  to 
wafli  their  hands  and  faces  every 
raornino;. 

In  the  late  A61,  the  regulations  for 
the  benefit  of  the  children  extend  only 
to  apprentices ; whereas  in  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  faclories  no  appren- 
tices are  employed;  but,  by  high  wages 
to  the  children,  their  parents  are 
tempted  to  fuffer  them  to  be  worked  as 
above  defcribed,  whiKl  they  themfelves 
too  often  live  in  idlenefs,  drunkennefs, 
and  profligacy,  on  the  earnings  of  their 
offspring. 

In  very  few  branches  of  the  manu- 
fa61:ure  are  the  old  and  young,  or  males 
and  females,  feparated  ; and  though, 
during  the  hours  of  work,  they  have 
not  much  intercourfe  or  converfation, 
yet  when  they  leave  off  work  at  meal- 
times, or  at  night,  they  then  giv^e  way 
to  the  mofl  indecent  and  licentious 
difcourfe,  which,  without  paflion  or 
inclination,  is  adopted  by  the  young,  ia 
imitation  of  thofe  of  older  years  : this 
might  in  a great  meafure  be  remedied, 
by  obliging  the  men  and  boys  to  re- 
main in  the  building  a few  minutes 
after  the  females  have  departed. 

Ill  mofl  fpinning  factories  the  con- 
ffru6lion  of  the  neceflaries  is  fuch,  that 
they  emit  a very  often  five  fmell  into  the 
whole  or  greater  part  of  the  building  ; 
in  fome  they  adjoin  the  flair-cafe,  and 
in  others  they  are  only  feparated  from 
each  room  by  a door,  or  at  mofl  by  a 
fmall  paffage  with  a door  at  each  end. 
In  one  or  two  factories  this  defecl  is 
remedied  bv  the  admiirion  of  a current 
of  air  crofling  the  paffage  leading  to  the 
office,  and  by  pouring  frequently  down 
them  a dream  of  water  from  a ciflerii 
at  the  top  of  the  building  ; this  ciflern 
receives  all  the  water  from  the  roof ; 
and,  when  full,  the  fur[)lus  runs  down 
the  neceflary  into  a large  fewer  ; the 
quantity  referved  in  the  ciflern  is  from 
3 to  5000  gallons,  and  forms  a refervoir 
to  wafh  the  neceflaries  with,  or  to  be 
conveyed  by  pipes  into  the  different 
rooms  for  the  purpofe  of  extinguifliing 
tire. 


Mr.  Nelld’s  Remarks  on  Cotton  Mills, 


Nichols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fkst  Street 


.V->' 


. \ 'n. 


',  "-i  WnMI^  "■■'■'•  ' ■?^' 

Ir  - : ■■■:•  ■ ' . ' ■ , • . • ; .-V  , 

,u  ‘ ui.’  ■ ' '> 


■< 


- i - 'V, 

■ ^ ■ ' ^ .,  ^ . ' ' . ft  I I -i  -v'  ■ ■• 


,>i 


tV'K' 


i k «•  ' f 


• I 


-> 

4 


• . * ’ 
•"V  w • .;  ■ 

♦ I 


! A 
I 


I 


4f' 

i 


T . I 


rh.j  ^- 


. -;’;.f-r'  / f : ,■’ 

I .jr  ■ 


» rt’iiU^  iL'tj  !>  » 
a'lliOl  *C'  •' 


•'  I *1 


. i 


i'.J 

^ ' ; ^‘  ■ * 

;,:  . • i i 

• 'ic.. 

• > < 


« .« 


1 


-'i 


i . 


li/l* 

-'I'l 

f ,,  ' ■■' 


r 


I ’:!• . 


i '» 


% 


.i 


14 i*'' ‘ ' ■'■‘^^> ' ^ ' 

..  . ..  . '.:.  **/-** 

-.•  • ' ' M 

yii 

■ I ■fji 

Vvv/^»ty'  'rf# 

. .•';  k ■'•^'  •>.  ’.*0 

■,  ' : i;.  y 

■5  -‘  .->1 

■ , • ">■  .•  ?'. 


/..  ' 
.>  'fU 
' !'  1 


«« 


\* 

f»',i  ).  ■ •'  if 
• !t^'y 


«i  .' 


.-,1 


i "" 


.k 

< Id 


4 V • • 4 -» r 


■ -i  rh 

/ 


Ai»4  ^ 


tT  ^ 

tyj*  iiti  4n 


vf 


<w(}  At 


. Ml’ 
; 

. M 


. ^ 


; ' ■ I . ',1 


.*'.>ib 


•»rt..  w»  ;• 


■lO 


, 1.1  y 

• ^ 


♦ I 

f f • 


- 1 . » ' I • ; 1 
.1  : 


..Ctl  •;  ^-Mi  ■ 

' ti  ^ *T«V<{ 


m]»A  - 


* I 

r'>  Ml  r..f 


.;l^l 


/ ULI 

>ii.'  ni  r* 

'■  i 

:« 

tf 

- .j-l 


' I ',•  • (^ . I • t .;j  S'  I • • 1 


III  f 'n>»' 


I .'■ 


:<;';)•  41..  if.  If 


' \ , 


■U 

n 


; "jl  ^ 


I 


’/■■■»*»-  r t 

-( **“  ♦j*  *•  . 4 , 1 ( . ' • 

'I  ^ 

» . 

-4  • : • • 


* V'«4 


'■  . ! J4# 

4 


..  . . - 

.»•  I,,,  j 2S'' 

•\'  I ttj  ‘ft 


\ 


r 


I \\ 


i'  I 


>1  •,  v^ii 

S',  i,,  *- 

^ 1 

■ • -.'.I  .'-.rt  I 

-*  ul.  '••<  ' 


I 


; ' ••» 

' j 

I*  /lull. 

l<  ■■ 

, ■ ■’i' 


•/;  v*  itus  , ^ i 


V. 


1 


‘ Is 


\ ; 


'•T‘ ''  ^ 


Jrt  


>•  *’.y  . 


^ Vi?Sk\VCv  NVfck\\\  ^ 

: f ^ •».  ' 


»> 


si 


^>v^V.^lN.•5fe^v\\  ■:!^-'^  -v^^V's 

N.-fe  VVX 

X-. vV  Uv  V''.v\  C . ^ t , 


• I 

■ , 'i 

v'\  • 


V’* 


x>\..  -*v  V>^  kvX  ^ 


__  ^ - , ^ - ^ ^ >-»  >, 

'T';  >ws^ 

IM  :.vr.l  ''.-•^  •'  ^ iS/} 


'.,■1 


•■-'•' 5«  '•'■» 

L-'varrt .'» 


1 au^jr^*v‘ 

_.-.^,unK^  % 


. -.  . -Ur  ■> 

r:?  i.,.:*t^>  ■ •* 

\r)jl 

iV.*.  ■ W ■*♦  ‘'■'■ 
■‘!ii  ■,  f^s  ^ c:*  :*  •"'■■. 


' '-•  \ ^ 
;v:j^-1  ■’ 


y>:  •:‘ 

» -t 


I < 


>•  ■ i^r 


■ :;S<>7:,  < 


i -r-f.  'i . 


• I'oX 


or  >:  •»  .-  ;»■'>  ■ 

nt  ^ i r 


**  iV* 


* 'w«  4 ■ 


»•.  ••  i.t!H*  ^t' * ■'  ''5^,  -i’^ 

> ’ ’ •'  > 


•i«.. 


*/<t  ’'■ 


f^'i 


u 


’•>. 


»•*-” 

•■’V 

. Jl  Pi  . '.  . f 


fz. 


.V 


•n-i 

•A- 

• .,  • , ^ .1 

■* ' - ■ ,'  1. 

'•-'r'C 

• ^'4  .y^ 

— ... 

\ ■ f 


'n 


. w%  • , 


'■'  .:  •/■•  ■ . 


'■'  k if  «'?  y " * 

,■  -Nfi-iC-  \/>^'  »*-J*J, 


■ ' ^*;-:  *• 

■* 

'k-'w 


I *#  * 

i,  I*-  . ‘ • ■ 

('.1.':.^  ■^■^-‘'  ^^'■' 

fy  .-:  ■‘•‘•f* ! ‘ t 

‘ 


If.' 


t»‘Wi4."  • 

. t ' -■» 


1 ■■  ■ / 


. ^ 


ilV'  ’ 


■;  ' ■ t 


't  ■^••■ 

•-'  > 

# 

'/■O  " 


'■^  .i 


't.'  1 i . 


• i; 


V.., 


iri 

'Vii 


t^'  ' 


•t'*  -•  .^  iil 


.,  V 

* '• 


X'f''.  “’‘-It' 


'-> 


t-  « 


v* 


y_  f*. 


-'4 


( 6o7  ) - 


THE  GENTLEMAN’S 'MAGAZINE, 


For  JULY,  1804. 


LETTER  VIII.  ON  PRISONS. 

Sam  brook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban, 


June  25. 

HE  pure  morality, 
^ Qi  the  refined  fenfibi- 

8 T S Iit}^,,and  univerfal 

"C'  *'•  ' ’ %.  pbii^iUhopy,  exem- 

^ plified  in  the  cha- 

§c$oc$oo$3^^^  radler  of  the  Au- 

thor of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  af- 
ford lefibns  of  the  moft  extenfive 
humanity,  infpire  fympathy  with 
diftrefs,  and  energy  to  relieve  it,  in 
every  ramification,  whether  ot  mind 
or  body.  He  who,  by  his  divine 
nature,  was  exempted  from  the  hu- 
man frailty  of  fin,  experienced  the 
nains  and  difeafes  incident  to  the 
human  confiitution  ; for  no  malady 
could  be  more  infupportable  to  the 
body  than  that  of  the  bloody  fweat, 
or  more  diitreiling  to  the  fenfibility 
of  a feeling  mind,  than  the  con- 
templation of  afiliifions  which 
equally  level  the  mental  and  corpo- 
ral powers,  in  mania,  or  melan- 
choly, even  below  thofe  of  the 
beaft  that  perifheth  5 and  from  his 
near  alliance  to,  or  at  leaft  friend- 
fiiip  with,  one  who  had  been  the 
vi6tim  of  leven  attacks  of  lunacv, 
his  feelings  muft  have  been  affec- 
tionately alive  to  fympathy  on  fuch 
trying  occafions.  And  indeed  it 
appears,  that  the  firft  exercife  of 
his  divine  miffion  was  upon  a Ma- 
niac whom  he  found  in  the  Tem- 


ple, and  who  muft  have  been  from 
the  violence  of  his  ftate,  as  de- 
fcribed  with  apt  and  ftrong  colour- 
ing, even  dangerous  to  the  lafety 
of  the  coramunity.«,»  He  that  could 
controul  the  furiate  ftrength  of  a 
Maniac,  who.  Scriptures  fay, 
broke  cords  and  chains,  has  left  an 
example,  which  we  fhould  adopt, 
of  kindly  protcaing  thofe  whofe 


mental  derangement  demands  our 
fympathy,  and  claims  our  foftering 
care,  by  adminiftering  thofe  alle- 
viations which  tend  to  organize 
and  calm  the  diftrefled  or  violent, 
operations  of  deranged  intellea, 
as  the  beft  means  of  reftoration  to 
health,  or  fecurity  to  perfonal  fafe- 
ty.  Indeed,  the  moft  rude  as  well 
as  civilized  nations  have  devoted, 
through  every  period  of  hiftory, 
fpecific  attention  to  this  degraded 
ftate  of  human  nature  5 even  the 
Philiftines  regarded  with  fraternal 
care,  their  avowed  enemy,  David,  ^ 
when  he  affumed  a pretended  lu- 
nacy  ; and  modern  Nations  have 
very  generally  extended  the  means 
of  fuccour  to  this  ftate  of  fuffering 
humanity.  Lamentable,  however, 
it  is,  that  in  many  inftances  the 
exercife  of  our  beneficence  has  not 
equalled  that  of  the  Philiftines,  as 
the  fubfequent  letter  evinces ; much 
lefs  that 'of  the  Redeemer,  who 
condefeended  to  pay  his  firft  vifit 
after  his  refurreftion  to  one  on 
whom  his  fauative  powers  had  been 
previoufty  difplayed,  and  to  whom 
his  kind  attentions  had  been  fre- 
quently extended;  for  he  thought 
no  objeft  of  either  fex,  however 
humble,  when  elevated  by  virtue, 
unworthy  of  his  friendfiiip ; who, 
in  the  fublimity  ofhis  own  charaHer, 
condefeended  to  Ihed  tears  of  fym- 
pathetic  feeling  for  family  diftrefs — 

Jefus  wept!”  an  example  that 
ought  to  infpire  the  human  heart 
with  a laudable  exertion  to  remove 
the  tears  of  afflibtion  from  every 
feature  of  mifery. 

Before  I conclude,  perhaps,  I 
ought  to  offer  fome  apology  for  the 
language  of  this  addrefs,  whfth  the 
reader  may  be  difpofed  to  cenfure, 

as. 


6o8  D)-.  Lettfom’s  Eighth  Letter  on  Prifons.  [July, 


as  ciifplaying  a flrain  of  ferioufnefs 
bordering  npoii  the  melancholy. 
But  whoever  perafes  the  following 
letter,  and  reiiefls  upon  the  dan- 
gei  ous  hate  of  health  to  which  my 
friend  had  been  reduced,  in  ccnfe- 
quence  of  his  expoture  to  the  raotl 
baneful  air,  refulting  from  contined 
hlth  and  peiliferous  eiiiuvia,  muft 
feel  feme  depreflion  in  refiedling 
upon  the  dangers  to  which  he  is 
liable  in  the  exercife  of  philanthro- 
})7,  and  on  the  irretrievable  lofs 
which  the  publick  would  fuftaiii 
by  his  death — not  on  account  of 
his  uprightnefs  as  a Magiftrate,  or 
fiation  as  the  High  Sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Bucks — other  magif- 
trates  are  upright ; and  every  Couiipy 
affords  a Sheriff — but  who  among 
the  fons  of  Affluence  would  plunge 
into  the  dungeons  of  mifery ! or  viiit 
the  incarcerated  delinquent  i or  offer 
health  and  life  as  a facrifice  at  the  al- 
tar of  Benevolence  ! That  other  indi- 
vidual, if  an  other  exift,is  notknown 
to  John  Coakley  Lettsom, 

P,  S.  I have  juft  feen  two  letters 
in  the  lalt  month’s  Magazine,  in 
reference  to  the  Letters  on  Prifons, 
figned  IV.  p,  496,  and  S.  r\,  p. 
518 ; which  are  written  in  fuch  li- 
beral and  difpafflonate  language  as 
to  demand  my  thanks,  and  which 
I purpofe  foon  to  acknowledge  in  a 
fpccihc  addrels. 

To  Dr.  L ETTSOM. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

You  vv’ili  fee,  by  the  date  of  mv  vifits 
to  the  feveral  Prifons  I purpofe  giving- 
you  an  aecoiint  of,  that  this  was  in^ 


tended  long  fince  to  have  reached  vour 
hands,  and  wliich  has  been  pofiponed 
for  want  of  a (ihiahle  ronveynnee. 

AVhen  I rcachcf!  [.auncefioi*,,  on  my 
return  from  Bodniin,  I rifted  the 
vvorklmufe.  Mere  a Icenc  of  fiiiii,  rags, 
and  wrelchedneis,  jU’erentod  itfelf, 
fcarcely  exceeded  in  the  Tolbooth 
at  Glaigow  d he  large  room  below 
hairs  has  a inud-noor ; and  vr  hole  fa- 
milies, nren,  women,  and  children,  pig 
together.  The  npjier  room  had  (eve- 
ral  bedlieads  in  it,  with  the  moll  ragged 
and  dirtv  betiding  I ever  faw  ; the 
windows  very  fmall  and  clofe  ; the 
want  of  ventilation  anti  decent  cleanli- 
nefs  produced  a fienoh  almoft  infup- 
portahle.  I w'as  in  the  room  but  a 
few  uiinutes  before  I was  feized  with 
feknefs,  which  obliged  me  to  withdraw. 
L(ds  of  appeiile  and  a general  debility 
fucceeded.  This  hallened  mv  depar- 
ture, and  prevented  me  waiting  on 
the  magifirates. 

Of  your  excellent  recipe  I could  not 
avail  inyfelf.  My  bottle  of  aromatic 
vinegar,  as  w'ell  as  that  containing 
bark,  w'ere  broken,  as  likewife  the  lit- 
tle trunk  in  which  thev,  together  with 
my  papers,  were  packed,  in  one  of  mv 
Quixotic  journeys  t hrongh  Wales,  wdier'e 
the  grotefipie  figures  of  man  and  mule 
(boric  1 could  get  but  one),  with  mv 
attendant  ’Squire,  portmanteau,  and 
writing-cafe,  looked  more  like  the 

knightofLa  Mancha  tlian  Buonapartef. 

Change  of  air,  I thought,  would 
have  a beneficial  efieef  ; but  on  my  ar- 
rival at  Doi chefier  I had  fcarcelv ftreiio-th 
to  go  over  the  prifon.  Jt  was'in  a fiate 
of  complete  cleanlinefs,  anrl  had,  fince 
my  iaft  vifit,  received  leveral  improve- 
ments through  the  benevolence  of  my 
nhilanthrojric  friend,  Mr.  Morton  Pitt. 
i»ly  fickly  ftate  altrabled  more  notice 


* In  my  fifth  letter  (Gem.  Mag.  p.  ,53,)  ,i,e  m.ferahle  prtfm,  pol.cc  of  EdinbnTTy 
was  noticed,  and  tlie  propnoly  of  building  a raoie  limable  prifon  than  the  prefent  Till, 
boon,  w.,s  urged,  am!  that  even  a proper  place  w.as  pointed  out.  by  my  hiimme  fi^r  j who 
Imd  been  previoufiy  accompanied  by  tlie  Lord  ProvoH 

vifning  feveral  elegant  edifices  in  theLy;  an7ver  is  ute  I MagUVater,  in 

perfons  in  pow'er  ! I have  this  infiant  learned  bv  ih"  f 5'rt  ' ■*  uation  or  negleift  of 

rattite  may  flouria.,  whilft  public  m f^  a igken  ; ' ira^r.t  !•  P‘”  iTt 

benevolent  Profeiror  Buncai  , dated  Edfb  kT  g ' ’'T 

I c.anoo.  fend  you  arv. account  of  die '0^’..'" 

It  is  ftill  only  of,  allhougli  other  buildings  go  ml  ver)"rkid*lv!” 

— fo'tea'J  a'i' B“ona%*niT,mhfgVi'.'*  ^Th  "mighiT-^"’ 

■ Welch ; It  might  appear  to  thL  more  probible’  (i"'" 

fortune  fhoiiW  leave  liome  and  every  comfort  to’vifit  rh.  1 of  independent 

cn  roads  not  ad, -ni, fable  to  a carriage^  Wl  L)  ’ conh  H 1 '’''“o’  '''''' 

lias  waded  through  blood  ,0  the  imperirALrn  ie  mk  'H  ' One 

of  “ The  vifiior  of  prifons,  the  fiiei'd  of  the  f,  iciidUfs  1”  ‘ humble  title 
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i^ere  than  I wiflied.  I felt  it  myTelf, 
hkI  fet  out  for  Blandford.  # The  next 
liiorning  I proceeded  on  rny  journev  to 
Poole,  not  without  drong  ful()icions 
)f  being  a fpy.  On  my  arrival  thefe 
loubts  were  foon  cleared.  When  I 


:da)c  to  Winchefter,  iny  worthy  friend 
jir  Henry  Mild  may  happened  to  be 
[here  ; he  politely  invited  me  to  Dog- 
inersfield,  and  took  me  in  his  carriage. 

I (laid  two  or  three  days,  recruited  ex- 
raedingly,  and  arrived  at  Cbelfea  in 
.jolerable  health. 

1 have  mentioned  Launeefton  work- 
loule.  It  is  my  practice,  when  time 
ivill  permit,  to  vifit  houfes  ofindudry, 
fvorkhonfes,  and  large  rnanufaHories, 
tnd  now  and  then  the  hofpilals  and 
madhoufes.  Not  that  I have  much 
tnowledge  refpebling  the  two  latter, 
ixcept  as  far  as  cleanlinefs  and  ventila- 
tion are  concerned.  This  has  produced 

good  effecl  in  one  infiance.  On  vi~ 
liting  the  workhoufe  at  Bodmin,  in 
’ornwail,  which  I found  in  a very 
;iriy  ftate,  I was  fhown  down  flairs 
mto  a room  where  a poor  lunatic  was 
tionfined.  He  lay  flrelched  on  a little 
^lort  and  dirty  draw  at  the  further  end, 
with  a few  rags,  but  no  fiiirt  upon 
iiim.  He  held  a book  in  one  hand  at 
rrm’s  length,  on  which  his  eyes  were 
ntently  fixed.  His  fhaggy  hair,  long 
teard,  dirty  and  livid  face,  gave  him 
ne  appearance  of  a monfter  rather  than 

man.  He  took  no  notice,  either  on 
[pening  the  door,  or  daring  the  time  I 
f/as  in  his  room,  till  I came  clofe  up 
0 him  ; he  then  took  his  eyes  off  his 
took,  and  looked  at  me  with  a more 
wrcible  appeal  to  humanity  than  1 had 
rer  felt. 

The  floor  of  this  room  was  earth, 
tnd  literally  a puddle  of  water  and  dirt 
ifiore  than  one  inch  deep.  It  was  with 
difficulty  I could  flep  into  it  without 
Reading  in  his  excrement,  which  laid 
!f/ery  where  about  the  floor ; and, 
:om  the  appearance  of  what  was  in 
tile  fire-place,  mull  have  been  there  a 
prinight  or  more.  The  keeper  had 
Jioft  unmercifully  beat  the  poor  fellow, 
iid  given  him  two  black  eyes. 

' 1 endeavoured  to  inveftigate  the  mat- 
ir,  but  the  miflrefs  kept  f’uch  an  in- 
kffant  clack  that  I could  not  put  in  a 
tord  edgewife.  This  loquacious  lady 


has  a curious  mode  of  diferiminating 
the  poor  in  the  workhoufe;  “thefe,” 
fays  file,  “are  my  people-,  thofe  are 
the  toum'sr  I did  not  afle  her  expla- 
nation, but  fuppofe  the  former  live  al- 
together in  the  houfe,  and  the  latter 
have  liberty  to  work  out. 

I wailed  on  the  mayor,  who  is  rec- 
tor of  the  parifli.  He  very  humanely 
ordered  a vellry  to  be  given  out  in 
church  for  the  fubfequent  day  (Mon- 
day) ; and  the  magiftrates  and  phyfician 
attended,  fo  that  I had  the  luxury  of 
knowing  on  the  fpot,  that  the  poor 
objeft  was  to  be  taken  from  his 
wretched  place  of  confinement,  put 
into  a clean  room,  and  properly  taken 
care  of. 

Fur  this  great  aH.  of  benevolence,  I 
was  much  indebted  to  the  humane  and 
philanthropic  Dr.  Hall*,  who  gratui- 
toufly  yifits  and  preferibes  for  the  pri- 
foners  in  this  well-regulated  and  excel- 
lent prifon.  He  allured  me  he  would 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  man  ; 
that  he  was  only  temporarily  deranged, 
and  was  frequently ydwefora  long  time, 
and  would  then  do  a mofl  afionifliing 
deal  of  work  for  thofe  he  loved. 

I reprefented  the  cleanlinefs,  good 
order,  health,  and  chearfulnefs,  1 had 
feen  the  week  before  in  the  workhoufe 
at  Plymouth  Dock  ; and  I fincerely 
wifh  the  mailers  and  miflrefles  of  other 
Vv^orkhoufes  would  pay  this  a vifit,  and 
“ go  and  do  hkewile.” 

The  lavage  and  inhuman  treatment 
I had  fo  lately  witnefled  at  Bodmin 
prefented  itfelf  in  the  Bridewell  of 
Poole,  in  Dorfetfliire  ; but  the  victims 
were  more  numerous.  Four  of  them 
(lunatics)  had  a fmall  degree  of  light 
and  ventilation  from  an  aperture  in  the 
door;  a fifth  was  fliut  up  in  a cell  from 
which  both  air  and  light  were  almoft 
totally  excluded  ; this  was  an  a6l  of  the 
keeper’s,  for  there  were  the  means  of 
conveying  both.  He  had  with  him  a 
bafket  with  four  different  kinds  of 
merchandife,  viz.  matches,  lemons, 
garters,  and  laces.  I afked  what  crime 
he  had  been  guilty  of.  The  woman 
replied,  he  had  been  feen  begging; 
which  the  man  pofitively denied.  “And 
is  it  for  this,”  faid  I,  “ that  you  treat 
him  worfe  than  a felon  ?” 

“ How 


•'  * This  excellent  phyfician,  wtio  to  affiduoufly  vifits  the  prifoners  without  fee  or  re- 
lard,  I found  thus  employed  on  my  firfl  vifit  to  the  gaol,  and  is  one  of  the  few  inflances 
I the  kind  I have  met  with. 

r f Some  years  ago  fo  many  fcandalous  atsd  criminal  prailiccs  were  in  mad- houfes  (fo 
Hied),  as  to  induce  the  legiflature  to  enadf  fsveral  falutary  laws  for  the  proteiflion  of  the 

infane. 
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Lunatichy  ^c,  [j^i} 


How  many  pine  in  want  and  dungeon 
glooms, 

Shut  from  the  common  air  and  connmon 
Of  their  own  limbs  !” 

The  keeper  of  the  Bridewell  was  not 
at  home.  I had  not  time,  nor  was  I 
in  health  or  vigour,  to  lay  my  com- 
plaints before  the  inagiftraies  ; but,  in 
the  prefence  of  a relpeclable  inhabitant 
who  accompanied  me,  I gave  the  rnif- 
trels  f’uch  a ledture  as  would,  I think, 
make  her  ears  tingle  for  a month. 

You  have  faid  it  is  flrange,  that  a 
man,  whole  fortune  “ would  enable 
him  to  feart  on  the  elegancies  of  life, 
ihould  delight  in  nothing  fo  much  as 
viritin)!:  Ibenes  of  hlih  and  niiferv 
but  the  facl  is,  I really  feel  a greater 
^^gratification  in  thepurfnit,  than  in  any 
other  dil’polal  of  my  time,  or  liiat  for- 
tune can  furnilh. 

If  I fliall  not  tire  your  patience,  I 
will  continue  my  narrative.  When  I 
left  Penzance  I went  to  Bodmin,  where 
the  Magifirates  have  cre<!?led  a monu- 
ment of  their  humanity  and  attention 
to  the  health  and  morals  of  prifoners. 
The  Gaoler,  James  Chappie,  is  iniel- 
hgent  and  humane  : falary  SOl.  and 
fees  as  per  table  in  my  printed  book 
on  prifons,  and  one-fo\)rth  part  of  the 
clear  earnings  of  the  prifoners’  labour. 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan;  duty 
every  Sunday,  falary  50l.  ; Surgeon, 
Mr.  Hamley,  falary  SOl.  ; number  of 
prifoners  lolb  Ocl.'  1803,  debtors  12, 
men  Felons  7,  women  felons  6 ; Bride- 
well prifoners  20;  allowance  one 
pound  eleven  ounces  of  bread  dailv, 
made  of  wheat  and  barley-meal  in  e- 
quai  quantities,  and  half  a pound  of 
beef  on  Sundays. 

Titis  gaol  is  fitnated  on  a rifing 
ground,  fronts  the  South,  is  well  lup- 
plied  with  water  and  frefli  air,  which 
makes  it  very  healthy,  there  having  been 
but  feven  deaths  in  21  years  out  of 
3i06  prifoners.  Here  is  a good  houfe 
for  the  Gaoler,  In  which  there  are  four 
rooms  for  mailer’s- side  debtors,  and  a 


chapel.  There  are  feparate  rooms  ani 
fix  courts  for  each  fex  of  debtors,  c ' 
felons,  and  of  petty  offc  nders,  or  Brid< 
well  jiriloners  ; and  each  j)rironer  has: 
feparate  lodging  room  (about  8 fee 
2 inches  by  b feet  8,  and  7 I2  feet  high; 
which  is  furniflied  with  a wood  bee 
Head,  draw  bed,  two  blankets,  and 
coverlet.  Theiearetvvo  rooms  for  ir 
firmaries,  and  under  them  three  con 
demned  cells.  In  two  of  the  court 
are  baths.  In  the  centre  of  the  Gaoler 
houfe  there  is  a turret  with  an  alarm 
bell,  and  a clock.  The  men  who  at 
confined  for  pettv  offences  are  employ 
ed  in  fawing  and  polifliing  Hone,  an 
lawing  timber;  ihev  have  one  half  c 
\\  hat  thev  earn  betide  the  county  ai 
lowance.  Women  are  employed  i 
fpinning  and  carding  wool,  and  hav 
one  half  of  their  earnings.  The  men 
gaol  is  two  ftories  high,  and  con 
tains  eight  cells  on  each  ftorv,  divide 
from  the  court  by  a pallage  of  4 fet  i 
6 inches.  Men’s  Bridewell  ibefamjl 
The  women’s  gaol  and  Bridewell  at  i 
one  (lory  high,  and  each  contains  level 
cells,  divided  by  a lobby,  the  fame  at 
the  men’s.  The  common-fide  debtor  t 
prifon  has  nine  rooms,  about  10  feetb  i 
7,  and  8 feet  t)  inches  high,  for  whief  I 
they  pay  as  per  table  in  my  book  o j 
prifons. 

There  is  a large  work-room,  in  whic  I 
are  feveral  looms  for  weaving;  and 
court  to  work  in,  4f)  yards  by  32.  1 

warm  and  cold  bath  and  ovens  to  pi 
rify  the  cloaihs.  When  a prifoner 
brought  into  cutlodv,  the  Surgeon  i 
fent  lor,  to  ex  unine  him  ; and,  if  he 
unwell,  he  fends  him  medicines ; 
he  is  ragged  and  dirty,  he  is  lirippec 
waffled  in  ihel)ath,  and  county  clolhf 
put  on  him. 

All  the  apartments  are  whitewalbc 
twice  a year,  and  the  fleeping-cel 
four  times.  The  floors  of  the  dax 
rooms  and  fleeping-cells  are  wafhe 
once  a week  in  winter,  and  twice  i 
fnmmer,  and  fwept  every  day.  A 


intane,  or  tiu.fe  reputed  m (>e  (o.  % the  1418  Geo.  111.  c.  49.  (winctm.  euaded  to 

m orce  or  ve  ycats;  and  by  the  19th  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  is  continued  for  feven  yer 

fuither;  and  by  26th  Geo.  III.  c.  91.  made  perpetual),  no  perfon,  on  pain  of  ^ool.  (h 

cruet  tain  or  confine,  in  any  houfe  kept  for  the  reception  of  luiiaticks,  more  than  o 

hinauck  atone  time,  without  a licence  being  granted  yearly  by  the  College  of  Phyficia 

one  on  an  Wefiminfter,  an<l  feven  miles  thereof;  and  within  the  county 

. lidulefex,  and  eifewirere,  by  the  Juftice.s  in  Seffions.  Tlie  College  of  Phyficians  tl 

nnember.s  annually  to  vifit  the  refpedive  licenfed  houfes ; and  the  M 

k ‘ evote  imiiar  attention  within  their  jurifdiifion  ; and  perfonally  e; 

of  anv  ' csable  objeds  under  reffraint,  and  not  depend  upon  the  repc 

thP  f ^ of  cruelty  at  Bodmin  and  Poole  ouflu  -o  ton 

ahufe  fr'mT  f m the  kingdom,  to  prevent  the  pofTibility  of  lu 

abulc  from  being  pradifed  wuh  impunity.  L. 
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lithe  prUbners  attend  chapel  ; and  their 
-ibehavionr  when  1 was  there  (9th  Ocl. 
11803)  was  orderly  and  devout,  and  di- 
ivine  iervice  impreilively  performed  by 
(the  worthy  Chaplahi  ; the  Pfalm  for 
;jthe  day  was  the  79^^^  ? three 

ii  nien  under  lentence  of  death  were  feu- 
I fiblv  affetted  by  the  twelfth  verfe  ; 

“ O let  the  fo)  ro^vful  fighing  of  the  prb 
4 (oners  come  before  Thee  !” 

I This  gaol  (as  well  as  many  others) 

!:  has  its  inconveniencies  or  defedls.  The 
liconvicds  remain  a long  while  in  tho 

0 common  gaol  after  lentence,  indifcri- 
? minatelv  aUbciating  with  thole  com- 

1 milted  lor  trial.  There  is  no  proper 
! leparation  of  young  beginners  from  old 

offenders.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  and 
; much  to  the  honour  of  the  humane 
keeper,  that  one  prifoner,  fome  time 
: after  his  difcharge,  faid  the  day  of  his 
, commitment  was  the  moll  fortunate  in 
I his  life,  as  he  had  learned  a trade  (that 
I of  a fawyer)  by  which  he  could  earn 
I two  guineas  a week. 

There  were  committed  to  the  Bride- 
; well,  from  the  4th  Oblober,  1802,  to 
^ the  5lh  Oclober,  1803,  prilbners  85  ; 
their  earnings  during  that  period  were 
117/.  8s.;  of  this  Ibm  the  prifoners 
received  one  half,  the  Gaoler  one  quar- 
I ter,  and  the  other  quarter  was  paid  to 
I the  county  dock. 

I*.  Launcellon  Gaol  for  Felons  for- 
I merly  belonged  to  the  Con  (table  of  the 
j Cadle,  but  has  dnce  been  purchaled  by 
the  County.  Gaoler,  John  Mules,  fa- 
lary  16/.  fees  13  s.  4 i.  ; Chaplain, 
Rev.  Mr.  Lethbridge,  la'ary  20/.  duty 
once  a week  ; Surgeon,  Mr.  Roe,  fala- 
j ry  i6/.  ; prifoners,  18th06lober,  1803, 
one.  Allowance 20  oz.  of  wheaten  bread 
daily.  In  1779,live  hundred  pounds  of 
the  King’s  bounty  was  appropriated  to 
i this  gaol.  In  a pafl'age  5 § feet  wide, 
there  are  for  men  four  neiv  cells  (8  feet 
by  6 4,  and  8 feet  four  inches  high),  a 
large  day-room,  and  fpacious  court,  \yith 
a pump  of  excellent  water  in  it,  which, 
running  through  the  necellary,  keeps 
it  clean.  The  County  humanely  al- 


lows coals  to  the  day-room.  The  cells 
have  boarded  floors.  Clean  draw,  two 
blankets  and  a rug,  are  allowed  each 
Prifoner.  Over  thefe  rooms  are  the 
Gaoler’s  apartments.  iVdjoining  is  the 
ohl  gaol,  in  the  upper  part  of  which  is 
a well-ventilated  room  with  a fire-place 
in  it,  for  women  felons.  Three  fleep- 
ing-cells,  with  bedding,  the  fame  as 
the  men’s,  and  nearly  the  lame  fizc, 
open  into  it.  They  have  a fpacious 
airy  court-vard,  but  no  water.  There 
being  no  chapel,  divine  Iervice  is  per- 
formed in  a little  room  below. 

The  Mayor  fends  the  prifoners  week- 
ly one  lltilling’s  worth  of  bell  wheaten 
bread  : (weight,  18th  Oblober,  1803, 

6 ^ lb.).  No  memorial  of  the  legacy 
in  the  gaol.  The  A6l  for  preferving 
the  health  of  prifoners  is  hung  up,  but 
not  the  claufe  againd  fpirituous  liquors. 
The  prilbn  clean.  The  dungeons  of 
the  old  gaol  were  filled  up  with  lum- 
ber, and  no  appearance  of  their  being 
ever  ufed  dnce  the  new  cells  were  built. 

Launcedon  town-gaol  is  over  the 
South  gate.  One  room,  about  12  feet 
fquare,  with  a fire-place  and  three  cage- 
cells  with  draw  on  the  floor  for  felons  ; 
over  which  is  a large  room  for  debtors. 
The  whole  prilbn  is  in  a very  filthy  and 
ruinous  date.  A debtor  had  efcaped  jull 
before  my  vifit.  The  gaoler,  who  is  the 
Town-Serjeant,  lives  at  a didance.  Al- 
lowance three  halfpence  a day.  No 
court.  No  water.  Neither  Acl  for 
preferving  health,  or  claufe  againd  fpi- 
rituous liquors  hung  up.  Prifoner 
none,  18th  October,  1803. 

Town  Bridewell,  is  in  the  work- 
houfe  yard.  A room  with  two  fmall 
llceping-ceils,  one  for  men,  the  other 
for  women.  Straw  on  a boarded  floor, 
very  dirty.  No  water.  Prilbners  are 
not  permitted  the  ufe  of  the  court-yard. 
Mader  of  the  work-houle  the  keeper 
falary  6 /.  allowance  the  fame  as  the 
poor.  I mud  now  conclude,  or  I fhall 
not  leave  fpace  fufficient  to  fay  with 
what  cordial  edeem  and  regard  I am 
mod  fmcerely  yours,  Jas.  Neii.i>. 
Chelfea^  November  1803. 


Kjchols  and  Son,  Vrinters^  Red  Lion  Paffage^  Fleet  Street, 
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LETTER  IX.  ON  PRISONS.  are  fafficient  to  generate  peflilen- 
Sambrooh  Court,  tial  fevers  in  every  town  expofed  to 
Mr.  URBAfN,  yiu^uji  20.  thefe  prolific  fources  of  contagion, 

t(c$oo$oc^o$o^  HE  motives  which  and  which  endanger  the  fafety  of 
^ ^ have  given  rife  to  every  individual. 


^ the  remarks  on  Pri- 

^ fens,  and  fimilar 

- IniVitutions,  origi- 

nated  trom  an  ar 


To  extend  and  rivet  the  mifehief, 
water,  a moft  important  article  of 
prevention,  is  denied,  and  every 

_ ^ fpecies  of  uncleanlinefs  tolerated* 

dent  defire  to  remove  their  abufes.  To  augment  the  miferable  feenery, 
and  to  promote  their  improvements,  immorality  is  fuper-added,  where 
Grateful  would  be  the  pleafure  to  divine  fervice  is  negleded,  or  to- 
record  the  latter  3 and  under  this  tally  excluded.  Alas  ! what  a pic- 
fentiment,  the  County  Goal  at  ture  of  human  infelicity  and  de- 
Chelmsford,  and  the  Bridewell  at  pravity  do  thefe  letters  p our  tray ! 
HaUfed,  are  introduced  in  the  fub-  Do  any  animals,  or  collebtion  of 
fequent  letter ; where  the  reader  brutes,  afford  fuch  a complication 
will  find  much  to  approve,  and  lit-  of  wretchednefs  ? 
tie  to  cenfure.  Happy  would  it  be  How  many  fellow-creatures  com- 
for  the  community,  as  well  as  for  inonly  die  in  this  Empire,  by  infec- 
the  obiefts  of  confinement,  were  tious  fevers  is  not  ascertained  3 but, 
eulogy  more  generally  applicable  3 from  the  returns  in  London,  the 
but  fcarcely  does  the  eye  Purvey  this  aggregate  may  be  ^ eftimated  at 
prifon  with  approbation,  when  a ? for,  in  this  Metropolis, 

contraftis  prefented,  in  fome  of  the  my  refpeaable  friend  Thomas  Ber- 
bridewells,  workhoufes,  and  houfes  nard,  efq.  whofe  caution  and  ac- 
of  correaion,  of  nakednefs,  filth,  curacy  no  perfon  will  doubt,  cal- 
and  difeafe.  culates  the  number  of  viaims  at 

It  is  truly  painful  to  meet  with  3000  each  year, 
fuch  frequent  occafions  of  record-  lo  contemplating  this  deplorable 
ino-  newledt  and  mifmanagement,  mortality,  fo  eafily  to  be  leilened, 
and  it  may  become  difiruft ing  to  the  or  prevented  ; the  mind  feels  fome 
reader  3 but  abufes  that  are  Uaught  gratification  in  refieamg  upon  the 


with  danger  to  individuals,  and  to 
the  community,  imperioufly  de- 
mand animadverfion  and  cenfure, 
in  order  to  ftirnulate  attention,  and 
produce  reformation.  In  revert.ng 
to  preceding  letters,  and  connedmg 
the  following,  it  is  a matter  of  tur- 
prize  that  infedfious  fevers  are  not 
more  generally  extended.  The 


philanthropy  of  feveral  individuals, 
who  have  afiociated  together,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  conta- 
gion, by  eftablifhing  an  Houfe  of 
Recovery  * for  the  reception  of  in- 
fedled  perfon s 3 whilft  their  habita- 
tions, containing  the  teeds  of  dii- 
eafe,  are  purified.  This  has  pro- 
duced the  moft  falutary  efteds  in 


numbei^s  of  poor  objeas  crowded  Oiefter  where  the  was 

into  one  apanmenl,  almoft  without  fuggefted  by  my  relpeaable  and 
light,  „u.J,  ir.n  more  deftruaive,  highly-valued  fnend  Dr  rUv- 
without  air,  or  change  of  raiment,  garth^ A kmdied  fiieiid  1 have 


» VVe 


coulil  have  vvilhea  that  this  houfe  haJ  been  more  infulated.  Edit. 


the 
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the  pleafure  of  claiming  in  the 
amiable  Dr.  Percival,  who  in- 
troduced the  fame  into  Manchefter. 
Liverpool,  Dublin,  and  other  towns, 
have  followed  the  example,  in  the 
promotion  of  which  London  now 
participates ; and  the  falutary  et- 
ledts,  confidering  the  produdlive 
caufes  of  difeafe,  preferved  in  and 
ilfuing  from  Prifons,  Bridewells, 
Workhoufes,  and  other  fources  of 
infeftion,  already  exceed  expe6la- 
tion  5 and,  fhoiild  the  Magiftracy 
jrenerally  and  uniformly  co-operate 
in  cleanfing  the  numerous  Augean 
ftables  under  their  jurifdi6tion,  we 
may  hope  to  fee  this  fcourge  of  the 
human  race  nearly,  if  not  totally, 
exterminated  j and  thus  about 
40,000  ufeful  lives  fnatched  from 
the  deftru^ive  operation  of  conta- 
gion *. 

If  to  this  pleafing  view  we  add 
the  prefervation  of  48,000  viftims 
to  the  SmalLpox,  which  may  now 
be  preferved  by  the  Cow-pock,  we 
have  in  our  power  to  polfefs  the 
fublime  contemplation  of  forming  a 
faving  fund  of  human  life  of  near- 
ly 88,000  perfons  annually  in  this 
Empire,  by  the  exercife  of  reafon, 
philanthropy,  and  judicious  policy  ! 

There  is  a circumftance  of  lin^u- 

o 


lar  importance  noticed  in  my  friend;k 
Neild’s  letter  refpefting  the  prifoni 
of  Newgate,  which  is  applicable  to| 
every  place  of  confinement,  in  or-k 
der  to  prevent  the  propagation  oLi 
infedtion.  It  is  very  well  known,  f 
that  a perfon  who  has  furvived  an  ; 
infedtious  fever,  and  appears  con- 
valefcent,  and  indeed  apparently 
well  5 may,  for  a confiderable  time,  J 
be  capable  of  conveying  the  fame  i 
infectious  fever  to  an  healthy  per- i 
foil  ; and  more  certainly  if  he  have  f 
not  had  a change  of  raiment.  It  | 
hence  becomes  a neceffary  fecurity 
to  the  welfare  of  the  publick,  that 
a room  fhould  be  fet  apait  for  pri- 
foners  who  have  been  in  the  lick 
ward  of  any  place  of  confinement, 
to  receive  them,  till  all  fufpicion  of 
conveying  infeCtion  fliall  have  been 
removed,  before  tliey  are  allowed 
to  mix  indifcriniinately  with  the 
healthy  prifoners.  It  is  this  cir- 
cumliance  which  is  judicioully  al- 
luded to  in  the  fubfequent  letter ; 
and  it  fortunately  hapjiens,  tliat  wd 
have  afeertained  a fite  in  Newgate, 
that  may  be  made  adequate  to  the 
object  required,  as  a room  of  re-, 
covery.  It  is,  however,  to  be  la- 
mented, that  our  recommendation 
has  not  hitherto  been  adopted. 


♦ To  promote  this  beuenci.-il  elieiit,  eveiy  phice  of  meat cti atiuo  Ihould  be  fuper- 
intenited  by  a medical  gentleman.  Pnfnners  in  comity  gaols  are  vifu.dly  jilaced  niuler 
Inch  care  ; but,  by  the  annexed  Refolution  of  tlie  Magiftrates  at  Chelo.sforJ,  tl  is  bene- 
fit is  not  extended  to  debtors. 

Essex  : At  a General  Qiiarter  SelTionof  the  Peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
holden  at  Chelmsford,  in  and  for  tlie  laid  County,  on  Tuefday  in  the  week  next  after 
the  Tranflation  of  Sr.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  to  wit,  the  eleventh  day  of  |uly,  in  the 
twenty-fixih  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Th.id,  now  Kmg  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  before  Thomas  Herney  Bramiton,  efqnire,  the  Right  Hoii.  (Jenrge 
Earl  Waldegrave,  John  Bullock,  John  Sturt,  John  Henniker,  Eliab  lUrrey,  Jotin  Ye'd- 
ham,  the  younger,  Thomas  Ruggles,  Z tehariah  Button,  james  Barwick,  job  Mathewq 
efquires,  the  Reverend  Nicholas  Wakeham,  dodlor  in  divinity,  Thomas  A,hdy  Abdy, 
Philip  Salter,  John  Bull,  Brook  Bridges,  clerks,  and  others,  then- companions,  Jultices 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  in  ttie  faid  Counry  ; and  alfo,  See. 

It  being  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  this  Court,  that  the  Oi  ilci  made  at  the  General  Q^iar-  ! 
ter  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  here  holden  in  and  for  the  faid  Couiuy,  on  the  fifth  day  of  O6I0-  i 
her,  in  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  MajeBy , King  George  tlie  Second,  appointing  j 
a Surgeon  and  Apothecary  to  take  care  of  and  adminiiier  phyfic  to  the  poor  prifonrrs 
confined  in  the  Gaol  and  Houfe  of  Coire6iion  at  Chelmsford,  in  and  belonging  to  this' 
County,  for  the  time  being,  doth  not  extend  to,  or  comprize  theiein,  any  nci  fons  con- 
fined in  the  faid  gaol  for  ; this  Court  dotli  llierefore  order,  tliat  the  C'erk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  faid  County  do  fignify  foch  their  opinion,  and  confti U(5iion  of  the  faid 
Order,  in  writing,  to  the  keepet  of  the  faid  gaol;  and  that  the  faid  keepei'  do  caufe  tw'o 
or  mere  copies  thereof  to  be  forthwith  printed  and  fixed  u|>  in  fuch  pai  ts  of  the  laid 
gaol  as  are  moft  convenient  for  the  purpofe  of  notifying  the  fame. 

By  the  Court.  (Signed;  Bullock,  Cletk  of  the  Veace:* 
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The  wearing  apparel,  and  even 
the  bed-cloaths,  iiied  by  any  infec- 
ted perfon,  Ihonld  either  be  de- 
ffcroyed,'  or  carefully  purifierl  by 
walhing,  baking,  or  other  fecure 
means  of  annihilating  the  infectious 
poifon  5 nor  ihould  he  be  allowed 
to  put  on  other  cloaths  till  he  has 
been  well  walhed  and  cleaned  from 
head  to  foot.  The  hek  wards 
Ihould  be  fre-quently  fumigated,  as 
well  as  the  apartment  appropriated 
to  convalefcents  as  a place  of  re- 
covery. 

d’he  length  of  this  letter  induces 
me  not  longer  to  Intrude  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  reader;  but  the 
Society  for  the  relief  of  Outcalls 
lhall,  in  a future  elfay,  engage  the 
attention  of  J.  C.  Lettsom. 


IMv  IX^ar  hriench 


To  Dr.  Lettsom. 

iaidrnsford, 
h//y  80,  J808. 

At  CIic'/rKfonl,  in  I.'lllex,  a new 

Countv  Gaol  has  been  ereCled.  noon  a 

1 ^ 

very  liberal  plan,  ai  the  exj'jenit-  oi  the 
(A)unlv,  which  was  bnillivd  and  irdia- 
biicd  in  the  year  1777-  1 have  ticfure 

obi'erved,  that  the  I’pleitdour  of  this 
building  yives  it  more  tlio  appearance 
of  a gentleman’s  houfe  than  a i)ri(f);i, 
and,  inflead  of  llriking  terror  and  dread 
into  the  minds  of  the  wicked  and  ii- 
iiorant,  mull  excite  wonder  and  admi- 
ration. 

'Fite  plan  in  general  was  not  good  ; 
for  the  internal  part  was  \erv  defective, 
bv  being  cronded  with  a large  cha])ei, 
large  ttip  room,  fpacious  kitchen,  and 
many  domeUic  oliices,  which  prevented 
that  free  circn!atio.n  of  air,  I’o  necelfary 
to  the  jirefervaiion  of  health  in  all  pri- 
fons. 'Fhefe  del’ecls  iiave  been  fmee 
\ery  jndiciondv  remedied,  bv  the  re- 
ino\'al  of  the  chapel,  5cc. ; and  inany 
(ingle  cells  have  alfo  been  added,  with- 
out  the  lead  iiuenuption  to  the  free 
circulation  of  air. 

'File  debtors  and  felons  are  entirely 
feparate.  The  debtors  have  a court- 
yard, 99  feet  bv  i-t,  ir^Avhich  there  are, 
a dav-room,  \\iili  a flagge<i  lltior,  22 
feet  by  14,  and  eight  leparate  llee|)ii;g 
rooms,  18  feet  by  14,  and  9 feet  !0 
inches  high,  with  fire-pkmes  and  I’afli- 
wiudows.  Th.'v  have  allb  a common 
bed,  or  firaw  room,  43  !eet  liy  iG, 
with  three  falbcd  windows,  which  is 


furniflied  with  draw,  for  the  nfe  of 
thole  who  cannot  afford  bedfleads.  A 
large  u|)per  room,  called  The  Snmggk'/^ 
room,  42  feet  by  16,  iron-barred,  and 
grated  windows,  and  furniflied  with 
very  good  beds,  is  alfo  appropriater/  to 
debtors,  who  can  pay  for  the  nfe  of  it. 

A INlrs.  ilerris,  fonie  years  fmee, 
gave  fome  lands  in  trull  to  the  incum- 
bent of  the  parifli  of  Chelmsford,  outof 
which  rents  five  pounds  are  diliributed 
annually  on  Cliiidmas-eve,  in  equal 
portions,  to  the  debtors  ; a memorial  of 
which  is  Iinng  up  in  the  gaol. 

'i'he  (elons  have  twenty-eight  cells, 
eight  of  wliich  are  folitarv,  10  feet  bv 
(),  and  (even  feet  higli,  and  two  large 
condemned  cells,  ifj  feet  bv  14.  Each 
common  and  loiitary  cell  buj  a crib- 
bed liead,  furmlhed  with  fiock-bed, 
bolfters,  firaw  maitrafs,  and  blanket. 
'File  condemnet!  cells  have  barrack 
bedfleads,  furnilhed  with  draw  and 
biatikets  oniv.  All  the  cells  arc  flagged, 
oi  proper  diinenllons,  well  \enti!aied, 
and  the  conrL-\ards  airy,  and,  except 
the  iolitarv  and  Cftndemned  cells,  bate 
a dav-room,  with  a fire-place,  in  wbicli 
fire  is  allowed,  at  the  Conniv  expenle, 
from  the  111  of  Novemlier  to  the  111  of 
Mav.  'Fwo  rooms,  l()  leet  liv  L4,  are 
a(q)ropriatcd  for  felons,  who  can.  afford 
to  pav  three  Ihiliiags  per  week  for  the 
nfe  of  them.  Women  felons  have  fe- 
parate wards,  witii  fire-places,  beds, 
Ac.  the  lame  as  in  the  other  cells. 
Fh'erv  [tail  of  the  gaol  is  air\-,  and  verv 
well  fujtphed  with  that  moll  nlel’ul  and 
neceffarv  article,  excellent  water. 

Ikery  crimmal,  upon  Insentrance,  is 
firip'ped  and  walhed,  his  own  cloaihs 
arc  taken  from  him,  and  pstrified  in  an 
o\'en  ; and  conntv  cloathing  is  pul  on 
him,  wliich  has  a coloured  collar,  or 
flecve,  to  difcriminaic  his  offence. 
Convieds  are  omploved  in  ma’King  oak- 
um (which  is  picked  at  the  Uonfe  of 
Correclion)  into  ropes,  fur  various 
pnrj.'ofes  in  the  farming  line.  'Fhe 
clear  jirolit  to  the  county  froni  their 
work,  from  the  111  of  April,  180'),  to 
ill  of  April,  1808,  was  2281.  9d. 

ff’here  are  two  fejtarate  infirmaries 
for  num  and  women  ; the  lormer  has 
a flagized,  and  the  latter  a brick  Hoor, 
each  20  feet  l)y  15,  attd  gla/.ed  win- 
dows ; hoih  are  upon  thegromul-floor, 
which  I linmhlv  prefnmc  to  be  wrong, 
and  relpectfidlv  recommend  fome  build- 
ings above  ihele,  to  be  coinerted  and 
appropriated  to  iiuiriniirics,  as  liiev 
would  be  lelk  fubjcci  10  diuiip,  and  have 


mure 
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iDore  and  better  air.  The  medical  at- 
tendants for  criminals  only,  are,  Henry 
Menidi,  M.  D.  and  his  partner  Mr. 
Gil  Con,  VVilliain  Welch,  M.  D.  and 
liis  partner  Mr.  William  Bird,  and 
Mr.  G.  A.  Gipp.  Each  houle  attends 
alternately,  every  third  year,  at  an  an- 
imal fiilary  of  60 1.  On  the  North 
fide  of  the  gaol  is  the  chapel,  into 
which  the  condemned  cells  open.  'I'he 
area  is  occnpied  by  the  keeper’s  family, 
debtors,  and  women  felons.  'I'he  men 
felons  are  (eated  at  the  end  oppofite  to 
the  altar  ; are  clail’ed  according  to  their 
ollences,  and  (eparaied  bv  wainl'cot 
partitions ; and  have  an  iron  fcreen 
before  their  lEus.  The  Chaplain  (bv 
whole  lerions  behaviour  at  prayers  I 
have  been  more  than  once  edified)  is 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  w'ho,  on  com- 
mon occafions,  attends  twice  in  the 
week;  and  every  day,  when  prifoners 
are  under  fentence  of  death.  His  fa- 
hiV)' a0\.  per  annum  y the  a6l  of  parlia- 
ment not  allowing  more,  the  Magif- 
iraies  .have  very  lately  added  20l.  as  a 
reward  for  his  attentions  to  the  Honl'e 
of  Corre6lion,  which  he  had  for  many 
years  vi Cited  gratnitonlly.  The  pri (on- 
ers refpeii'i  him,  and  were  very  attentive. 

Th&  Gaoler,  Robert  Purnell,  has  a 
ialary  of  180/.  exclufive  of  the  advan- 
tage of  Come  rooms  to  lett,  and  of  the 
payment  ol  4d.  upon  the  releaCe  of 
each  debtor,  and  for  which  Inin  the 
debtor  may  he  detained  till  it  is  paid. 
I'elons  pay  no  fees,  and  garnilh  is 
abolillied.  It  would  he  an  acl  tvorthy 
the  humanity  of  this  opulent  and  re- 
fpeclable  county,  if  debtors  fees  were 
likewife  abolillied,  and  the  destitute 
PRISONER  freed  from  this  tyrannical 
aggravation  of  his  legal  fufferings,  as 
well  as  from  cafual  and  uncertain  claims. 

The  Gaol  is  whitewalhed  once  a 
year ; and  the  a6l  for  the  preCervation 
ol  health,  with  the  claule  againll  Ipi- 
rituows  liquors,  are  hung  up  in  it  ; ex- 
cellent rules  and  orders  are  efiablinied 
for  its  good  government.  IVilime  s, 
3 ill  July,  1803.  Debtors  22;  men 
felons,  &:c.  .3 1 ; women  felons,  8;  de- 
ferters,  2.  Total  63.  Allowance,  i^ne 
pound  and  a half  ofbread,  and  a quart 
of  final !■  beer  daily. 

Chelmsford,  Houfe  of  Corre6lion. 
Keeper,  Thomas  Ford  ; (alary  SO/, 
with  an  additional  allowance  of  ten 
pounds  for  coals  ; no  fees ; garnifi,  one. 
fhilling  ; the  number  of  prifoners  vary, 
and  fometiines  are  very  great  ; there 
were  only  S6  when  I vifited  it  the  12lh 


October,  1801.  The  men  and  boys  were 
employed  in  picking  oakum  for  the 
gaol  in  a long  work  room,  l6  feel  by 
12  ; on  the  ground  floor,  adjoining  to 
which  are  a common  day  room,  and 
a fleeping  room  ; above  ihefe  are  three 
rooms  of  the  lame  dimenfions,  and  for 
the  fame  purpofes  for  the  women. 
Two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  each 
l6  feet  by  12,  are  appointed  for  the  fick. 
The  keeper  is  notonlv  \’ery  humanely, 
but  allb  yery  religioully  attentive  to  hi.s 
prifoners,  particularlv  lb  as  to  the  lafl 
on  theSabbath  day,  when  he  conflantly 
reads  thechurch-lerviceto  the  pri  (briers. 

I cannot  but  remark  that  this  Houfe  of 
C'Orrecliou  has  many  and  great  incon- 
^e^ic^ces,  and  is  by  no  means  calcu- 
lated for  the  purpofes  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied. The  prifoners  are  alwavs  kept 
within  doors,  and  the  room  very  often- 
(Ive  by  the  nccrjpiries.  Neither  here 
nor  at  the  county  gaol  are  there  projicr 
drains  ox  feivers.  On  mv  vilil  the  3 If! 
July,  1803,  I found  the  good  old 
keeper  dead  ; the  whole  priibn  filthy 
and  out  of  repair  ; in  the  two  upper 
rooms  five  women  and  two  children 
fick  on  the  floor;  the  draw  worn  to 
dud  ; and  in  one  of  the  rooms  a cart 
load  of  rubhifli  heaped  up  in  a corner. 
In  one  ol  the  fick  rooms  below  were 
four  women  ; in  the  other  room  fix 
women  and  two  children  : one  of  the 
women  quite  naked,  another  without 
a fhift,  th  e other  foitr  had  neither  flioe 
nor  docking;  a man  and  a boy  wiih  fore 
legs.  I'll  e whole  prifoners  were  vocife- 
rous, and  almoft  del’perate  for  the  want 
of  water  This  was  (upplied  during  my 
day.  The  prifoners  ccivplained  of  the 
want  ol  medical  attendance,  and,  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  fihhinefs  of  the 
fores  and  bandages,  not  without  reafou. 
The  (nrgeon’s  apprentice  came  while  I 
was  there,  and,  at  my  reqaed,  ordered 
warm  milk  and  water  to  bathe  and 
cleanfe  their  legs.  Among  the  prifoners 
werefmr  idiots.  Neither  the  abt  for  pres 
fervation  of  health,  iu>r  iheclaufe  agamft 
Ipiritnous  li(|uors,  were  hung  up.  What 
rendered  this  wretched  pri  (bn  (till  more 
unbearable,  was  the  ofl'enfivenefs  of  the 
hog-dye  of  an  adjoining  pnblic-honl'e. 
Number  of  prifoners.  men  and  boys 
12;  women  17;  children  5;  allow- 
ance, one  pound  and  a half  of  bread, 
and  a quart  o(  fmall-beer  daily.  1 mu(l 
in  jndice  add,  that  the  magidrates  of 
the  county,  ^vho  have  paid  a laudable 
attention  to  public  utility,  have  lately 
purchaled  a d;e  of  laud,  immediately 
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adjoining  to  the  South  end  of  the 
County  Gaol,  and  on  which  a new 
Houfe  of  Corredlion  is  to  be  built,  and 
on  a fcale  adequate  to  all  the  jiurpoles 
of  fuch  a building. 

Colchejier.  The  Callle  was  formerly 
the  ComUy  Gaol. 

That  part  of  it  which  is  now  the 
Brideivell  has,  firft,  a large  room  with 
a fire-j)lace,  28  feet  bv  14  ; on  one  fide 
a room  with  a window  ; on  another 
fide  two  ro-oms  at  a right  angle  with  the 
former,  a window  in  the  rarihermolL 
Thefe  rooms  are  about  13  feet  fquare  ; 
the  partitions  are  iron  grates  for  light 
and  air  from  the  window  at  each  end, 
and  there  is  no  decent  reparation  of  the 
fexes.  There  is  a court  yard,  but  of 
which  prUoners  have  very  leldom  the 
life  ; the  keeper’s  wife  told  me  they 
were  afraid  of  efcapes.  No  water. 
There  is,  in  another  part  of  the  old  Caf- 
tle,  a well  of  fine  water  covered  over ; 
little  or  no  employment;  the  wards  are 
dark,  and  feldom  whitewafhec! ; allow- 
ance, one  pound  and  a half  bread  per 
day  ; gaoler,  John  Smith  ; falary  SO/, 
and  for  draw  two  pound  a year,  and 
firing  21.  a year;  no  fees;  furgeon, 
Mr.  Newell  ; makes  a bill,  and  has 
two  guineas  a year  for  making  the  quar- 
terly report;  no  chaplain,  or  divine 
fervice  ever  performed  ; neither  the  a(jl 
for  the  prefervation  of  health,  nor  claufe 
againft  fpiritiious  liquors,  are  hung  up. 
Prifoners,  12th  06lober,  1801,  one. 

Colchefler  Borough  Gaol  and  Bride- 
well. Keeper  John  Hardy  ;- falary 
12l. ; fees  2s.  6d,  No  chaplain  or  fur- 
geon. Number  of  prifoners,  1801, 06lo- 
ober  I2th,  eleven.  Allowance,  four 
pence  per  day.  No  court  yard.  In  ©ne 
room  of  15  feet  fquare,  and  lighted  by 
two  iron-bar  grated  windows,  fix  women 
were  confined;  no  bedding,  fomefhort 
and  dirty  ftraw  on  the  floor,  with  two 
rags  of  blankets,  on  which  two  of  them 
lay  fick.  In  another  room  l6  feet  by 
11,  lighted  and  ventilated  by  one  iron 
grated  window,  four  women  were  con- 
fined. In  a third  room  up  fairs,  15 
feet  by  9,  lighted  by  a fmall  iron-grated 
window,  was  a man  heavily  ironed. 
To  each  room  a half  tub,  uncovered, 
ferved  the  purpofe  of  a necejfary ; the 
cielings  about  feven  feet  high,  fo  very 
dirty,  the  man  told"  me  no  whitewafh 
would  flick  upon  them.  No  water  ac- 
ceflible  to  the  prifoners.  The  effluvia 
from  the  tubs,  and  the  putrid  exhala- 
ion  from  the  poor  wretches  in  confine- 
ment, made  the  rooms  almoft  infuppprt- 


able.  With  the  affiflance  of  aromatic 
vinegar,  and  my  handkerchief  to  my 
mouth,  I could  fcarcely  renjain  long 
enough  in  them  to  take  their  dimen- 
fions.  Below  are  two  flrong  rooms, 
each  10  feel  by  11,  both  dark  and  of- 
fenfive.  The  acl  for  prefervation  of 
health,  and  claufes  a^ainfl  fpirituous 
liquors,  not  hung  up.  Phere  is  a room 
for  debtors,  but  no  prifoner  was  in  it. 
Upon  exprefling  my  doubts  how  long 
fix  perfbns  could  live  in  fo  co^nfined  a 
(pace  as  15  feet  fquare,  the  man  who 
attended  me  laid,  when  the  rooms 
■were  fo  crowded,  the  commitments 
were  for  a very  fliort  lime.  With  re- 
fpe^:\  to  this  inferior  class  of  cri- 
minals, offenders  againfl  the  public 
peace,  and  public  order,  5fc.  wou  id  it 
not  be  better  if  they  were  committed  to 
the  Houfe  of  Corre^lion  to  hard  labour? 
would  there  not  be  a greater  chance  of 
reforming  their  manners,  and  reftoring 
them  better  members  to  fociety,  than 
by  imprlfonment  in  a place  in  which 
there  is  no  poflibility  of  induflry?  A 
letter  from  the  keeper,  dated  10th  Fe- 
bruary, 1802,  informs  me,  the  rooms 
have  fince  my  vifit  been  cleanfed  and 
whitewafhed. 

HalJled^ndLfwtW.  OglethorpeWake- 
lin,  keeper  ; falary  40/.  ; no  fees. 
Chaplain,  the  llev.  John  Houghton  ; 
falary  20/.  ; duty  once  a week.  Sur- 
geon, Mr.  Gilfon;  falary  10/.  The 
court-yard,  SO  feet  by  20,  is  paved  with 
flag-flones,  and  ufecl  by  the  men  one 
part  of  the  day,  and  by  the  women  on 
the  other ; has  a pump  in  it,  and  a ne- 
celfary  in  one  corner.  A day  room  24 
feet  by  12.  One  room  on  the  ground- 
floor,  boarded,  is  ufed  as  an  infirmary. 
The  five  fleeping  rooms,  which  have 
boarded  floors,  are  14  feet  by  feven  feet 
fix  inches ; each  contains  two  barrack 
bedfteads,  with  bedding  and  blankets* 
A caff-iron  neceflary  in  each  room. 
Over  every  door  is  an  iron  grating  with 
infide  fliutter.  The  women’s  work 
room,  in  vvhich  prayers  are  read,  is  24 
feet  by  12;  their  fleeping  room  the 
fame  fize  as  the  men’s  ; has  three  crib 
bedfteads ; two  blankets ; and  ftraw, 
which  is  changed  every  14  days.  The 
Gaol  clean,  and  w'hitewafhed  every 
year ; the  cells  are  well  ventilated  ; and 
it  was  with  plealure  I obferved  a reli- 
gious book  in  each.  Number  of  pri- 
foners on  the  17th  of  06lober,  ]8()i, 
14  men,  and  three  women.  JEmplo  « 
ment,  picking  oakum  ; and  each  prife- 
Rer  has  one  half  of  his  earpings.  A - 
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lowance  one  pound  and  a lialf  of  bread, 
and  a quart  of  finall  beer  daily. 

1 am,  .ike.  James  Neied. 

. , Chelmsford, 

My  Dear  l-neiHl,  g-;  .syg. 

When  I fet  out  on  this  tour  of  vifi- 
'taiion  to  prifons,  1 propoled  wriiin'r  to 
yon  much  fooner  ; but  I have  been  in- 
ienfibly  led  on  from  prifon  to  ))rifoii, 
till  my  remarks  became  too  voluminous 
for  conveyance  by  ilie  poil.  The  many 
petitions  to  our  Society  from  pebtqrs, 

“ Jich  und  in  prifon,”  makes  me  lament 
extremely  that  medical  ahiltance  is  not 
extended  to  this  dais  of  priibners  in 
every  gaol  throughout  the  kingdom. 
The  fate  of  the  fober  and  induf- 
irious  prifoner,  who,  through  fjcknels, 
want  of  employment,  a large  family  to 
maintain,  unavoidable  Ioffes,  &c.  comes 
to  gaol,  is,  perhaps,  the  moll  wretched 
pf  the  human  fpecies  ; having  nothing 
but  what  arifes  from  indufiry  and  ma- 
nual labour,  he  is  fhnt  up  in  prifon  ; 
and,  when  Jlcknefs  vifils  him,  unable  to 
pay  for  medical  afiiflance,  weighed 
down  with  anguifli  and  a load  of  woe, 
he  meets  death  with  pleafure. 

Sir  George  Paul  humanely  obferves, 
“As  debtors,  they  have  broken  no  mo- 
ral law,  oflended  no  pofitive  infiitu- 
tion.  Doomed,  by  folly  or  tnisfortune, 
to  be  the  neceffarv  facrifices  to  com- 
mercial faith,  they  claim  an  abundant 
fliare  of  our  pity  ajid  attention.” 

In  the  gaols  of  Hereford,  Gloucefler, 
IJorcbener,  Bodmin,  and  many  others, 
every  fick  prifoner  is  as  well  taken  care 
of  as  in  an  hofpital  ; and  may  we  not 
hope  the  fame  indulgence  will  he  fme- 
lioned  by  an  order  in  the  refpe61able 
county  of  Effex  ? 

The  priibners  in  Colchefter  Gaol 
were  vagrants,  and  diforderlv  women, 
of  the  very  lowed  and  moli  wretched 
clafs  of  human  beings,  nearly  naked, 
with  only  a few  filthy  rags,  almod  alive 
and  in  motion  with  vermin  (as  1 ex- 
perienced); their  bodies  rotting  with  the 
bad  difiemper,  and  covered  with  itch, 
fcorbutic,  and  venereal  ulcers.  From 
the  want  of  fredi  air,  and  of  fufficient 
room  to  breathe  in,  1 have  often  won- 
dered that  the  plague  does  not  break 
out^  from  the  gates  of  thefe  crowded 
prifons,  and  fweep  off  promifcuoufly 
all  before  it.  You  may  remember,  when 
you  humanely  accompanied  me  over 
’every  part  of  i^ewgate,  the  5th  March, 

3 802,  it  was  rather  a matter  of  furprize, 
that,  among  fo  great  a number  of  mif'e- 

rable  pbjeids  allotted  to  a few  rooms, 
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fo  fmall  a number  fhould  be  ferioufly 
indir])ofed.  Another  infirmary  you 
thought  abfolutely  necefdiry ; and  we 
agreed  one  might  be  built,  perfeclly 
fecure,  and  at  a very  fmall  expenfe. 

1 have  ever  been  of  opinion  that  even 
the  extraordinary  care  of  the  prefent 
humane  keeper,  Mr.  Kirby,  will  not 
be  I’udicient  to  prevent  the  gaol-fever  in 
this  crowded  prifon,  where  convieds 
are  fuffered  to  remain  fo  long  after  fen- 
tence  ; and  you  will  think  me  jullificd 
when  J inform  you,  that  from  the  1ft 
of  January,  1803,  to  the  1 ft  of  May 
following,  prifoners  died  in, 

this  gaol.  There  appears  no  neglecl 
in  the  offices  of  the  prifon  ; but  that 
pnlriil  diftempers  are  a natural  confe- 
(juence  to  which  a Gaol  fo  crowded 
may  at  any  time  fuhjebl  its  inhabitants, 

I have  not  made  fo  accurate  a furvey 
of  this  prifon  as  to  fay  prccifelv  the 
number  of  jirifoners  it  is  capable  of  ac- 
commodating ; I think  not  more  thaix 
500  ; but,  in  May  1802,  there  were  in 
it  867  ))rifbners,  of  whom  254  were 
debtors.  One  would  be  tempted  to 
think,  from  our  prefent  ftowage  of  pri- 
fbners  in  forne  of  our  gaols,  that  the 
lofs  of  a fubjeft  to  the  State  was  not  an 
object  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Le- 
gillature. 

Yours,  &.C.  Jas.  Neild. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  a pro|)ofal 
to  eftablifli  an  Asylum  for  Outcasts 
has  been  lent  to  me  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitaker.  The  expenfe  that  would 
attend  the  execution  of  this  plan  is  too 
infignificant  to  be  offered  as  an  objec- 
tion to  fo  fahitary  an  infiitution  ; and 
1 will  demonfliate  to  you,  in  fome  of 
my  fubfequent  remarks  on  prifons,  that 
in  a few  years  time  the  profits  arifing 
from  the  labour  of  the  prifoners  would 
reimburfe  the  publick  for  all  the  expenfe 
incurred  by  the  execution  of  this  plai;. 


KteHOLS  frintas,  Red  Lion  PaJ/a^e^  Fleet  SJneu 
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THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 
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LETTER  X.  ON  PRISONS. 

tt  Sambrook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban, 

N pafling  through  a 
A long  and  dreary 
j ^ journey  the  travel- 

R ler  repoles  with 
^ g pleafure  on  the 

fmooth  and  ex- 
panded road  j or,  when  benighted, 
perceives,  though  at  a diftance,  a 
glinapfe  of  light,  catches  the  glim- 
mering with  avidity,  and  follows  it 
with  a Heady  and  eager  eye — fo  my 
friend  Neild,  whilll  traverfing  ma- 
ny a difmal  and  loathfome  dun- 
geon, dwells  with  the  enjoyment 
annexed  to  philanthropy,  on  the 
improvements  ot  Prifons,  and  on 
the  comparative  comforts  and  alle- 
viations of  mifery  experienced  by 
tlieir  unfortunate  denizens.  Hence 
the  Gaol  at  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  as 
well  as  the  Houfe  of  Corredtion,  en- 
gage his  attention  and  approbation. 
Few  things,  indeed,  connedted  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  Prifoner  elude 
his  attention  j and,  whilft  I repeat 


his  noticing  religious  books  at  both 
thefe  places  of  confinement,  I can- 
not difmifs  the  fubjedt  without  ad- 
verting to  the  advantages  that  might 
refult  from  the  proper  diftribution 
of  fuch  books  among  Prifoners, 
not  one  of  whom  fliould  be  without 
the  aid  atleafi  of  a NewTefiament, 
as  well  as  of  fome  infirudtive  tradls 
fuited  to  the  different  clafles  and 
fiates  of  the  delinquents. 

There  is  fomething  fo  imprefiive 
in  the  calm  perufal  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  that  obdurate  indeed  mult 
be  the  heart  that  can  refiedt  upon 
the  dodlfines  and  pradtices  it  incul- 
cates without  feeling  the  mind  foft- 
cned  and  improved  thereby.  Im- 
preffions  from  this  fource  are  often 


permanent  j or  recur  at  moments 
with  convidtion  that  delivers  from 
temptation;  or  meet  a man,  as  the 
Scripture  exprelfes  it,  in  the  high- 
ways, inferring  the  paflions,  tu- 
mults, and  agitations  of  the  world  ; 
and  moft  powerfully  illuftrated  and 
enforced  in  the  converfion  of  the 
once-perfecuting  Paul.  As  atten- 
tion is  fometimes  farther  awakened 
by  other  books  of  inftrudlion  foun- 
ded upon  the  fame  immutable  prin- 
cipl  es  of  truth,  may  fome  pious 
charadters  be  induced  to  compote  y 

fuch  pGmU:i'»l  tradls  as  may  be  appli-///V/T?/ 
cable  to  different  clafies  of  Prifon- 
ers,  or  to  point  out  fuch  as  are  al- 
ready extant  ; that  Sheriffs,  Magif- 
trates,  Overfeers,  and  others,  may 
be  diredled  in  the  feledtion  of  thole 
moft  fuitable  to  the  refpedtive  ftates 
of  the  objedls  of  confinement. 

Grateful  indeed  would  be  the  talk, 
were  I enabled  to  add  any  pleating 
refledlions  upon  the  ftate  of  the 
other  places  of  continement  in  tlie 
fame  county.  T'he  Philanthropifi, 
however,  fcarcely  gains  a gratify- 
ing Oafis  in  the  wildernefs  of  human 
defolation,  before  he  is  compelled  to 
traverfe  defert  after  defer t equally 
dreary  and  inhofpitable.  In  defi- 
ance of  the  benevolent  defigns  pour- 
trayed  by  Howard,  and  of  the 
plans  exhibited  in  the  publications 
of  Neild,  of  which  few  Magifirates 
can  be  ignorant ; and  in  negledt  of 
the  injundlions  of  Parliament ; the 
fame  injudicious  fyfiem  exifis  which 
thefe  writers  have  reprobated,  and 
againll  which  the  Legiflature  has 
in  vain  impofed  wife  laws  and  re- 
gulations. In  a country  diluii- 
guilhed  for  fcience  we  fiill  read 
“ no  water,  no  circulation  of  air  f ^ 
where  piety  diltinguilhes  the  Cler- 
g)',  no  chaplain  or  divine  fervicef 

in 
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in  the  midfl  of  luxury  and  refine- 
rnent^  predominate  “ Jilt h,  7i(iked- 
nefSf  vermin^  and  difeafe  •,  ’ in  a 
nation  celebrated  for  its  mild  and 
extenfive  legiflation,  neitht^r  the 
aSi  Jhr  the  pTefevvcLtion  of  healthy 
nor  the~€laufe  againji  fpirituous  li- 
quors, are  hu7ig  up,  in  violation 
of  an  exprels  adt  ot  parliament. 
Nature  is  faid  to  be  connedled,  trom 
the  higheft  to  the  lowetl  ot  its 
works,  by  a chain  whofe  links  of 
gradation  are  imperceptible ; but 
in  the  moral  world,  as  it  refpedts 
man  and  the  treatment  of  man,  the 
chain  is  broken,  and  the  unconnedl- 
ing  link  ,is  riveted  in  the  chafm  of 
human  infelicity.  liiat  man, 
ftrengthened  by  divine  aid,  who 
fliall  wrench  off'  the  bolt,  and  re- 
place the  link  which  connedts  the 
beautiful  gradations  of  human  hap- 
pinefs,  . will  acquire  the  veneration 
of  liis'  fellow-creatures,  and  conle- 
quently  that  of  J.  C.  LtiTTSojvi. 

1 have  read  the  letters  (igtied  En- 
febia,  p.  707,  and  Confervator,  p.  70.9,  lu 
the  latf  Magazine ; and  both  will  claim  my 
future  atteonon. 


To  Dr.  Lettsom. 

My  dear  Friend,  -dug.  29,  1804. 

Unry  St.  Edmund's  Gaol.  John 
Orridge,  keeper;  falarv  200 1.  for  Gaol 
and  Houfe  of  Coireciioo,  and  coals 
and  candle.  Felons,  none ; debtors 
when  dil'charged  pay  to  the  gaoler 
a fee  of  83.  8d.  on  every  aelion,  and  to 
the  Sheiifi  2s.  ; hut  if  difeharged  on 
Superfedeas,  then  to  the  Slicriff  t)s.  8d. 
Chaplain,  Rev,  Simon  Frvke  ; I'alary 
50 1.  for  the  Gaol,  and  10 1,  for  the 
Konfe  of  Correclion;  duty,  Sunday 
and  Friday.  Surgeon,  Mr.  HnbbanJ ; 
falary  50l.  for  debtors  and  felons.  Al- 
lowance from  the  county,  one  pound 
and  three  quarters  of  bread  each  pri- 
ibner  per  day.  Number  of  pri Toners, 
15ih  Oclober,  180!  ; debtors  6;  felons 
13.  This  gaol  is  lltuated  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  ; has  only  one  court,  34 
yards  by  16,  for  all  delcriptions  of  pri- 
Ibners,  with  two  necellaries,  one  for 
debtors,  the  other  for  felons.  On  one 
fide  of  it  are  feveral  rooms  for  debtors, 
near  l(i  feet  fquare,  with  good  beds, 
for  which  each  pays  23.  per  week  ; two 
fleep  in  a bed.  They  have  a day-room 
and  a work-room  nearly  the  fame  fizc. 
Thofe  debtors  who  are  njechanicks  fol- 


low their  trades.  The  women’s  work- 
room, 17  feet  by  13,  is  up  ftairs,  and 
is  likew'ife  their  dleeping-rooin.  They 
are  (bpplied  with  beds  at  Is.  permteV 
each.  There  is  another  room  for  wo- 
men 13  feet  by  10,  Jkvo  women  were 
at  work.  The, felons’  day-room  is  32 
feel  by  15  ; and  five  men  were  at  work 
I'pinning  and  weaving,  and  iL.wo>oiher« 
learning  to  make  fhoes.  They  have 
the  whole  of  their  earninris.  Their 
(leeping-room  .has  a ftone  floor,  is  17 
feet  fquare,  and  holds  fix  beds.  Two 
prifoners  lleep  in  a bed,  and  pay  Is, 
per  week  eacli  for ‘the  ufe  of  a feather- 
bed, two  blankets,  a bolder,  a pair  of 
flieets,  and  coverlid.  There  is  an  iron- 
grated  and  glazed  window,  but  no  fire- 
place. The  poor  felons'  ward,  or  dun- 
geon, is  the  fame  fize,  with  a .plafter 
floor,  iron-.graied  and  glazed  window^ 
a barrack  bedhead  with  ftraw.  Holds 
10  iterfons.  To  feparate  them  from 
each  other  there  is  an  iron-railing,  with 
handcufls  and  lieavy  chains  for  thcii* 
feet  fixed  to  ftaples  in  the  barrack  bed- 
heads. This,  1 believe,  is  nmv  ielclom 
ii.fed.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  this 
dungeon  is  a,notfe€r  barrack  feed  head  for 
fix  juilboers,  with  llraw’,  two  blankets, 
and  a rug.  One  man  ill  in  it  of  a 
fever,  though  there  are  two  rooms  fet 
apart  as  infirmaries,  1 7 feet  by  13, 
There  is  a hatiiing  tub;  an  oven  to  pu- 
rifv  their  eltiaihs , and,  when  v’erv  rag- 
ged, thev  are  clo-thed  by  the  magif* 
trates.  There  are  fonr  rooans  np-ftairs, 
in  the  front  of  the  gao-ler's  houfe,  about 
16  feet ’Iquare,  ufed  as  lodging-rooms 
for  debtors,  with  three  beds  in  each 
room  ; atul  each  debtor  pays  2s.  per 
week  for  lodging,  if  he  has  a bed  to 
hlmfelt ; ’out  if  two  debtors  lleep  in  one 
bed,  then  Is.pir  week  each.  Ail  poor 
debtors  have  the  conntv  allowance; 
and  Irom  the  5ih  of  Novetnber  to 
Lady-day  felons  receive  two  bufliels  of 
coals  per  week,  and  debtors  four,  and 
40s.  every  week  from  the  feoffment. 
Here  is  alfb  a mofl  excellent  charitable 
fund,  called  Pemhcrlous  charity  (be- 
ing left  by  a gentleman  of  that  name)  ; 
which  fund  is  dirc61ed  by  the  donor’s 
will  “to  be  applied  by  the  trullees  to- 
wards the  relief  of  fuch  poor  dif- 
trefled  infolvent  debtors  as  fhould  be 
impri-foned  within  any  of  the  gaols 
of  the  county  of  Suftolk,  either  for  de- 
livering them  out  of  prifon,  or  relieving 
their  necefliiies  whilft  therein,  as  the 
truflecs  lhall  think  fit ; provided  fuch 
poor  debtors  be  perfons  born  in  Suf- 
folk, 
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folk,  and  no  way  indebted  to  anv  of 
the  trullees.”  T.  he  trullees  under  this 
charity  frefjuently  allow  3l.  or  4l.  and 
fomeiimes  5l.  to  poor  deferviug  debtors 
towards  obtaining  their  dilcharge. 
They  alfo  allow  to  each  debtor  two 
pounds  of  beef,  a pint  of  porter,  and  a 
twopenny  loaf,  every  Sunday,  under 
this  condition,  that  every  debtor  re- 
ceiving it  fliall  regularly  attend  chapel 
unlefs  prevented  by  (ickneCs  ; but  no 
crown  debtors  partake  of  this  charity. 
There  being  no  cltapel,  divine  fervice 
is  performed  in  a front  room  of  the 
gaoler's  houfc  ; and  all  pri loners  rnidt 
attend,  unlefs  prevented  by  ficknefs. 
The  county  provides  no  emplovment 
for  priloners  in  this  gaol;  but  the*  intel- 
ligent and  attentive  keeper  is  very  alli- 
tluous  to  irrocure  it.  A new  gaoi  is 
now  building  a little  wav  out  Of  the 
town,  by  the  ingenious  'Mr.  Byfield, 
upon  a plan  which,  1 think,  will  an- 
Iwer  the  three  great  pril'on  purpoles, 
viz.  fecurity,  health,  and  improvement 
of  morals. 

Bury  St.  Edmund's  Bridewell.  The 
afcent  by  I9  heps,  whence  it  is  vul- 
garly called  the  dsinetcener.  This  pri- 
fon,  it  is  laid,  was  in  former  times  a 
Jewilh  fynagogue.  It  has  a large 
room,  IS  yards  by  9,  in  which  men 
and  women  are  permitted  to  walk  al- 
ternately. The  door  is  brick  ; and 
aflies  and  cinders  were  heaped  up  in 
one  corner.  Two  lleeping  cells,  10 
feet  by  7,  with  crib  bedheads  and  brick 
floors,  a fmall  ir»n-grated  and  glazed 
window  in  each.  In  the  up|)er  Itory 
are  three  rooms,  2.3  feet  by  15,  in 
a very  ruinous  hale.  A fmall  court 
p3  feet  by  9),  not  fecnre.  No  water; 
it  is  fetched  from  the  (kifile_  alehonle. 
Keeper,  I’homas  Bals  ; lakiry,  61.  tmd 
4d.  for  each  prilbner.  Fees,  Is.  Neitlier 
the  a6l  for  prelervation  of  health  nor 
i claufes  againll  Ipiriiuons  licpiors  hurtg 
I up.  Ttie  whole  prifou  in  a very  filthy 
. and  ruinous  condition,  Piifoner,  !3il» 

< Oclober,  1801,  one  boy;  he  was  net- 
' ting  garters. 

Houfe  of  CorxeBion  for  the  Idberty 
i of  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  erected  in  1787, 
i has  a court-yard  for  men  with  15  cells, 
t each  10  feet  by  7 ; a day-room,  20  feet 
1 by  12.  Another  court- yard  for  vvo- 
: men  ; eight  cells  and  a day-room.  A 
jjpump  in  each  yard.  They  are  em- 
:jpl9yed  in  fjdnning:  and  receive  two- 
litifihs  of  their  earnitigs,  whicit  is  jtaid 
t|to  rhem  when  difcliarged.  Each  pri- 
'Ifnner  is  allowed  one  pound  and  three 
i<|uarters  of  bread  per  day,  befitles  the 


following  dietary  ; viz.  Sunday,  lialfa 
pound  of  meat  and  one  j)ouncl  of  j)ota- 
toes  ; Alonday,  three  quartets  of  a pint 
of  peas  with  broth  of  the  preceding 
day  ; Fnelday,  one  ounce  and  a half 
ol  rice  and  one  ounce  of  oatmeal  made 
into  porridge  with  onions;  VVedneiclay, 
two  pounds  of  potatoes  ; i hurlikiy  as 
Sunday;  1- riday  as  Monday  ; Saturday 
as  1 nelday ; Oatmeal  gruel  every 
morning  for  breakfall.  One  perfoa 
lleeps  in  a cell  in  a crib  bedhead  ; tick- 
ing bed  Huffed  with  draw,  which  is 
changed  once  a fortnight ; two  blan- 
kets and  a rug. 

There  is  a board  placed  in  a confpi- 
cnoits  part  in  eacli  court- yard  with  this 
infeription  : “ Each  pnfo'ne.  is  allowed 
one  pound  and  three  quaners  of  bread 
jwr  day.  Weights  are  jjrovided  to 
weigh  the  lame  oti  the  application  of 
any  prifoner  to  tlte  keeper.”  Two  in- 
firmaries newly  erecfed.  A frnali  cha- 
pel, and  divine  lervice  once  a week.  A 
inrgeon  is  appointed,  with  a lalarv. 
Priloners  are  provided  with  a conniy 
drefs,  and  have  clean  linen  once  a 
week.  '^I’here  are  lour  cells  on  the  top 
of  the  keeper’s  houfe,  which  are  tiled 
for  very  young  oflenders.  An  oven  to 
purify  the  prifoners  cloaths,  and  a 
bathing-tub.  Religious  ' books  were 
placed  in  each  ceil. 

Sudbury  Gaol  and  Bridewell.  The 
keeper,  Richard  Wright,  is  by  trade  a 
baker:  has  uo  lalary.  Fees,  *4s.  No 
table.  This  miferahle  pmifon  has  for 
debtors  and  criminals  two  rooms  on, 
the  ground-floor  fronting  the  HreeU 
about  13  feet  Iquare.  A fire-place  in 
each,  with  iron-bar  grated  windows, 
and  a fmall  aperture  to  beg  through. 
I'p-fiairs  are  two  little  rooms,  7 feet 
by  ■)  each,  for  the  debtors  to  lodge  in  ; 
and  for  women  criminals  a room  with 
a fire-place  about  13  feet  fquare.  The 
court-yard  being  infecure,  prifoners 
have  not  the  nle  of  it;  and  water  is  not 
acccliible  to  them.  There  is  no  necej- 
fury  ; a bar  of  wood  acrols  one  corner 
of  each  room  with  a little  liraw  on  the 
floor  is  ufed  for  tliat  purpofe.  Gaoi 
very  dirty.  Neither  the  act  for  ihe 
prelervation  of  health  nor  claufes  againll 
i’piritnous  liquors  hung  up.  Allowance 
6’d.  a dav.  No  jirii'oner,  1 7 (M.  1801. 

P.S.  I am  obliged  to  iea\c  town  to- 
morrow, to  attend  the  Committee  for 
Small  Debts  ; but,  as  I’oon  as  the  buli- 
nel’s  is  o\'er,  fliall  let  out  agaiu  on  mv 
vifils  to  Prifoiis  ; fo  that  you  may  ex- 
pert fliortly  to  htar  from. 

Yours  truly,  .James  Neild. 


Vunt$rtf  Red  Lion  Fke;  150.;.. 
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[THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 
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LETTER  XL  ON  PRISONS. 

Sambrook  Court, 

Mr,  Urban, 

he  following  cor- 
!§'  § refpondence,  which 

'p  ^ defcribes  the  Rate 
^ of  the  Prifons  and 
^ places  of  confine- 
ment  in  the  county 
Df  Cambridge,  prefents  more  to  ap- 
orove  than  to  cenfure;  and,  al- 
^;hough  it  affords  matter  worthy 
of  remark,  any  refiedions  there- 
on fhall  be  poRponed,  in  order 
:o  fulRl  the  engagement  propofed 
n p.  608  of  your  Mifcellany,  of 
noticing  the  letters  under  the  Rg- 
oatures  of  W.  p.  496,  and  S.  A. 
3.  518,  with  which  I fhall  include 
chofe  of  Eufebia,  p.  709,  and  Con- 
servator, p.  710,  as  illuRrative  of 
each  other. 

From  the  two  RrR  letters,  figned 
Dj  initials,  we  are  affured,  that  in 
Some  of  the  workhoufes  in  the  me- 
ropolis,  divine  fervice  has  been  re- 
gularly performed,  and,  confe- 
guently,  that  general  cenfure  of 
negleft  in  this  neceffary  duty  is  not 
uniformly  applicable.  Well-au- 
■Renticated  fa^fs  of  paRoral  atten- 
-ion  over  the  riRng  generation  muR 
eonvey  pleafure  to  every  feeling 
cnind  j and  that  pleafure.  would  be 
augmented  were  the  fruits  of  vir- 
luous  condudt  found  to  correfpond 
with  this  pious  care;  but,  in  Con- 
Ifcrvator’s  apology  for  the  vicious 
IRate  of  the  manufacturing  children 
J)laced  out  from  the  metropolis,  the 
lamentable  inRances  of  depravity 

are  in  fome  meafure  deduced  from, 

'.1  • 

and  afcribed  to,  the  introduction  of 
Ithe  children  from  the  workhoufes 
Hn  London,  as  he  Rates,  that  “ the 
gleanings  of  workhoufes  from  the 
^capital,  from  many  parts  of  the 


country,  have  been  thrown  into 
thefe  great  towns;”  and  hence  it 
may  be  inferred,  that  the  attention 
to  morals  in  many  of  them  is  in- 
adequate and  ineffectual  to  the 
due  correction  of  vicious  habits,  and 
that  the  requifite  care  to  this  im- 
portant object;  cannot  be  too  ear- 
neRly  imprelfed  upon  the  public 
mind. 

It  never  was  my  defign,  however, 
to  point  out  the  Clergy  as  the  ob- 
jects of  cenfure,  but  rather  the  mif- 
taken  oeconomy  of  the  directors  of 
Prifons,  Bridewells,  and  Work- 
houfes, in  neglecting  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  employing 
their  ufeful  fervices ; and  1 lhall 
hence  avoid  any  animadverlion  on 
the  charges  introduced  by  Eufebia. 
As  an  individual,  1 am  under  nu- 
merous obligations  to  the  Clergy 
for  the  pleafure  and  inRruCtion  I 
have  derived  from  their  fociety  and 
friendRiip  ; whom  I have  long  con - 
Rdered  as  a diRinguifhed  ornament 
of  the  community;  and  without 
whole  exertions  virtue,  which  hap- 
pily animates  this  country  to  a de- 
gree hitherto  unknown,  would  oe- 
come  lukewarm  ; and  beneficence, 
with  all  thofe  moral  affeCtions 
which  dignify  human  nature,  might 
degenerate  into  torpor,  and  fympa- 
thy  be  congealed  into  apathy. 

In  noticing  Confervator's  letter, 
I wifh  to  avoid  controverfy;  his 
fentiments,  however,  do  not  appear 
to  me  calculated  to  preferve  infan- 
tile morality,  upon  which  the  fu- 
ture happinefs  of  the  community  lb 
materially  depends.  If,”  fays  he, 

the  vifit  of  the  benevolent  Mr. 
Neild  was  only  to  wrefl  from  his 
mill  articles  of  crimination  for  an 
expofure  before  the  publick,  Mr, 
Bott  has  aCted  very  wifely  by  the 

interdiction 
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interdiaion  of  curiojity  and  intru^  thofe  of  their  own  fex  who  may  her 
Jive  enquiry'*  placed  out  to  fervice.  By  thefe: 

Enquiry  and  intrufion  may  refult  attentions  the  poor  would  feel  the:* 
from  very  different  fources. . My  pride  of  being  owned  by  their  fupe- 
friend  Neild  is  well  known  as  hold-  riors  j and  gratitude  would  excite  ai; 
ing  the  king’s  commiflion  of  the  ftrong  impulfe  to  perfeverance  inri 
peace  in  more  counties  than  one ; good  condua. 

and  the  fource  from  whence  his  cti-  Howard  told  me,  that,  when  he*- 
riofity  is  derived,  neither  requires  was  in  Vienna,  after  having  beeiu 
iTiy  explanation  nor  apology ; but  highly  dihinguifhcd  by  the  ErU- 
to  admit,  like  Confervator,  an  if,  peror,  he  was  vifited  by  feveral  per- 
I might  add— if  children  of  va-  ions  of  rank,  and  among  others  the: 
rious  denominations  are  appren-  newly-appointed  governor  of  Uppeu 
ticed  to  manutadtories,  enquiry  Auifria  and  his  countels.  Ihe  ior- 
into  their  fituation  and  treatment  mer,  with  no  little  pomp,  enquired! 
be  interdicied,  morality  and  health  into  the  ftate  of  the  prifons  undeu 
muft  in  many  inftances  be  ruined  ; his  government : to  which  the  Vi- 
and hence  equally  humane  would  fitor  of  Priions  replied,  that  they 
it  be  at  once  to  introduce  llavery,  were  in  the  worit  date  of  any  in  the 
and  tolemte  all  its  baneful  effeas.”  Imperial  dominions  he  had  feem 


A fecond  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  and 
another  mannfadturer  of  Bow  near 
Stratford,  might  ufe  the  lame  ar- 
gument to  preclude  intrujive  en- 
quiry, and  the  exercife  of  that  juf- 
tice  which  the  pooreif  object  is  yet 
entitled  to.  Not  lb  reafoned  that 
great  manufadurer  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
bart.  whole  humane  exertions, 
however  unjuftihably  eluded,  to 


and  particularly  the  fituation  in 
which  the  women  were  placed  j’ 
adding,  that  “ it  would  be  doing  a 
noble  ad  ion  were  his  lady  to  pay 
attention  to  this  miferable  clafs  ofi 
her  own  fcx,”  This  great  lady  ap- 
peared highly  indignant  on  the  re- 
commendation ot  Inch  a degrada- 
tion of  her  rank,  and  was  retiring 
fairer  clown  the  Itairs  c;t  his  apart- 


proted  and  meliorate  the  miferable  menfs  than  the  had  afeended  them 
condition  ol  infantile  outcalis  and  Kemembei,  fnd  the  I hilan 


apprentices,  will  ever  claim  the  tlirojiitt,  that  you,  INiadam,  ars 
hlelhngs  ot  the  poor  and  the  grati-  alio  a woman,  and  wdl  lame  limf? 
lude  of  the  nation,  and  not  only  ol  pollcis  no  more  room  than  the 
Dale  of  Lanark,  but  likewife  of  pool  eft  of  your  fex  ” 


every  other  liberal  manufadtirtT 
who  wilhes  to  raife  his  fortunes 
only  on  the  conjoint  happinefs  of 
his  labourers.  ^ 

Indeed,  were  this  inqitifitive  en- 
quiry more  univerfally  extended, 
the.  nioll  interefting  benefits  might 
refult.  Every  poor  pet  ton,  appren- 
ticed out  by  any  parilh  whatever, 


1 cannot  dole  tliis  letter  wilhou 
adverting  to  Conlervator's  note  oi 
the  j'lippofed  religious  profelhon  o 
Dale  of  Lanark.  If  he  meant  nt 
Venl'nieon  him  or  Howard  as  Dif- 
lenters,  ihcre  was  eeriainly  no  oc 
cafion  for  liis  ai)ol('gy  ; nor  doe4 
there  appear  any  great  iit'cellity  fw 
admitiiiif-r  the  charge  of  pai'tv.” 


ought  to  be  vililed  at  the  lealt  twice  The  object  wc  have  endeav'onred  tc 
a year  by  the  oveiieers  or  church-  promote  is  not  bounden  by  tha 
wardens,  or  rather  by  one  or  two 
independent  individuals  of  the  pa- 


'xifb,  in  order  to  emptire  into  their 
treatmetft  and  health, — to  encourage 
viftue  and  indultry  Ibmetimes  by 
dittle  rewards,  and  difeourage  vice 
-by  feiUonftrance  and  advice.  It 
wbuld'be  honourable  to  the  female 
Tex,  ‘V^tfre  limilar  appointments 
‘liddtptcti  ‘'to  vifit  and  fiiptnintend 


narrow  prejudices  of  aip”-  religioUi 
body,  nor  circumferibed  by  an 
partial  diftinttioiis  whatever;  to 
it  is  that  benevolence  which  dc 
feends  from  heaven  to  earth,  anu 
extend?,  from  pole  to  pole. 

Yours,  &C.  J.  V.  l.ETTSOxMl 

P.  7()q,  col.  2,  1 


Iracls,  r.  pradiicul  U'uc'is, 
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Cambridge  Caftle.  Wiiiiam  Gre- 
gory, gaoler  ( fa lary  CJO I . out  of  which 
he  pays  18l.  iOs.  to  itie  turiikev)  for 
Gaol  and  Bridewell.  Debtors’yeei'  and 
garnijli  are  ver\  laudably  abolijhed,  but 
the  under-lheriff  detnands  8s*  for  his 
liberate^  and  fur  the  piwuient  of  which 
the  debtor  may  he  detained.  Felons’ 
fees,  13s.  4d.  paid  by  the  county, 
Traniporis,  O'l  6s.  each;  he  paying  the 
clerk  of  alli7.e  ll.  Is.  for  eacii.  Cdian- 
Istin^  Rev.  Mr.  Homes.  I’here  being  no 
chapel,  divine  lervice,  le/ien  petjornud, 
is  in  the  keeper’s  honle  acrofs  the 
cadle-yard.  Salary,  25l  and  occahonal 
donations  from  tite  Karl  of  Hardwicke. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Okes;  (alary,  20l.  Al- 
lowance to  ielons  and  Houle  of  ( o\- 
reciion  pril'oners;  Monday  and  Thurl- 
day,  l6  ounces  of  bread  , V\'e(lneidav 
and  Saiurdav,  12  ounces;  Tuefdav  and 
Fr:day,  12  ounces  ol  bread  with  po  a- 
loes,  or  peafe,  onions,  or  wtiu-i  vege- 
tables (tewed  ; and  on  Sundav  ox- 
cheek  or  leg  of  beef  made  into  Ifrong 
fouj).  Debtors  have  no  ailowauce 
whatever  except  they  are  very  poor, 
then,  upon  folicitaiion  of  the  g-aoier, 
the  juftices  orrler  them  the  fame  allow- 
ance as  the  (elons.  Nmnber  ot  pri- 
foners,  Aug.  20,  l80v),  dr  Irlors  8,  fe- 
lons 13  ; January  28,  1802,  (lel)tois 
13,  felons  9 ; .\ugnlt  7,  1'802,  debtors 
6,  felon  I.  Tiieprhoii  is  ibe  gate  of 
the  old  caftle.  On  the  ground-floor, 
called  the  Low  Gaol,  are  hutr  (rroug 
rrioins,  aboui  12  feet  by  9 eacii,  one  of 
which  is  callfctl  the  Condemned  Room. 
To  tliele  the  cooniv  lurnillics  draw. 
There  is  an  afceni  of  22  done  deps  to 
the  debtors’  apartments,  called  the 
Jlisk  Gaol.  On  the  lirit-flotir  is  a room 
for  the  turnkey,  a kitchen,  a privy, 
and  three  other  rooms.  A'iiove  thetti 
are  fix  Ollier  fizeahle  rooms  ; Icur  of 
them  hold  two  and  ihre.e  beds  eacdi, 
for  which  the  prifoner  pays  Is.  (id.  per 
week  ll  fie  has  no  bed  of  ins  own.  aiul 
i(  two  deep  together,  Is  each,  d’iiev 
liave  ;i  dav  room  on  the  hrlt- floor,  and 
a lindl  couri-vard,  iu..whicfi  they  grow 
vegeiabics,  27  yards  by  14,  with  a 
pump  in  it.  The  felons’  court  is  10.| 
yards  hy  9.  No  ndinnary,  hut  a room 
appropnaied  to  lick  women.  No  em- 
plovineni  (urniriied  by  the  comity.  The 
act  for  the  pt'^'h-rv  ttidm  of  heanh  anrl 
edanfes  agaiidi  Ipiritunus  !i(]uor.s  bo.h 
hung  up.  Wiiitewallied  once  a year. 
A^Hiied  once  a quaner  ; hnt  I I’aw  no 
books  in  which  tlie  reports  were  en- 
leied.  The  Caltlc-yaid  is  Ipacious  but 


not  lecure,  and  no  pn loners  have  the 
ule  of  it  but  thole  vvtio  are  conhned  for 
fmall  turns,  and  in  whom  the  kteper 
can  place  confidence,  lu  it  is  the 
gallows. 

Debtors  have  dome  relief  from  lega- 
cies and  donations  paid  by  feveral  col- 
leges : from  Sidney  college  4l.  to  buy 
a lliirt  each,  and  to  expend  the  remain- 
der in  coals  and  bread  ; from  St.John'^- 
fixteeu  pennyworth  of  bread  eveiy  Sa- 
turday morning.  A colleblion  is  luadQ, 
in  the  Univerliiies  and  the  town 
Chrilinias,  wdiith  arnouuled  in  180i 
to  twelve  guineas,  being  one  guinea  to 
each  debtor.  20s,  J)^>'  (lanum  (deducf- 
iug  land-tax  4s.)  is  paid  from  an  elt-ite 
at  Cruxion,  in  this  county.  No  me- 
morial in  the  gaol.  This  payment,  the 
keeper  informed  me  when  J was  iherej, 
was  two  tears  in  arrear.  1 wrote  to 
Mr.  Lantaff,  who  occupies  the  eftate, 
about  it,  and  received  from  bun  a very 
uncivil  ani'wer.  On  my  vilit  in 
gild  1802,  the  pril’oners  made  grievous 
complaint  ilum  divine  fervice  Itad  never 
Ireen  j;erf'.rmed  during  the  lall  four 
inoiit.hs,  or  any  religious  aitenliosi 
wild  lever  paid  to  them.  The  realoii 
which  1 heard  afterwards  affigned  was,* 
that  a felon  had  made  his  elcape  in  go- 
ing acrols  the  Cafile  yard.  The  Rules 
and  Oniers  for  the  government  of  this 
g.iol  ate  twenty  in  number;  the  brea-cii 
of  then)  is  ptiiiiQted  b\  confinement  for 
a limited  ti  liC.  I iianlcribed  them; 
but,  as  they  would  make  mv  jtacket 
lot)  bulky,  1 omit  them  at  ])relent. 

County  Briikwiil  at  Cambridge  is 
in  the  Cable  ttud,  and  joins  h.)  tlte 
gaoler’s  hiiule.  it  coniilis  of  two  work- 
rooms mi  ilie  groniul-lloor,  a court- 
vard  vv  iih  a privv  in  it  for  men.  Up- 
Itairs  tire  two  rooms  iVtr  women,  with 
five  cages,  6j  feel  hv  4o  Frilbners 
not  com  millet!  to  hard  labour  receive 
one-luilf  ilie  net  profits  of  their  earti- 
ings  at  their  (Itfcharge.  The  Roles  and 
Dialers  (\vhich  1 cojiied)  are  well  cal- 
culated lor  its  good  government.  Pti- 
Ibners,  Augnii  7,  1802,  7 men,  2 wo- 
men. The  couniv  is  now  building  a 
new  gaol  in  the  (faiile-v  ard,  njam  a 
plan  (itmewhat  iimilar  to  that  of  Bury 
St.  Edmund’s,  and  by  the  lame  ijige- 
uioos  arclnteci. 

Cambridge  Town  (fiaol.  There  was 
rorfueriv  a to  m belmv  lor  eriuiinais, 
called  the  Hok,  21  leet  bv  7>  and, 
above,  a room  called  the  (-’age.  No 
court-yard  ; no  water;  nt)  ailowancei 
.Oil  my  vjfit,  Augnii  1800,  1 ha.’  the 
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pleafure  to  find  the  Cage  had  fallen  in- 
to the  Hole,  and  both  were  a heap  of 
ruins.  The  gaoler,  Thomas  Adams, 
is  hellman  to  the  town  ; lalary,  lOl. ; 
fees  and  garnllh  aboliflied.  No  chap- 
lain, or  divine  fervice  ever  performed. 
A fmall  court,  about  fix  yards  fquare, 
with  a pump  and  necefl’ary  in  it,  for 
all  defcriptions  of  prifoners.  There 
are  five  rooms  below  for  criminals, 
about  3 yards  by  2,  and  2h  yards  high, 
with  boarded  lloors.  Above,  are  three 
rooms  for  men  and  women  debtors,  and 
a day-room  24  feet  by  15,  who  pay  2s. 
per  week  fora  Tingle  bed  ; and  if  two 
fleep  together.  Is.  3d.  each.  Allow- 
ance to  criminals,  6d.  a day  in  bread 
and  cheefe.  Debtors  receive  relief 
(upon  the  gaoler’s  Tolicilation)  from 
feveral  of  the  colleges;  and  Trinity  col- 
lege Tends  yearly  three  Tacks  of  coals 
for  debtors  and  criminals,  wliich  are 
uTed  to  cook  their  vidtuals  in  the  houTc, 
and  occaTionally  to  warm  ihemfelves 
there  being  no  common  room  with 
a fire-place. 

The  town  allows  draw  and  blankets. 
If  the  keeper  furniflies  a bed,  each  pri- 
foner  pays  Is.  per  week.  The  cells  are 
ventilated  by  an  iron  grating  over  each 
door,  in  which  there  is  an  aperture 
about  6 inches.  Tiiere  is  one  dark  To- 
litary  cell  with  a double  door,  the  in- 
ner door  wood,  the  outer  iron-grated, 
ventilated  by  an  iron  grating  above  it. 
Water  is  now  accellilile  to  all  the  pri- 
foners. Neither  the  a6l  for  tiie  prefer- 
vation  of  health  nor  claufe  againfl  Tpi- 
rituous  liquors  were  hung  up.  No  em- 
ployment furnlfhed  by  the  town,  but 
prilbners  are  allowed  to  work  on  their 
own  account,  if  they  can  procure  it. 
The  gaol  was  clean,  though  more  than 
two  years  Tince  whitewafhed.  Prilon 
not  fecure.  A houTe-breaker  had  made 
his  efcape  by  a breach  in  the  brick- 
work about  a month  before  my  vifit. 
Prifoners,  Augud  8,  1802;  debtors, 
none ; criminals,  two. 

Cambridge  Town  Bridewell,  Samuel 
Barker  keeper,  is  a Tquare  building 
furrounded  by  a boundarv-wall  of  15 
feet  high  and  about  b feet  from  the  pri- 
fon  ; was  originally  bought  and  en- 
dowed for  the  encouragement  of  wool- 
combers  and  Tj)inners  of  this  town. 
The  bads  of  the  inTtltulion  was  a legacy 
of  the  famous  carrier  Thomas  HoLfon, 
who  died  in  l6'S0.  To  anfwer  the  in- 
tention, the  keeper  is  a wool-comber. 
He  emj)loys  not  only  feveral  hands  up- 
on the  foundation  of  the  charily,  but 


many  others;  among  them  his  priTon- 
ers.  His  Talary  is  paid  out  of  the  cha- 
rity, 30 1.  and  from  the  Univerfity  5l. 
No  fees.  Allowance,  town  prifoners, 
6d.  a day.  The  vice-chancellor’s  pri- 
foners have  4d.  a day,  and  6d.  on  Sun- 
day ; they  are  likewife  allowed  firing  in 
the  winter.  Each  cell  has  a mattrefs, 
two  blankets,  and  a rug.  For  men 
there  are  three  cells  at  the  entrance, 
each  9 feel  by  7f,  and  near  8 feet  high, 
with  draw  on  the  floor.  A tub  ferves 
the  purpofe  of  a neceflary  in  ihefe  cells. 
They  are  ventilated  by  an  iron  grating 
over  each  door,  which  has  an  aperture 
about  6 inches  fquare.  For  women 
there  are  ten  cells,  the  fame  fize  as  the 
men’s,  and  four  court-yards  with  a 
privy  in  each.  'I'hcre  is  only  one  pump 
in  the  prifon.  Many  of  the  cells  are 
out  of  repair,  and  the  whole  prifon 
verv  dirty.  Surgeon,  for  the  Univerfity 
prilbners,  Mr.  Tinney  ; and  for  the 
town  prifoners,  Mr.  Bond ; falarv, 
none  ; make  a bill.  Employment, 
I’pinning.  Priloners  have  the  whole  of 
their  earnings.  Neither  the  a6l  for  the 
prefervation  of  health,  norclaufes  againft 
fpiriiuous  liquors  hung  up.  Prifoner, 
Augud  7>  1802,  one. 

Jilu  Gaol.  John  Leaford,  gaoler, 
and  (herifl’s  oflicer  for  the  ille  but  not 
for  the  county  ; falary,  40l.  Debtors’ 
fees,  l6s.  8d.  Felons  pay  no  fees. 
Garnilh  abolifhed.  Tranfports,  7h 
each.  Allowance,  five  pounds  of  wheat 
bread  every  other  day.  This  gaol  the 
properly  of  the  Bilhop,  who  is  lord  of 
the  franchife  of  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  was  in 
part  re-built  by  Bp.  Mawfon  in  I768, 
upon  complaint  of  the  cruel  method 
which,  for  want  of  a fafe  gaol,  the 
keeper  took  to  I'ecure  his  prifoners*. 

For  debtors  there  are  three  good- 
dzed  rooms  up-dairs,  and  another,  call- 
ed the  Nnrfcry-room,  for  the  Tick,  with 
a fire-place  in  it.  One  iron  beddead, 
made  a prefent  of  to  the  gaol  by  the 
bilhop’s  lady,  and  one  wood-plank  bed- 
dead  for  the  nurfery.  Straw  is  pro- 
vided by  the  county.  If  a debtor  has  a 

* This  was  done  by  chaining  ttiem  down 
on  their  backs  upon  a floor,  .aci ofs  which 
were  feveral  iron-bars,  with  an  iron  collar 
wiih  fpikes  about  their  necks,  and  a heavy 
iron  bar  acrofs  their  legs.  An  excellent 
magiftrate,  James  Collycr,  efq.  prefented 
an  account  of  the  cafe,  accompanied  with  a 
drawing,  to  the  king  ; with  whicli  his  ma- 
jefty  was  much  affected,  and  gave  imme- 
diate order  for  a proper  enquiry  and  re- 
drefs. 
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bed  furnifbed  by  the  keeper,  he  pays 
2s.  per  week.  All  the  windows  are 
glazed,  and  have  floping  boards  before 
the  iron  gratings  to  prevent  the  prifbn- 
ers  looking  out  towards  the  ftreet.  The 
condemned  room  is  up-fiairs,  15  feet  6 
by  13  feet  <5,  and  8 feet  10  inches  hi^h, 
ventilated  by  an  iron-grated  window 
and  an  aperture  in  the  door  about  6 
inches  fquare.  Acrofs  the  floor  are  26 
iron  bur^  and  ftaples  fixed  in  the  floor, 
to  wh  ch  pri (oners  are  faflened  by  a 
flrong  iron  chain  run  through  the  main 
link  of  their  fetters,  and,  paffing  through 
the  fide  of  the  door,  is  locked  on  the 
outfide.  Below-ftairs  is  the  felons’  dav- 
iroom,  and  their  cell,  or  night-roorn, 
!8i  feet  by  10,  lighted  and  ventilated 
by  a window  about  a foot  fquare  and 
two  air-pipes.  The  keeper  told  me, 
that,  at  the  affize  1798,  he  had  twelve 
pri  Toners  confined  in  this  room  four 
nights,  fix  yf  whom  were  acquitted. 
T he  court  is  about  15  yards  by  13, 
with  a neceifary  in  it;  and  the  whole 
is  well  fupplied  with  water  by  a pipe 
laid  on  from  the  pump  to  their  day- 
rooms  As  there  is  but  one  court-yard 
for  all  defcrlpiions  of  prifbners,  if  a 
debtor  behaves  well,  he  is  indulged 
with  the  liberty  of  the  keeper’s  garden  ; 
and  two  debtors  were  walkino-  in  it 
when  I came  there.  Every  Sunday  a 
begoing-boK  is  carried  about  the  two 
pariflies  Trinity  and  St.  Mary  for  the 
prlfoners  ; and  the  coIl€6flon  when  I 
was  there  (Sunday,  Anguft  8,  1802) 
^mioutited  to  gd.  each.  Chaplain, 
Rev.  Mr.  Mules  ; falary,  20l.  ; duty, 
prayers  and  fermon,  once  a week.  Sur- 
geon, Mr.  George  Muriel  ; falary, 

1 none;  makes  a bill.  The  prifon  very 
clean.  Neither  the  aci  for  the  prefer- 
yation  of  health  nor  the  claufes  awainft 
fpirituous  liquors  hung  up,  This'^gaol 
not  being  fecure  is  the  reafon  why  fe- 
lons are  fo  feverely  chained  down.  The 
irons  ufed  here  are  !8  or  19  lb.  weight, 
atid  one  pair  43  lb.  which,  in  5799, 
one  John  Got  hard,  a tranfport,  had  on 
for  three  days  ; hut,  as  his  body  fuel- 
led greatly  in  coofequence,  they  were 
(on  the  furgeon’s  reprefentation)  taken 
off.  1 here  is  only  one  iron  collar  with 
\Jpikes  (fee  note  p.  898)  now  left ; and 
the  lafi  tune  it  was  ufed  was  on  James 
! Thompfon,  in  the  year  1798.  Pri  Toners, 
j Auy:ufi  20,  ISOl,  debtor  I,  felons  7 ; 
Augufl  8,  1802,  debtors  2,  felons  1. 
Affsze  in  this  ifle  twice  a year,  viz. 
Lent  at  Ely,  f ummer  at  Wifbech. 

Ely  Bridewell.  Benjamin  Richmond, 
a fack  and  rope  maker,  keeper;  falary, 


lOl.  No  fees.  This  prifon  (built  l6’51) 
conflfts  of  one  room  below  for  men  (l6 
feet  by  15  feet  4 inches),  and  one 
above,  called  the  Strong-room,  about 
the  fame  fize,  which  has  34  iron-bars 
acrofs  the  floor.  A fmall  detached 
room  with  a privy  for  the  men  ; ad- 
joining is  a room  for  women.  No  wa- 
ter acceflible  to  prifoners.  Prifon  out 
of  repair;  has  not  been  whitevvafhed 
thefe  feven  years.  No  court ; one 
might  be  made  from  the  keeper’s  large 
garden.  No  apothecary.  No  chap- 
lain, nor  any  religious  attention.  The 
claufes  againfi  fpirituous  liquors  are 
hong  up,  but  not  the  for  the  pre- 
fervatton  of  health.  Allowance,  6d.  a 
day.  County  finds  firaw  ; and  if  the 
gaoler  furnillies  a bed,  prifoners  pay 
him  3d.  a night  each,  limployment, 
beating  hemp  ; and  prifoners  commit- 
ted^ to  hard  labour  have  the  whole  of 
their  earnings.  Prifoner,  Augufl  8, 
1802,  one  man. 

By  an  A6i  for  the  more  eafy  and 
fpeedv  recovery  of  fmall  debts  within 
the  Ijle  oj  Ely,  in  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, 1778,  debtors  are  Tent  here  by 
the  Court  of  Requefls,  and  they  have 
no  allowance  whatever. 

IViJhech  Bridewell.  John  Beales, 
keeper;  falary,  24l.  Fees,  none. 
C haplain.  Rev.  Mr.  Statchall.  Sur- 
geon, Mr.  Sltrimfliaw  ; falary,  lOl.  ; 
duty,  every  Sunday.  Prifoner,  Aug.  9, 
1802,  one  man.  Allowance,  6d.  a day. 
Straw,  two  blankets  and  a rug,  and  a 
chaldron  and  half  of  coals  in  winter, 
J his  is  aifo  a gaol.  (I  here  is  a defcent 
to  it  of  five  fleps.  The  entrance,  which 
is  called  the  Long-room,  is  about  9 
yards  by  5,  and  0 feet  high,  with  a 
brick  floor,  a fire-place,  and  two  dou- 
ble-bar iron  grated  windows.  Adjoin- 
ing to  this  is  a room  like  the  former, 
except  that  it  is  finaller,  being  only  5j 
yards  l)y  4|.  This  room  gives  a bor- 
rowed light  to  a dungeon  (and  is  all  it 
receives)  of  the  fame  fize.  There  are 
two  other  rooms,  about  4 yards  fquare, 
wfycli  open  into  the  Long-room.  Up- 
flairs  are  two  rooms  for  women  with 
boarded  floors,  and  a necefl’arv  adjoin- 
ing; all  tfie  others  have  only  an 
earthen  pan  for  that  pnrpofe.  No 
court.  No  water  acceffible  to  prifoners. 
No  employment;  all  the  rooms  except 
one  too  dark  to  work  in.  This  prifon 
raight  be  improved  from  the  keeper’s 
large  garden.  Neither  the  a6l  for  the 
prefervation  of  health  nor  claufes  againft 
fpirituous  liquors  hung  np. 


To 


To  Dr.  Lettsdm. 

,,  . , JV  llec%,  Aug. 

My  dear  X^riend, 

This  fliort  letter  is  by  wmv  <»♦  P‘'h- 
fcripl  to  tiiy  laft,  w hich,  1 ihiiik,  was 
dated  Bury' St.  Edmund’s. 

For  two  or  three  da\s  1 have  been 
treading claffic  ground,  viewing,  among 
other  dately  and  venerable  edhices,  that 
collet^e  where  ihe  immortal  Ncwlan 
prolecuied  his  flutlies  i and  coniem|da”^ 
ting  the  mod  exalted  of  human  beings 
— iind  the  moll  wretched. 

A laughable  circumdance  occurred 
this  morning,  which  you  mud  iuffcr 
‘me  to  relate  led  it  fhoidd  efcape  my 
memory  when  I return  to  town.  In 
my  journey  from  Ely  to  this  place  1 
overlook  an  old  man  ; be  was  riding  on 


a very  little  horfe;  his  legs  almofl 
touclaed  the  ground  ; he  carried  on  his 
flioulders  a load  which  almod  bent  him 
double,  and  a mod  grievous  load  it  ap- 
peared . the  |)Oor  horfe’s  letts  trembled 
under  him,  he  could  hardly  get  on. 
The  old  fellow,  no  doubt,  thought  he 
was  eadng  liis  horle  by  carrying  the 
load  himleif.  1 have  duce  reproached 
mvfelf  for  not  having  dopped  to  ex- 
plain, and  relieve  both ; but  I was 
ihrowu  into  luch  a di  of  laughter,  that, 
before  1 could  recover  mvfelf,  the 
chaife  had  carried  me  out  of  fight. 

I am  now  fetiing  out  to  Peter- 
borough ; and  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
fore you  hear  again  from  yonr  trouble- 
fome  correfpondent,  Jamks 


Kicholi  WSow,  Printcrt)  RU  Livi  Fagage,  Flett  $trteS» 
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THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 
For  NOVEMBER,  1804. 


LETTER  XII.  ON  PRISONS. 

tt  SamOj'Ook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban, 

H firfl  letter  on 
^ ^ Prifons  might  have 

^ T ^ remained  a folitary 
^ ^ monument  of  the 

J g complicatedwretch- 

<1^  ednefs  ofthofe  con- 

fined within  their  cellsj  had  not 
the  correfpondence  of  a Neild 
furniflied  information  too  impref- 
five  to  be  forgotten,  and  too  im- 
portant to  remain  unknown  j and 
given  rife  to  a fucceffion  of  effays, 
which  have  been  longer  continued 
.in  confeqnence  of  the  beneficial  ef- 
fe6ts  produced  on  the  public  mind  j 
for,  honourably  to  the  Britilh  cha- 
racter be  it  recorded,  that  a lau- 
dable difpofition  has  been  excited 
to  invefiigate  grievances,  and  an 
active  beneficence  to  remove  or  re- 
lieve them  5 and  hence  a gratifying 
profpeCt  in  the  future  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  Prifoners  is  hap- 
pily prefented. 

Imprefifed  with  the  importance 
of  thefe  effects,  I have,  perhaps, 
longer  intruded  upon  the  valuable 
pages  of  your  Mifcellany  than  is 
juft  to  you,  or  acceptable  to  fome 
of  your  readers  j and  hence,  al- 
though poffefling,  by  the  indefati- 
gable exertions  of  the  Philanthro- 
pift  with  whofe  correfpondence  I 
am  favoured,  more  ample  materials 
towards  the  completion  of  a Prifon 
Hiftory  of  thefe  kingdoms,  than  has 
been  publifhed  oFknown  fince  the 
days  of  the  benevolent  Howard,  I 
lhall  neverthelefs  be  induced  foon 
to  relieve  your  readers  from  the 
perufal  of  continual  fcenes  of  woe, 
which  might  be  unpalatable  to  ma- 
ny 3 for,  as  Fenelon  fays,  the 
profperous  turji  away  their  eyes 


from  the  miferable,  not  through 
infenfibility,  but  becaufe  the  light 
is  an  interruption  of  their  gaiety  3” 
but  which,  however,  genuine  hu- 
manity would  ruminate  upon  with 
active  fenfibility,  and  beneficence 
would  not  difdain  to  fuccour  with 
the  interpofition  of  appropriate  aid. 

The  following  letter,  written  in 
t8o2,  was  deftined  for  a much  ear- 
lier appearance  3 but,  in  confe- 
quenceofhavingbeenmifiaidamongft 
many  other  papers,  it  has  been  un- 
avoidably poftponed.  It  contains, 
however,  fo  much  important  mat- 
ter— points  out  the  fource  of  fuch 
numerous  evils — -and,  with  that  im- 
preflive  difcrimination  which  expe- 
rience affords,  lays  down  fuch 
means  of  preventing  them,  as  mull 
render  its  communication  highly  in- 
terefting  to  the  Publick  at  large, 
and  to  the  Magiftracy  individually : 
at  the  fame  time  the  fympathy  of 
every  reader  muft  be  excited,  on 
the  mere  recital  of  the  impolitic  go- 
vernment of  the  Prifon  and  Houfe 
of  CorreSiion  of  Kingjion,  in  the 
vicinity  of  a great  and  enlightened 
Metropolis  3 to  learn  that  an  unfor- 
tunate and  induftrious  father  of  ten 
children,  is  doomed  to  confinement 
and  wretchednefs,  without  any  al- 
lowance of  bread  3 and  to  whom 
even  water  is  inacceftible — his  pro- 
geny, with  the  companion  of  his 
induftry,  once  the  folace  of  his  la- 
bours, are  hence  fated  to  a work- 
houfe,  where  the  fpirit  of  exertion 
is  extinguilhed,  and  the  fqualid 
look  of  idlenefs  and  mifery  is  gene- 
rated. 

Whilft  Religion,  morals,  and  in- 
duftry, are  equally  negleded,  it  is 

* It  fhould  have  preceded  Letter  V.  for 
April  laft,  p,  ^91,  prior  to  the  viftt  to 
Scotland, 

lefs 


Dr.  Lettfom’s  T^zvelfth  Letter  on  Prifons,  [Nov* 


lefs  aftonifliing  to  read  of  a hall  of 
judice  formed  out  of  the  public 
butchery^  and  decency  and  pro- 
priety violated,  in  a place  where 
the  Eailitf  and  Corporation  ought  to 
have  entertained  the  fentiments  of 
the  great  Poet  : 

Far  be  ilie  tl'oughts  of  this  from  Henry’s 
heart, 

To  make  a JJ:<afnolci  of  the  5fy^®«j-lioufe 

In  performing  the  public  duties 
of  Religion,  aUhough  the  Molt 
High  d vvelleth  not  in  temples  made 
with  hands'’  (Adis,  vii,  48  5 xvii, 
24),  being  omniprefent  j yet,  in 
every  age,  ftrudlures  appropriated 
to  the  fublimity  of  the  objetd  have 
engaged  the  attention  and  animated 
the  piety  of  mankind  ; fo,  in  the 
exercife  of  Legal  duties,  equally 
interelbng  to  the  fecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  community,  an  high 
degree  of  decent  accommodation  is 
demanded  5 and  the  neglcdt  of 
them  infers  a want  of  common  de- 
corum, and  implies  apathy  and  in- 
fenlibility  refpedting  the  important 
adminiftration  of  the  laws,  and  the 
juft  rights  of  the  people. 

T['he  fubfequent  letter  is  too  full 
and  diferirainating  to  require  any 
elucidation.  It  conveys  its  own 
comment  and  dedudtion,  and  con- 
tains an  excellent  outline  of  Prifon 
didadtics  \ and,  whilft  it  calls  upon 
and  encourages  Magiftrates  to  ex- 
ercife their  fundtions  and  duties,  it 
interefts  the  heart,  and  appeals  to 
the  judgment  of  every  individual, 
as  well  as  of 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 


To  Dr,  Lettsom. 

Chelfea,  July  18,  1802, 

Dear  bir, 

I believe  my  lad  letter  informed  yon, 
that  1 had  been  honoured  with  the 
companv  of  Sir  Henry  hliidmay,  and 
Mr.  Stnrgefs,  M.  for  HaRings,  in 
3ny  vifits  to  die  feieral  pril’ons  in  and 
about  the  Metropolis;  Rnce  which  I 
have  been  at  King /Ion.  In  the  Town - 
gaol  1 found  one  Richard  Holt  confined 
for  a debt  of  61  6s.  ; ooRs,  3l.  3s.  qd. 
This  poor  man  told  me  he  had  brought 
up  a wife  and  ten  children  without  pa- 

# P<3//;4«ov/-houfe  in  tlie  original. 


rochial  adidance  ; but,  having  been  in 
confinement  eleven  weeks,  his  wife  and 
three  younged  children  were  in  the 
workhoufe.  Is  it  not  to  be  regretted 
that,  where  our  laws  ordain  a lofs  of 
liberty,  there  Ihould  be  no  refpe6l  to 
merit  in  the  conducl  of  a debtor?  This 
vidlim  to  misfortune  has  an  abundant 
claim  to  pity  and  attention  ; there  being 
no  allowance  whatever,  not  even  water 
accedible  to  the  prifoner.  There  is  a 
narrow  Hip,  of  14  feet  long  by  3 feet 
wide,  with  an  iron-grated  window  to- 
wards the  dreet.  In  this  place  the  pri* 
foner  dands  to  beg ; and,  but  for  the 
calual  imcrference  of  humane  indivi- 
duals, can  no  longer  exid  than  human- 
nature  can  do  without  food.  'I  he  late 
keeper  informed  me  he  had  frequently 
made  apjdication  to  the  bailiffs  of  the 
borough  for  a daily  allowance,  but  was 
always  told  there  was  none  for  them. 

The  gaoler,  William  Walter,  is  a 
Jheriff's  officer',  he  has  no  (alary,  but 
keei)s  a lap  in  lieu  : thus  is  a licenfed 
alehoul'e  become  a necelfarv  part  of  the 
prifon  edabliffiment,  by  being  made  a 
means  of  its  finance*  Fees,  3s.  4d. 
No  chaplain,  or  any  religious  atten- 
tions. Surgeon,  Mr.  Taylor;  falary, 
none;  makes  a bill.  This  prifon  be- 
longs to  the  Bailiff'  and  Corporation  ; 
and  debtors  are  committed  by  procefs 
iffuing  out  of  the  Court  of  Record. 
The  court  is  held  every  Saturday  ; but 
application  for  the  fov-pences,  or  a 5?/- 
perfedeas,  can  only  be  made  at  a court 
in  term-time  upon  fourteen  days  no- 
tice. The  prifoner,  on  application, 
obtains  a rule  for  the  plaintiff  to  appear 
at  the  next  court,  who  may  then  objeft 
to  the  i^ri Toner's  fchcdule,  and  will 
have  till  the  next  court  to  make  his  ob- 
jeclions  ; which  if  not  fatisfaflory, 
the  prifoner  will  be  ordered  his  fix- 
pences,  or  fuperfeded.  For  poor  debt- 
ors there  is  one  room  18  feet  by  14, 
ami  6 feet  6 inches  high,  on  the 
ground-floor,  and  adjoining  to  the  flip 
abovementioned.  As  the  Corporation 
allows  neither  bed  nor  bedding,  the 
keeper  bad  humanely  furnifhed  the  poor 
inoffenfive  man  with  a bedhead,  mat- 
trefs,  blanket,  and  rug;  in  return  for 
which,  the  prifoner  did  any  little  jobs 
whirh  the  nature  of  his  confinement 
would  allow. 

Above- (lairs  are  four  rooms,  one  of 
which  is  well  furnifhed,  for  thofe  who 
can  jjay  7s-  6d.  per  week.  Another 
room,  furniflied  in  an  inferior  manner, 
at  2s.  Od.  a week.  The  two  other 
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1804.1  Mr.  Neikr  ’s  Re?narks 

rooms  have  no  bedfieacls  or  beds  in 
them,  but  are  appropriated  to  felons  at 
the  aliize  ; and  the  keeper  informed  me 
that  24  felons  have  been  crowded  (like 
(heep  in  a pen)  for  two  or  tlnee  days 
into  a room  I9  feet  by  Q.  They  are 
fafiened  down  to  ftaples  fixed  in  the 
floor  by  a ponderous  iron  chain  run 
through  the  main  link  of  their  fetters. 
One  blanket  is  allowed  to  each  prifoner. 
iNo  court-yard  ; no  water  acceflible  to 
the  prifoners.  Rooms  dirtv,  and  not 
whitewafhed.  Claufes  againft  fpirituous 
liquors  are  hung  up;  but  not  the  aft 
for  prefervation  of  health.  In  thel'own- 
hall  is  a very  curious  and  antient  table 
of  fees,  &c.  dated  li)ecember  10,  l6'03, 
and  confirmed  bv  Charles  Lord  Ilonmrd, 
Sir  Edward  Cohe,  See.  They  are  now 
fcarcely 'legible  ; and  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty 1 copied  them  for  my  next  publi- 
cation. 1 cannot  help  digreffing  here 
a little,  to  remark  on  the  inconvenience 
of  the  upper  court,  which  is  confined 
and  ill  ventilated  ; but  the  loioer  court 
'^^on  the  Crown-fide  is  really  ridiculous, 
and  to  a flranger  muft  appear  more  like 
d booth  in  Bartholomew- fair  than  a 
court  of  juftice.  The  butchers  fham- 
bles  are  under  the  upper  court ; and 
thefe  are  inclofed  for  the  occafion  by 
patched-up  boards,  temporary  win- 
dows, doors,  &c.  No  wonder  then  it 
has  been  noticed  by  the  Judges.  The 
Lent  affizes  are  held  here. 

Kingfion  upon  Thames  Houfe  of  Cor- 
refti^n,  pirrchafcd  by  the  county 
as  appears  by  an  infeription  in  the  front 
on  the  building.  Keeper,  William 
Matthews  : falary,  45l. ; fees,  4s.  2d.  by 
order  of  the  magiflrates.  Chaplain, 
none.  Garnifh  aboliflied.  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Hemming ; falary,  lOl.  10s.  and 
61.  6s.  for  travelling  charges,  to  report 
at  the  quarter-feflians  the  ftate  of  the 
prifoners.  County  allowance,  one 
pound  of  bread  per  day  each,  which  is 
fent  in  from  the  baker’s  in  loaves  of 
that  weight.  This  allowance  is  too 
fcanty  where  no  nutritious  liquor  is  al- 
lowed, only  water. 

There  is  a houfe  for  the  keeper,  and 
feparate  wards  for  men  and  women, 
with  feparate  courts,  work-flieds,  and 
pumps.  Kach  wrlrd  r.as  two  lower 
rooms  three  fteps  above  the  ground, 
and  two  rooms  above.  The  men’s 
rooms  are  16  feet  by  14,  and  9 feet 
high  ; the  women’s  about  13  feet 
fquare  ; every  room  planked  round  ; 
a chimnev  in  each,  and  two  windows 
with  flmuers  uud  iron  bars  3 no  glafs 
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except  it!  two,  which  are  appropriated 
to  the  lick.  The  men’s  court  is  59  feet 
by  50  ; the  women’s  46  by  36.  TheVe 
is  alfo  a room  quite  feparate  for  faulty 
apprentices,  about  8 feet  ny  11,  and‘8 
feet  high  ; it  has  a fire-place.  Theta 
is  a bathing-tub  in  each  court.  The 
countv  allows  nothing  but  ftraw  to  lie 
upon.  Prifoners,  June  I9,  1802,  18 
men,  4 women. 

In  the  Pofifeript  of  my  laft  publica- 
tion, 1 have  mentioned  the  Bridewells 
and  Honfes  of  Correftion  as  the  nurfe- 
ries  for  our  gaols  ; and  every  vifit  that 
I make  confirms  the  truth  of  my  re- 
marks 3 yet  even  in  thefe  places,  aban- 
doned as  the  inhabitants  are,  a tho- 
rough reformation  may  be  effefted  By 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  an  aftiVe 
Magiftracy. 

The  reform  mull  be  begun  iherCf 
and  the  county-gaol  will  foon  feel  the 
effeeJ.  Of  the  above  22  prifoners,  11 
were  committed  to  hard  labour,  and  for 
which  there  is  in  each  court  a conve- 
nient work-fhed  ; yet  not  One  of  them 
was  employed,  or  any  attention  paid  to 
the  means  of  induftry.  Thus,  as  Sir 
George  Paul  very  jullly  obferves,  “ the 
operation  of  the  law  feems  rather  to  re- 
fent  the  injury,  than  correSi  the  offender. 
There  is  little  hope  of  amendment 
where  there  is  no  poflibility  of  induftry. 
The  pennylefs  offender,  committed  till 
he  pays  a fine,  is  denied  the  exercife  of 
his  art  and  induftry  to  enable  him  to 
regain  his  liberty.  Of  this  clafs  are 
thofe  for  the  fmalleft  offences  againft: 
the  Crown,  Excife,  Ecclefiaftical,  or 
Game  laws.”  I have  met  with  it  even 
for  angling  in  a river.  By  the  14th 
jftiz.  cap.  5,  and  12  Geo.  II.  Pri- 
foners  flaall  be  provided  by  the  county- 
rate,”  &c.  By  the  19th  Charles  11. 
and  12  Geo.  II.  cap.  29,  Juftices  in 
their  feffions  ihay  provide  a flock  of 
materials  for  felling  the  poor  to  work.’* 
The  vagrant  aft,  17th  Geo  II.  re- 
quires, that  two  juftices  vifit  the  houfes 
of  correftion  twice,  or  oftener  if  need 
be,  in  every  year;  and  to  examine  into 
theeftate  and  management  thereof,  and 
to  report,”  &c.  ; and  that  the  juftices 
at  quarter-fefflous  impole  fines  and  pe- 
nalties on  the  governors  or  mafiers  who 
do  not  keep  theirj)rifunerstohard  labour, 
and  pnniffi  and  correft  them  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  warrants,  &c. 
It  is  evident  then  where  the  inattention 
lies.  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the 
heft,  if  not  the  onlv  expedient  to  effeft 
a thorough  reform,  is,  First,  by  the 

appointment 
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appointment  of  a chaplain,  to  whom 
fhould  be  given  (as  is  the  cafe  at  Here- 
ford) fuch  a (hare  of  temporal  autho- 
rity as  to  make  his  fpiritual  advice  re- 
fpeeled ; one  who  will  difcharge  his 
duty  with  the  zeal  of  an  Apoftle. 
Such  minillers  I found  in  Mr.  Under- 
wood and  Mr.  Morgan,  the  exemplary 
and  excellent  chaplains  to  the  gaols  of 
Hereford  and  Chelmsford  ; and  fuch, 

I believe,  are  Mr.  Jamefon  and  Mr. 
Hodkinlon,  the  worthy  chaplains  to 
the  gaols  of  Horfham  and  Reading,  and 
many  others  who  >611  this  ufeful  office. 
Second.  Precife  rules  for  the  conduct 
of  the  gaoler,  as  well  as  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  prifoners,  and  both  to  - 
be  lluck  up  in  various  parts  of  the  pri- 
son. Third.  A vifiting  committee  of 
thofe  magiftrales  who  are  willing  to 
furrender  a portion  of  their  time  and 
talents  in  fuperintending  its  concerns, 
who  fliould  meet  twice  a week  in  the 
fummer  months,  and  once  a week  in 
the  winter  months.  This  is  done  at 
the  excellently-well-regulated  county- 
gaol  in  Horfemon^er-lane.  Every  pri- 
loner,  without  dillinclion  (except  thofe 
under  fentence  of  death),  fhould  be 
employed  in  fome  ufeful  labour  j and 
none,  upon  any  account  whatever  (fave 
that  of  ficknefs),  fuffered  to  remain 
idle:  thus  will  the  mind  be  improved 
by  giving  moderate  employment  to  the 
body.  By  a (bare  in  his  earnings,  the 
prilbner  would  be  urged  by  motives  of 
mtereflj  and  by  fmall  rewards,  be- 
ilowed  difcretionally  on'  extraordinary 
induftry,  idlenefs  would  eventually  be- 
come as  irkfome  as  heretofore  palatable 
to  him ; and  thus  would  the  prifoner 
be  rdlored  to  fociety  as  a ufeful  mem- 
ber. And,  LASTLY,  that  a journal  of 
the  daily  occurrences  of  the  prifoner  be 
entered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpofe, 
for  the  infpedion  of  the  vifiting  com- 
mittee, or  of  any  magiftrate  of  the 
county. 

I have  witneffied  the  benehcial  effeds 
of  this  laft  article  in  fo  great  a degree. 


that  I will  venture  to  affirm  no  gao! 
can  he  well  governed  without  it.  Be- 
fore I difmifs  this  Houfe  of  Corredion 
at  Kingfton,  let  me  wbferve,  that  the 
door  which  opened  from  the  men’s 
court  into  that  of  the  women’s  is  now 
fallened  up  ; but  the  women’s  rooms 
overlook  the  men’s  court."  The  keeper 
promifed  this  ffiould  be  altered.  No 
bring  allowed  in  the  winter. 

1 lound  the  prifon  very  clean  ; and 
infide  the  gate  was  painted,  “ No  ad- 
mittance in  church-time.  No  garnifh 
to  be  taken.  1(  any  prifoner  flrike  ano- 
ther, complain  tb  the  keeper.  If  any 
prifoner  fhall  bfe  guilty  of  profane  cur- 
bing or  fwearing,  or  any  indecent  be- 
haviour, complain  to  the  keeper.  Who- 
ever defaces  this  board  will  be  profe- 
cuted.  By  order  of  the  magiftrales.” 
The  average  number  of  prifoners  in  the 
laft  feven  years,  fixteen  ; deaths,  three. 

I have  procured  plans  of  the  bell 
gaols  in  the  kingdom.  Now,  as  I pro-* 
pofe  to  make  Berwick  in  my  circuit,  it 
will  be  but  bO  miles  farther  to  take  a 
peep  into  the  Tol booth  at  Edinburgh, 
and  carry  the  plans  along  with  me; 
and  as  you,  my  good  friend,  have  a 
correrpondence  with  every  eminent 
profeffional  man  in  Europe,  a letter 
from  you  would  not  only  facilitate  my 
admiffion,  but,  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  a 
greater  attention  than  I could  other- 
wife  expecl.  I purpofe  felting  out  the 
5th  of  iVuguft  (being  the  day  after  our 
Committee  in  Craven-ftreet),  and  hope 
to  return  in  November  or  December; 
but,  as  I have  much  to  fay  to  you, 
hope  you  will  allow  me  the  happmefs 
of  an  hour  or  two’s  converfation  with 
you  previous  to  my  departure. 

It  is  now  neai<  two  in  the  morning, 
and  I am  as  tired  of  writing  as,  I fear, 
you  will  be  in  reading  this  long  letter; 
fo  ffiall  conclude  with  beft  refpe6ls  to 
all  your  good  family,  and  afliirances 
that  I fliall  ever  confider  myfelf,  dear 
Sir,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful 
humble  fervant,  James  Neild, 
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LETTER  XIII. 
Mr.  Urban, 


ON  PRISONS. 
Sam  hook  Court, 
. Nov.  27. 


Behold,  inftead 

Of  us  outcaft,  exil’d,  his  new  delight, 
Mank'nd,  created.”  Milton’s  Par.  Loft. 


N the  Phyfical 
- World,  however  ir- 


§ 


O 

o 


t J 

o 


regular 

O 


th! 


opera- 
to 


8 tions  may  appear  t 
^ ^ ^ fuperficial  obfci- 

ver,  they  uniformly 
correfpond  in  canfe  and  efTe^l;.  In 
the  Moral  World  likewile,  indivi- 


dual circumltances  may  occur, 
evhich  Philofophy may  not  explain; 
and  apparent  iuconfiltencies  may  be 
prefented,  which  Rea  ton  cannot 
immediately  reconcile  ; but  in  con- 
templating the  aggregate—the  in-, 
tciledtual  powers,  the  various  pal- 
lions,  and  ditlerent  allotments  of 
man,  a luminous  order  is  exhibited, 
and  a confiftent  harmony  is  dilco- 
vered.  ^ 

Rome,  indeed,  under  every  pre- 
caution, become  liable  to  mental 
and  corporeal  afilitlions,  whilft 
others  enjoy  the  tlow  of  fpirits,  and 
the  perfedtion  ot  bodily  health  ; lorae 
are  rich  and  liberal,  many  more  are 
poor  and  diftreli'ed  ; and  multitudes 
appear  as  the  mere  outcafts  of  the 
.community;  but  thele  immenle 
difdndtions  amalgamate  to  mutual 
gratification  and  happinefs.  Under 
the  vifitation  of  lickuels,  the  lolaces 
of  fympathy,  and  the  lenfioilities 
of  alfedion,  are  generated.  do 
alleviate  poverty,  the  j)rotcct;on  ana 
liberality  of  the  rich  are  exteaidcd ; 
hence  is  excited  gratitude  on  one 
■fide:  and  feiitiments  ot  humanity 
enrich  the  other,  d'hus,  from  ap- 
parent incongruity  rclnh  thole  feel- 
ings which  elevate  human  naltue^, 
..nd  dmnilv  character. 


It  is  almofl  proverbial,  that  it 
is  better  to  give  than  to  receive 
but  this  does  not  infer  that  one  is 
more  pleafurable  than  the  other ; 
for,  what  conveys  to  the  mind  more 
pleafmg  feiifations  than  heartfelt 
gratitude  towards  the  friend  of  ge'* 
miine  and  unafl'uming  beneficence  ? 

The  pleafure  of  the  donor  mull 
arife  more  from  a lenfc  of  gratitude 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good,”  who 
enabled  him  to  exercife  beneficence, 
than  from  the  mere  reflection  of  re- 
lieving a fellow-creature.  In  both 
inflances,  gratitude  is  the  foothing 
and  fenfltive  paflion  of  the  mind. 

It  is  not,  I triili,  prefumptuous 
in  this -place  to  fuggell,  that  the 
Author  of  the  Chrillian  Religion 
teemed  defirous  of  imprelfmg  fen- 
timents  of  this  nature  upon  every 
Ijeart,  from  the  frequent  examples 
he  aflorded  of  kindnefs  to  Out- 
c.\^:ts  ot  every  degree.  The  beau- 
tiful and  animated  allufions  to  their 
forlorn  flate  upon  numerous  occa- 
fions,  and  the  folicitude  he  ex- 
prefled  to  have  them  reftored  to  the 
rank  and  charader  from  whence 
they  had  fallen,  muft  imprefs  every 
Pliilanthropift  and  Chriftian  with 
the  importance  of  a Society  efta- 
bliflied  for  their  reftoration. 

When  .lefus  had  his  flrtl  inter-  v... 
view  with  Matthew,  he  conde- 
feended  to  accompany  hi  pi  to  his 
houfe,  and  take  a leat  at  his  table, 
when  feveral  publicans  and  per- 
fons  of  immoral  charatler  happened 
to  come  in,  who  fat  down  and  eat 
with  him  and  his  diiciples  : which 
the  Pharifees  obferving,  “Why, laid 
they  to  his  diiciples,  is  )'our  mafter 
fo  familiar  with  publicans  and  per- 
fons  of  immoral  character  ?”  To 
which  Jefus  aptly  replied,  “ Thole 
Vs  ho  are  in  licalth  do  not  retpiire  a 
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pbyficlan,  but  thofe  who  are  lick  j 
tor  I am  not  come  to  call  Saints, 
but  linners*.” 

This  gracious  fentimcnt  is  Illuf- 
trated  by  him  in  numerous  in- 
flances,  but.  perhaps  none  more 
forcibly  than  where  he  obferves, 
that,  if  a man  have  an  hundred 
Ibeep,  and  one  of  them  lliould  go 
attray,  do  jmu  not  think  he  would 
leave  the  ninety  and  nine  in  the 
mountains,  and  go  to  learch  for  that 
which  was  gone  aftray  ? And  if  he 
happen  to  tind  it,  he  would  eer- 
tainly  be  more  gratihed  by  the  re- 
iloration  of  that  one,  than  by  the 
fecurity  of  the  ninety  and  nine 
which  went  not  ailray.  In  like 
manner,  your  heavenly  Father 
would  not  that  any  perfon  fo  litu- 
ated  Ihould  be  loft.”  He  farther 
declares,  that  “there  fliall  likewife 
be  greater  joy  in  heaven  for  one  lin- 
ncr  that  repenteth,  than  for  ninety- 
nine  jud  perfons  that  need  no  Re- 
pentance,” 

An  eitablilh.ment  for  the  employ- 
ment and  redoration  of  Outcasts 
adbrds  a profpefl;  highly  gratifying 
and  Important  in  political  and  oeco- 
nomical  points  of  view  and  its 
pradticability  is  dcmonftrable  from 
the  examples  introduced  in  tite  fol- 
lowing letter j and  indeed,  from 
the  genera)  and  uniform  refult  of 
private  and  individual  indudry,  it 
mud  be  obvious,  that  if  laliou-r 
maintain  a family,  not  only  to 
provide  for  all  the  immediate  necef- 
laries  of  lile,  but  likewile  lopavfor 
ri'ut  ; when,  theref(;re,  a hoiiie  or 
afyliim  is  gratuitoully  provided  for 
llie  emj)lo)'n!cnt  of  Ontcafts,  the 
produdt  of  labour  ouglit  to  exceed 
the  c>>penres  of  tlie  edablidiment  ; 
and,  even  after  !ike^^'i^e  difeharging 
the  intered  of  the  principal  which 
the  building  imglit  have  reiptired, 
a faving  on  the  average  of  produc- 
tive labour  ought  to  refult  propor- 
tionably  to  that  of  the  private  indi- 
vidual : and  this  furplus  might  con- 

it  ttus,  aiui  tl.e  labrtq'jtnt,  ejaoration 
me  HOC  (lie  exaft  uoo!s  of  ll;c  pitTenC 
itann.i'nm,  iliey  aie  attalngous  to  L!;e  orig’- 
i,al;  in  Mnlil'.ew  ix,  9 — 13. 


ftitute  a fund  to  be  appropriated  in 
rewarding  Indudry,  or  promoting 
Virtue. 

Without  fuch  an  edablidiment, 
or  of  adequate  means  of  employing 
the  indolent  and  Outcad,  principles 
the  mod  baneful  to  fociety  will  be 
formed  5 the  injuries  to  the  com- 
munity from  fuch  individuals,  who 
iiicreafe  confumption  without  add- 
ing to  produdt,  are  augmented  by 
the  influence  of  vicious  example 
upon  others  ; and  thus  the  aggre- 
gate lofs  to  tlie  community  mud  be 
manifold.  But  were  the  plan  al- 
luded to,  of  fyftematically  employ- 
ing fuch  Outcasts,  and  initiating 
them  into  habits  of  indudry,  fully 
edablidied,  a pleafing  counterpart  , 
would  necelfarily  refult ; which  is 
fo  fully  demonftrated  by  my  friend 
Neild,  that  with  pleafure  the  fen- 
timents  of  a man  whofe  ftudy  is 
the  promotion  of  public  and  private  1 
good  are  here  introduced  by 

John  Co  a k ley  Letts  om. 

To  Dr.  Lettsom.  I 

ITy  dear  Sir,  C//p//e«,T?/g.27  J 804.  i 

In  one  of  my  former  letters  I men- 
tioned liaving  received  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Whitaker  a propofal  for  ellahlifli- 
ing  an  Asyllm  for  Outcasts.  I will  I 
now  make  a f-w'  remarks  uj)on  \^  hat  I j 
cf)ncei\^e  to  be  of  national  utility,  and, 
accompanied  hv  ^vell-regulated  labour 
and  reHiriotis  inliruflion,  might  he  the 
means  ol  reforming  the  individuals,  and 
inuring  them  to  habits  of  indudry. 

The  common  misfonune  of  public 
punidrment  is,  that  few  j)erl'ous  will 
receive  either  nian  or  woman  out  of  a 
gaol  into  any  (ervice  or  emplovment 
whatever;  hni  for  which,  I prefume, 
thisal\  Inin  is  meant  to  provide. 

Relormation  of  prifoners  in  gaol  ap- 
)icars  |)racdicahle,  hv  the  Dorchefier  an- 
mtal  Reports  ; which  liale,  that,  upon 
an  enqnirv  made  into  the  cliaraclers  of 
all  the  Dorfetfltire  prifoners  on  charges 
of  felony,  during  a period  of  I-l-  years, 
it  appears  that,  out  of  SQd  of  botli 
(exes,  there  have  been  242  reclaimed, 
maintaining  themfelves  by  honed  in- 
dndr^'.  As  much,  I have  no  doubt, 
might  be  laid  of  the  excellentb,  -vA  ell- 
regulated  gaol  oi'  Gloucefter,  wore  its 
empnries  and  Report#  publiflved  annu- 
iili\ . Bytii  ihele  [trifous  are  provided 

with  . 
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iivvith  proper  places  of  feclufion,  to  dlf- 
rpole  the  mind  to  penitence,  and  pro- 
xluce alafling  alteration  in  the  principles 
mf  the  prifoner.  Ur.  Paley  very  jnflly 
iiobfcrves,  “as  averlion  to  labour  is  the 
Kcaufe  from  which  half  of  the  vices  of 
; low  life  deduce  their  origin  and  conti- 
nuance, punjfliments  ought  to  be  con- 
trived with  a view  to  the  conqneritig  of 
this  difpolition.”  Few  prifons  are  bet- 
ter conflru6led  for  this  purpofe  than 
thofe  above  mentioned ; none|under 
better  regulations,  or  more  frequently 
vifited  by  their  refpeclive  magiftrates. 

I will  fubjoin  to  this  letter  eKtra61;s, 
which  I have  made  in  my  feveral  tours 
of  vifitation,  from  the  Prifon-books, 
that  the  promoters  of  this  intended  ex- 
cellent Institution  may  not  be  clil- 
couraged  in  finding  it  for  fome  years 
unprodu6ii ve,  by  luppofing  that' the 
profit  of  the  work  may  be  equal  to  the 
expence  of  the  afylum. 

However  this  may  appear  in  fpecula- 
tion,  in  praflice  it' is  generally  found 
otherwife.  The  difierence  is  great  be- 
tween involuntary  labour  and  that 
which  is  performed  from  choice. 
Though  in  its  infant  ftate  it  cannot 
fupport  itfelf,  yet,  under  proper  regula- 
tions; it  will  contribute  in  a great  mea- 
fiire  towards  its  own  maintenance.  At 
IMorpeth,  Hexham,  and  Tynemouth, 
the  prifoner  committed  to  hard  labour 
is  (if  in  health)  “ debarred  from  any 
other  provifion  or  fupply  ; that  his  lub- 
lifience,  however  coarfe  or  penurious, 
mav  be  proportioned  to  his  diligence 
and  that  he  may  tafie  the  advantage  of 
indufirv  together  with  the  toil.”  Dr. 
Paley  farther  obferves,  he  w'ould  mea- 
fure'lhe  confinement  not  by  the  dura- 
tion ot  time  but  by  quantity  of  woik, 
in  order  both  to  excite  induftry  and 
render  it  more  voluntary.  • 

In  many  prifons  the  County  allow- 
ance is  withheld  from  thole  who  refufe 
to  work;  whilll  in  many,  very  many, 
prifoners  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs,  and 
no  employment  whatever  proviaed  for 
thofe  who  are  \\  ilhng  to  work. 

This  Society  for  employing  Ont- 
calts,  liowever  humble  in  its  omiet, 
cannot  fail  to  waken  the  attention  of 
the  benevolent,  and  engage  thern  to- 
1 ailifi  in  fo  ufeful  an  undcrt.iking.  W bat 
can  be  of  greater  confecpience  to  a Na- 
tion, more  advan'ageous  to  Societa, 
more  Imitiane  and  benevolent  in  its 
nature,  than  to  prevent  the  wreichul 
Irom  being  Hill  more  fo,  U)  reidaim  tbe 
profligate  Vnd  abandoned,  and  to  re- 
itore  diem  as  uCfui  members  to  the 


community  ; to  make  the  criminal  pu- 
nilbraent  contribute  to  the  general 
good  of  the  publick  ? 

The  learned  writer  on  the  principles 
of  penal  law  all'erts  (and  I perfedlly 
concur  in  opfinion,)  that  “ every  eliedi 
of  banlfhment,  as  pracllfed  in  Fluglaiid, 
is  often  beneficial  to  the  criminal,  and 
alwavs  Injurious  to  the  community.” 
FIc  eftimates,  that  the  number  of  per- 
fons  for  whom  fome  mode  of  reftraint 
and  punifliment,  iii  lieu  of  traufjiorta- 
tion,  mufl  be  provided,  may  be  elii- 
maled  at  1000  annually. 

The  average  number  of  prifoners  iu 
the  Houfe  of  Corredhon  at  Prellon,  in 
latncafliire,  from  Odlober7»  1801,  to 
Odlober  7,  1802,  together  with  the 
amount  of  their  earnings,  diPourfe- 
menis,  and  fiims  paid  to  the  treafurer 
for  that  time,  as  prelented  to  the  Bench 
of  Magifirates  aflembled  at  the  quarter- 
feffions  held  at  Preflon  Court-houfe: — 
Average  number  of  prifoners,  15.5;  to- 
tal earnings,  13011.  14s.;  difourfe- 
ments,  335l.  13s.  8d.§;  fiiin  paid  to 
the  treafurer,  966I.  Os.  3d.^ 

Bodmin  Bridewell,  from  £.  s.  d. 
Ocl.  1802  to  Oa.  1803  117  8 0 

Chelmsford,  from  Jan. 

1800  to  Jan.  1803  (clear 

))rofit  to  the  countv)  223  8 9 

Chefler,  from  April  1803 
to  April  1804  (manufac- 
torv  juft  eftabliflaed)  43  5 7 

N^hircefier  Gaol,  179^ 

1S04  — 592  0 9| 

Worcefler  Houfe  of  Cor- 
reSiion,  179b  to  1804  525  16  S| 

Manchefler,180liol802  812  0 0 

(The  average  earnings  in 
this  prlfon  is  Qd.  per  day, 
the  expence  ol  mainte- 
nance, (kkU- 

Lancafter,  from  June 

1801  to  June  1802  G75  7 

One-third  of  this  funi 

was  paid  to  the  prifoners 
for  their  lliare  of  earnings  ; 
and,  after  dedudling  every 
expeitce  attending  the  ma- 
nufadlorv,  the  county  trea- 
furer  received  — 287  1 9 

SialTord  Gaol  and  Houfe  of  Correc- 
tion from  Michaelmas  1801  to  Ali- 
ciiaelmas  1802: 

County  allowance  of  food  298  10  9 

Deduei  the  allowance 
from  Government  to  con- 
vidls  under  fenlence  of 
Iran  fp  or  tali  on  — 55  15  0 

237  15  9 
N B.  This 
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N.B.  This  expence  muft 
have  been  incurred  if  the 
prifoners  had  not  been  em- 
ployed. 

£xtra  expence  of  food  82  1 

Total  expence  of  main-  

tenance  — 31.0  I7 

Total  earnings  - I98  3 5 

Expence  of  maintenance 

exceeds  the  earnings  121  13  9 

Particulars  of  Earnings : 

By  picking  cotton  118  8 4 

By  Ihoe-makiitg  — 6’  13  8 


By  cutting  a drain  in  the 

Eoregate  field  — 8 13 

Sundry  earnings  at  the  Gaol  69  8 


Ot 

5 


r> 


198  3 3 

Ij>  the  Magazine  for  April,  p.  294, 
will  be  feen  my  remarks  on  the  Bride- 
wells of  Edinburgh  and  Glalgow  ; 
which,  with  the  above  extracts,  1 trufi, 
will  efiablhh  the  beneficial  eft’ecls  of 
employment  in  prilons,  I am,  dear 
Sir,  with  regard  and  elteem,  your 
much  obliged  friend,  J.  Neild*. 


* A letter  from  B )dmin,  dated  Auguft  24,  1804,  tnforms  me,  that  the  poor  lunatick, 
whole  fevere  treatment  in  the  work-houfe  I have  mentioned  in  p.  609,  is  fo  far  reco- 
vered as  tube  at  large.  Thus  has  the  kind  care  of  the  humane  and  excellent  phyficiani 
Dr.  Hall,  been  foccefsful  inreflorir.g  this  man  to  his  fenfes  and  ufefuluefs  in  life. 


NtrstoL?  Son,  Viintus^  'Re4  Lion  VaJJage^  F/ee:  Street, 
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THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE* 

I 

For  JANUARY,  1805. 


LETTER  XIV. 
Mr.  UrbaNj 


ON  PRISONS. 
Sambrook  Court, 
Dec.  28. 


FI  at  idleneis  is 
^ ^ the  parent  of  vice 

is  not  lefs  certain 
than  that  induftiy 
. ^ begets  morality  3 

and,  confequent'ly, 
that  one  of  the  motl  powerful  means 
of  prev^enting  the  former  is  by  pro- 
moting the  latter  5 and  it  is  more 
particularly  requiiite;,  where  vicious 
habits  have  been  long  contra  bled, 
to  exercife  conftant  energy,  in  order 
to  fubllitute  induftry  for  idlenefs, 
and  to  turn  the  vicious  to  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue.  But  the  management 
of  the  Prifons  and  Bridewells,  as 
defcribed  in  the  fubfequent  letter, 
appears  to  be  diametrically  oppofite 
to  true  policy  and  eftablilhed  expe- 
rience. The  punifhment  of  con- 
finement feems  to  be  infiidled  for 
the  fake  of  confinement,  and  not  of 
reformation.  Can  any  incarcerated 
being  emerge  from  chambers  too 
dark  to  admit  of  feeing  how  to 
work,  were  even  the  inducements 
to  labour  promoted,  and  re-enter 
the  world  with  the  lead:  propenfity 
to  indufiry  ? Independently  of  the 
danofer  of  fufFocation  from  the 
flench  condenfed  in  a moift  room 
of  a few  yards  in  dimenfion,  with 
air-holes  as  big  as  piftol-balls,  the 
light  requifite  for  the  purpofes  of 
labour  is  excluded.  But  if  they  are 
contradted  where  they  Ibould  be  en- 
larged, they  are  ample  enough 
where  they  fliould  be  clofed  to  ad- 
mit the  prifoner’s  head  through, 
and  fuch  quantities  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  as  to  endanger  the  fafety 
of  the  gaoler  from  their  inebriating 
effedts  on  the  uninformed  prifoner. 
To  complete  the  triumph  of  im^ 


§ T § 


morality,  we  read,  no  religious 
attention  3 mo  chaplain  (except  in 
Peterborough  gaol)  j no  employ- 
ment, and  the  rooms  too  dark  to 
admit  of  any  ; the  ad  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  health,  and  the  claufes 
againfi:  fpirituous  liquors  (Spalding 
bridewell exceptedl,  not  hung  up!" 

Theie  painful  repetitions  may  fa- 
tigue and  difguftj  but  the  difguft 
that  ought  to  be  excited,  in  the 
breaft  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the 
comforts  of  life,  Ihould  be  againfi: 
the  inflidlon  of  ufelefs  confine-* 
ment,  and  the  negled  of  moral  in- 
firudion.  Can  any  Chriftian,  can 
any  man,  view  the  degraded  ftate  of 
a fellow -creature,  as  faithfully  re- 
corded in  thefe  pages,  without  a 
thrill  of  commiferation  bordering 
on  remorfe,  when  he  refleds  that 
thefe  fadfs  are  eftablifiied,  and  he 
has  not  exerted  a finger  to  remove 
them  } Is  apathy  to  human  woe  no 
degradation  of  his  own  charadcr  ^ 
What  prefent  means  of  relief  are 
afforded  for  the  confolation  of  the 
imprifoned  objed,  or  future  pro- 
fpeds  of  reward  for  the  promotion 
of  moral  and  religious  reformation 
are  ever  prefented  ? 

He  Ic^ks  around 

For  fometo  fuccour,to  fupport;  fome  friend 
Whofe  fympathizing  eye  might  beam  upon 
him, 

And  with  a moment’s  gltfnce  of  pity  cheer 
His  defolated  fpirit.  All  around 
Is  vacant  horror,  folitary,  dark. 

Cumberland’s  Calvary,  b.  lY.  1.  58. 

True  religion  owns  an  ad^ive  prin- 
ciple 5 and  the  exertion  which  mi- 
fery  claims  for  its  removal  is  an  in- 
dividual duty,  not  to  be  transferred 
in  order  to  infure  our  own  eafe,  and 
beget  oblivion  to  another's  woe,  af- 
ter the  manner  of  the  temporizing 
Felix  to  Paul  when  his  prifoner: 
y Go  thy  way  for  this  time;  when 

I have 
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1 have  a convenient  feafun  I will  call 
for  thee.” 

Should  the  calm  and  perfuafive 
expoftulations»  of  that  patriot  and 
friend  of  the  friendlels,  who  fo  in- 
cctfantly  endangers  his  own  life  to 
alleviate?  that  of  the  prifoner,  roufe 
attention,  and  excite  energy  in  the 
Magiftrates  and  others  not  to  pro- 
tradl  the  convenient  fe a fon , the  time 
employed  in  thefe  letters  v/ill  not 
be  regretted  by 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 


To  Dr.  I ^ETTSOM. 


My  dear  Friend, 


Lincoln,  Aug. 
12,  1802. 


YOU  have  fo  flrongly  imprefl'ed  my 
mind,  that  pure  air  is  one  of  the  greaiell 
fources  of  health,  and,  in  an  impure 
(late,  the  mod  pernicious  to  every  hu- 
man being,  that  it  has  become  the  firft 
objeef  of  my  attention.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  (as  will  appear  by  the  fnb- 
fequent  account)  that,  where  circum- 
fiances  have  prevented  many  old  gaols 
from  being  re-built,  no  regard  has 
laeen  paid  to  improve  their  ventilation  ; 
nav,  that  prifuners  are  fnlfered  to  dop 
with  rags  or  draw  the  very  fcanty  ad- 
milfion  of  air  whicli  the  old  fydem  of 
imprifonment  allowed.  Hence  it  is 
that  their  cells  are  more  oHenfive  in 
winter  than  in  fummer;  and  that,  on 
opening  the  doors  of  their  different 
wards,  the  putrid  deam  is  almod  (hf- 
ficient  to  drike  a perfon  down. 

Peterborough  Gaol,  for  the  li- 
berty called  the  Soke,  which  contains 
S2  towns,  is  the  property  of  Lord  ii.r- 
eler.  It  is  now  alfo  the  prifon  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  cathedral- 
church  of  the  borough  of  St.  Peter, 
otherwife  Peterborough. 

The  gaoler,  William  Millwood,  is  a 
flieriff’s  otBcer^  his  falary,  30 1.  ; fees, 
6s.  8d.  ; the  table  neither  figned 
nor  dated.  A fmall  court,  21  yards 
by  7,  with  a |)ntnp  and  a necedary 
in  it.  Three  dungeons,  about  four 
yards  dptare  each  ; two  of  them  are 
four  deps  below  tlie  ground  ; and  the 
third  two  deps,  with  done  floors  and 
no  fire-places,  built  under  the  arches  of 
the  old  Minder.  One  of  thefe  dun- 
geons is  called  the  gaoZ-room,  and  the 
window  being  dopped  up,  there  is  only 
an  iron-grated  aperture  in  the  door,  13 
inches  by  7,  for  the  ad  million  of  light 
and  air.  The  other  two  dungeons  have 


each  an  iron-grating  over  the  door. 
The  boards  on  vvliich  prifoners  deep 
are  railed  two  feet  above  the  floor, 
which  would  otherwife  be  very  damj), 
there  being  no  dre-place.  The  Soke 
allows  draw,  two  blankel.s,  and  a rug, 
to  each  priConer.  As  there  is  only  one 
court,  the  two  prifoners  (a  man  and  a 
woman)  were  together  in  it  when  I 
was  there.  Allowance  to  felons,  6d.  a 
day.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Beetham  ; makes 
a bill.  Chaplain*,  the  Rev.  John  Wed- 
dred  (as  vicar  of  St.  John  the  Baptid), 
to  thole  under  lentence  of  death,  the 
court  having  the  power  of  life  and 
death.  Debtors  have  a fpacious  good 
room  np-dairs,  and,  if  the  keeper  fur- 
uidies  a bed,  pay  2s.  4d.  per  week 
each.  They  have  no  allowance.  No 
employment  provided  for  any.  The 
gaol  very  clean.  Number  of  prifoners, 
Aug.  9,  1802,  two,  viz.  one  man  and 
one  woman.  My  remarks  on  this  gaol, 
as  well  as  the  wretched  bridewell  1 am 
about  to  deferibe,  I fent  to  the  Noble 
IHarquis  whole  property  it  is  ; and  to 
this  1 was  encouraged  by  the  philan- 
thropic charadler  he  bears. 

Peterborough  Bridewell,  for  the 
Soke,  as  above,  has  on  the  ground- 
floor  a room  about  7 yards  long  and  7 
feet  wide,  formerly  a vvork-fliop,  which 
0[)ens  into  a narrow  flip,  or  court 
(9  feet  4 inches  wide),  not  fecure,  and 
the  prifoners  (alwavs  locked  up)  have 
not  the  ufe  of  it.  No  necelfary.  No 
water  accefll hie  to  the  prifoners.  Nei- 
ther the  a6l  for  the  prel'ervation  of 
health,  nor  the  claufes  againd  fjiirituous 
liquors,  hung  up.  The  two  Ilecping* 
rooms,  9 feet  by  6,  dole  atid  ill  \enti- 
lated.  The  Soke  allows  draw  on  plank 
beddeads,  two  blankets,  and  a rug,  to 
each  prilbuer.  No  employment,  the 
gaol  being  too  dark  to  admit  of  any. 
M hen  a perfon  is  committed  to  hard 
labour,  he  beats  hemp  in  a dirty  room 
which  leads  to  the  prifon.  No  religious 
attention.  If  a I’urgeon  is  wanted, 
Mr.  Beetham  attends.  The  keeper, 
John  While  (a  penfioner) ; falary,  8l. 
and  commitment  fee,  3s.  6d.  Allow- 
ance, 6d.  a day.  The  whole  prifon  mud 
be  more  unhealthy,  and  is  not  much 
cleaner,  than  a pig-dy ; it  did  not  appear 

*■  Peterborough  gaol  has  no  regular 
chaplain,  nor  religious  attentions ; but, 
when  a prifoner  is  under  fentence  of 
death,  the  vicar  of  St,  John  the  Baptift 
(whoever  he  may  be)  is  required  to  at- 
tend them. 
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805.1  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Lincolnlliire  Prifons, 


to  ha\e  been  wbltewafhed  for  manv 
years,  Prifoncrs,  Aug.  9,  1802,  three. 

Stamford  Town  Gaol.  Charles 
Rogeis,  keeper;  falary,  31  I.  (of  which 
24 1,  is  paid  by  a rate,  and  7I,  by  the 
Corj)oration  trealurer)  for  gaol  and 
bridewell.  This  prifon,  built  at  the 
town-hall,  has  one  good  room  for 
debtors  in  the  keeper’s  honfe.  J was 
glad  to  be  inforiiied  none  had  been 
committed  here  for  ten  years.  A fmall 
court-yard  for  all  defeription  oi'  jjri- 
foiiers,  the  ufe  of  which  is  now  j)8r- 
mi'ted,  the  walls  being  railed  of  lufr 
hclciit  heighth  to  be  fecure.  Water  is 
laid  on  by  a pipe,  for  which  the  gaoler 
jtays  10s.  a year.  For  criminals  there 
are  two  offenlive  unhealihv cells,  10  feet 
by  8,  and  74  high  ; the  only  light  or  air 
Vv'hicli  is  admitted  is  through  a niche 
in  ilie  wall,  2 feet  in  length  and  5 
inches  in  width,  and  an  aperture  in 
each  door  about  8 inches  fquare.  The 
bridewell-room  is  16  feet  by  8,  and  has 
only  one  fmall  window,  2 feet  by  1 
foots  inches;  a perforated  door,  and 
in  each  room  a necelfary  Allowance 
to  debtors,  none  ; to  felons,  8d.  a day. 
No  chaplain.  If  a furgeon  is  wanted, 
one  is  feni  by  the  iNiayor.  No  em- 
ployment, and  the  Bridewell-room  too 
dark  to  admit  of  any.  The  acF  for  the 
prelervation  of  health,  and  the  claufes 
agaiun;  I’pirituous  liquors,  not  Imng 
up.  There  is  a table  of  fees,  fettled 
Aug.  28,  1729,  hung  up,  and  which  I 
tranferibed  for  their  fingularity.  They 
are  not  ligned  ; and,  having  been  long 
in  difule,  would  exceed  tiie  limits  of 
my  paper,  and  the  pern  (hi  your  pa- 
tience. Gaoler  pays  window  and  all 
other  taxes.  Prifoner,  Aug.  10,  1302, 
One. 

Folkingham  TIuufe  of  CovreSion. 
John  Speight,  keeper;  (alary,  50 1.  No 
fees.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Headley;  makes 
a bill.  No  chaplain  or  religious  aiteu- 
tion.  Allowance,  lOlbs.  of  bread  per 
week,  and  2s.  per  week  for  oatmeal 
and  fait,  each  prifoner.  The  oatnreal 
is  boiled  with  crumbs  of  bread  into 
porridge,  and  given  to  them  twice  a 
<lay  in  tin  pans  which  hold  one  quart 
each.  No  employ.  Men  and  women 
have  each  a feparate  court-yard,  but 
can  fee  and  converfe  with  each  other 
through  an  aperture  in  the  door  a foot 
fquare.  This  prifon  is  under  the  keep- 
er’s houfe,  and  coufifts  of  four  fleeping- 
cells,  about  10  feet  fquare  and  6 feet 
high,  which  open  into  a day-room  with 
a fire-place,  19  feet  by  9,  and  6 feet 


high.  Three  of  the  cells  have  iron 
gratings  in  each  door,  about  a foot 
fquare,  lor  Jight  and  ventilation;  the 
fourth,  cal’ct!  the  dungeon,  is  totally 
dark,  having  no  light  nor  air  but  what 
is  admitted  by  means  of  four  fmall  holes 
perforated  through  the  door  about  ihe- 
fize  of  a pifiol-ball.  The  day-room  has 
three  iron-graicd  and  glazed  windows  5 
the  floors  are  boarded,  and  not  damp 
now.  ilie  county  finds  llraw  on  the 
floor  with  a nig  to  each,  and  firing  to 
tile  day-rooms.  The  women  have  two 
rooms,  about  8 feet  fquare  and  6 feet 
high  ; the  front-room  has  a fire-place 
ami  a glazed  window.  Prifoners,  Aug, 
10,  1802,  two  men,  three  women,  one 
of  them  with  a child  at  her  breaft. 

Spalding  Bridewell.  Thomas  Ives, 
keeper ; falary,  48l.  8s. ; fees,  as  per  table, 
which  being  figned,  1 copied,  viz.  s.  d, 
“ For  every  commitment  3 0 

difeharge  - 10 

“ Turnkey,  6d.  in  and  6d.  out  1 0 

“ lied  per  night  - 0 4 


, 5 4 

Samuel  x\hbot,  Clerk  of  the  Peace.’' 
And  for  every  vagrant  half  the  fum, 
2s.  8d.  paid  by  the  chief  conflable. 

Allowance,  fid.  a day.  When  the 
prifoners  work  they  have  three-fourths 
of  the  profii,  t'ne  turnkey  the  remain- 
der, Tile  county  allows  flravv  on 
boarded  floors,  two  blankets,  and  a 
rug,  to  each  prifoner.  If  the  keeper 
fnrniflies  a bed,  he  receives  4d.  a night 
frotn  each,  if  one,  or  if  two  fleep  to- 
gether. Surgeon,  Mr.  Vyfe  ; falary, 
12k  No  chajilain.  Claufes  againfl 
fjiirituons  liquors  confpicuoufly  hung 
up,  as  is  alfi)  the  a61  for  preferving  the 
health  of  pnfoncr?,  neatly  painted  on 
a finaii  board.  The  afegnt  to  this  pri- 
fon is  by  12  llejis,  and  the  doors  open 
into  a boarded  lobby.  The  eight  u|rper 
rooms  (the  work  room  being  divided 
into  two)  are  13  feel  by  10;  chimneys 
in  two  of  them  ; airy,  and  well  venii- 
latecl.  The  eight  under  rooms'  are 
vaulted,  12  5-  feet  by  9(,  and  7 feet 
high.  The  entrance  to  four  is  by  a 
trap-door  from  the  upper  rooms. 
The  door.s  of  the  other  four  open 
into  ilie  court,  in  which  there  is  a 
pump,  but  not  being  fecure,  the  pri- 
foners have  no  accels  to  it.  The  Court 
of  ilequefis  for  the  hundred  of  Elloe 
fend  their  prifoners  here;  and  the  cofis 
of  execution,  together  with  6d.  a mile 
for  conveying  the  defendant  to  prifon, 
foineuines  exceeds  the  original  debt. 
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This  prifon  was  very  dean,  and  excel- 
lent rules  for  its  government  painted 
and  fixed  up.  Prifoners,  Augnit  11, 
1102,  four.  Amongfi  them  was  Mary 
Allam  (a  lunatick),  who  had  been  con- 
fined there  24  years.  ... 

Boston  Tinvii  Gaol.  This  is  alfo 
the  Bridewell.  William  Vaux,  keeper ; 
Iklary,  ail.  for  gaol  and  bridewell  ; 
fees  on  difcharge,  2s.  (id.  No  chap- 
lain, or  any  religious  attentions.  Sur- 
geon, when  wanted,  is  ordeied  by  the 
Mayor.  ^ 

'Phis  wretched  gaol  feems  to  have 
been  made  under  the  arches  of  an  old 
monaflery,  on  the  ground-floor  of 
which  are  two  damp  oflenfive  rooms, 
14  feet  fquare,  \-.ith  a privy.  The 
iron-grated  window  is  wide  eno\igh  to 
admit  the  prifoners’  heads  through  ; 
and,  when  I was  there,  they  were 
converfing  with  people  in  the  lireet. 
The  keeper  told  me  they  had  liquor 
brought  to  them  at  all  hours^of  the 
night,  fo  that  his  life  was  iif  danger 
from  their  frequent  intoxicatioih  Over 
the  felons’  rooms  are  two  for  women 
(one  the  bed- room,  Q feet  S inches  by 
6 feet  4 inches,)  quite  dole,  the  aper- 
ture in  the  door  being  flopped  up.  x'\!- 
lowancc,  4d.  a day;  fl.-aw  on  jrlank 
bedfleads,  two  blankets,  and  a rug. 
Adjoining  are  two  rooms  for  debtors 
who  are  lent  hither  from  the  Court  of 
Becpiefts-  No  thorough  air.  I’he 
debtor  who  was  confined  here  com- 


plained of  excefTive  heat;  he  appeared* 
to  be  ill  the  laft  flage  of  a cojifump- 
tion  ; and,  being  a medical  man,  laid 
it  was  owing  to  want  of  air.  Debt, 
one  guinea ! Commitment,  40  days, 
which  were  nearly  expired  when  I was 
there.  No  water ; the  keeper  fetches 
what  he  wants  for  his  own  ufe  from 
the  adjoining  flreet.  No  allowance  to 
debtors.  No  court-yard.  Neither  the 
adl  for  prefervation  of  health,  nor  the 
claufes  again!!  fpirituous  liquors,  hung 
lip.  Ii  did  not  ajipear  ever  to  liave 
been  vvhitewafhed  ; and  its  filthv  flate 
did  not  I’urprize  me  when  I confidered 
the  communication  with  the  flrter,  and 
the  unruly  behaviour  of  the  prifoners. 
Auguft  1 1,  1302,  debtor,  1 ; crimi- 
nals, Nc.  8 men,  1 woman,  who,  be- 
ing young  and  cirelly,  was  nodfling  and 
converfing  with  her  admirers  In  the 
(iieet. 

I have  jufl  been  vifiting  the  Caflle 
and  Sioue  Bow-gale  prifons,  which 
will  afford  as  ftrikmg  a coalrafl,  when 
compared  together,  as  the  bridewells 
above  deferibed,  and  which  will  be  the 
fidijecfl  of  the  next  letter  from,  dear 
Sir,  you  mofl  obliged  and  faithful 
humble  fervant,  James  Neild. 

***  The  letter  by  the  refpe6table  Dr. 
Booker,  vol.  LXXIV.  p.  1003,  as  well  as 
the  communications  by  the  Rev.  James 
Round  and  P.  R.  Newell,  (hall  be  no- 
ticed in  fome  future  Eflay.  * 


Red  Lion  Pa  {fogey  Fleet  Street. 


Nichols  and  Sox^  Printers, 
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LETTER  XV.  ON  PRISONS,  nevolenccy  like  that  great  Being 

Sambrodk  Colirt,  who  infpires  it,  delights  to  do  good, 
Mr.  Urban,  and  to  remain  unfeen,”  rtiightfeeni 

profecution  of  defigned  to  convey  fome  infinua- 
“ the  hiftory  of  the  tion  upon  the  public  condiid  of  my 


o 

n 

a 


^ Prifons  throltghout 


friend  Ncild,  had  not  his  fubfe- 


? the  empire  is  be-  puent  explanation  tended  to  remove 
^ come  an  objedt  of  fufpicion,  and  to  edabliili  thofc 
fuch  deep  intereii  principles 


e 

and  to  edabliili  thofc 
4 fuch  deep  intereii  principles  upon  which  every  great 

with  many  public  and  highly-in-  and  good  mail  ought  to  found  hi.^ 
formed  charaaers,  as  makes  me  aaibils.  It  might  otherwife  have 
reo-rct  the  neceliity  of  deviating  been  alted,  whefe  is  the  inference 
from  this  prominent  and  important  to  be  found  of  a great  Being  dc- 
purfuit,  in  order  to  notice  objec-  lighting  to  dp  good,  and  remaining 
tions  which  have  been  urged  againft  unleen  ?”  If  the  Creator  f the 
any  of  the  preceding  letters,  which  Pialmift  and  all  the  mfpired  writers 
mi'o-ht  tend  to  detracT  from  their  reprefent  him  as  being  feen  in  all 
accliracyof  detail,  or  weaken  the  his  works;  ‘Mie  is  teen  riding  up- 
credibility  of  the  faas  they  atfume,  on  the  thunder  and  the  whirlwind, 
AS  intimated  in  the  note  of  the  pre-  as  well  as  in  the  wondeftul  ftruc^ 
ceding  EHay  (p.  ,5 ).  ' '"'eof  f c.  eepeth  up* 

Not  any  perfon,  acquainted  with  on  the  ground.  Well  might  the 
the  liberal  and  humane  charaeter  of  gteat  Linnaeus,  in  contemplating 
Dr  Booker,  could  doubt  his  re-  Nature,  exclaim  with  David, 


ligious  attention  to  thole  within  the 
fphere  of  his  incumbency.  The 
clergyman,  Y'ho  claims  the  honour 
of  being  the  hrft  who  preached  in 
favour  of  V acci  iielnocula tion  muft 
have  felt  a pious  interell  in  pro- 


“ O Jehova, 

Quarn  ampla  fuht  tua  opera  ! 

Guam  fapientef  ea  fecifti  1 
Q,uam  plena  eft  terra  pofleftione  tuaV’ 

Our  Saviour,  although  he  uni- 
formly difcountenanced,  and  even 
t a highly  cenfured,  all  oftentation ; as 

which  Ire  has  long  l-uccefsfiilly.cul-  decidedly  encouraged  his  fdlowers 
rivaled  borh  by  rlbnal  inliriaion  W “let  their  good  works  be  feen. 
and  doannal  w.it  hgs;  and  happy  as  confp.cuoufly  as  a citjpet  upon 

would  It  prove  to  tl  e con  m ui  y - & 

were  inch  an  example  umve.lally  creator  in  Heaven  (Matt,  v.  >. 

followe  . Rcafon  accords  with  Scripture ; for, 

TLs  oblerv-atiou,  however  (vol.  ^ u,,. 

LXXIV.  p.  1002),  that  ‘M-eal  be 


* I think  h:  obfeWes  that  his  pa- 
riftiioners  amount  to  i4,yoo,  ot  whom  he 
has  buried  upon  an  average  five  every 
week  deftroyed  by  the  Small-pqX  ; but 
that,  in  contcquence  of  inoculation  with 
the  Cow-pock,  he  had  only  buried  two 
during  the  tall  two  ypars,  wbodiad  died  of 
the  Small-pox  1 


what  is  inferred  by  example  but 
fomething  to  be  imitated  ? and,  to 
be  imitated,  it  rauR  be  known. 

If  after  3^  years  experience*  of 
the  Rate  of  prifons  with  tliat  of  a 


* The  prifons  Mr.  Neild  vifi.ted  firft 
were  thofe  of  Paris.  He  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  thofe  in  England  about  3 3 years 
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Howard’s,  and  after  their  labours 
to  improve  the  fydem  under  which 
they  were  conduced,  a Ncild 
fhould  have  found  that  fytlem  re- 
main imperfe6l  in  many  inftances, 
as  the  preceding  letters  indubitably 
prove,  it  would  have  been  culpable 
to  hav'^e  remained  blent,  and  not  to 
have  attempted  to  fuecour  mifery, 
to  promote  indutiry  and  morals,  and 
the  exercife  of  religious  duties,  as 
necetfary  to  the  comfort  and  refor- 
mation of  the  prifoners.  Even  “ the 
dumbclfild  of  Croelus  had  its  tongue 
inftantly  loofened  when  an  object 
moll  facred  and  near  to  its  iiappi- 
jiefs  was  threatened  with  danger.” 
If  the  energy  of  Pagan  fenlibility 
gave  utterance,  lhall  not  the  facred 
energy  of  Chritiian  rites  give  public 
utterance  to  the  Pliilanthropih,  who 
might  urge  the  modetl  language  of 
the  Poet  ? 

“ Bound  by  my  charity,  and  my  bicfl  or' 
1 come  to  vifu  the  afhii’rled  Ifiiits  [der, 
Here  iir  the  prifon  ; do  me  the  common 
right 

To  let  me  fee  them,  and  to  make  me  know 
The  nature  of  their  crimes  ; that  I mav' 
To  them  accordingly.”  fminifter 

SiiAKSPEARE,  Meafurc  for  .Meafure, 
Aa  II.  fc.  g. 

As  a mairof  indepcitdcut  fortune, 
•ealled  into  public  offices  by  the 
voice  of  his  fcllow-citizeus,  and  to 
important  ifatiotts  by  the  mandaies 
of  his  Sovereign,  is  ambitio.n  tube 
gratified,  or  emolument*  gaiiu'd,  by 
gauging  the  dmigeonsot  theU'rel(  h- 
•od  With  a eonliltution  aliuoif  e.x- 
hautfed  by  thefe  exertions,  what 
impel.s  my  excellent  iiaeiid  to  i)lui)ge 
into  ceils  of  impurity  and  inlectiou  ? 

if  J am  eiuiiled  to  any  merit  in 
ihefe  Ellays,  it  is  that  ot'  rendering' 
more  prominent  to  j)ubl!C  view  iin- 
p(.)rtant  fabts  wdticii  his  peri'onal  in- 
vetiigation.s  have  etiabliiln  d,  and 
plans  of  relormation  whieh  his  la- 


gaclty  has  fuggefled.  Not  to  record 
fuch  defert,  as  declares  the  Bard  I 
have  already  referred  to, 

“ I fhould  wrong  it, 

To  lock  it  in  the  wards  of  covert  bofom, 
When  it  deferves,  with  charaaers  of  brafs 
A forted  refidcnce’gainft  the  tooth  of  Time 
Andrazureof  oblivion.”  AaV.  fc.  i. 

Independently  of  every  other 
confideration,  the  recital  of  anony- 
mous iact.s,  however  important, 
wmuld  neither  potTefs  intereft,  nor 
excite  enquiry  ; and  the  aura  car- 
ceraria  would  make  as  tranlitory  an 
imprellion  as  the  cries  of  the  mife- 
rable  captives  on  the  votaries  of 
pleafure. 

The  letters  by  the  Rev.  James 
Pound  and  P.  R.  New^ell  (vol. 
LXXIV.  p.  1097),  which  I had 
likewife  engaged  to  notice,  certainly 
demand  attention,  as  conveying 
ftatements  refpeding  tlie  prifons  in 
Colchetfer  materially  different  from 
thofe communicated  in  vol.  LXXIV. 
P Although  I have  not  re- 

cently had  the  pleafure  of  a perfonal 
interview  with  my  friend  Nelld,  1 
am  in  potreliion  of  his  notes  on  vi- 
liring  thefe  prifons,  from  whence  I 
am  enabled  to  draw  a recital  equally 
couclulive  and  intcreftirg. 

On  his  arrival  at  Colchetfer,  on 
the  mth  ot  Odfober,  1801,  he  went 
to  the  iioi  ougli  Criiol  5 but  the  keeper 
was  ableiit,  a.nd  his  w'ife  duiTt  not 
admit  him,  obterving,  that  it  w’as 
bill  ud  prifoner.s,  and  die  was  afraid 
ol  being  overpowered  by  their  num- 
beis,  lie  then  propos'd,  that  he 
ihould  enter  aiid  be  locked  in  the 
ju'iibn,  and  thus  examine  the  pri- 
loner.',  alone  j adding,  that  he  had 
no  fear  of  being  iiqured  by  them. 
Ilowever,  the  declined  tills  propo- 
lal,  and  adured  him  that  her  huf- 
baiid  lliould  be  fent  tor,  and  be 


ready  to  receive  him  on  his  returr 

1 once  imagined  that  the  Society  fur  the  Relief  and  D^^rh adT^ 

luunerated  Mr.  Ncild  ; but,  in  coi  leqoence  of  a prnate  explanation,  was  undeceived 
and  inturnud  that  he  had  ex  pended  upwards  ot  looo  1.  in  his  vifUs  to  Prifons.  Hoi 
much  he.  e.Kpcnds  othcrwife,  t know  not  ; but  this  I learnt,  that,  in  tlm  late  fever- 
froft,  having  vilued  adump  boor,  without  even  draw  to  lie  upon,  he  was  employed  if 
purchabng  and  teeing  thisAw.-v  for  the  prifoners  to  llecp  upon,  at  a time  indeed 
when,  horn  Ins  own  mdilpolkiun,  Re  ought  to  have  kept  his  chamber.  I mentior 
this  w ithout  bis  pcrmihion  or  knowledge,  which  1 certainly  would  not  have  done  had 
it  nut  been  tor  the  uncdudid  mlinuations  of  Clcricus  JLundineniis,  vol.  LXXiVb  p.  iisa 
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from  vifiting  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
reftion. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Caflle,  the 
gaoler  of  this  place  of  confinement 
was  likewife  abfent,  and  the  wife 
I lliewed  him  the  prifon  ; the  ground- 
floor  of  which  he  defcribed  (vol, 
LXXIV.  p.  705),  to  confift  of/ozzr 
rooms,  not  of  three  only,  as  afjerted 
by  the  reverend  magiflrate.  Thofe 
who  cenlure  others  for  fuppofed  in- 
accuracy flrould  be  careful  to  avoid 
mis-ftatements.  The  woman  never 
informed  him  that  there  were  any 
rooms  above,  and  therefore  lie  na- 
I ttirally  concluded  that  he  had  feen 
I the  whole  prifon.  Now,  the  par- 
titions between  the  rooms  being  in 
part  open  pallifades,  there  certainly 
j could  not  be  a decent  reparation 
between  the  fex.es.  The  glafs-win- 
dows  mentioned  by  thefe  writers 
were  not  put  up  although  it  was  the 
month  of  Odtober,  nor  was  he  in- 
formed by  his  condu6lrefs  that  there 
were  any  in  cate  of  cold  weather  ; 
and  hence  ily  was  impotfible  that  he 
fnould  have  known  this  circum- 
ftance. 

With  refpedt  to  the  expreflion  of  no 
iVater,  it  is  here  and  elfe  where  ufnally 
meant  acce^fjlhle  to  the  prifoners.  in 
confequence  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
falaries  of  the  gaolers  of  this  and  of 
feveral  other  places,  the  priioners 
are  left  under  the  cultody  of  wo- 
men, whofe  timidity  induces  them 
to  keep  the  prifoners  conftantly 
locked  up,  under  a pretext  that  the 
court-yard  is  infeenre.  This  was 
tiie  cafe  at  the  Cattle  ; and  when 
obferved  to  tlie  prifoner,  that,  as 
he  had  neither  book  to  read,  nor 
peri  on  to  converfe  with,  except 
when  his  allowance  of  food  was 
brought  to  him,  and  without  work 
or  employment  to  beguile  the  hours 
of  captivity,  he  might  not  only  keep 
his  own  perfon  clean,  but  likewife 
tlie  floors  and  recedes  of  the  prifon 
rooms,  which  flood  much  in  need 
of  it,  whilft  it  would  amufe  him  as 
well  as  conduce  to  his  health  5 but 
lie  had  neitlicr  foap  ]u;r  towel  for 
the  one  purpofe,  nor  mops,  broom, 
or  pjil,  for  the  other,  nor  had  he 


accefs  to  the  pump.  This  conver- 
fation  palfed  in  the  pretence  and 
bearing  of  the  gaoler’s  wife,  and, 
not  having  been  contradldted  by 
her,  left  him  in  no  doubt  of  the  fadC 
d oinfift,  therefore,  on  the  plenti- 
ful fupply  of  water,  from  the  en- 
joyment of  which  the  prifoner  was 
debarred,  was  renewing  mofl  inju- 
dicioufly  the  feede  of  Tantalus. 

The  walls  had  a gloomy  dark  ap- 
pearance, and  lienee  he  adopted  the 
expreiflon  of  fcldom  vvhitewaflied  ^ 
for  once  in  twelve  months  often 
could  not  be  applied,  as  it  is  not 
iinulual  to  whitewalh  Inch  rooms 
four  or  five  times  a year.  Indeed 
white wa tiling  merely  is  no  criterion 
of  prifon  cleanlinels ; for  many  of 
the  prifod  walls  are  dirty  and  disfi- 
gured in  lefs  tlian  a month,  by 
fpitting  tobacco,  or  by  ludicrous 
drawings  on  them  ; and,  as  the 
keepers  are  too  generally  abfent, 
they  are  ignorant  by  whom  they  are 
done  5 and  if  they  did  know,  what 
avails  it,  when  neither  rules  nor 
orders”  are  hung  up,  and  coufe- 
quently  no  power  to  punllh  ? 

It  the  two  inner  rooms  are  not  at 
ptefent  dark,  they  muft  have  been 
confiderably  altered  fince  1801,  as 
his  defeription  was  faithful  to  its 
flate  at  that  period.  From  this  re- 
cital, the  veracity  of  the  humane 
Vifitor  of  Prifons  remains  unlni- 
peached  ; his  accuracy  in  the  mea- 
furement  of  the  rooms  he  was  en- 
abled to  fee  is  indeed  candidly  al- 
lowed ; but  he  could  not  be  anfu  er- 
able  tor  the  flate  of  tliole  rooms  he  ‘ 
w'as  not  admitted  to  vilit, 

With  refpedt  to  the  omiflion  of 
the  allowniuce  of  beer,  thefe  geiir 
tlemen  are  juflitied.  It  wa^ taken 
down  in  the  notes  J have" aiUided 
to,  but  the  iiifertiou  of  ti/fis  circuin- 
flaiice  was  oniitted  throutrh  mif- 
take  5 a miiuiTe  ro  reffify  this  omif- 
fioii  was  prepared  prior  to  aiiv  ob- 
lervation  made  upon  it,  nudVould 
have  been  eventually  publiflieJ. 

As  there  were  many  particulars 
retpedting  this  prilon,  of  which  he 
wdflied.  in  vain  lor  information,  lie 
flaid  to  mea’ure  two  rofaus  on] >■. 

uiti  n hvrs. 
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intending  to  complete  the  rei*'?sin- 
ins:  in  the  mornins;  orly  before  the 
gaoler  llionld  go  out.  The  alarm- 
ing and  dreadful  caufe  that  occa- 
lioned  this  prevention  will  appear 
in  the  fequel  j and  the  render,  J 
am  peiTuaded,  will  excufe  the  j)rb- 
iixily  of  detail,  when  he  conhders 
the  inhnuations  fuggefted  hy  P.  R. 
Newell  of  the  exaggerated  account 
of  the  Borough  Gaol;  and,  whilft 
I gratefully  acknowledge  his  pcr- 
fonal  politenefs  to  me,  and  eftimate 
his  profelhonal  knowledge  in  tlie 
highelt  degree,  in  the  preleiit  ilfue 
fcntiments  of  private  efteem  muft 
not  be  allowed  to  lilence  expretlions 
of  public  duty.  I muft  fay  vvitli 
Cicero,  “ Tolle  mihi  e caufa  nomen 
Catonis  : remove,  ac  pnetcrmittc 
auftoritatem,  (]u;je  in  judiciis  aul 
nihil  valere,  aut  ad  falutcm  debet 
valere.”  Cicrro  in  ivluraeh. 

So  far  indeed  trom  exaggerating, 
my  friend  had  in  his  previous  letter 
extenuated  the  hlthy  and  noxious 
Itate  of  this  prifon,  the  bare  hiliory 
of  which,  copied  from  his  notes,  is 
fudicient  to  make  every  “ nerve 
tremblingly  alive”  for  the  fafety  of 
the  Prihaier’s  Friendy  and  muft  re- 
inind  the  reader  of  the  ftrong  ex- 
prelhons  of  the  author  of  Provi- 
detu:e,  a poem,  b.  III. 

“ Stands  Death’s  grim  front  full  in  the 
f aujtous  cell 

Where  Virtue  led  her  fon,  in  aft  to  pierce 
The  bread  that  melts  to  fympathetic  woe.” 

Ou  my  return  from  the  Cattle, 
the  keeper  of  the  Borough  Gaol  had 
not  been  found  ; his  wife,  however, 
Irad  procured  a perfon  to  Ihcw  me 
the  prifon.  I found  it  in  the  ftale 
deferibed  (vol.  LXXIV.  p.  70:;). 
During  the  time  I was  taking  the 
dimenlions  of  the  rotans,  my  cloaths 
came  frequently  in  conta61:  with 
tl'.ofe  of  the  prilbiiers  ; and  I had 
alio  to  Hand  over  the  bodies  of  thofe 
wiio  were  lick  on  the  floor.  (Over- 
powered at  length  by  putrid  ef- 
fluvia, 1 retired  to  the  court-room, 
and  fat  down  to  recover  lu}  frlf  by 
thofe  methods  which  my  friend  Dr. 
Lettfom  had  preferibed  for  me. 
Here  I found  myfelf  fwarming  with 


vermin,  which  every  whhre  crawled 
over  me,  and  which  induced  me  to' 
hatfen  to  the  inn,  and  change  every 
article  of  clothing.  The  town  was* 
at  this  time  crowded,  and  the  houfe 
filled  with  people*.  Illnefs  iri- 
Creafed,  and  my  flomach  refufed 
fuHenaiice.  In  this  fitu'ation  1 de- 
termined tee  try  what  (on  hmilar 
oceahons  has  proved  beneticial) 
change  of  air  would  efFe6f,  and  fet 
out  for  Ipfwich,  from  which  place, 
after  having  palled  two  fleeplefs 
nights,  and  not  having  received  any 
noUrifliment  except  tea  and  a little 
bread  during  the  fpace  of  three 
days,  I departed  for  Bury,  but  was 
obliged  on  the  road  to  fend  for  me- 
dical afliflance,  and  from  which  I 
experienced  unexpefted  and  early 
relief.” 

1 triift  tiie  refpeffable  furgeon, 
who  could  fubferibe  a doubt  of  my 
trieiid  Neild’s  veracity,  by  inlinu- 
ating  \f  he  ever  injited  the  prifon," 
will  be  amply  fatisfied  ; and  who 
could  add,  “ 1 know  nothing  of  the 
Borough  prifon,  but  am  informed 
by  two  of  the  magitfrates  the  ac- 
count is  greatly  exaggerated.”  If 
he  had  luibibed  the  fpirit  of  How- 
ard, whom  he  conjures  up,  or  even 
of  a Ncild,  upon  whom  he  refiebts,- 
he  might  have  been  undeceived  by 
a perfonal  vifit  to  thofe  “ fick  and 
in  prifon.”  As  there  is  no  furgeoii 
to  it,  he  might  have  cxercifed  the 
philanthropy  of  his  profetiion  with- 
out intruding  n{X)n  the  province  of 
any  other  medical  gentleman.  Of 
his  doubts  it  may  be  faid  with 
Shakl'peare, 

“ Our  doubts  are  traitors, 
Which  make  us  lofe  the  good  we  oft  might 
By  fearing  to  attempt.”  [g‘Un, 

In  the  perulal  of  my  friend’s  re- 
covery, as  Hated  in  his  own  words, 
two  Hrong  but  very  different  fenla- 
(ions  muft  agitate  the  mind — dread 
for  the  fafety  of  an  invaluable  life — 
dilguH;  for  the  naufeous  fource  of 
that  danger ; whilH  every  one  of 
juft. feeling  will  be  led  piouHy  to 

* In  confcquence  of  the  illuminations 
on  the  return  of  Peace,  many  perfons  had- 
docked  to  the  town  to  fee  them. 

ponder 


( 


|8o5*]  Neild’s  farther  Account  of  Prifons  in  Effex.  103 


ponder  the.  fentiments  of  the  Poet 
on  Providence  : 

“ Look  to  the  Power, 
Who  from  his  feraph-circled  throne, beyond 
The  ken  of  human  glance,  with  willing  ear 
Stoops  to  the  plaint  ofan.guifli.  Be  thy  vows 
By  him  accejrted;  be  thy  life  prcfrri/d 
To  blefs  thy  friends^  to  heal  with  lenient 
balm 

The  wounded  hearty  to  bid  the  needy  rife. 
And  clothe  in  mantling  fmilcs  the  cheek 
of  woe.”  Ogii.vie,  b.  III.  1.  602. 

Immediately  after  his  recovery  he 
yifited  the  late  Lord  Ched worth,  to 
whom  he  read  his  remarks,  and 
gave  him  a .copy  of  theni;  requelting 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  exert  hia 
influeuce  at  Colcheder^  to  which 
the  noble  Earl  replied,  that,  as 
he  was  not  a magiftrate  of  the  bo- 
rough, his  interference  would  be 
improper.” 

With  all  the  comforts  attached  to 
the  prifoners  of  Colchefter  Houfe  of 
Corretdion,  as  deferibed  in  vol. 
LXXIV.  p.  1097,  the  managers  of 
the  Borough  Gaol  feeni  to  emu- 
late the  magicians  who  oppofed 
Mofes,  with  this  difference,  that 
thefe  could  peither  produce  nor  re- 
move | but  the  former,  although 
they  could  not  remove,  poffelfed 
the  means  of  ample  produftion  : 

And  the  magicians  did  fo  with 
their  enchantment^  to  bring  forth 


lice,  but  they  could  not ; fo  there 
were  lice  upon  man  ; neverthelefs 
Pharaoh’s  heart  continued  liardcn- 
ed."  (Ex<'>d.  viii.  8,19).  I'hat  this 
may  not  be  the  ftate  of  the  guar- 
dians of  tliis  prifon  is  the  liope  of 
John  Coakley  Lettsom. 

[After  clefcrihing  the  niiferahle  ftnte 
of  lonie  of  the  yirifons  in  Camhridpe- 
fnirc  ^vol.  LXXly.  p.  8.()7),  Mr.  Neiid 
ohl’erves,  that  he  had  been  viewing  (at 
Cambridge),  “among  other  (lately  and 
venerable  edifices,  ihgt  C'pliege  vvhere 
>he  immortal  Newton  profeented  his 
Undies,  and  conternpla'thig  the  moft 
exalted  of  human  beings— and  the  moft 
vvreiciied.' ’ A writer,  under  the  fig- 
naiure  of  “ A Nlewtoniau,”  is  fo  far 
from  comprehending  the  import  of 
this  contrail  as  to  conclude,  that  the 
moll  wretched  as  well  as  the  moll  ex- 
alted mull  refer  to  Newton, 

If  he  had  pern  fed  the  wtioje  letter, 
and  julllv  appreciated  the  mlferable  fi- 
tuation  of  his  fellow-creatures  in  Cam- 
bridge town-gaol,  who  are  deferibed 
in  lids  letter  as  haying  “no  eonrt- 
yrtrd,  no  water,  no  chajilain.  or  riivine 
lervice  performed,"  he  wonin  not  have 
referred  the  “ mol't  wretched"  (the  pri- 
fon-Msl  to  the  nranes  of  the  “ moft  ex- 
alted of  human  bein<?-s’*  (Newton  t I 

O'-  / J 

P.  S.  The  letter  under  the  tlonature  of 
Clericus  Londinends  i-N^XIV.  1 1 s*} 
y/ill  be  noticed  in  a future  Number. 
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LETTER  XVI.  ON  PRISONS. 

, ^ Sa  m brook  Court} 

Mr.  Urban, 

N the  Moral  World, 
^ ^ approxiaiation  con- 

? -j-  ^ duces  to  limilarity 

S ^ both  in  principle 

u ^ and  fentiment : in 

Nature,  likewife. 


it  forms  a thoufand  varied  and 
beautiful  attratfions.  In  private 
life,  local  and  partial  improvements 
excite  general  imitation  j and  thus 
the  comforts  and  ornaments  of  do- 
meilic  enjoyment  are  extended. 
Hence  it  might  have  been  expefted 
that  the  excellent  management  of 
the  Caftle  Prifon  in  Lincoln/  under 
the  humane  and  religious  attention 
of  the  County  Magidrates,  would 
have  produced  a falutary  influence 
throughout  the  whole  City  •,  but, 
tinhappily,  like  the  more  violent 
elements  in  nature,  approximation 
here  feems  to  have  produced  only 
repulfive  agencies  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Stone  Bow-gate  prifon. 
In  one  we  contemplate  with  plea- 
fure  a Magiflracy,  by  the  exercife 
of  humanity  to  the  prifoners  in  the 
Caftle  Prifon^  elevated  to  a digni- 
fied rank)  in  the  other,  the  incar- 
cerated objeas,  by  the  mifrule  and 
neglea  of  the  managers,  are  de- 
graded beneath  the  charaaer  _ of 
rational  beings.  This  neighbouring 
contrail,  great  as  it  is,  might  have 
appeared  in  the  prophetic  viiion  of 
the  Poet’s  eye,  thus  diferiminated  : 


Of  ail  God’s  vrorkes,  whith  doe  this 
worlde  adorrie, 

There  is  no  one  more  faire  and  excellent 
Then  is  man’s  body,  both  for  powre  and 
form. 

Whiles  it  is  kept  in  fober  government ; 

But  none  then  is  more  fowle  and  in- 
decent, [bace  ; 

Difterapered  through  mifrute  and  paffions 

It  grows  a monfler,  and  incontinent 


Doth  lofe  his  dignity  and  native  grace. 
Behold,  who  lift,  one  and  other  In 

THIS  PLACE.” 

Spencer’s  Faery  Queene,  b.  II.  c. 

In  the  preceding  Number  I had 
been  led  to  hope  that  the  acme  of 
mifrule  and  mifery  was  paffed,  and 
that  the  dreary  defert  had  been  at 
lenoth  traverfed  j but,  in  peruiing 
the  following  letter,  it  will  appear 
that  the  fmaller  pyramids  only  have 
been  feen,  and  that  the  greater  are 
now  prefented  to  view.  In  thefc 
ilupendous  works  of  labour  the  ex- 
cavations and  chambers  were  form- 
ed for  the  fepulture  of  the  dead,  t@ 
whom  the  Egyptians  devoted  re- 
ligious oblequies  j but  the  chambers 
of  the  Stone  Bow-gate  are  made  the 
fepultures  of  the  living,  to  whom  are 
denied  the  benefits  of  religion,  and 
the  fervices  of  a chaplain  ; and  thus 
Pagan  faperflition  was  more  pioufly 
exercifed  in  Egypt  than  is  Chrif- 
tian  benevolence  now  in  Lincoln  ! 
The  gloominefs  of  one  might  be  re- 
lieved by  appropriate  hieroglyphicks^ 
the  other  by  intoxication  ! The  rc- 
femblance  in  both  was  alone  pre- 
ferved  by  the  exclufion  of  light  and 
air  j but  the  former  was  free  from 
humidity,  whilft  the  Stone  Bow-> 
gate  and  the  Newark  Town- gaol 
might  afford  refledions  to  Arm- 
llroDg,  where  he  obferves. 

It  is  not  airj  but  floats  a naufeoUs  mafs 
Of  all  obfeene,  corrupt,  offenfive  things. 
Much  moifture  hurts  ; but  here  a fordid 

bath, 

With  oily  rancour  fraught,  relaxes  more 
The  folid  frame  than  Ample  rtioifture  can.’* 

Well  might  my  friend,  after  ex- 
amining a dark  and  darik  chamber 
in  Newark  Town-gaol  14  Heps 
under-ground,  occafionally  over- 
flowed with  13  fb#lies  depth  of  wa- 
ter, indeed  exclaim,  an  horrid 
dungeon  !”  Thiit  his  pathetic  deli- 
neation® 


1^(5  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Slaieenth  Letter  on  Prifons.  [Mar. 


for  a term  of  30  years,  at  an  annual 
rent  of  10s.  The  new  G’^aol  has  been 
built  about  14  years;  is  a good  brick 
building  with  (tone  facings.  The  fron? 
(which  contains  the  gaoler’s  and  debt- 


Tieations  of  human  w6e,  and  appeals 
to  commifcration,  may  roufe  more 
effedually  the  publick  to  ameliorate 
the  unhappy  condition  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures, is  the  apology  of  ors’ apartments)  is  about  46  yards  long, 
fered  for  thcle  additional  lemar  cs  o two  acres  of  grafs  plot  fenced 

John  Coakley  Lettsom.  off  in  the  front  of  it  for  the  debtors,  who 

have  the  privilege  of  walking  there  du- 
ring the  day  ; with  a w^ell  of  good  water 
in  it.  The  fexes  are  completely  fepa- 
rated*by  day  and  night. 

One-half  of  this  building  is  occupied 
by  the  male  debtors,  having  three  day- 
rooms  for  matter’s  fide  debtors,  average 
fize  20  feet  by  15  feet  6 inches,  and 


To  Dr.  Lettsom. 

-»/r  I c-  Newark  vponTrent , 

My  dear  Sir,  igoj. 

IT  gives  me  great  pleafure  in  fend- 
ing you  the  following  account  of  Lin- 
coln Caftle ; and  it  is  increafed  by  the 

aflurances  I have  received  that  the  City  . , _ 

is  going  to  build  a naw  prifon,  and  the  feet  9 inches  nigh  ; and  one  for  com 
hopes  1 entertain  that  the  fame  hu- 
mane and  religious  attention  will  be 
paid  to  their  iirifoneis  as  are  fhewn  to 
thofe  in  the  Caftle  by  the  County  Ma- 
giftrates. 

It  always  gives  me  pleafure  to  ap- 
prove, and  pain  to  cenftire  : but  truth 
obliges  me  to  narrate  fa6ls  as  I find 
them.  That  the  prifon  of  the  Stone 
Bow-gate  is  one  of  the  worft  in  the 
kingdom  ; that  its  long  negle6f  and 
fcanty  allowance  (not2d.f  per  day) 
are  a difgrace  to  the  city,  and  fhocking 
to  humanity,  will  be  obvious  to  every 
one  who  perufes  my  remarks.  The 
prifoners  here,  half  famifhed,  half  fuf- 
focated,  and  in  a continual  Hate  of  in- 
toxication, prefent  fuch  a combiiTalion 
of  miferiesas  it  is  difficult  for  imagina- 
tion to  form  an  idea  of;  whilft  thofe 
confined  in  the  Cajlle  have  every  com- 
fort which  can  attend  incarceration.  It 
not  cafy  to  reconcile  fuch  different 


mon-fide  debtors,  21  feet  by  16,  and 
12  feet  9 high.  On  the  firft-floor  are 
five  lodging-rooms  with  an  airy  paffage 
communicating  to  them;  average  fire 
17  feet  by  15  ffet  6,  and  11  feet  high. 
On  the  fccond-floor  are  five  other 
lodging-rooms  of  the  fame  dimenfions, 
with  a fimilar  ])nftage,  one  of  which  it 
for  commnn-fide  debtors.  The  other 
half  of  the  building  is  the  gaoler’s 
houfe,  exceptir^  two  Attic  rooms  for 
female  debtors,  one  a day-room,  the 
oth^r  a night-room  ; fize,  16  feet  9 
inches  by  16  feet,  and  10  feet  high,  each. 

Tlie  common  prifon  is  built  from 
the  centre  of  the  above  building  on  the 
South  fide,  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
fun  in  the^  court-yard.  The  paftage 
down  it,  is  in  a line  with  the  front  en- 
trance-door, is  arched  above,  and  is  5 
feet  wide  by  10  feet  high.  I'he  lower 
end  of  it  is  made  with  an  iron-grating, 
^ by  which  the  ventilation  cannot  be 

treatment  in  prifons  fo  near  each  other;  obftru6led.  It  contains  on  the  ground- 
but  that  I may  foon  inform  you  of  the  floor — firf,  a firong  room  for  refrac- 
one  at  the  Stone  Bow-gate  being  abo- 
liffied  is  the  ardent  wifli  of,  clear  Sir, 
your  much  obliged  friend  and  humble 
iervant,  James  Neild. 

P.  S.  I got  up  earlier  than  ufual  this 
morning,  but  left  Lincoln  without  fi- 
niffiing  my  letter,  which  you  will  re- 


is 


lory  debtors;  oppofite,  one  with  a bath 
and  oven  in  it;  next,  three  night-cells 
for  two  prifaners  each,  fize,  10  feet  by 
8 feel  6 inches,  and  1 1 feet  high,  with 
wood  bed  (leads  fafiened  on  the  floor. 

There  are  four  day-rooms,  with  fire- 
places iw  them,  for  the  difterent  deferip- 


No. 


ccive  from  Newark.  People  were  flock-  lion  of  prifoners  as  under  : 
ing  from  all  parts  to  fee  two  men  fuffer 
(one  of  whom  had  long  been  a terror 
to  the  country)  ; and  I was  glad  to  de- 
camp for  the  fame  reafoii.  To-morrow 
1 fet  out  for  Doncafter;  and  in  a few 
days  you  may  expe6l  remarks  on  the 
Yorkflilfe  prifons. 


feet 


feet 


The  Gaol  for  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
is  fituate  in  the  Caftle-yarcl,  containing 
about  (even  acres  of  land  incloled  by  a 
liish  wall.  The  premifes  are  held  bv 


1,  2U  (cct  by  il,  and  li 
high,  for  male  prifoners  (dr  trial. 

No.  2,  11  'feet  by  10,  and  II 
high,  for  female  prifoners  for  trial. 

No.  S,  17  feet  by  9,  and  1 1 feet  high, 
for  male  convicls  under  fenteuce  of 
tranfportation. 

No.  4,  12  feet  bv  10,  and  11  feet 
bivh,  for  convi61s  ft  . leffer  offences. 

Tltefe  rooms  have  each  a court  com- 
to  them,  15  yards  bv  10  : 


municaling 


are  all  private  with  refiH-6l 


, !o  eacfi 

leaf*  of  the  Dulchy  Court  of  Lancafter  other*  being  feparatcd'bv.  v/alL  24  feet 

high. 
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•igh.  T1i6  coiirt-vDrd  of  No,  2 has 
lard  and  fofi*\Vci ter  pn nips,  from  which 
ftipply  of  exceUent  water  is  at  all 
t mes  accellible  to  the  prifoners.  There 
i a vvalh-honfe  in  the  centre  of  it,  with 
copper,  waaiiiig-tubs,  See.  &c.  Next, 
rre  fix  night-cells  for  (Ingle  men,  fize] 
feet  by  5 feet  9,  and  11  feet  high* 
eith  beddeads  as  before.  The  nicrlit- 
tells  on  the  ground  floor  are  arched 
Ibove.  Strong  oak  boarding  on  the 
vails  and  floor ; and  the  v/indows, 
f/hich  are  donble-barred,  and  look  into 
i:ie  day-yards,  have  wood  fhutters, 
yhich  make  them  warm  and  dole  at 
i ight  The  prifon  is  perfeclly  dry. 
Adjoining  to  the  building  already  de- 
:^ribed  there  have  fince  been  built 
our  folitary  cells,  two  on  each  fide 
he  paflage,  with  fire  places  and  glafs 
windows  ; fize,  13  feet  8 inches  by  8 
set  9>  s^nd  11  feet  nigh,  communica- 
z ngeachtoa  court-yard  23  feet  by  12. 
Over  thefe  four  cells  is  the  chapel; 
..ze,  Sl  feet  by  28,  and  15  feet  3 inches 
;iigh ; it  is  neatly  pewed  ; has  a high 
Taming  to  prevent  debtors  and  felons 
Tom  feeing  each  other.  The  women’s 
Kat  is  framed  high,  that  they  cannot 
«e  feen  during  divine  fervice.  There 
B,  no  communication  at  any  time  be- 
tween debtors  and  felons.  The  counlv 
•urnifhes  no  employment  Aere ; but 
inch  as  are  of  handicraft  trades  are  al- 
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charge  of  either  debtors  or  felons: 
but  the  under-f^eriff  demands  a fee  of 
Os^  8d.  for  his  liberate  from  every 
debtor,  except  thofe  difeharged  by  pro- 
clamation, or  imder  the  Lords  AS:. 
who  pay  no  fee.  Garnifh  is  abolifhed. 

i lie  gaoler  is  required  ont  of  the 
above  falary  to  find  three  turnkeys  and 
a caterer,  who  attend  every  day  at  nine 
o clock  and  three,  to  purcliafe  in  the 
town  whatever  prifoners  may  want 
(liquor  excepted),  alfo  eight  chaldron 
of  coals  a year,  and  draw,  mops,  tubs, 
buckets,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  prifon. 
Ihe  chaplain  is  required  to  do  duty 
three  times  a week,  one  of  which  is  to 
be  on  the  Sunday  with  a fermon  ; alfo 
to  attend  daily  thofe  under  fentence  of 
death.  The  worthy  niagiflrates  of  this 
divifion  are  not  only  very  humanely, 
but  very  reli^zioufly  attentive  to  the 
comforts  of  the  prifoners  ; having  or- 
dered any  fum,  not  exceeding  5!.  a 
year,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  chaplain, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  re- 
ligious tra61s  for  the  ufe  of  all  the  pri- 
foners. They  are  numbered  and  en- 
tered into  a book  when  delivered  out, 
are  called  in  once  a week,  and  then  re- 
delivered in  the  fame  manner;  by 
which  they  get  a change  of  reading, 
and  their  being  loll  or  deflroyed  is 
prevented  by  the  regularity  with  which 
it  is  done. 


lowed  to  work  on  their  own  account, 
4iad  generally  get  work  out  of  the 
lown.  There  is  a houfe  of  corre6lion 
m each  divifion  of  the  countv,  where 
»vork  is  furnifhed.  That  at  Kin  on, 
»or  the  divilion  of  Lindfay  (wiiich 
“omprizes  half  the  county),  isanewly- 
reiSled  and  convenient  buildins:,  tinder 
.''ery  good  regulation  ; the  emplov  in 
Ihe  wool-line.  The  others  are  at  Fal- 
finghain  for  the  parts  of  Kejieven,  and 
it  Spalding  for  the  parts  oi  Holland. 

Male  comd6ls  wear  acoiuitvclothlng 
i)f  drab  and  blue  coloured  cloth, 
debtors  and  felons  are  all  obliged  to 
iuttend  chapel.  The  whole  of  the  pri- 
son is  vvhitewaflied  once  a year,  and 
.he  day-rooms  twice,  or  oftener  if  they 
equire  it.  Two  guineas  are  paid  annu- 
lilly  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  the 
ooor  prifoners  in  the  King’s  Bench 
and  Marflialfea. 

OHlcers  and  falaries. — Gaoler,  John 
Merry  weather  300 1 per  annum chaji- 
*!ain,  Rev.  George  Davies  Kent,  50 1. 
ter  annum  \ furgeons,  Mefirs.  Paruel 
mid  Frankly n,  30 1.  per  annum. 

The  g*,olcr  has  no  fee*  oti  the  du- 


The  lurgeon  is  required  to  attend  all 
the  felons  and  certificated  debtors. 

County  allowance.— - Debtors  ob- 
taining a cerifeate,  of  their  having  no 
vifible  eflate  r)r  eft'ecls,  under  the  hands 
ot  the  minifter,  churchwarden,  and 
overfeers  of  the  pariih  they  lail  lived 
in,  are  allowed  bv  the  county  a pound 
and  a half  of  good  houfehold  bread  per 
day,  and  one  pound  of  good  beof  with- 
out bone  per  week.  The  bread  is  de- 
livered three  limes  In  the  week  in 
loaves  of  three  pounds  and  a half  each. 
The  whole  fnrnifl’ied  by  contrail.  Alfo 
four  chaldron  of  coals  ev-ery  year, 
which  are  diftributed  half  quarterly. 

N.B.  Thofe  debtors  who  receive  their 
fixpences  have  no  county  allowance  of 
for>d , 

When  it  is  confidered  that,  out  of 
175  felons  committed  in  (even  years, 
not  one  has  died  in  the  gaol,  and  that 
a great  proportion  of  them  were  ahnofl. 
eaten  u[)  with  filth  and  difeafe,  it  af- 
fords a (hiking  proof  not  only  of  the 
falubrity  of  its  (Itnaiion,  and  the 
healthinefs  of  the  prifon,  but  of  the 
great  care  and  attention  of  thofe  excel- 
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lent  iiiagidrates  who  ruperintend  the 
prh'on  CO  nee  me. 

Pjenefaciions. — From  a hirm  at  Rip- 
ham,  near  Lincoln,  in  tlie  tenure  of 
William  Gloliop,  pt'r  annum,  51.  From 
^ houl'e  in  Lincoln  in  ilte  occnpaiion 
of  Mrs.  Marv  Cnllen,  per  annum,  3 I. 
Sundry  benefaclions  from  ilieritf,  grand 
jnres,  &c.  8l. 

N limber  of  debtors,  Ang.  J2,  1802, 
eleven. 

Allowance  to  felons. — The  fame  al- 
lowance of  food  to  all  lire  felons  as  to 
the  certificated  debtors  ; alfo  four  chal- 
drons of  coals  per  year  difuibuted  half 
tjuarterly.  Iiacb  felon  lias  a rug,  three 
blankets,  and  draw  for  bedding.  In 
cafe  of  iilnefs,  the  furgeon,  when  it  is 
needfarv,  takes  off  the  county  allow- 
ance, and  orders,  at  the  cliarge  of  the 
county,  inch  diet  and  vuirfing  as  he 
fliall  think  proper.  The  gaoler  is  al- 
lowed Is.  per  mile  for  tlie  remo\al  of 
tranfports  and  other  oon\ lets.  Num- 
ber of  felons,  Aug.  12,  1802,  nine. 

Aflize  eonvicls  under  (entence  of 
trtinfportalion  have  the  king’s  allow- 
ance of  2s.  6(1.  inftead  of  the  ufual 
ronnty  allowance.  Tlie  number  of 
feh'iis  committed  to  ihe  Cafhe  in  the 
lad  feven  years,  175,  of  whom  38 
were  capitally  convicted,  and  11  exe- 
cuted, including  the  two  who  are  to 
fuffer  this  morning,  and  uhum  1 was 
plealed  to  lee  veherd.iv  intent  on  ilie  r 
devotions,  and  diliacnilv  preparing  for 
ihe  awful  change  tbev  were  fo  loon 
to  undergo,  h'lie  ceil  in  which  they 
■svere  confined  was  Ipacions  and  airy, 
and  opened  into  a conrt-vard.  I cari 
form  a tolerable  good  judgment  of  a 
gaoler  from  the  countenances  of  his 
prifnners.  Conipiacencv,  fnhmidion, 
and  good  order,  v.’ere  vifilde  in  every 
part  of  this  wadl-rcgnlated  prifon  ; a 
tore  proof  that  the  keeper  is  Inteliigenl, 
active,  and  iiumane. 

d he  eonnty  does  not  allow  bedding 
to  the  poor  or  ceriificated  debtors  ; but 
has  fet  apart  a large  d ly-  room  and  a 
large  night-room,  free  of  rent  or  any 
charge  vvhate\er,  for  the  nie  of  thole 
who  chule  to  find  then  owii  bedding. 

Malter-fide  debtors,  or  thole  who 
can  afford  it,  may  go  into  rooms  fnr- 
lullied  by  the  gtioler,  (or  which  they 
pay,  if  two  deep  together.  Is  3d.  pern 
week  each  ; if  a debtor  has  a bed  to 
himfelf,  2s.  6(1.  per  week.  'The  num- 
ber of  debtors  committed  to  Lincoln 
Cafiie  in  the  lalf  (even  years,  365  ; of 
which  122  were  lor  lams  from  10 1.  to 


20 1.  ; and,  of  the  whole  number,  li 
were  difeharged  without  the  j)lainilfi! 
obtaining  one  farthing  of  either  debl( 
cods  ; a proof  of  the  exceeding  foIJ 
of  being  fb  fiimulated  by  their  jraffion 
as  to  go  to  law  with  fellovv-ereaturf 
too  poor  and  miferable  to  afford  an 
profpe61  of  payment;  for  fueh  thol' 
nml't  be  who  are  certijicaied. 

Lincoln  Cily  and  County  Gaol.—~S&\ 
mnel  Tnke,  jun.  gaoler;  faiary,  40h. 
fees  on  difehargeof  debtors  and  felon;  1 
6s.  8(1.  ; Garnilh  aboliOied.  No  regula 
furgeon;  when  one  is  wanted,  he  ii 
Tent  by  the  City,  and  makes  a bill.  Th‘ 
City  likewKc  jrays  the  felon's  fees;  but 
the  debtor  is  required  to  pay  his  owr 
fees,  or  be  detained.  Divine  fervict 
has  iKwer  been  performed  by  any  on:j 
to  the  prifoners.  Allowance  lo'^poal 
debtors  and  (elons.  Is.  6(1.  a weeW 
tiieciiy  furnilhes  no  employment,  bn 
allows  flraw  on  the  floor,  a blanket 
and  a rug,  to  each  prifoner.  ] 

This  gaol  at  the  Stone  Bow-gate  hai| 
one  room,  about  13  feet  fquare,  fo:l 
men  debtors,  and  one,  about  8 feel 
fquare,  for  women,  both  up-ftairs  ; iit| 
each  a lire-iriace.  The  rooms  for  criij 
niiiials  are  two  dungeons  down  threq 
fte[)s  ; one  has  a flagged,  the  other  r! 
damp  earth  floor.  In  one  of  them  (13 
feet  4 inches  by  12  feet  2 inches)  is  r 
cage,  in  wdiich  the  fickly  woman  felon 
was  locked  up  at  night ; the  othes 
room  is  about  Q feet  fquare;  both  dark 
and  very  onenflve,  having  neither  liglr 
nor  air  but  what  is  received  tlirough  a 
(mall  iron-grated  window  to  eacH 
room,  about  2 feet  fquare;  and  evenj 
this  (inall  portion  of  light  and  air  is  a!-! 
mod  totally  excluded  by  the  number? 
of  people  continually  at  the  window; 
talking  with  the  prifoners,  frequently 
gi\ing  them  liipior  to  excefs,  andi 
which  the  utmoll  vigilance  of  the 
keeper  cannot  prevent.  Tb.e  bars  of 
the  (mail  iron-grated  window  are  wide 
enough  apart  to  admit  a i)oi  of  beer,: 
with  which  pub’icans  fnpply  them  at 
all  hirurs ; and  (pintuous  liquors  are 
conveyed  to  the  prifoners  in  the  fame 
manner  by  vagrants.  The  gaoler  told 
me  that,  in  July,  1801,  he  had  nearly} 
loll  his  life  by  four  intoxicated  felons, 1 
to  whom  a ioldier’s  muflvct  had  bheni 
eonvey'cd  tlirough  the  grating;  that,, 
ill  order  to  put  a flop  to  the  introduc-; 
tion  of  fpiriis,  he  had  a perforated  tin- 
plate put  over  the  w Indow  ; but  this  h 
was  f'oon  obliged  to  remove  for  fear  ot 
(uflocating  his  prifoners  : auUeven  tliisi 
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805.]  Mr.Neild’s  Remarks  on  Prifons  in  Lincolnfliire.  i«a 
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ilaledid  not  prevent  the  prifoners  from 
eceiving  fpirituons  liquors  conveved 
iirough  a tobacco-pipe  No  court- 
ard.  No  water  accellible  to  the  pri- 
i»ner.  A half- tub  in  each  room  I'erves 
ne  purpofc  of  a neceifary.  In  the 
age  abovementioned  the  deeper  told 
ne  he  has  had  five  perfons  locked  up 
t night  for  a month.  Number  of  pri- 
nners,  Aiiguft  12,  1802,  one  debtpr, 
ne  felon;  Aug,  13,  1804,  ©ne debtor, 
even  felons.  The  prifoners  have  uvw 
nod  water  and  a privy  : and,  as  ihe 
rity  has  purchaled  a piece  ol  ground, 
md  are  going  to  build  a new  gaol,  it 
aay  be  fairly  prefumed  they  will  imi- 
ttte  the  County  in  adls  ofhumanity. 

Lincoln  Houfe  of  CorreSiion  is  in"  the 
Iheep-market,  and  confifis  of  two 
Doms  about  15  feet  fquare,  and  a 
mall  court-yard.  Employment,  fpin- 
iing  and  carding  wool.  Thole  who 
-e  committed  to  hard  labour  receive 
’vo-pence  in  a {billing  of  their  earn- 
«gs,  the  reft  is  accounted  for  to  the 
ty  ; other  prifoners  receive  one-half 
leir  earnings,  and  the  keeper  the 
tlher  half.  The  Acl  for  the  preferva- 
lon  of  health,  and  claufeg  againft  fpi- 
itiious  liquors,  both  hung  up.  White- 
'•afhed  about  twm  years  ago.  No  di- 
ne fervice  or  any  religious  attentions 
'•hatever.  Allowance,  4d.f  a day. 
Lirgeon  from  the  city  when  wantecJ. 
-lank  bedfteads  with  firaw,  two  blan- 
ets  and  a rug,  to  each  prifbner. 
Zeeper,  Samuel Tuke,  fen.;  falary,  lOJ. 


Prifoners,  Auguft  12,  1802,  two  men. 
one  woman. 

Kcmark  upon  Trent  Town-gaol  and 
SruletoelL~W,l\mo  Cropper,  gaoler; 
laiaiy,  U)l.  out  of  which  he  finds’ ftraw 
tor  the  prifoners.  Fees ; debtors,  4 s.  - 
felons,  13$.  4th  No  chaj)lain,  nor  any 
religious  attentions.  Surgeon,  when 
wanted,  from  the  workhoufe.  Aftow- 
ance,  3d.  a day.  No  cmplovment. 
1 his  pnlon  adjoins  the  workhoufe,  has 
two  rooms  above  and  one  below,  about 
22  feet  by  12,  with  arched  roofs  Iba- 
floors,  and  a fire-place.  Each  room 
has  one  double-bar  iron-grated  win- 
dow for  light  and  ventilation.  There 
IS  a ilnbl  court,  26  feet  by  U),  with  a 
pump  in  it,  but  no  iewer,  a half-tub 
in  each  room  being  fubftituted  for  that 
purpofe.  The  rooms  and  (laircafes 
were  very  dirty,  not  having  been 
whitewaflied  for  five  years.  Below,  is 
a horrid  dungeon,  down  14  fteps,  about 
22  feet  by  12,  totally  dark  ; the  only 
light  or  ventilation  it  ever  receives  is 
from  an  aperture  in  the  door,  about 
6 inches  by  4,  which  is  opened  to  o we 
the  prifoner  his  food:  damp  rnud-floor. 
The  keeper  informed  me,  that  in  the 
winter  the  water  was  !6  inches  deep 
in  it.  There  is  one  room  without  the 
prifon-wall,  about  15  feet  by  8,  in 
which  women  are  occafionally  put. 
and  for  the  admillion  of  light  and  air 
there  is  a circular  grating  over  |:he 
door.  Prifoner,  xlug.  18,  180.3,  one. 
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SECOND  EXTRACT  from  the  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE 

FOR  MARCH,  1805. 


tt  Samhrook  Court. 

Mr.  Urban, 

Had  not  God,  for  fome  ftrong  pur- 

pofe,  fteel’d 

"he  hearts  of  men,  they  muft  perforce 
have  melted  ; 

*.nd  Barbarifm  itfelf  have  pitied  ” 

Shakspeare,  Rich.  II. 

A ’WRITER  under  the  fignature 
t)f  Clericus  Londinen/is , vol.  - 
..NXIV.  p.  1189,  introduces  his  let- 
.ler  with  complaining  of  ihe  pamful  fen-, 
utions  he  has  experienced  in  perufing 
he  account  of  prifons,  occafionally 
lEmblilhed  in  your  Mifcellany  5 but,  leil 
t might  have  been  imagined  that  his 
Tufferings  originated  from  contemplat- 
ng.tbe  miferies  of  his  unfortunate  fel- 
ow  creatures,  and  the  neglecd  of  paf- 
loral  inilruclion,  he  deduces  them  from 
thecircumdanceol  theevils  havingbeen 
made  public;  and  not  from  the  exift- 
lence  of  the  evils  thernfelves  1 Another 
[Clergyman  might  hence  have  queried, 

■“  Clericus  ! haft  thou  ever  weigh’d  a figh  ? 

! Or  ftudied  the  philofophy  of  tears  ? 

Haft  thou  defcended^deep  into  the  breaft, 
And  feen  their  fource  ?” 

Young,  Nt.  5. 1.  4i6=. 

Many  other  refpeHable  chara61ers 
d\['o  pamful  fenfations  on  the 
perulal  of  the  fame  account  of  prifons, 
but  from  a very  different  caufe,  and 
which  they  have  endeavoured  to  remove, 
bv  removing  thofe  evils  of  fuffering  hu- 
manity which  excited  them  ; hence 
numerous  have  been  the  letters  of  ap- 
probation received,  from  diftinguiffed 
legal  and  political  characlers ; and  high- 
ly beneficial  to  the  prifoner  has  been 
the  refult,  in  the  amelioration  of  his 
treatment,  and  in  the  improved  con- 
dition of  his  confinement.  In  the  laft 
letter  I received  from  Neild,  he  aflures 
me,  that  in  confequence  alone  of  the 
letters  on  prifons,  fome  hundreds  of 
pounds  have  been  tranfmitted  to  him 
for  the  benefit  of  prifoners,  and  hence 
it  may  be  candidly  concluded  thatCly- 
ricus  Londinenfis  is  not  iupporled  in 
his  affertiofi  that,  “ the  way  Dr.  Lett- 
fom  has  done,  is  not  a proper  moue 
of  turning  the  attention  of  the  piibhck 
towards  this  important  point.”  He 
adds,  what  the  labours  of  HoAvard  and 
Neild  can  controvert,  that  “ inlorrna*- 
tion  of  this  kind  coming  from  an  in- 


dividual is  liable  to  error,  and  tliere- 
lore  never  to  be  depeiided  on  ; and  con— 
lequently  no  thinking  man  will  pav 
any  great  attemion.to  n.”  Are  not  the 
lords  Buckingham,  Romney,  Sir  H. 
Mildmay,  Pitt,  Wilberforce,  and  other 
great  charaders,  who  have  adopt- 
ed the  ideas  of  Howard  and  Neild, 
thinking  men  ? 

Will  Clericus  Londinenfis  fo  far 
confirm  his  own  affertion,  and  fnpport 
his  own  veracity,  by  any  inllance  of 
the  Magiftrates,  or  any  public  mana- 
gers of  prifons,  having  colledively  ex- 
erted thernfelves  in  their  improvement, 
independently  of  being  firfi  excited  by 
individuals?  If  not,  with  what jufiice 
or  propriety  can  he  impeach  the  vera- 
city of  individuals,  and  publicly  de- 
clare, that  **  they  are  never  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  being  unw-orthy  of  the 
attention  of  any  thinking  man.” 

To  follow  C.  Ij.  in  his  various  other 
infinuaiions  would  require  more  leifure 
than  1 can  command,  and  more  pages 
than  could  be  allow'ed  in  a pulilicatioii 
defianed  for  mifcellaneous  reading-,  as 
be  introduces  the  prolific  topics  of 
Church  and  State  in  fupport  of  them  ; 
but  whllft  I would  avoid  unprofitabk 
political  and  'polemical  difcuflions,  T 
Iball  endeavour  to  condenfe  the  charges 
into  certain  leading  points,  and,  adding 
curfory  obfervations,  leave  the  reader 
t@  deduce  his  own  conclufions. 

1.  “ The  publick  b-v  knowing  the 
truth,  as  it  refpedls  the  date  of  prifons, 
will  Iwell  ihe  aggregate  ejiimatc  of  vice." 

Howard,  Neild,  and  others,  fob  the 
fpace  of  S3  years,,  have  been  engaged 
in  defcribing*  the  miferable  Hate  of  pn'i- 
fons,  but  the  aggregate  efiimateof  vice 
has  not  increafed.  The  evils  that  have 
been  partially  lemoved  may  he  af- 
cribed  in  great  meafiire  to  the  exer- 
tions of  (uch  individuals.  The  know- 
ledge of  the  exifience  of  tliefe  evils 
mull  neceifarily  precede  the  very  at- 
tempt to  remove  them*. 

- 2.  “ The  negletl  of  religious  atten- 
tion tO'  jirilons  w'ili  induce  fanatics  io 
intrude  thernfelves  into  thofe  places,  for 
the  purpqfe  of  forwarding  profclijiilrn.” 

Does  not  this  convey  a levere  ceufiire 
ovr  the  Eftablilbed  Clergy?  my  let- 
ters I have  afe;  ibed  the  ueglecl  of  pal- 
toral  care  to  the  manager‘s  ol  the  pri- 


* Hence  the  propriety  of  introducing  the  fubjedl  of  privies.  K the  mere  recital  of 
the  evils  pointed  out  has  given  fo  much  uneafmefs  to  C.  L.  w’aat  muft  the  poor  pri- 
foner who^lives  and  breathes  in  the  midftof  them  fuftain  ! Happdy,  however,  foi  their 
health  and  comfort,  by  the  remonftrances  of  Neild,  thele  dilgufting 
in  great  meafure  remioved,  but  not  till  they  were  expoled  and  reprobated,  me  gr...- 
cftlawgiver  that  ever  exifted,  Mofes,  introduces  fubjeas,  which  muft  appear  mucm 
moreindeUcateto  the  tender  f^^hngs  of  C.  L,  although  they  were 

rufal  of  both  fexes.  Compare  aifo  Ifaiah  ch.  xxxvi.  ver.  12,  which,  perhaps,  exct.m 
the  langu.age  of  Mofes,- 


( 3 ) 


fons,'  in  not  engaging  the  Clergy. 
Does  C.  L.  mean  to  fay,  that  where 
no  chaplain  is  appointed  the  prifoners 
fhould  not  be  allowed  the  performance 
of  any  religious  duties  ? If,  however, 
he  w^ould  take  the  trouble  of  vifiting 
the  prifbns,  even  of  the  Metropolis, 
he  would  find  lefs  fpiritual  than  fpi- 
rituous  fanaticifm.  But  C.  L.  cannot 
be  ignorant,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
profeiytifm  he  alludes  to  is  owing  to 
very  difterent  caules  j one  of  the  mofl 
prominent  of  which  is  in  the  fylleni 
of  the  places  for  worfhip,  which  do 
not  admit  of  adequate  accommodation 
for  the  poor ; a circumiiancfe  much 
lamented  by  many  orthodox  and  dif- 
tinguinied  clergymen.  Will  C.  L.  be 
ib  communicative  as  to  name  the  pri- 
fons  he  may  have  pioufly  vifited,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  impious  intrufion 
of  fanatics  ? As  he  is  thus  publicly  im- 
portuned, he  wall  entail  no  cenfure  of 
vanity,  or  impeachment  of  modehy,  in 

his  making  a public  avowal,  after  ha- 
ving exhibited  a public  charge  of  fanati- 
cifm, and  ftigmatized  it  with  feveritv. 

3;  In  a political  point  of  view', 
exciting  the  clamours  of  a fablious 
mob,  and  furnifhing  inflruments  for 
difcontent ; while  our  forefathers  vi’ere 
more  fee  ret  in  flate  affairs  than  their 
pofterity,  and  their  policy  w'as  more 
judicious,” 

The  loyalty  of  the  people  is,  I be- 
lieve, more  general  than  was  ever  pre- 
vioiilly  know'll  in  this  kingdom  ; nor 
do  I conceive  that  political  difeontent 
can  be  excited  by  a candid  account  of 
prifons ; wliich  exhibits  the  improved 
fiate  of  fome  of  them,  whilft  it  points 
out  the  evils  of  others,  w'ith  the  ineaiis 
ol  correction  j and  which,  if  attende-^l 
to,  would  prevent  rather  than  produce 
political  anarchy. 

As  to  the  fecrecy  of  our  forefathers, 
lecom mended  by  C.  L,  does  it  refer  to 
the  8tar-chamb\-r,  or  to  prifons  with 
ouhhettes,  one  or  two  of  which  ftill 
exift,  though  not  now  appropriated  to 
any  oblivious  acl ! Nor  do.  I admit 
that  the  prefent  is  worfe  than  the  pre- 
ceding age,  although  this  fpecies  of 
cenfure  was  even  anterior  to  Horace 
who  obferves,  ^ 

Hamnofa  quid  non  imminuit  dies  ? 

Aitas  parentum  pegor  avis  tulit 
Nos  nequiores,  mox  daturos 
Progeniem  vitioliorem  f . 

4.  To  individuals  it  belongs  not 
to  take  cognizance  of  things  out  of 


their  own  fphere.” 

This  has  been  the  language  adoptei 
to  oppofe  improvemeaits  or  reforma 
tion,  as  long  as  hilftory  has  exiftedi 
Had  it  been  always  fuccefs fully  a6lec 
upon,  Paganifm  would  Itill  have  e.x 
eluded  C/hiiliianity  5 and  with  binila 
exclamation  to  the  Jews  of  Theffalo 
nica,  the  reforming  voice  of  Luthei 
had  been  thus  filenced  : “ Thefe  tha 
have  been  every  where  the  diflurber; 
of  the  public  peace  (turned  the  work 
npfide  dow'n),  are  come  hither  alfo.’ 
Acis,  ch.  xvi.  ver.  6. 

The  narrative  pathetically  deferibed 
by  qur  Saviour,  of  a Prieft  and  a Sa- 
maritan,  is  likewife  applicable  liere. 
1 he  latter,  though  engaged  in  a jour 
ney,  when  he  law  even  a ftranger  in 
a hate  ol  diftrefs  ; flopped,  went'^ip  to 
him,  and  afforded  him  every  relief  in 
his  power;  but  a certain  priefl  (not 
Clencus  Londinenfis),  who  happened  to 
be  travelling  that  way,  looked  upon 
him,  and  (not  being  difpofed  to  go  out 
his  of  own  fphere)  unfeelingly  paffed 
on.”  Luke  X.  31. 

To  defeend  to  our  owm  times ; Sew'- 
ell,  late  of  Cornhill,  a bookfeller,  took 
cognizance  of  things  out  of  liis  own 
fphere,  and  founded  the  Society  for  the 
Improvement  of  Naval  Architeclure. 
Clark,  a private  gentleman,  who,  per- 
haps, had  never  feen  a navy,  or  even 
the  lea,  fuggefled  the  plan  of  breaking- 
the  enemy’s  line  of  battle.  HerfchelL 
a Mufician,  had  the  boldnels  to  rails 
his  daring  eye  to  the  Georgium  Sidus. 
Indeed  it  w'ould  fill  a volume  to  enu- 
merate the  names  of  thole  illuflrious 
benefactors  of  mankind  w’ho  have  ven- 
tured to  take  cognizance  of  things  out 
of  their  own  fphere;  how'ever  they 
might  be  reprobated  by  the  ignorant 
and  petulant. 

5.  “ A formal  exordium  by  another 
fbould  not  precede  a Ample  narrative 
of  faefls.” 

It  does  not  become  my  pen  to  flate 
the  utility  of  the  exordia  alluded.  My 
friend  Neild  has,  how-ever,  repeatedly 
aflured  me,  that  without  them  his 
recent  obfervations  on  prifons  would 
have  remained  as  little  noticed  as  his 
publication  in  1800;  and  to  their  in- 
ffuence  on  the  publick  has  he  politely 
aferibed,  as  I have  already  intimated', 
the  receipt  of  pecuniary  gratuities  to 
priioners,  to  a conflderable  amount ; 
to  fuch  encouragement  it  is  owing  that 
the  leader  is  troubled  with  the  fi<5'na- 

of  J.  C.  Lettso^i. 


f Our  fathers  have  been  worfe  than  theirs 

And  we  than  ours  : next  age  will  fee 

A race  morp  profligate  than  we.  Roscommon 


Nicuops  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  tion'  Paffage,  Fleet  Street. 
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LETTER  XVII.  ON  PRISONS. 


tt  Sam  brook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban,  ^ 

April  14. 

N perilling  the  fol- 
^ ^ lowing,  timilar  re- 

j ^ fle£lions  might  be 
^ applied  as  were  ex- 


Q 


5 cited  by  the  ante- 
cedent  letter^  but 
here  indeed  the  contrail;  of  mifrule 
and  diforder  are  more  confpicuous, 
and  almoft  incredible  j for  who 
could  believe,  were  not  the  fa6l 
notorious  and  incontrovertible,  that 
in  all  the  prifons  of  the  great  and 
populous  towns  of  Sheffield  and 
Doncafter,  where  Vice,  as  is  the 
unhappy  lituation  of  all  manufac- 
turing places,  is  more  generally 
prevalent,  no  Chaplain  is  appointed 
for  the  inftrudion  of  the  prifoner, 
nor  confequently  any  divine  fervice 
performed,  to  enlighten  his  mind, 
and  beget  repentance  and  refor- 
mation ! 

If  the  promulgation  of  thofe  pure 
doctrines  of  Chriffianity,  dehgned 


to  promote  happinefs  here,  and  to 
transfer  it  to  eternity,  are  held  in 
little  eftimation  by  the  wealthy  ma- 
nufacturer, or  may  be  conlidered  as 
affording  too  great  and  confoling  a 
boon  to  a thoughtlefs  and  miferable 
fellow-creature  5 a fenfe  of  decent 
morality,  and  of  the  due  obfervance 
of  municipal  regulation  and  order, 
it  might  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
would  have  forced  itlelf  upon  the 
cold  and  prudent  conformift,  as  wcjl 
as  upon  the  wealthy  or  fordid  citi- 
zen, as  equally  conducive  to  their 
p?tvate  era<^Iument  and  public  fe- 
curity.  Glorious  it  is  to  the  ex- 
panded fyftem  of  genuine  Chriftia- 
nity,  as  it  was  once  declared,  that 
the  prifoner  was  vijited,  and  to 


the  poor  the  Gqfpel  was  preached ’ 
but,  although  the  Mammon  of  Shef- 
field may  not  feel  the  fympathies  of 
humanity,  nor  his  votaries  the  ami- 
ties of  the  Gofpel,  a regard  to  the 
peace  of  the  citizens,  and  of  fub- 
miffion  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  it 
might  have  been  prefumed,  would 
have  induced  the  managers,  whilft 
they  difregarded  the  functions  of 
Religion,  at  lead;  to  have  ordered 
the  a6t  for  the  prefervation  of  health, 
and  the  claufe  againfl:  the  ufe  of  fpi  - 
rituous  liquors,  to  be  hung  up,  being 
individuals  equally  amenable  to  the 
laws  as  the  moft  abjeCf  prifoner  un- 
der their  controul ; and  their  non- 
obfervance  of  them  certainly  is  more 
criminal  in  proportion  to  their  fupe- 
rior  rank  and  information.  If  moral 
and  judicial  apathy  be  thus  fuperad- 
ded  to  the  negledl  of  religious  duties 
in  the  governors  and  diredfors  of 
the  difmal  chambers  of  human  de- 
pravity and  mifery,  will  not  the  mo- 
rals of  the  intoxicated  and  impri- 
foned  objedts  necefiarily  amalgamate 
with  the  deferiptibh  of  the  Poet  ? 

“ Forthwith  Reafon  quits 
Her  empire  to  confufion,  and  mifrule, 
And  vain  debates  ; then  twenty  tongues 
at  once  [heard 

Confpire  in  fenfelefs  jargon;  nought  is 
But  din,  and  various  clamour,  and  mad 
rant.” 

Phillips’s  Cyder,  b.  Ill,  p.  114. 

The  neceffity  of  reviling  and  im- 
proving our  penal  laws  has  long 
been  urged  by  fome  of  the  beft-in- 
formed  Legifiators  in  this  king- 
dom ; whilft  others  have  concluded 
that  the  difficulties  were  either  in- 
furmountable,  or  that  their  anti- 
quity had  rendered  them  too  vene- 
rable for  the  touch  of  modern  re- 
formers; but  is  it  not  furprizing 
that,  whilR  improveiii«iit  is  pro- 

greiiive 
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gre (Tive  in  every  other  department  he  converted  to  the  religion  of 
of  human  mconomy  and  conveni-  ChrifI; : 


ence,  the  I/nv  Ihiould  alone  afford 
an  exception,  and  error  be  tole- 
ra?ed  as  venerable  becaufe  it  claims 
anl'quity  ? Had  the  laws  of  the 
IVJedes  and  Peifians  never  been 
changed,  what  a baneful  fyfiem  of 
jurifprudonce  muft,  have  governed 
the  human  race  ! A fyftem  as  unjuf- 
tifiable  as  the  pradtice  in  the  courts 
of  the  Sheffield  prifon  for  debtors, 
Avhere  the  cofts  of  a fuit  in  Vvdiich 
one  penny  damagei  was  given  a- 
mounted  to  feventeen  JJiillings  and 
Jix~pence*  ! In  order  to  make  error 
appear  venerable,  antiquity  indeed 
might  here  be  appealed  to  as  high  at 
lead;  as  Shakspsare,  who  exclaims, 

“ Merciful  heav’n  ! 

Thou  rather  with  thy  fharp  and  fulph’rous 
bolt 

Split’ft  the  unwedgeable  and  gnarled  oak 
Than  the  foft  my i tie.” 

Meafure  for  Meafure,  adlll.  fc.  7. 

As  the  fun,  after  being  obfcured 
by  a dark  cloud,  appears  more  lu- 
minous, and  the  calm  that  fucceeds 
a dorm  is  contemplated  with  in- 
creafed  fatisfadlion fo  the  mind, 
retreating  from  the  repulfive  dun- 
geons of  Done  after  and  Sheffield, 
dwells  upon  Wakefield  hoiife  of  cor- 
reSiion  with  a degree  of  pleafure 
that  might  otherwife  have  proved 
lefs  gratifying,  and  views  chaftife- 
ment  with  compatlion  elevated  by 
hope,  and  the  nnflibfion  of  punilh- 
ment  as  conducive  to  moral  reflec- 
tion arrd  future  reformation.  In  this 
contrail;  of  virtuous  management 
and  pious  lurveillance  in  the  ma- 
-gidrates  of  Wakefield,  I am  led  to 
apply  individually  the  words  of  Xi- 
menes,  as  fpoken  by  that  virtuous 
cardinal  to  a Moorilh  prince  whom 


Hence  the  true  Chriftian,  lord  of  appe- 
tite, [ments. 

The  vanquiflier  of  low  but  fierce  refent- 
Which  in  a painful  fever  keep  the  foul 
Free  from  impediments,  purfues  with  ar-  i 
dour 

All  that  adorns  and  meliorates  the  man. 
That  pohfhes  our  life,  or  fooths  its  ills. 
Whene’er  Compaflion  with  her  glift’ning 
e.3'e 

Points  to  the  fqualid  cottage  of  Affliftion, 
Jews,  Moors,  and  Infidels,  are  all  his 
brethren.  [land, 

Could  he  in  feme  remote  and  barbarous 
By  powerful  gold,  or  falutary  arts,  [joy. 
Make  pale  difirefs.  give  v.^ay  to  blooming 
He ’d  traverfe  wilds  or  fwelling  feas  to  court 
The  god-like  office  ; his  expanded  heart 
In  every  climate  feels  itfelf  at  home.” 

Stockdale’s  Ximenes. 

A fair  Correfpondent,  w'hefe 
friend  (hip  and  infirudtion  I cannot 
tdo  highly  efiimate,  and  wh@fe 
youth  and  beauty,  however  attrac- 
tive, are  lefs  fo  than  her  mental' 
charms,  has  thus  exprefled  herfelf 
upon  the  philanthropic  fentiments 
exhibited  in  this  tragedy  : 

I wifli  the  world  at  large  would 
contemplate  thele  lines,  and  then  have 
their  eyes  direSied  to  their  glorious  ac- 
compli fli  men  t in  the  perfon  of  Mr. 
Neild.^  Such  examples  might  aroufe 
the  fpirit  of  Chriftian  charity,  now 
deeping  in  the  bofoms  of  many  rich 
and  powerful  men.  How  few  are  there 
who  confider  their  overflowing  coffers 
as  the  trealuries  of  the  poor!  How 
few  who  have  ever  known  the  deli- 
cious melody  of  a voice  trembling  with 
rapturous  gratitude!  who  have  tailed 
the  tears  o(  compaflion  ! who  have  ban- 
queted on  the  fmiles  of  the  unfortunate, 
who,  but  for  their  confolations,  never 
Avould  have  fmiled  again  ! Such  bllfs  is 
not  of  Mahomet’s  paradife,  neither  is  it 
of  the  Sybarite. luxuries  of  this  world.” 


* One  of  thefe  warrants  is  now  in  my  pofleffion;  but,  from  fubfequent  enquiry 

does  not  ap^pear  that  thefe  courts  are  more  fevere  or  expenfive  than  others  in  gener; 
although  the  trivial  fums  for  which  fuits  are  inftituted  mutt  fall  heavily  upon  t 
lower  clufles  of  the  community,  to  the  ruin  of  many  families,  and  thereby  annual 
augnaent  the  pooi -rates  the  amount  of  which  is  now  become  fuch  an  evil,  as,  in  t 
opinion  of  the  excc.knt  Bernard  (Introduftion  for  bettering  the  Condition  of  the  Poo, 
IS  even  more  alarming  than  the  national  debt.  What  muft  be  the  refult  of  lOO  0, 
iaw-fuits  a yjar  but  beggary  to  many?  The  event  of  a fuit  has  often  been  to  bo 
plaintiff  and  defendant  connnement  in  the  fame  prifon.  From  a letter  I received  y< 

conficleration,  and  that  his  remaiks  may  be  communicated  to  the  publick. 
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1805.1  Mr»  Neild’s  Remarks 

May  it  be  felt  in  the  bofom  of 
every  magiftrate,  and  polfefs  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  controul  the 
captive,  and  diredt  the  deftinies  of 
the  miferable,  is  the  wifh  of 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 

Doncajler  Town-gaol.  Jofeph  Far- 
rington, ferjeant  at  mace,  gaoler,  and 
Thomas  Hill,  beadle  of  the  town,  de- 
puty. Salary,  10 1.  10  s.  and  cloaihs  and 
a laced  hai  every  year.  Fees  : debtors, 
2s.  6d.  ; felons.  Is.  4d.  Tranfports,  1 s. 
per  mile.  No  chaplain,  or  religions  at- 
tentions. Surgeon  from  the  Difpeidarv 
when  wanted.  Allowance,  4d.  and 
bd.  per  day. 

This  gaol  is  a detached  building  in 
St.  Sepulchre  Gate-ftreet,  and  has  a 

ihoufe  for  the  keeper  which  overlooks 
' the  court  j there  is  infcribed  on  a done 
in  front,  John  Whitaker,  efq.  Mayor 
1779*  ^^1  defcriptions  of  prifoners 

there  is  a fmall  flaaaed  court-yard  w’ith 
a pump  in  it.  Felons  have  two  good, 
fized  rooms  below,  one  of  which  is  to- 
tally dark,  except  a fmali  ap.erture  in 
the  doorj  the  other  has  an  iron  gra‘ed 
window  not  glazed,  and  a fmall  aper- 
i ture  in  the  door ; over  thefe  are  two 
rooms  with  iron-grated  and  glazed  win- 
^ dows  for  debtors,  each  of  the  doors 
; has  a fmall  aperture  ; the  rooms  have 
! fire-places,  and  the  Borough  allows 
1 • fireing  in  the  winter,  Itraw  on  wmod 
■ bedheads,  two  blankets  and  a rug. 
Debtors  are  committed  to  this  gaol  by 
procefs  iffuing  out  of  Borough  Writs 
to  any  amount,  as  are  likewhe  thofe 
for  fmall er  fums,  by  the  Court  of  Re- 
quefts. . 

There  being  no /eittcr,  or  means  for 
! decent  cleanlinefs,  the  prifon  was  moft 
I intolerably  offenfive  at  my  vifit ; and 
the  gaolor  told  me  it  was  ufualiy  fo, 
and  that  it  had  been  whitewafhed  but 
twice  in  ten  years  by  the  Corporation, 
but  that  the  prifoners  had  fometimes 
bought  whitewafh  and  done  it  ihem- 
lelves.  Prifoners,  Augull  14,  18G2, 
one  debtor,  one  felon,  both  together ! 
Sheffield  Prifon,  for  debtors.  Gaoler, 
, Godfrey  Fox  ; falary,  none.  Fees,  in 
I the  High  Court,  for  commitment,  and 
turnkey,  ll.  5 s.  In  the  Low  Court 
6d.  Garnifh  2s.  6d.  High  Court 
debtors;  Low  Court  debtors  Is.  2d. 
(This  is  expended  for  coals,  candles, 
and  foap,  for  their  mutual  benefit.) 
Chaplain  none,  nor  anyvellgious  at- 
tention paid  to  prifoners.  Surgeon : 
Mr.  Moorhoufe  attends  the  fick  in  pri- 
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fon  as  furgeon  for  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  from  whom  he  has  a falary.  Allow- 
ance : None,  but  cafual  relief  from  the 
overfeers  of  the  poor  to  thofe  who  cannot 
work  ; in  which  cafe  High  Court  debtors 
have  3s.  and  Low  Court  2s.  per  week. 

T bis  gaol  for  the  liberty  of  Hallani- 
fldre  is  the  property  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  is  (or  debtors  only,  and 
thofe  of  two  defcriptions,  commonly 
called  the  High  and  Low  Court  pri- 
foners, viz.  the  High  are  detained  for 
debts  above  ten  pounds,  by  virtue  of  a 
procefs  from  the  courts  at  Wellminfler, 
clireeded  to  the  chief  bailiff  of  the  liberty 
of  Hallamfliire,  &:c. ; and  are  entitled  to 
the  fame  privileges  in  the  law  as  pri- 
foners in  York  caffle.  They  have  a 
day-room  about  five  yaids  fquare, 
which  has  two  windows  that  look  into 
the  fireet,  and  four  rooms  up  flairs, 
tw'o  for  men,  and  one  for  women  to 
fleep  in  ; the  fourth  is  a work-fhop. 
The  keeper  furniflies  beds  at  lO^d.  per 
week  each,  and  two  fleep  in  a bed. 
Prifoners,  14lh  Nov.  1801,  four;  i4ih 
Auguft  1802,  five. 

The  Low  Court  prifoners.  are  de- 
tained for  debts  under  40s.  by  virtue, 
of  a procefs  from,  the  court-baron  of 
the  manor  of  Sheffield,  held  under  a 
particular  aft  of  parliament  obtained 
for  that  purpofe,  direfting  that  three 
months  imj^rifonment  fhal!  difeharge 
the  prifoner  from  debt  and  cofis,  if 
tlie  fame  be  not  fooner  paid  or  (inis- 
fied  They  have  two  rooms,  about 
5 yards  by  4 each,  with  fire-places  ; 
the  iron-grated  windows  look  into  the 
court,  in  thefe  they  work  and  fleep, 
which  makes  them  filthy  beyond  de- 
feription ; and  four  rooms  are  lately 
added  at  the  top  of  the  houfe,  one  of 
which  is  for  the  women  at  night.  Pri- 
foners find  their  own  ftraw-  and  firing. 
The  court-vard  has  a damp  earth  floor, 
and  is  1 2 yards  by  6.  It  is  the  only  one, 
and  where  both  fexes  affbeiate  toge- 
ther. At  mv  vifit,  Sunday,  1.0th  Au- 
guft  1802,  the  low-court  prifoners 
were  bufv  fifting  cinders  in  it;  the 
allies  of  which  they  fell  for  three  flnl- 
lings  per  load.  There  were  then  about 
two  cart  loads,  which  were  to  be 
fetched  away  next  day.  Upon  con- 
verfing  with  the  civil  and  coinnuinica- 
tive  gaoler,  I found  their  debts  were 
frequently  for  the  non-payment  ofale- 
hoiife  fcores  ; and  this  I have  obferved 
to  be  the  cafe  in  mod  larae  tnannfic- 
* See  the  aft  of  the  Court  Baron  -iyth 
of  Geo.  II. 
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taring  towns,  where  idlenefs  and  drun- 
kenncfs  prevail.  It  would  operate  a 
good  effeft,  if,  in  the  bills  for  the  re- 
covery of  frnall  debts,  there  was  a 
clmife  to  prohibit  arrejls  for  thofe  con- 
tratded  in  public  hoiifes.  The  aftions 
entered  in  Sheffield  Court  every  three 
weeks  are  on  an  average  300  ; and,  the 
gaol  being  fmall,  it  frequently  happens 
that  there  are  more  warrants  againfl 
the  perfons  of  defendants  than  can  be 
executed  between  court-day  and  court- 
day. 

There  is  no  difference  in  the  length 
of  time  of  commitment  between  one 
penny  damages  and  39s.  lid.;  to  ei- 
ther of  w’hich  the  cofls  are  always 
added,  and  are  of  the  fame  amouns 
viz.  ll.  3s.  t)d.  on  trial,  and  17s.  6d. 
on  enquiry. 

Water  is  acceffible  to  all  during  the 
day,  and  to  fill  their  jjitchers  at  night. 
Prifoners,  I4th  Nov.  1801,  fourteen  ; 
Auguft  14,  1802,  feventeen. 

Sheffield  Town  Gaol,  the  Lobbies  un- 
der the  Town-hall;  three  dark  ceils, 
w'hich  open  into  a narrow  paffage,  the 
large!!  eight  feet  fquare,  and  fix  feet 
high.  Each  door  has  an  aperture  of 
lix  inches  diameter.  Plank  bedheads, 
with  draw.  An  oftenfn^e  fewer  in  the 
corner  of  each  cell.  When  the  quar- 
ter-feffions  are  held  at  this  town,  of- 
fenders are  locked-up  a night  or  two 
in  this  piifon.  I went  into  ii  (thougli 
in  dav-time)  with  a liglued  candle. 
Prifoners,  14th  Augul!  1302,  none, 

Sheffield-i>aol,  for  tlie  Manor  of  Ec- 
chjhall,  is  the  projterty  of  Earl  Fitz- 
wiiliam,  built  about  ten  years  ago  ; 
Gaoler,  William  Nwclham  ; (alary, 
none.  Fees  on  dilcharge,  6d.  ; gar- 
nifli.  Is.  2d.  x\llowance  and  regula- 
tions, the  lame  as  the  l^ow  Court 
ibebtors  in  the  town.  A court,  18 
vards  by  15,  with  a pnmp  in  it  ; a 
(lav-room,  about  14  yards  fquare,  in 
(vhich  debtors  work  ; two  lodgit>g- 
rooms,  6 yards  by  3 yards,  with  tw© 
large  glazed  windows  ; the  rooms  are 
partitioned  oil',  to  receive  fix  dcbicrs 
iingly,  who  find  their  owni  beds,  or 
draw.  The  average  number  of  prifon- 
ers  here,  is  five;  but  there  was  none 
at  mv  vifir,  the  14th  of  i\uguli,  1802. 
In  none  of  the  Siieffielcl  prilims,  is 
the  A6!  for  the  prePrvalion  of  health, 
or  the  claules  againfl  fpirituons  liquors, 
hung  up  ; neither  is  there  any  chap- 
lain, or  any  religious  attention  what- 
ever paid  to  the  prifoners.  It  was, 
therefore,  without  furprize  I found  the 


Low  Court  debtors  bufily  employed  in 
fifting  cinders  on  a Sunday. 

Houfe  of  Correction,  Wakefeld.-— 
Gaoler,  Charles  S.  V.  Straubenzee; 
falary,  250l. ; an  excellent  houfe  to 
live  in,  with  coals  allowed,  and  taxes, 
paid  by  the  county.  Chaplain,  Rev. 
Mr.  Brown  ; falary,  50l.;  dutv  tw  ice 
a week;  Thnriday,  prayers;  Sunday, 
prayers  and  a fermon.  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Walker;  makes  a bill. 

■ Allowance. -^Breakfafl  every  day, 
one  quart  of  oatmeal  pottage,  and  half 
a pound  of  bread  ; (upper,  the  fame. 
Sunday  and  Thurfday  dinner,  half  a 
pound  of  boiled  beef,  and  one  pound 
of  vegetables,  or  potatoes.  Monday 
and  Friday,  one  quart  of  broth  from  1 
beef  of  yefterday,  with  herbs,  and  half  i 
a pound  of  bread.  Tuef'dav,  quarter  : 
of  a pound  of  cheefe,  half  a {)Ound  of 
bread.  Wednefday,  one  quart  of  rice  ! 
and  oatmeal  pottage,  half  a pound  of  j 
bread.  Saturday,  one  quart  flew  of  j 
Heads  and  Bones.  The  flew  is  made 
of  fliin-bones  and  heads,  clean  waffied, 
after  the  proportion  of  two  bullock’s 
heads,  and  two  ffiin-bones,  for  120 
prifoners,  with  half  an  ounce  of  rice 
per  head.  It  is  made,  over  night,  with 
a flow  fire,  with  onions,  leeks,  and 
fait,  in  a boiler  which  confines  the 
fleam,  in  the  way  of  a digeller.  The 
rice  mnfl  be  fteeped  in  cold  water  all 
the  night,  and  pul  into  the  Itew  in  the 
morning. 

N.  B.  Breakfatl  delivered  at  eight 
o’clock  in  fummer,  and  nine  in  win- 
ter. Dinner  at  twelve.  Supper,  eight 
o’clock,  in  fummer;  fix  o’clock,  in 
winter.  The  table  of  diet  is  printed, 
and  flack  up  in  tlie  gaol. 

Tins  excellent  prifon  is  built  of 
(lone,  and  does  honour  to  the  AYeH 
Riding.  The  gaoler’s  honfe  fronts  the 
flreet,  and  is  feparated  from  the  prifon 
by  an  area,  near  half  an  acre,  of  which 
it  has  a complete  command.  Two 
turnkeys  are  allowed,  the  hrfl  at  one 
guinea,  the  fecond,  l6s.  per  week  ; 
and  a porter,  20l.  per  annum.  Tliefe 
men  are  (u|)plieJ  each  with  a houle 
and  coals  free,  and  live  within  the 
walls.  'Fhev  are  entirelv  under  the 
keeper’s  direction,  and  may  be  conti- 
nued or  dlfnilied  at  his  plealbre.  They 
are  jtaid  bv  ihe  keeper,  who  receives 
the  money  from  the  County  treafurer. 
The  tafk  mailer,  or  manufaclurer,  is 
chofen  by  the  magi  Urates.  They  allow 
him  lOOl.  a year : he  is  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  keeper,  and  obliged  to  affill 
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him  at  all  times  ; but  the  Gaolerhas  no 
power  to  dilmifs  him.  The  Quarter  Sef- 
tlons  are  held,  in  the  fpring,  at  Ponte- 
fra6l  only ; in  the  rummer,  at  Skipton, 
Bradford,  and  Rotherham  ; in  autumn, 
at  Knarefbro’,  Leeds,  and  Rotherham  ; 
and  in  winter,  at  Weatherby,  Wakefield, 
and  Doncafter.  The  prilbn  conflfts  of  a 
centre  and  two  wings ; the  icing 
has  51  cells,  being  17  on  each  floor, 
and  women  prifoners  are  confined  here ; 
each  has  a feparate  cell.  The  Centre 
has  two  large  rooms  on  the  ground- 
floor,  one  for  felons,  the  other  for 
inifdemcanours  ; and  feventeen  fleep- 
ing  cells  ; in  which  men  felons  are 
confined,  except  their  numbers  exceed 
that  of  the  cells,  then  two  fleep  toge- 
ther. The  Eajl  icing  has  45  cells, 
fourteen  on  the  firft  and  fecond  floors 
each,  and  (evenleen  on  the  upper  llory  ; 
all  of  them  have  arched  roofs,  are  7 
feet  9 inches  long,  by  6 feet  9 wide; 
and  are  fitted  up  with  iron  bedheads, 
flraw  mattrafs,  two  blankets,  a (beet, 
and  a rug.  The  lower  range  are 
warmed  by  the  pipe  of  a German-fiove 
pafling  through,  a!)d  are  thoroughly 
ventilated ; each  door  has  a cylinder, 
to  convey  provifions,  &c.  to  the  pri- 
foners ; the  upper  flories  are  like  the 
lower,  except  that  the  windows  are 
glazed  ; the  lobbies  are  very  fpacious 
and  airy,  plenty  of  water,  and  a feweTf 
judiciouflv  and  w'ell  contrived,  in  each. 
Amongft  the  cells,  are  fix  for  folitary 
confinement,  the  doors  of  which  have 
a cylinder  to  admit  provifions,  but  no 
light,  except  what  is  received  through 
a Irnall  circular  perforation.  The 
men’s  infirmary  has  three  fleeping- 
rooms,  with  three  beds  each,  and  a 
fitting-room  ; the  women’s  infirmary, 
two  ileeping-rooms,  with  three  beds 
each,  and  a fitting-room.  The  cook’s 
kitchen  has  a fmafl  room  attached  to 
it,  with  two  beds.  There  are  in  the 
prifon,  113  cells,  atu!  17  beds*  in 
rooms.  In  the  chapel,  the  men  fit 
below  ftairs  on  one  fide,  and  the 
women  on  the  other,  in  view  of  the 
minifter,  but  out  of  fight  of  each 
other.  The  Tick  are  placed,  in  like 
manner,  in  the  gallery,  but  can  fee 
and  be  feen  by  the  reft  of  the  prifoners. 
The  prifoners,  on  admiffion,  are  firip- 
ped  and  wafhed,  and  fuch  part  of  their 
clothes  as  are  worth  preferving,  fumi- 
gated, ticketed,  and  hung  up,  to  be 
given  them  on  difeharge,  with  fuch 
other  additions,  as  their  feveral  necefli- 
ties  require.  The  County  cloathing, 


which  is  a black  and  yellow  ftripe  al- 
ternately, and  a pair  of  wooden  clogs, 
are  then  put  on.  When  1 w-as  there, 
a large  capital  letter  was  fewed  on  each 
prifoners  coat,  denoting  his  offence; 
for,  during  that  hour  in  the  day  in 
which  felons  are  permitted  to  walk  in 
the  area,  they  mix  and  affociate  with 
the  other  prifoners.  At  the  back  of 
the  prifon,  a plot  of  ground,  near  three 
acres,  is  inclofed,  in  which  are  85 
work-cells,  but  (four  only  excepted) 
they  are  much  too  fmall,  the  cielings 
low,  and  onlv  8 feetloiig,  by  fix  feet  one 
inch  wide  ; the  remainder  is  a garden, 
which  grows  more  x’egetables  than  the 
prifon  will  confume.  The  boundary- 
wall  is  nineteen  feet.  high.  The  earn- 
ings of  the  prifoners  do  not  amount  to 
what  they  cofi  the  County,  becaufe 
they  frequently  want  employ.  Men 
will  earn,  after  the  firft  fourteen  days, 
more  than  fufficient  for  their  fublift- 
ence,  if  they  are  in  health,  and  have 
work.  Sawing  wood  is  the  moft  pro- 
fitable; atid  by  this,  each  prilbner’s 
labour  mav  be  eflimated  at  half  a gui- 
nea to  fourteen  fliiilings  per  week. 
Women  are  very  deficient  in  this  re- 
fpe61,  many  of  them  having  children  ; 
fome  are  cripples.  Tiie  young  yvomen, 
on  their  admiflion,  iti  general,  are  fo 
affli6fed  with  a certain  diforder,  that  a 
great  portion  of  their  time  is  taken  up 
in  the  cure.  Their  employment  is 
fpinning  worfted,  and  picking  wool. 

The  excellent  magiftrates  of  the 
Weft  Ridinfi  have  humanely  direfted, 
that  each  prifoner’s  fubftftence  fhall  be 
reckoned  fixpence  a day.  All  above 
that  film  the  |)rifoner  gains  by  his  la- 
bours, he  is  to  receive  one  half,  and 
the  other  half  goes  to  the  County  : a 
noble exainpie of  liberality,  and  worthy 
of  imitation,  as,  from  the  bell  calcu- 
lation which  can  be  made,  each  pri- 
foner  (lands  the  County  in  one  fliilling 
per  day  1 

Tile  AT  for  prefervation  of  health, 
and  claufes  againft  I'pirituous  liquors, 
are  coufjricuaufly  hung  up  ; the  w^hole 
prifon  is  white-waflied  four  times  a 
year,  and  is  as  clean,  in  every  part,  as 
any  private  houl'e.  It  is  almoft  need- 
lefs  to  add,  that  neither  fees  nor  gar- 
nifti  are  allowed  to  be  taken  here. 
Prifoners,  Auguft  15,  1802,  men,  50; 
women,  29* 

The  irons  ufed  in  this  prifon  are  of 
the  very  lighteft  kind,  being  (in  my 
opinion)  not  more  than  5 or  6 lbs.  ; 
but  I faw  one  pair  52  lbs.  vt'hich,  sue 

turnkey 
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turnkey  told  me,  a refra61ory  prlfoner 
had  on  for  a fortnight,  by  way  of  pu- 
iiiOiment. 

fFakefield  Town  Gaol,  called  the 
KidcottSy  is  a new  prifon,  built  in 
1800,  The  conftable  is  the  keeper.  It 
confilts  of  two  lofiy  rooms,  about  four 
yards  fquare  ; with  an  iron  bedhead  and 
ftraw.  The  floors  are  flagged,  dry, 
and  well  ventilated  by  iron  grated- 
windows  towards  the  pafl'age  which 
divides  the  rooms.  The  fewers  are 
judicioufly  conflrudled,  and  commu- 
nicate with  the  drains.  Pri Toners  are 
leldom  detained  here  longer  than  one 
or  two  nights.  The  liberality  and  hu- 
manity of  the  magiftrates  will  not  fuller 
even  this  fmall  place  of  confinement 
to  efcajve  their  attention.  Piifouers, 
16th  Augult  1802,  none. 


To  Dr.  Lettsom. 

-jy,  , Wakefield,  Sunday 

My  dear  sir,  ^^emng,Aug.  15,1802. 

IT  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  form  a 
greater  contrail  than  between  the  two 
places  I have  jull  been  vifiting.  Before 
I got  into  the  cbaife  this  morning,  I 
thought  I w’ould  take  another  peep 
into  the  gaol  at  Sheffield,  to  fee  how 
they  fpent  the  Sunday.  I found  the 
Low  Court  debtors  as  black  as  chini- 


ney-fweepers,  and  as  bufy  as  bees, 
fifting  cinders,  to  make  up  the  aflres 
tw'o  loads,  which  are  to  be  fetched 
away  to-morrow  morning. 

I arrived  at  this  place  (Wakefield) 
jufl  as  divine  lervice  had  begun,  atid 
was  furprlzed  not  to  fee  a Angle  beggar 
or  vagrant,  or  even  an  idle  lounger, 
about  the  flreets.  The  church  was 
filled  within,  and  peace  and  order 
dwelt  without.  1 was  pleafed  to  be 
informed  this  was  not  a cafual  circum- 
fiance,  fjut  that  1 fliould  always  find  it 
fb  whenever  I vifited  it  on  the  Sabbath- 
day.  I rather  think  the  police  is  fo 
regulated,  that  fome  of  its  rejpeMable 
inhabitants  perambulate  the  llreets  al- 
ternately, otherwlfe  it  would  he  im- 
poffible  to  keep  fo  large  a town  in  fuch 
decent  obfh'vance  of  the  Sabbath. 

The  account  of  this  prifon  will  give 
a little' /fl//  nr  reliJJi  to  my  letter;  for 
I imifi  owm  they  have  (with  a few  ex- 
ceptions) been  very  unfavory  articles ; 
1 tear  as  unpalatable  to  you  as  painful 
to  myi'eir ; but  to  you,  my  good  friend, 
who  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
miferies  and  infirmities  of  human 
nature,  all  apology  will  be  needlefs 
from  J.A.MES  Nield. 

P.  S.  It  is  my  cufom  to  attend  pn- 
fim  feri'ice,  but  the  new'  chapel  is  not 
finifficd. 


Mr,  Urban,  April  ^2. 

ON  comparing  mv  account  of  Idn- 
coln  (’altlc,  as  publiflu'd  in  your 
iMifcellanv  of  March,  niih  my  re- 
marks, I find  the  iollowlng  omitted 
in  page  1C)7»  b 15,  and  which  fhouhl 
have  been  infcrted  after  the  words 
warm  and  clofr  at  7iight:"  “The 
upper  (lory  contains  feven  night-cells 
and  the  Turnkey’s  fleeping-room.  I'lie 
average  fize  10  feet  ((juare,  and  12  feet 
high,  fl’wo  larger  rooms,  fize  20  feet  bv 
10,  and  12  feet  fiigh,  for  male  and  fe- 
male Infirmaries.  All  the  cells  above 
flairs  ha\e  glafs  wdndows  and  arched 
roofs.”  Jas.  Neild. 
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LEITER  XVIII.  ON  PRISONS. 

,,  tt  Sam  brook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban, 

HE  fubfequent  con- 
^ ^ < inuation  of  the  Hif- 

A T ^ tory  of  Prifons  in 
^ ^ A^orklhire,  prefents 

^ ^ the  fame  defers  fo 

repeatedly  noticed, 
of  no  Chaplain,  no  divine  fervice, 
and  no  religious  attention.- 

It  has  often  been  noticed  by  Hif- 
torians,  that  in  the  ages  of  religious 
fuperftition,  and  it  is  the  fame  to 
this  moment,  where  the  central 
power  of  Religion  might  be  expetl- 
cd  to  have  radiated  piety  and  zeal 
into  didant  departments,  the  mo- 
rals of  the  people  have  been  mod 
negle6ted,  and  their  adtions  mod 
abandoned;  as  Papal  Rome  has  ve- 
rified. It  is  a painful  refledtion  to 
have  occafion  to  introduce  here, 
that  in  the  extenfive  county  of  York, 
my  friend  notices  only  three  prifons 
which  have  chaplains,  or  receive 
any  religious  attention.  If  thofe 
who  poifefs  the  management  of 
them  are  fo  inattentive  to  the  mo- 
rals of  the  prifoners,  it  would  not 
ill  become  the  dignitaries  of  the 
Church  to  exert  their  influence  with 
magidrates  and  others  who  (hould 
fuperintend  them  ; and  urge  them 
to  engage  padoral  care  where  re- 
quifite  ; and  where  is  morality  fo 
prevalent  as  not  to  require  the  ex- 
ercife  of  religious  duties  ? There 
arc  many  curates  in  this  kingdom 
whofe  gratuities  are  not  equal  to 
thofe  of  a menial  fervant,  who  might 
be  employed  in  the  pious  perfor- 
mance of  thefe  duties,  and  in  con- 
veying moral  indnidiion  to  ignorant 
and  unenlightened  minds;  and  thus, 
in  tiieir  humble  Iphere,  enmiating 


MU* 


the  good  pried, deferibed  by  Chau-  ‘ 
cer  (Canterb . T .The  Knigh  te’sTalc. ) 

Wide  was  his  parifh,  and  houfes  fer  , 
afunder,  [der. 

But  he  ne  left  nought  for  no  rain  ne  thun-  ’ 
In  fikeneffe  and  in  mifehief  to  vifite 
The  ferreft  in  his  parifh  mopke  and  lite 
Upon  his  fete,  and  in  his  hand  a ftaf 
This  lioble  enfamplc  to  his  Ihepe  he  yaf,  ’ 
That  firft  he  Wrought  and  afterward' he 
taught, 

Out  of  the  Gofpel  he  the  wordes  caught,  ^ 
And  this  figure  he  added  yet  thereto. 

That  if  gold  rufte,  what  fhould  iron  do  ; 
For, if  a Preeft  be  foule  on  whom  wetruft, 
No  wonder  is  a lewed  man  io  ruft.” 

Lamentable  and  frequent  indeed 
as  have  been  the  occafibns  of  no- 
ticing the  want  of  religious  atten- 
tion to  the  prifoner,  it  cannot  efcape 
the  obfervation  of^  the  reader  in 
fome  preceding  as  well  as  in  the 
prefent  communications  refpecting 
the  gaols  of  Yorkfhire,  that  the 
want  of  medical  aid  mufl:  prove  a 
ferious  evil,  while  eflential  benefits 
might  refult  from  the  regular  and 
fedulous  attendance  of  the  Faculty'. 
It  is  not  merely  in  thedure  of  anacute 
difeafe  that  profeffional  Ikill  i^  ufe- 
fully  exercifed ; the  laudable  eflbrts 
of  introducing  cleanlinefs,  air,  clo- 
thing, diet,  and  other  objects  with- 
in the  fphere  of  their  department, 
might  not  only  enfure  health,  but 
likewife  promote  morals.  Next  to 
the  fol  aces'' of '‘Religion  are  thofe  of 
the  medical  charabter ; indeed  they* 
are  in  general  happily  combined  in 
the  latter  ; and  the  humane  treat- 
ment of  the  body  may  tend  to  foft- 
en  and  improve  the  mind  of  the 
pooreft  objedt,  fnch  a treatment  as 
was  exemplifiied  in  the  conduit  of 
Monf.  Boudon,  in  France,  and  I 
may  add,  by  every  refpedtable  prac- 
titioner in  this  Empire.  “ This  emi- 
nent 
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nent  Surgeon  was  one  day  fent  for 
by  the  Cardinal  Du  Bois,  Prime  Mi- 
nifter  of  France,  to  perform  a very 
ferious  operation  upon  him.  The 
Cardinal,  on  feeing  him  enter  the 
room,  laid  to  him,  You  mull  not 
expe6t,  lir,  to  treat  me  in  the  fame 
rough  manner,  as  you  treat  your 
poor  miferable  wretches  at  the  hof- 
pital  of  the  Hotel  Dicu.’  My 
Lord,’  replied  Boudon,  with  great 
dignity,  * every  one  of  thole  mi- 
ferable wretches,  as  your  Eminence 
is  pleafed  to  call  them,  is  a Prime 
Minifter  in  my  eyes.’ 

Under  fuch  condudl  the  cenfure 
of  Palingcoiiis,  Author  of  Zodiacus 
Vitif  (anno  would  then  no 

longer  be  applicable  to  that  pro- 
fellion  which  is  calculated  to  give 
health  and  happinefs  to  mankind  ^o 
“ Nam  li  aliae  pcccent  artes,  tolcrabile 
certe  eft. 

Haec  vero,  nifi  perfefta,  eft  plena  periculi, 
Et  faevit  tanquam  occulta  atque  domeftica 
peftis  * I” 

The  letters  on  prifons  communi- 
cated to  me  by  my  friend  Neild, 
in  giving  an  unadorned  narrative 
of  fadts,  often  convey  fketches  of 
diftrefs,  that  muft  excite  fympathy 
with  the  objedls,  and  animate  thofe 
feelings  of  commiferation  w'hich 
benevolent  minds  are  wont  to  chc- 
rifh  in  contemplating  human  woe, 
lharpened  by  negledf  and  aggra- 
vated by  continuance.  Of  thefe 
touches  of  his  pen,  the  poor  lunatic 
at  Bodmin,  and  other  inftances  of 
artlefs  narrative,  are  perpetually 
brought  to  my  recolledtion,  and  in- 
duce fenfations  of  fellow  feeling 
more  impreffivc  than  would  refult 
from  laboured  pages  j it  is  thus 
that  we  are  touched  with  the  Bmrt 
Iketch  of  the  unfortunate  Ihoemaker 
in  Pontefradt  gaol,  to  whom  we 
might  aptly  apply  the  words  of  our 
antient  bard  ; 

*■  If  other  arts  perfedtion  need. 

No  wondrous  evils  will  fucceed  ; 

But  Phytic,  treated  as  a trade, 
fraud  or  ignorance  difplay’d  j 
A hidden  and  domeftic  peft, 

Our  every  comfort  can  moleft  ; 

Bereave  us  of  our  every  joy, 

And  fortune,  health,  and  life  deftroy.” 


“ His  Ilepe,  his  mete,  his  drinke,  is  him 
byraft. 

That  lene  he  wex,  and  drie  as  is  a fhaft. 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grilly  to  behold. 
His  hevve  fal  we,  and  pale  as  afhen  cold  ; 
And  I'olilary  he  was,  and  ever  alone. 
And  wailing  all  the  night,  making  his 
mone.” 

Chaucer’s  Canterlury  Tales. 

To  effedt  a permanent  reform  in 
the  ftate  and  oeconomy  of  prifons, 
repeated  and  perfevering  attention 
is  requifite.  Even  near  the  Minfter- 
gate  in  York,  after  the  vifit  of 
Dean  Markham  in  company  with 
Neild,  the  fubfequent  vifit  of  the 
latter  evinced  that  the  nuifance, 
which  was  the  objedl  of  their  pri- 
mary attention,  was  not  removed  ; 
wdiich  proves,  with  numerous  other 
inftances,  the  neceHity  of  vigorous 
and  renewed  appeals  to  the  magif- 
trates  and  the  pubiick  j and  that, 
however  laudable  and  fuccefsful  the 
labours  of  Howard  might  have  been, 
the  revival  of  the  fame  fpirit  in  a 
Neild  wall  ever  find  ample  occafions 
for  the  exercife  of  philanthropy  in 
the  dungeons  of  human  infelicity. 

If  laudable  efforts  may  not,  in- 
deed, have  effected  a degree  of 
good,  ample  as  the  mind  of  Bene- 
volence j the  fubfequent  extradf  of  a 
letter  from  Neild,  dated  April  14, 
affords  encouragement  to  perfevering 
exertion,  and  cheriflies  hope  in  the 
removal  or  amelioration  of  mifery. 

“It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  con- 
ceive the  improvements  which  have 
been,  and  now  are,  making  in  te- 
veral  prifons  in  the  kingdom  ftnee 
thefirft  ajjpearanceofyour  Letters* 
rcrpe6iing  them.  The  Bridewell  of 
Maidftone,  which  firft  fuggefted  to 
me  the  necvflity  of  including  ftmi- 
lar  places  in  my  vifttation,  and 
which  is  deferibed  in  the  Gentle- 
man s Magazine  of  May  laft  year, 

I found  fo  diftereut  a place  in  Sep- 
tember, that  I fcarcely  could  believe 
it  to  be  the  fame.  It  was  perfetlly 
clean,  and  without  a tingle  prifouer 
in  irons.  One  gaol  at  Briftol,  as 
filthy  as  a pig-ftye,  and  wdiere  the 

^ * My  friend  did;  not  chufe  to  introduce 
his  own  name ; but  the  reader  doubtlef^ 
will  as  truly  appropriate. 
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prifoners  were  obliged  to  have  a cat 
in  each  cell,  to  prevent  their  feet 
from  being  gnawed  by  vermin,  was 
clean  white- wafhed  j made  fecure 
j againh  the  accefs  of  rats ; and  every 
j improvement  adopted  in  the  con- 
j lirudtion  of  the  prifon  (originally 
j defedtivc)  that  it  could  well  ad- 
I mit  of.” 

; Such  obvious  examples  of  im- 
jl  provement  in  Prifons  and  Bridewells 
i muft  afford  plcafure  to  every  re- 
i fiedting  individual,  among  whom  I 
I prefume  to  fubfcribe  the  name  of 
I * J«  C.  Lettsom. 


' P.  !2P9,  col.  2,  1.  8,ybr  “ it  might  have 
( been  prefumed  would  have,”  read  “ might 
have  induced.” 


PontefraSi  Gaol.  This  prifon  is  un- 
der the  Town-hall.  The  pajfage  to 
the  felons’ cells  is  38  feet  by  !2,  with  a 
fire-place  at  one  end  ^ it  is  lighted  and 
ventilated  by  three  very  fmall  iron- 
grated  windows,  and  this  is  called  the 
room  for  debtors.  Felons  have  two 
cells,  each  12  feet  by  9;  the  windows 
of  which  are  toward  the  flreet,  and  the 
doors  open  into  the  debtors’  room. 
They  are  very  offenfive  from  the  want 
of  means  for  decent  cleanlinefs  j the 
roofs  of  the  cells  are  done,  arched, 
and  lofty.  Straw  on  the  floor.  Allow- 
ance eight  pence  per  day. 

Debtors  are  lent  here  by  procefs  if- 
fuing  out  of  the  Borough  Court,  for 
any  fum  great  or  fmall,  and  are  entitled 
to  their  fixpences  on  the  fourth  court- 
day.  A Court  is  held  every  three 
i weeks.  Fees  13s.  4d.  Allowance, 
i none  whatever.  No  firing  allowed. 
No  water.  No  court-yard.  No  chap- 
lain. No  furgeon.  The  gaoler,  Francis 
Fryer,  lives  at  a diflance,  and  keeps  a 
public-houfe ; he  is  ferjeant  at  mace, 
and  a Sheriff' s-o^^\ctx . Salary  one  gui- 
nea per  year.  Prifoners,  l6ih  Augnll 
1802;  felons,  none;  debtor,  one.  He 
was  a fhoe-maker,  and  the  debt  of  his 
fon’s  contraefing,  for  vvhom  he  had 
been  fecurity  ; his  cafe  was  mucli  com- 
miferaterl  in  the  town  ; he  had  con- 
flant  employ,  and  the  Corporation  had 
humanely  allowed  him  to  work  in  one 
corner  of  the  Town-hall,  the  flone- 
paflage  below  being  too  dark  ; without 
this  indulgence  he  mull  have  been  in 
a miferabk  ftate,  efpecially  if  the  gaoler 
had  been  from  home  on  a caption^  or 
•thcr  bulinefs,  and  forgot  him,  as  he 
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could  neither  fee  nor  be  feen  by  any 
perfon  for  relief. 

Rothwell  Prifon,  for  debtors,  be-  . 
longs  to  the  liberty  of  the  honour  of 
Fontefraft,  in  the  duchy-couvt  of  Lan- 
cafter.  Gaoler,  William  Carrett ;;  fa- 
lary,  none.  Hq  pays  a rent  of  18 1. 
pci  year  to  a Mr.  Wilfon.  Fees  on 
commitment,  gs.  4d.;  on  difeharge, 
18s.  4d.  Garnifh  63.  2d.  which  is 
fpent  in  liquor.  Chaplain,  none.  Al- 
lowance, none  whatever.  One  court, 
30  yards  by  14,  for  both  fexes ; it  has  a 
mud  floor,  with  a pump  and  fewer  in  it. 

The  common  fide,  or  poor  debtors, 
have  feven  rooms,  five  of  which  are  up- 
flairs,  and  two  below ; to  thefe  the 
gaoler  furnifhes  beds  and  bedding,  for 
which  each  pays  10  d.  f per  week ; they 
have  a day-room  about  5 yards  fquare. 
Mafler’s  fide  debtors  have  a day-room 
about  6 yards  fqoarc,  and  fix  rooms 
up-fiairs ; the  beds  and  bedding  fur- 
niflied  by  the  keeper,  each  prifoner 
paying  Is.  2d.  per  week.  All  are  al- 
lowed to  work,  if  they  can  procure  it ; 
but  only  four  were  employed  when  I 
was  there.  One  room  up-ftairs  for 
women,  with  two  beds  in  it.  At  the 
top  of  the  houfe  is  a work-room  with 
fpinning-wheels  for  woollen-cloth.  I 
was  pleafed  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  prifoners  fpoke  of  the  keeper ; he 
was  not  prefent.  The  average  number 
in  confinement  here  is  3b.  On  my  vi- 
fit,  Auguft  l6,  1802,  thirty  ; December 
20, 1802,  forty-nine  ; January  18,  1804, 
thirty.  No  firing  allowed.  Theyufually 
atChriftmas  petition  the  Society  for  Re- 
lief of  fmall  Debts  in  London,  for 
coals,  which  are  fold  at  Rothwell  for 
15  s.  a three  horfe  cart-load. 

Leeds  Town  Gaol.  Four  rooms,  12 
feet  by  Q,  and  a fmall  one  with  double 
iron-bar  grated  windows  fronting  the 
fireet.  Barrack-beds.  The  conftable 
is  the  keeper,  and  lives  diftant ; falary 
5l.  5s,  Prifbners,  Auguft  17,  1802, 
three. 

SL  Peier^s  Gaol,  for  the  liberty  of 
St.  Peter,  of  York,  near  the  Minller- 
gate,  is  the  property  of  the  Dean.  Mr. 
Howard  mentions  an  old  printed  lift 
of  pariflies,  towns,  and  parts  of  town, 
w'hich  are  in  the  liberty  of  St.  Peter  ^ 
viz.  within  the  city  and  county,  nine 
places  ; in  the  Eaft-Riding,  fixty-iwo  ; 
Weft-Riding,  forty  ; North-Riding,  fif- 
tv-one  ; and  there  is  one  place  in  each 
of  the  following  counties  : Devonfhire, 
Gloucefterlhire,  Lancafhire,  Lincoln- 
fliire,  Northumberland,  and  Hamp- 

fliire  ; 
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fliire ; inNottingbartjfliire.reven  places* *. 

Gaoler,  John  Burnley  {who  is  alfo  a 
SheriJPs-oj^cer)  falary  21 1.  and  2l. 
8 s.  per  annum  to  fiirnifh'llraw.  f'e- 
lons  are  exem})t  from  payment  of  ei- 
ther fees  or  garnifli.  Debtors  pay  a 
fee  of  6s.  8d.  behdes  which  the  chief 
bailiff  demands  a fee  of  8 s.  4d.  for 
his  liberate.  Garnidi.,  a met  (a  fack) 
of  coals,  a bag  of  turf,  and  oae  Ihilling 
for  liquor.  ' 

No  furgeon.  No  chaplain,  or  any 
rel  igions  attention  whatever.  No  court- 
yard. Debtors  have  fourfizeable’rooms 
np'ftairs,  to  wliich  the  keeper  furnilhes 
bed  and  bedding  at  6s.  and  10s.  per 
month.  They  iiavc  no  allowance  nn- 
lefs  certificated  as  paupers.  Down 
eleven  fieps  are  two  dungeons  for  fe- 
lons, each  1()  feet  by  8,  and  6 feet 
high,  lighted  and  \ enlilated  by  an  iron- 
grated  window  each,  which  looks  to 
the  flreet ; thel'e  dungeons  had  leveral 
loads  of  alhes  and  other  filth  in  them, 
which  appeared  to  have  laid  a long 
time.  One  of  the  debtors  who  had 
his  wife  and  four  fmall  children  with 
him,  lived  in  the  room  above,  for 
which  he  paid  2s.  6d.  per  week;  he 
complained  to  me  of  the  offenfivenefs 
of  the  cells  below,  which,  together 
with  the  crowded  date  of  his  room, 
made  it  (in  that  hot  weather)  almoft 
unbearable ; the  boards  of  the  floor 
were  rotten,  and  the  roof  of  the  cell  not 
bei  ng  ceiled,  there  was  a fiffure  of  a foot 
long.  Next  morning  1 waited  On  tlie 
Dean  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Markham)  who 
politely  accompanied  me  to  the  prifon, 
and  gave  orders  to  the  gaoler  to  take 
away  the  rubblfh  immediately,  and  to 
white-wafh  and  clean  the  whole  prifon ; 
the  gaoler  promifed  it  fhould  be  fet 
about  the  next  day.  The  only  prifoner 
in  the  cells  then,  was  a run-away  ap- 
prentice ; he  was  pounding  tile-lherds. 
On  my  return  in  September  1 found 
nothing  done;  the  prifon  in  the  (ame 
Hate  of  filth,  and  two  lewd  women  con- 
firied  in  the  fame  cell  with  the  boy,  and 
with  whom  feveral  perfons  in  the  flreet 
were  converfing.  The  Acfl  for  the  pre- 
ferva  tion  of  health  is  not  hung  up  ; 
but  the  clanfes  againft  fpirituous  li- 
quors are  ; this,  however,  mull  be  of 
little  effedf  when  fpirits  can  be  fo  eafily 
handed  to  the  prifoners  from  the  flreet, 
and  which,  if  the  gaoler  was  vigilant 
and  attentive,  he  could  not  prevent.  I 

I 
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could  not  help  obferving  to  the  keeper, 
the  ftriking  cdntrafl  there  was  between 
his  face  (which  appeared  as  if  it  would 
light  a'  candle)  and  that  of  thd  poor 
fhoe-maker  above  flairs,  in  whom  there 
wasa  viflble  alteration  fince  my  laflviflt. . 
Mater  is  accefli'ble  to  all  the  prilbners, : 

■ and  there  is  now  a fewer.  In  1801, 
Doefor  Fountayne,  the  late  Dean,  gave 
look  and  the  four  refldentiaries  25  I. 
each,  making  together  2001.  which 
fum  is  invelied  in  the  public  funds,® 
and  the  dividends  are  diredled  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  the  relief  of  debtors  and  ■ 
felons  confined  in  the  faid  gaol,  in  fuch 
proportion  as  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
lliall.  from  time  to  time  think  proper. 
There  is  alfo  J2  s.  given  in  bread  every 
Chriflmas  among  debtors  and  felons^' 
Prifoners,  Augufl  20,  1802,  debtors 
two ; offender,  one.  September  2, 
1802,  debtors  two,  offenders  three. 

York  Qity  Hrideweil.  GaoTer,  Ed- 
ward Yeoman  ; falary  35  1.  ; fees  2s., 
and  5l.  per  year  for  furnifliing  firaw. 
No  chaplain,  or  any  religious  atten- 
tion. Surgeon,  Mr.  Champney ; ia- 
lary  20 1.  Allowance,  2s.  per  week  in 
bread,  and  two  chaldron  of  coals  in  the 
Winter  from  the  Corporation  annually. 
There  are  three  fpacions  day-rooms,* 
orie  for  men,  the  other  two  for  women, 
with  a fire-place  in  each.  Over  the 
women’s  room  is  the  Inbrmary,  which 
is  lignt  and  well  ventilated.  Detached 
from  this  building  are  (even  lleeping- 
cells,  two  of  which  are  totally  dark, 
about  2 yards  fquare,  and  7 fek  high. 

T.  here  is  likewife  a room  for  faulty  ap- 
prentices.^ Water  is  laid  in  from  the 
river  Onfe,  and  acceffible  7iow  at  all 
times ; and  there  is  a court-yard,  but 
not  being  fecure  the  prifoners  derive 
no  advantage  from  it  except  that  of 
having  their  cells  better  ventilated  than 
formerly.  Neither  the  Act  for  prefer- 
valion  of  health,  nor  the  clanles  againft 
fpirituous  liquors,  hung  up.  Emplov- 
ment  lor  women,  Ipinning ; and  for 
nien,  pounding  tile-fherds  ; for  which 
the  gaoler  pays  them  4 cl.  per  boflie!.; 
and  fells  it  at  10 cl.  and  Is,  per  bufhel, 
bin,  as  he  had  a great  flock  on  hand, 
they  were  making  lill-flioes  when  I 
was  there.  Prifoners,  Augufl  20,  1802, 
three  men,  ttvo  women. 

York  City  and  County  Gaol.  Mary 
Meggefon,  gaoler ; falary,  llOl.;  fees', 
felons,  7s.  8 d.  and  for  "tranfi)orts.  Is. 
per  mile,  which  are  paid  by  ihe  coun- 
ty ; debtors  pay  a fee  of  6s'  8 d.  to  the 
gaoler,  beiides  which  the  under-flieriff 
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demands  7 s-  4d.  for  his  liberate.  Gar- 
jiifh  Is.  No  chaplain,  or  any  religious 
atteniion  whatever,  except  when  a pri- 
Ibner  is  under  fentence  of  deaih.  Sur- 
geons, MeOVs.  Champney  and  Lake;  fa- 
iary  lOl.  Allowance  to  debtors,  none 
but  legacies;  viz.  City  of  York,  to  luit. 
Donations  to  the  pritoners  in  the  gaol 
upon  Oufe-bridge,  in  the  faid  City. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taylor,  by  will,  dated 
21(1  Odlober  1580,  gave  3 s.  4d.  vearlv, 
to  be  divided  among  the  prifoners  on 
Lady-day.  The  Corporation  of  York 
pay  yearly  Peacock's  gift,  being  3l.  4s. 
to  be  divided  among  the  poor  pri- 
Ibiiers.  Mr.  William  Edmonfon' s gift, 
being  ll.  6s.  is  diftributed  weekly  in 
bread  to  the  pri (oners.  Mrs.  Botves 
gives  every  Chrirtmas  one  guinea  and 
one  chaldron  of  coals.  A memorial  of 
thefe  legacies  and  donations  arc  paint- 
ed on  a board,  and  hung  up  in  the  pri- 
Ibn. 

This  gaol  upon  Oufe-bridge,  called 
the  Kidcois,  has  on  one  fide  of  the 
bridge  eight  convenient  rooms  for 
debtors,  about  eleven  feet  fquare,  with 
a fire  place  in  each;  thefe  are  all  free 
wards ; but  if  the  keeper  furniflies  a bed, 
he  is  paid  Is.  6d.  a week  each.  Below 
them  are  two  rooms,  with  brick-floors, 
one  of  w'hich,  15  feet  by  13,  has  a win- 
dow which  looks  to  the  river,  and  ufed 
as  a lumber-room  when  1 was  there  ; 
the  other,  1 1 feet  by  8,  is  a fhop  for  the 
fale  of  articles  manufactured  in  the  pri- 
fon,  fuch  as  nets,  purfes,  laces,  &c. 
tile  window  of  which  fronts  the  flreet; 
in  each  a fire-place.  There  is  a flonc 
tablet  fixed  in  the  wall,  on  which  is  in- 
fcribed,  “ Remember  the  poor  debtors. 
* He  that  giveth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to 
the  Loid.'  All  debtors  committed  by 
procefs  ifluing  out  of  the  Sherifl’s-court 
are  fent  to  this  prifon,  and  on  applica- 
tion are  entitled  to  their  fixpeuces  the 
third  court-day.  A Court  is  held  every 
week.  Debtors,  Auguft  20,  1802,  (e- 
yen. 

That  part  of  the  prifon  in  which  fe- 
lons are  confined,  is  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  bridge  and  flreet.  The  out- 
er door  is  wood,  the  inner  door  iron- 
grated  ; the  afcent  by  tour  fleps,  tliree 
of  which  are  outiide  the  door,  and  the 
fourth  infide  the  paflage.  Men  felons 
have  a day-room  30  feet  by  14,  and 
14  feet  6 inches  high,  with  oppofite 
and  lofty  windows,  and  a fire-place. 
In  the  firfl  paflage  down  thirteen  Jieps 
is  a large  cell,  for  thofe  confined  for 
hard  labour  to  work  in,  22  feet  bv  10, 
and  8 feet  high,  with  one  window  ; 
near  this  are  two  horrid  dungeons,  6 
feet  hy  5 feet  6 inches,  and  7 6 

mchcs  high,  totally  dark.  The  w’omen 


felons  day-room  is  on  the  fame  floor 
as  the  men’s,  and  feparated  by  two 
wooden-doors  in  the  palfage.  It  is  14 
feet  by  8,  and  10  feet  high,  with  a 
window  and  fire-place,  fl'liere  is  a 
door  which  leads  Aown  fourteen  Jieps 
to  a large  cell,  occafionally  ufed  (or 
thofe  under  fentence  of  death,  but  com- 
monly as  a fleeping-rooin  for  the  v'o- 
men,  13  feet  by  8,  and  8 feet  high  ; 
the  door  is  iron-grated,  and  there  is  a 
window  in  the  paflage  oppofite  to  it, 
which  throws  a glimmering  light  fiif- 
ficient  to  make  darknels  vifible.  One 
flep  lower  than  this  cell  are  four  other 
horrid  dungeons  for  men  felons,  6 feet 
6 inches  fquare,  and  8 feet  high,  to- 
tally dark.  The  Corporation  allows  rugs 
to  fleep  on,  feventeen  pence  per  week 
in  bread,  and  feven  pence  in  milk,  but 
no  coals.  The  prifon  was  dry  when  I 
was  there;  but  the  gaoler’s  fon  told  me 
that  in  a high  flood  water  flows  into  the 
cells  fixleen  ifiches  deep.  The  A6l  for 
the  prefervation  of  health,  and  claufei 
againfl  fpirituous  liquors,  confpicuoufly 
hung  up. 

Prifoners,  Auguft  20, 1 802,  one  felon. 

To  Dr.  Lettsom. 

My  dear  Friend,  York,  Aug. 2\,1802. 

I FEAR  I fhal!  both  fatigue  and  dif- 
gnft  you  with  Letters  on  Priibns,  w^here 
1 find  fo  much  to  cenfure,  fo  little  to 
commend.  If  my  limits  of  convey- 
ance would  allow  me,  this  ftiould  be 
accompanied  with  a defeription  of  the 
Caftle,  by  way  of  relief.  I am  juft  re- 
turned from  hearing  divine  fervice  pre- 
formed to  four  convibls  under  fentence 
of  death.  Two  of  themfeemlefs  con- 
cerned than  I have  been  accuftomed 
to  obferve  in  perfons  thus  awfully  fi- 
lualed,  and  whofe  crimes  admit  no  hope 
of  mercy  on  earth. 

This  has  been  the  race  week. — The 
city  filled  with  fafhionables — the  race- 
ground  with  carriages — brings  to  iny 
mind  that  paifage  in  Thoin(bn's  Win- 
ter : 

Ah  ! little  think  the  gay 

Whom  Pleafure,  Power,  and  Affluence 
furround,  [along, 

Ah  ! little  think  they,  while  they  dance 
How  many  pine  in  want,  and  dungeon 
glooms, 

Shut  from  the  common  air.” 

To-morrow  I propofe  paying  a third 
vifit  to  the  Caftle,  finifh  my  remarks 
on  that  noble  prifon,  then  leave  this 
feene  of  buftle  and  gaiety,  ill-fnited  to 
a difpofttion  reclnfe  and  refledlive,  and 
to  nerves  more  agreeably  excited  by 
attending  to  objebls  of  commiferation. 

I am,  my  dear  fir,  ever  gratefully 
you;-s,  Jas.  Neild. 
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LEITER  XIX.  ON  PRISONS. 

Mr.  Urban,  Sam  hook  Court, 

^ lime  28. 

Is  there  a mafi,  whom  incorrupt  we  call. 
Who  fits  alike  unprejudic’d  to  all } 

3y  him  the  city  flourifhes  in  peace, 

Her  borders  lengthen,  and  her  fons 
increal'e.”  Cooke. 

HUS  reflefted  the 
contemporary  of 
^ «p  ^ Homer,  whofe  fen- 

^ ^ timents  might  aptly 

% ^ apply  to  the  Ma- 

glltrates  who  fuper- 
intend  York-caflle  prifon ; the  oeco- 
nomy  of  which  is  fo  minutely  de- 
tailed by  Mr.  Neild,  that,  whilft  he 
leaves  little  to  advert  lo,  leads  the 
mind  to  fliare  in  the  fatisfadtion  he 
feels  in  contemplating  the  humane 
and  liberal  fyitem  purfued  by  its 
managers,  in  preventing  the  com- 
munication of  vice  by  example  ; 
by  allotting  diftindl  apartments  to 
the^different  degrees  of  criminality, 
and  proportioning  punilhment  to 
the  gradations  of  depravity. 

Serious  and  numerous  are  the 
evils  which  muft  refult  from  the 
pradtice  of  bringing  together  every 
fpecies  of  chara^er,  and  every  ftage 
of  vice  3 where  the  unfortunate 
debtor,  or  the  guilty  of  petty  mif- 
demeanors,  are  introduced  to  the 
company,  and  expofed  to  the  ex- 
ample, of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
moft  criminal  adts  and  to  the  in- 
fluence of  hardened  degeneracy. 

Thefe  refledtions  could  not  have 
efcaped  that  excellent  citizen  of 
London,  fir  John  Barnard,  whofe 
adtive  mind  was  early  tutored  and 
humanized  in  that  religious  Society 
which  claimed  a Fox  as  its  Foun- 
der j a Penn,  a Barclay,  and  a Fo- 
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thergill,  as  its  Members.  As  a Ma- 
giftrate  he  was  no  lefs  diftinguifhcd 
than  as  a Senator.  In  each  fitu- 
ation  he  did  his  duty  with  the  mi- 
nuteft  fcrupulofity,  and  avoided,  as 
far  as  his  obligations  to  the  laws 
would  ^llow,  ever  to  commit  indi- 
viduals on  flight  grounds,  as  the 
following  relation,  founded  on  re- 
ality, fully  evinces. 

“ A young  woman,  decently 
dreffed,  was  late  at  night  brought 
to  him  at  the  Manfion-houfe  by  a 
watchman  as  a proftitute,  flie  hav- 
ing been  found  alone  late  in  the 
flreets  at  midnight.  She  requefled 
to  be  heard  in  her  defence.  Cir-‘ 
cumflances  were,  however,  fo  much 
againfl  her,  that  fir  John  afked  her, 
if  fhe  could  produce  any  perfon  to 
her  charadter  ? She  faid,  that  her 
relations  lived  a great  way  off,  as 
far  as  Whitechapel  5 and  that  if 
would  be  inconvenient  to  him  to 
wait  till  they  could  be  produced. 
He  faid,  as  a Magiftrate,  his  time 
was  that  of  the  public^,  and  their 
convenience  his  3 and  that  he  would 
willingly  fit  up  till  her  friends  could 
come,  and  prevent  her  being  fe«t 
to  prifon.  The  girl  fent  to  White- 
chapel forfome  of  her  friends,  who 
gave  her  an  exceedingly  good  cha- 
raHer,  and  corroborated  the  reafons 
fhe  gave  for  being  out  fo  late.  This 
excellent  Magiftrate  faid,  that  he 
had  never  felt  more  fincere  pleafure 
in  his  life  5 and,  after  advifing  her 
to  be  more  cautious  in  future,  dif- 
milfed  her.” 

Magiftrates,  indeed,  cannot  be 
too  vigilant  againft  committing  per- 
fons  to  prifon  on  trivial  occafions, 
nor  in  long  confining  them  there 
by  way  of  punifhment  for  petty 
crimes  3 where,  as  the  great  Mo- 
ral ift, 


-fee 
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ralift,  Johufon,  well  remarks,  “the 
lewd  inflame  the  lewd  j the  wicked 
encourage  the  wicked  j and  where 
a criminal  is  taught  to  do  that  with 
more  cunning  which , he  had  been 
ufed  to  do  with  lefs.” 

By  this  reparation  of  prifoners, 
fo  judicioufly  adopted  in  York  Caftle 
prifon,  the  contamination  of  vice 
by  intercourfe,  as  has  been  obferved, 
will  efl'e<Stnally  be  prevented.  This 
fyftem,  equally  conflftent  with  po- 
licy and  humanity,  is  happily  more 
and  more  extending,  as  the  pre- 
ceding letter  illuflrates,  and  will 
more  and  more  extend,  whilfl  the 
good  fenfe  and  a6live  condudt  of 
the  Magiftrates,  and  of  the  publick, 
correfpond  with  thofe  pradical  pre- 
cepts, which  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
preface  ; and  I am  thus  enabled  to 
conclude  the  prefect  with  a flmilar 
fource  of  gratification,  which  the 
letter  of  a refpedable  Clergyman 
and  Magiflrate  a fiords  ; of  whom 
my  friend  Neild  thus  writes  to  me. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Peploe  Ward, 
whofe  letter  * I inclofe,  is  of  the 
flrft  families  in  Chefter,  of  whom  I 
have  given  my  opinion  in  the  Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine,  January  1804. 
His  adive  zeal  accompanies  him 
wherever  he  goes  : but,  having  in- 
troduced reform  and  order  into  the 
goals  of  Ely,  it  grieves  me  that  he 
ihould  be  obliged  to  refide  there 


nine  months  in  the  year,  when 
Chefler  affords  fuch  an  ample  field 
for  his  talents  as  a Magiflrate,  and 
the  exercife  of  his  benevolence,  in 
promoting  morals  and  induflry  with- 
in the  dreary  walls  of  its  prifons.” 

This  pious  and  diflinguilhed  cha- 
rader  thus  emulates  the  revered 
Mr.  De  Belfunce,  Bifhop  of  Mar- 
feilles,  who,  in  conflderation  of 
the  eminent  fervices  he  rendered 
that  city  during  the  plague  that  vi- 
flted  it  in  1720,  was  offered  by  th« 
Regent  the  richer  and  more  ho- 
nourable fee  of  Laon  in  Picardy. 
He  refufed,  however,  that  bifhop- 
rick,  giving,  as  a reafon,  his  un- 
willingnefs  to  leave  a flock  that  had 
been  endeared,  to  him  by  their  fuf- 
ferings. 

■ Father  Vanniere,  in  liis  Prfcdium 
Ruflicum,  alludes  to  him  in  thefe 
lines  : 

— Vitae  qui  Praeful  et  auri 

Prodigus,  ailiduis  animoset  corpora  curis 
Suftinuit,  mortem  vifus  calcare  metumque 
Iiitrepida  vadens  per  ftrata  cadavera  paffu  f . 

In  recording  inflances  of  fuch  dif- 
tinguiflied  virtue,  the  refleding 
mind  will  trace  with  pleafure  the 
humane  and  perfevering  exercife  of 
kind  offices  by  the  medical  pro- 
telfion,  in  circumflances  of  extreme 
hazard  from  contagion  and  other 
caules.  When  the  yellow  fever 
raged  in  Philadelphia  with  a vio- 


* “ Dear  Sir  ; Having  the  opportunity  of  exprefling  my  regard  for  yourfelf,  and 
continued  praife-worthy  benevolence  to  the  unfortunate  prifoners  of  this  kingdom,  I 
cannot  avoid  putting  pen  to  paper.  The  laft  fummer  I was  obliged  to  be  at  Ely  in 
confequence  of  the  Clerical  Refulence  Bill,  and  to  live  in  my  prebendal  houfe,  to 
avoid  refiding  in  my  parfonage  at  Cottenham,  which  is  too  near  the  Cambridgefhirc 
Fens  for  my  health.  This  enabled  me  to  put  the  gaol  at  Ely  under  proper  re- 
ftriftions,  &c.  and  I now  can  announce,  for  y»ur  fatisfaftion,  that  it  is  as  clean,  and 
as  well  regulated,  as  Chefter  Caftle.  The  Houfe  of  Corre6lion  is  repairing,  and  will 
foon,  I truft,  be  under  limilar  regulations.  The  former  abufes  relative  to  the  ironing 
of  prifoners  are  reftified.  The  worthy  and  liberal  Bjfhop  of  Ely,  who  repairs  the 
gaol,  hath  fpared  no  expence  to  make  the  place  fecure  and  comfortable. 

“ I need  not  afl'ure  you,  that  I found,  on  my  return  to  Chefter,  every  thing  ip 
ftri6f  order  in  the  Caftle.  Mr.  Hudfon  is  now  the  Conftable,  and  as  attentive  as  ever, 
to  his  own  credit,  and  the  benefit  of  the  publick  in  general.  Peploe  Ward.” 

•f-  Profufe  of  life,  and  prodigal  of  gold, 

The  facred  paftor  ’tends  his  fick’ning  fold  } 

Repofe  of  body  and  of  mind  difdains, 

To  calm  their  woes,  and  mitigate  their  pains  ; 

Bravely  defpifes  death,  and  ev’ry  fear, 

With  holy  rites  their  drooping  hearts  to  chear  j 
Vaft  heaps  of  dead  without  difmay  he  views. 

Arid  with  firm  ftep  his  gen’rous  way  purfues. 

Supplement  to  Anecdotes,  p.  237. 
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nSoj.]  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks 

Hence  and  fatality  never  before 
I'ltnown  in  that  city,  my  learned 
tfriend  Dr.  Ruth,  with  a fortitude 
;and  Chriftian  fympathy  not  inferior 
tto  the  Prelate  of  Marfeilles,  and 
teven  not  exceeded  by  my  amiable 
ifriendDes  Genettes*,  never  quitted 
tthe  city,  or  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
^feflion. 

Des  Genettes,  when  a young 
{phytician,  once  walking  in  my  gar- 
(den,  and  pointing  to  the  broom, 
Ifaid  to  me,  Whenever  you  fee  that 
lihrub,  remember  Des  Genettes  f.” 
lllluftrious  friend!  Pofterity,  in  re- 
icolledting  the  burning  fands  of  Sy- 
iria,  will  gratefully  recall  thy  name, 
as  exhibiting  a glorious  example  of 
'humanity  triumphing  over  barbarous 
power. 

M oft  honourable  was  the  reply  of 
my  illuftrious  correfpondent  Zim- 
merman, after  I had'  communi- 
cated to  him  the  unexampled  fata- 
lity in  Philadelphia,  occafioned  by 
the  yellow  fever,  the  Tranfatlantic 
fcourge  of  human  exiftence,  and 
the  intrepidity  of  Dr.  Rulh,  in  re- 
maining in  the  city  to  ftay  the 
peftilence.”  La  conduite,'’  he 
obferves,  “ moralement  tres  petite 

du  Dr. , pour  !e  quel  ies  habi- 

tans  de  Philadelphie  avoient  ies  plus 
de  con  fiance,  reffembloit  parfaite- 
ment  d celle  du  grand  Sydmham , 
du  temps  de  la  Pefte  de  Londre.s. 
La  conduite  du  Dr.  RuJJi  a meriie, 
que  non  feulement  la  ville  de  Phi- 
ladelphie, rnais  rHumanite  entiere 
lui  eleve  une  ftatue  !” 

I fear  that  I have  too  long  tref- 
palfed  on  the  patience  of  the  reader 
by  digrefiions  j but,  w'hen  the  ac- 
tions of  a Belfuncei  a Ruih,  a 
Defgenettes,  and  a Ward,  are  duly 
confidered,  and  entwined  with  thofe 
of  a How'ard  and  a Neild,  indul- 
j gence  will  throw  a veil  over  the 
I prolixity  of  J.  C.  Lettsom. 


on  Prifons  in  Yorkfliire.  ^oi 

***  I have  juft  received  a letter, 
written  with  moderation  and  judge- 
ment, figned  G.  C.  whodifapproves 
of  the  expretiion  in  the  preceding 
elfay,  p.  395.  - Moft  abandoned, 
as  Papal  Rome  has  verified.”  I 
prefume,  however,  to  think  that 
the  writer  will  find  that  the  beft 
Pliftorians  affert,  that,  whilft  the 
Church  of  Rome  was  rigidly  en- 
forcing its  religious  edidts  and  re- 
Itraints  in  diltant  parts,  the  morals 
of  the  Capital  were  moft  relaxed 
and  abandoned.  The  fame  re- 
fieffion  is  applicable  to  Political 
States,  that  the  Itatutes  are  more 
rigidly  enforced  in  the  provinces 
than  in  the  feat  of  government. 

York  Castle.  Gaoler  'William 
Staveiev ; falary  450 i.  IClons  and 
C'ruvvn  prifoners  pay  no  fees  or  garnifli. 
Debtors  pay  fees.  On  coming  imo 
gaol  3 s.  4d.;  on  difcharge  8s.  8 d.;  a 
fee  to  the  flaerili  if  difcharged  by  the 
jilaiiuiff  5s.  4d.  ; and  a fee  if  difcharged 
by  fuperfedeas  7s  8d.  They  alfo  pav 
garnilh,  viz.  a bag  (containing  a bufliel) 
of  coals  ; alfo  a bag  ot  turf  to  the  room 
^vhich  each  inhabits,  and  two  ndllings 
to  be  fpenl  amongfi  the  other  debtors. 
The  gaoler  Is  allowed  one  flhliing  per 
ini'e  for  the  conveyance  of  prifoncrs  of 
every  defcription.  Every  debtor,  cer- 
tificated as  a pauper  by  the  pa.ifh  to 
vvhicli  he  belongs,  is  allowed  a nine- 
pennv  loaf  on  every  Tuefdav  and  Fri- 
day (iveiph/,  2Sd  Auguji  1802,  three 
pounds  ten  ounces).  Mr.  Staveley,  the 
jmefent  husnane  keeper,  is  active  in 
procuring  employ  for  handicraft  trades, 
fuch  as  tayiors,  fhoemakers,  ladlf  rs, 
weavers,  woolcombers,  &c.  and  thofe 
who  cannot  follow  their  own  pro- 
feflion  foon  learn  to  make  laces,  gar- 
ters, puries,  &c.  which  they  expofe  (o 
fale  in  the  Caftle-yard  ; and  by  whick 
means  many  of  them  comfortably 
maintain  themfebes  and  allill  thtir  fa- 
milies. As  there  is  no  work-room, 
this  manuLbture  (in  rainy  weather) 
is  ettrried  on  in  the  paflUc.es,  or  lobbies. 


* It  is  related  by  lir  Robert  Wiifon,  that  Buonaparte,  whiift  in  his  expedition  to 
Egyptj  ordered  a phyfician  to  potion  the  French  invalid  troops  at  Jaffa  in  Syria,  This 
was  Des  Genettes,  who  refufed  to  execute  the  orders  with  an  intrepidity  that  enabled 
him  to  brave  the  danger  of  loflng  his  own  life  rather  than  to  take  iiway  that  or  anotner. 
The  whole  tranfaftion,  howeverp^  as  defenbed  by  hr  Robert  Will  on,  is  too  horrid  to 
plaim  implicit  credibility, 
f French  for  broom. 
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which  are  fpacious  and  airy.  The 
couniy  funidies  neither  bedding  nor 
iiraw,  for  the  debtor ; and  he  that 
choofes  to  have  a room  to  hinafelf.  pays 
for  the  furniture,  bedding,  &c.  three- 
pence a day.  If  a (ingle  bed  amongd 
other  debtors,  t^vopencea  day.  If  tu  o 
debtors  deep  in  one  bed,  one  pemiv 
each.  Their  Cionri-vard  is  about,  one 
acre  of  ground.  Number  of  debtors, 
2.3d  Augtift  I80!ij,  fixiy.  Chaplain 
Kev.  iMr.  Brcmn,  (alary  .501.  duty. 
Prayers  on  Monday,  Tiiedlav,  and 
Friday  Mornings,  and  prayers  on  a 
Sunday  afiernoon  the  (iinimer  half 
year.  Sacrament  adminidered  'three 
times  a year.  .*\lfb  attends  twice  a day 
perfons  who  are  iefi  for  execution". 
And  the  Rev.  Mr,  Rkhardlun,  (alarv 
t23i.  15s.  Duty,  feimon  and  prayer^ 
every 'rhurfday  morning.  Mr.  Brown's 
(hpend  is  from  the  county,  and  that  of 
JNlr.  Richardfan  !rom  a letracy.  Ha\- 
ing,  through  the  poliienels'  of  Mr. 
ihay,  been  (avoured  wiili  a ertpy  of 
the  writing,  of  eiid(.)waien),  the  follow- 
ing is  a full  e.xtradf,  vn.  “ iGth  Ja- 
nuary, 10  Charles  I.  Phineas  Hodg- 
fon,  P>.  1).  Chancellor  of  the  Cathe- 
dral Church  of  York,  by  his  deed  of 
that  date,  after  e.x[)re(ring  his  defire, 
out  of  his  cominifvration  and  pity  to 
tlie  louls  of  fuch  prifoners  as  then  vvere, 
or  fhould  be,  in  the  Caftle  of  York,  to 
piorale  ih.tt  they,  for  ever  afterwards, 
ni'glu  he  infirucied  in  the  knowled'^e 
or  God,  to  their  eternal  bhfs  and  hap- 
pinefs,^  which  he  hoped  would  be  bv 
providiirg  fome  godlv  Minilier,  or 
preacher  of  God’s  word,  to  preach  un- 
to them  in  the  fud  C.iftle,  wdiich,  by 
reafon  of  the  r impriionnieisi,  they  were 
hindered  elfevvhere  to  hear;  and,  in 
Teyard,  Richard,  then  late  Arehbifhop 
of  York,  did  hcetile,  or  allow  that 
godly  preachers,  for  ever  thereafter, 
might  be  allowed  to  preach  there  to 
that  purpof',  althouoh  there  was  no 
Church  or  Chai'cl,  (Grants  to  John 
Scott,  D.r>,  and  Henry  Wickham,  D.D. 
Prebend  Keftdenli.tnes  of  the  Cathedra! 
of  York,  A YEARLY  RENT  CHARGE  of 
thirty  POUNDS,  ilfuing  out  of  a inef-^' 
(uage  in  Bempton,  alias  Benton  upon 
rhe  Would, in  the  county  of  YYrrk, 
and  out  of  the  (ihape!  and  tithes  of 
Bempton,  alias  Iknton  and  Newfam, 
parcel  of  the  poileOions  of  tne  late  Mo- 
naftery  of  Bridlington,  and  all  the  lands 
and  tenemems  of  the  grantor  in  Bernp- 
lon,  a/?ArBemon  and  Newfam,  pay- 
able hull-yeuDVj  at  V\  hitfunlide  and 


Martinmas,  at  Haxby’s  Tomb,  in  thett 
Cathedral  Church  of' York  (with  the:- 
urual  claufes  of  namine  pcen^rt  and  di-.- 
flrefs  on  default  of  payment^  in  trust,,, 
to  pay  twenty-five  pounds  per  annum^i 
parcel  of  the  faid  30l.  to  fuch  Mtnifter,., 
or  Preacher  of  God’s  word  according-^ 
to  the  true  religion  then  eliabliOied  inn 
the  Church  of  England,  as  (hould  bee 
nominated  andappointed  by  theGrantor, 
and  after  his, death  by  tlie  Dean  and  i 
Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  of  York,  to  . 
preach  weekly  in  the  Caftle  of  York 
to  ^ the  pit  (oners  there  for  the  time  : 
being;  Inch  Minifter  preaching  there- 
once  every  week  throughout  the  year, 
except  only  in  the  AflTize  wTek,  and  at 
luch  times  by  realon  of  any  tnfeciion 
or  otherwi[e,'as  he  fliall  be  dilpenf'ed 
w'itli  J-)y  the  Grantor  during  his  life,  or 
th.e  Dean  and  Chapter  after  his  death. 
And,  to  the  intent  that  the  five 
POUNDS,  refidne  of  the  SOl.  fliould  be 
difiiibufed  weekly  (by  two  (hillings  a 
week),  in  bread,  amongft  the  poorer 
(ort  of  the  pri loners  upon  the  fernion 
days,  to  fuch  of  tliem  as  fhould  be  pre*. 
fent  at  the  laid  lermons  ; hoping  and 
deliring  that  Ibme  others  would  attend 
to  this  pious  and  charitable  work,  and, 
in  lime,  increafe  the  allowance  and 
ftij)end,  and  that  the  work  might  be 
accepeable  to  God,  and  profitable  and 
comfortable  to  many  diftrelled  and 
poor  fouls.” 

J^he  inftrument  then  goes  on  to 
m.Ae  pro\  iliou  for  continuing  and  per- 
Jjetnating  the  truft  on  demife  of  the 
Iruftees. 

J he  Rent  Charge  as  within 
(now,  1802,  paid  by  ihe  re- 
prefentaiives  of  the  late  Ro- 
bert Burton,  ot  Hotham,  in 
Yorkftnre,  efq.  as  owners  of 
theeitateand  tithes  mention- 
ed in  the  deed),  is  - - Y 30  ft  ' 

Out  of  which  is  de- 
dnfted  and  applied  for 
the  purpofes  directed  j 

hy  the  deed  - - . q I 

And  lor  land-taxon  j 

per  annum  - ] 5 

. 6 6 

receipt  £.23  15 

^vrlimg  mentions  that  a 
Mr.  William  Hart,  Merchant  at  York, 
bad  formerly  bequeathed  JOOl.  to  the 
like  ufe  ; nothing  certain  can  now  be 
obtained  concerning  this  legacy,  which, 
like  many  others  I have  heard  of  in 
my  difierent  yifits  to  prifons,  is  pro- 
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bably  loft,  or  diverted  to  fome  other 
spurpole;  and,  from  thepapfe  of  time. 
It  is  not  probable  any  thing  can  noib 
be  made  out. 

> Surgeons,  Meffrs.  Champney  and 
Drake',  falary  none.  Make  a bill. 

In  the  fpaclous  area,  of  about  four 
acres,  is  a noble  County-hall,  in  which 
are  two  Courts  j one  for  the  trial  of 
criminals,  and  the  other  for  Nifi  Prius 
caufes.  The  prifon  for  debtors  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  area,  to  which  you 
afcend,  by  a fine  flight  of  Hone  fieps, 
to  a floor,  on  which  are  eight  rooms, 
l6  feet  fquare,  and  12  feet  high.  Above 
ihefe  are  eleven  rooms  for  common-fide 
debtors,  which  are  all  free  wards,  airy 
and  healthy,  the  paflages  or  lobbies 
leading  to  them  fpacious  and  lofty. 
On  the  ground  floor  are  the  Gaoler’s 
! apartments,  &c.  The  felons’  court  is 
down  five  fteps  : it  is  too  fmall,  being 
only  18  yards  by  15,  and  has  foft 
water  now  laid  on;  the  pump  is  juft 
on  the  outfide  of  the  iron  pallifades, 
which  fupplies  all  the  prifon  with  ex- 
cellent fpring  water.  The  day-room 
for  men  is  24  feet  by  15,  with  a fire- 
I place.  From  this  room  there  are  two 
paflages,  containing  ig  fleeping  cells, 
about  two  yards  fquare,  lofty  and 
arched  roofs,  with  boarded  oak  floors, 
well  ventilated  and  dry-  Out  of  the 
Court  is  a palfage  leading  to  the  Cha- 
pel, in  which  are  eight  fleeping  cells, 

; 9 feet  by  6,  well  ventilated  and  dry. 

j Alfo  another  paflage  from  the  Court-' 
I yard,  with  five  fleeping  cells.  The 
room  for  ^condemned  prifoners,  called 
PoMPEY  Parlour,  is  about  fix  yards 
fquare,  with  a fire-place  ; it  is  fuflici- 
ently  light  to  enable  the  unhappy  per- 
fons  to  read. 

On  the  Weft  fide  of  the  prifon  is  a 
Court-yard,  of  a femicircular  fliape, 

I for  young  offenders,  with  a day-room, 
and  accommodation  for  fifteen  pri- 
foners. To  each  cell  the  County  llfp- 
plies  rugs  for  bedding,  according  to 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  from  two  pair 
to  fix  pair.  Criminals  for  trial  have  a 
fixteen-ounce  loaf  of  good  wheaten 
bread,  with  two  ounces  of  good  cheefe, 
every  morning.  Tranfports  who  are 
convitfted  at  the  Cajile  have  the  King’s 
allowance  of  2s.  6d.  a week,  eighteen- 
pence  paid  in  money,  and  one  (hilling 
in  bread.  Tranfports  from  the  Quarter 
Sejftons  have  2s.  per  week,  viz.  one 
fhilling  paid  in  money  by  that  Riding 
from  which  they  are  fent,  and  one 
(hilling  in  bread. 
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Women  felons  are  kept  quite  fepa* 
rate  in  the  new'  building  on  the  F.aft 
fide  of  the  Caflle-yard,  where  they 
have  two  large  fleepirig-rooms  and  a 
work-room.  A Court-yard  with  wa- 
ter laid  on,  with  a wafli-houfe  and 
other  conveniences.  On  the  fecond 
ftory  are  two  large  convenient  rooms 
ufed  for  an  Infirmary.  Thofe  pri- 
foners who  come  into  gaol  in  a ragged 
and  dirty  condition  are  clean  walhed, 
and  the  county  cloathing  pul  on.  Mr, 
John  Watfon,  Clerk  to  the  Juftices, 
attends  all  their  meetings  held  at  the 
Caftle,  and  regulates  the  weight  of  the 
bread;  falary  2 ll.  per  annum.  There 
are  fix  folitary  cells,  with  boarded 
floors,  well  ventilated,  and  to  each  a 
(mall  Court-yard.  The  table  of  fees^ 
as  fettled  by  the  Juftices  14th  July 
1735,  are  hung  up  in  the  paflage  ; but 
no  other  fees  than  thole  before-men- 
tioned are  taken. 

An  account  of  the  Charity  given 
to  the  priloners  in  his  Majefty’s  gaol, 
the  Caftle  of  York. 

The  Lady  Lumley,  to  be  given  yearly, 
on  St.  Thomas's  day,  formerly  6L  7s, 
is  now  (1802)  increaled  to  lOl.  paid 
to  the  gaoler  every  Chriftmas,  and  or- 
dered by  the  Traftees  to  be  laid  out  in 
difcharging  poor  debtors  out  of  cuf- 
tody,  in  the  (ame  manner  as  the  mo- 
ney left  in  his  hands  by  the  High 
Sheriff  and  gentlemen  of  the  Grand 
Jury  ; for  which  he  produces,  at  each 
Aftize,  proper  vouchers,  &c. 

Tiie  honourable  and  antient  City  of 
Yorky  weekly  In  bread,  2s.  6d. 

Mrs.  Frances  Thornhill,  ^ox  Jiraw*’\ 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  York  has  30l.  in 
his  hands  for  that  purpofe,  ll.  \(H. 

Do6lor  Pidneas  Hodgfon,  paid  week* 
ly  in  bread  to  all  that  hear  fermons,  2s. 

Alderman  JVhite's  and  Mr.  Bowes' e 
legacies  are  both  loft. 

It  is  intended  that  a wing  to  each 
end  of  the  new  building,  on  ihe  Fall 
fide  of  the  Caftle-yard,  (hall  be  ere6led, 
witii  additional  court-vards,  day-rooms, 
and  fleeping  cells,  for  the  greater  (e- 
paralion  of  the  difierent  dalles  of  pri- 
foners, which  appears  to  be  much 
wanted,  and  that  they  are  to  be  begun 
upon  next  fpring,  and  the  plan  for 
which  I much  approve.  The  debtors 
have  from  the  lobbies  or  paflages,  and 
alfo  from  their  fleeping-rooms,  a full 


* The  30s.  for  ftraw  is  laid  out  in  other 
articles,  for  the  good  of  the  prifon,  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Juftices. 
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view  into  the  felons’  court  and  the  fo- 
litary  cells,  by  which  means  dangerous 
implements  have  been  conveyed  to 
them,  and  the  regularity  and  orderly 
condu61  of  the  gaol  frequeiuly  difiurbed. 
Sloping  boards  ])laced  before  the  win- 
dows, in  tlie  manner  I have  feen  them 
in  other  gaols,  would  prevent  this  dan- 
gerous communication.  No  firing  al- 
lowed to  any  part  oF  the  gaol,  except 
to  fick  prifoners,  to  whom  ex  ery  com- 
fort is  adminiftered.  vvhich,  in  the  opi- 
nion ot  the  Suiigeons,  is  judged  ne- 
celfary.  "N,pjmt)er ‘of  felons,  23d  Au- 
guft,  1804*  thirty-eight,  and  one  dan- 
'gerous  lunatic.  *Of  thefe  unhappy  per- 
fons  four  are  left  for  execution  and  I 
wifh  I could  add  they  were  deeply  im- 
prelled  with  the  enormity  of  their  of- 
fences, and  more  diligently  preparing 
for  the  awful  change  they  are  fo  foon 
to  undergo.  I am,  my  dear  fir,  mofi 
fincerely,  yours,  James  Neild. 

Dr.  Letljhm,  Lo7idon. 

Beverleu,  Aug.  25,  1802. 

My  dear  Friend, 

You  mull  receive  this  by  way  of 
Poftfcript,  or  Addenda,  to  m'y  deCcrip- 
tion  of  York  Caftle  ; for  1 cannot  give 
you  greater  pleafure  than  by  commu- 
nicating any  improvement  in  Piifons 
and  Polices,  to  which  important  branch 
the  public-fpiriied  gentlemen  of  this 
County  ha\  e fhewn  ihemfelves  particu- 
larly attenti\'e. 

My  letter  in  1802  mentions  the  in- 
tended riew  buildings  on  the  Eaft  fide 
o!  the  Gafile-yard.  Yhe  North  wing  is 
finilhed  (and  the  oihtrs  begun').  In 
the  front  is  the  Office  for  the  Clerk  of 
Affize,  and  the  Indi6lment  Office, 
which  looks  into  one  of  the  Court- 
yards ; each  of  which  (three)  is  44 
feet  by  24,  flagged,  and  well  fupplied 
with  water.  The  firft  ffory  confilis  of 
a day  or  work-room,  24  feet  by  15. 
and  9 feet  4 inches  high,  with  a fire- 
place; two  fleeping-cclls  leading  out 
of  the  day-room,  ll  feet  by  g,  of  the 
fame  height ; and  two  others  in  the 
paflage,  18  feet  by  8.  The  fecond  and 
third  (lories  have  each  a day-room, 
with  a fire-place,  15  feet  bv  11,  and 
fix  fleeping  cells  each.  This  will  give 
the  intelligent  and  attentive  gaoler  a 
power  of  feparating  pri/ciim  ybr  trial 
from  ihofe  conviRed : and  to  keen 
milc'lemeanors  and  the  leiler  oflences 
by  themfelves ; and,  in  fliort,  every 
clafs  of  prifoners  will  have  feparate  di- 
yifions,  a convenience  this  prifon  has 
long  wanted. 


The  greatly  refpe6}ahle  and  antieutf 
City  is  building  a new  prifon  fuffi-. 
c ently  large  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity., 
of  any  other.  May  we  not  hope,  then,,, 
it  will  imitate  the  County  in  libera-- 
lity  ; and,  by  taking  down  and  con-- 
folidating  the  gaols  of  ht.  Pe/er  and) 
Oufe-bridge,  efface  from  remembrance  : 
there  ever  exifled  fuch  horrid  places  of 
confinement?  In  this  wifh  1 am  hire  : 
you  will  cordially  join  with,  my  dear 
fir,  your  ever  grateful  James  Neild. 
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LETTER  XX.  ON  PRISONS. 

-*4-  tt  Sambrook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban,  r ? 

July  2 2. 

AINFUL  would  it 

t prove  to  me  longer 
to  poftpone  my  ac- 
o knowlcdgments  to 
, ^ the  publick,  in  al- 

lowing  me  fo  fre- 
quently to* offer  to  their  perufal 
the  Letters  on  Prifons ; and  parti- 
cularly to  Sylvaniis  Urban,  for  the 
facrifice  of  fo  many  of  his  valuable 
pages,  while  Effays  much  more  in- 
terefting  are  before  him.  The  ap- 
probation, or  at  lead  the  patience> 
with  which  mine  have  been  read, 
may  doubtlefs  be  aferibed  to  the 
ufcful  information  afforded  by  my 
friend  Neilix  ; information  which 
no  other  individual  is  enabled  to 
convey.  I know,  indeed,  from  the 
beft  fources,  that  ample  is  the  ca- 
talogue of  benevolent  perfons  who 
feel  as  he  doei,  and  who,  like  him, 
have  devoted  an  helping  hand  to 
remove  or  mitigate  human  infeli- 
city ; and  with  Ogilvie,  the  PocL 
on  Providence, 

Say,  weeps  not  Pity  o’er  yon  mournful 
feene  [ftream 

In  foftened  anguifh  ? Let  the  copious 
Burft  from  the  feeling  heart.  The  manly 
tear 

Belongs  to  Virtue.  Be  the  wretch  accurs’d,, 
Whofe  bofora  melts  not  at  another’s  woe  1” 

Book  III.  1.  717. 

I am  aware,  however,  that  I 
ought  not  to  prefumc  too  long  upon 
indulgences  I may  not  have  me- 
rited, or  to  engage  pages  that  might 
have  been  more  ufefully  occupied. 
The  publick,  henceforth,  lhail  not 
be  fo  frequently  troMbled  with  Pri- 
fon  Letters,  left  indifference  may 
fuccced  to  approbation,  or  difguft 


to  repetition.  The  fame  frequency 
to  public  feeling  and 
judgment  is  now  indeed  lefs  requi- 
fite  ; for,  enquiry  and  energy  have 
been  very  generally  excited,  and 
important  improvements  refpefting 
Prifons  and  Prifoners  recently  ex- 
ecuted. Before  this  happy  revolu- 
tion in  public  fentiment,  6vefy  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  juftice,  and  true 
policy  demanded  aftive  fucceflion 
and  quick  remonftrance,  that  the 
falutary  impreffion  once  madefhould 
not  foon  expire,  nor  action  once 
cxercifed  long  protracted  ; and  that 
whatever  Howard  left,  Neild 
might  complete,' — fentiments  of 
this  kind,  which  Chevreau  might 
have  felL  and  has  happily  eluci- 
dated : 

Quivmt  fair ele  Ken,  doit  lefaire  en fecret. 
Sans  interet,  fans  fafte,  fans  regret. 

Sans  le faire  valoir,  et  fans  en  rien  pretendre„ 
Celui  qui  le  fait  promptement. 

Sans  Lefaire  long-temps  attendre 
Oblige  toujours  douhlement. 

L’efpoir  qu' on  fait  languir  sKnquiete,  ft 
laffe, 

Se  relentefacilement. 

Et  la  grace,  en  un  mot,  ne  pajfe  point  pour 
grace, 

Qitand  elle  vient  trop  lentemtnt 
To  turn  to  the  fubfequent  ftate- 
ment  of  fome  of  the  prifons  in 
Yorkfhire,  truly  ungrateful  to  my 

* Kind  fmiles  in  fecret  to  difpenfe. 

Is  thy  fond  wifh,  Muniftcence  1 
Stranger  to  intereft  and  pride. 

Alone  to  felfifh  minds  allied. 

No  cold  nor  lingering  delay 
Shall  e’er  thy  ready  favour  flay  ; 

But  thy  prompt  hand  fhall  foon  imparC 
The  warm  intentions  of  thine  heart. 
Unknown  to  thee  the  fick’ning  mien 
That  marks  of  dying  Hope  the  feene  ; 
When  the  pale  wretch,  with  languid  figh. 
With  feeble  hand  and  thanklefs  eye. 

The  long-protra6led  gift  furveys, 

The  fav’nte  wifh  of  earlier  days. 

fueling? 
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feelings  is  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  no  chaplain,  no  religious  at- 
tention,” to  reform  the  Prifoner  by 
his  counfels,  nor  exhortation  to  re- 
vive the  latent  fire  which  vicious 
habits  might  not  have  totally  ex- 
tinguilhed.  Even  where  chaplains 
have  been  appointed,  I fear  that 
the  religious  fcrvices  are  lefs  fre- 
quently exercifed  than  they  ought 
to  be  5 for  the  loMd  watered  in  one 
week  may  become  arid  before  the 
next,  and  the  good  feed  that  began 
to  vegetate  may  be  dried  up,  if  not 
often  refrelhed  with  the  dew  of 
pious  inflrudtion. 

If  no  Chaplain  be  engaged  to  en- 
ter the  walls  of  incarceration,  the 
bcft  fubftitute  appears  to  be  the  ad- 
I'niflion  of  religious  books  j and  I 
cannot  but  repeat  a former  propo- 
rtion, that  fuitable  ones  might  be 
pointed  out  by  the  Clergy  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Prifoners'',  among 
whom  prayers  Ihould  be  read  twice 
a day,  either  by  the  Keeper,  or  by 
one  -of  the  more  orderly  Prifoners, 
or  by  rotation  among  others  of 
them,  who  arc  capable  of  reading  j 
by  which  habits  of  piety  might 
gradually  be  formed,  and  vicious 
propen hties  be  corredted.  They 
v/ould  thus  feel  themfelvcs  rational 
and  accountable  beings,  a fenfe  of 
which  is  a good  guard  againft  vice  ; 
but,  let  it  b^e  a moft  ferious  injunc- 
tion, that  whoever  addreifes  the 
Supreme  Being  in  prayer,  fiiould 
do  it  with  the  utmoft  folcmnity  j 
as  the  mofl  awful  fiation,  next  to 
final  judgment,  in  wEich  a finite 
can  appear  before  an  infinite  ado- 
rable Being  j with 

“ — Sighs  now  breath’d 

Inutterable,  which  the  I'pirit  of  prayer 
Infpir’d.”  Milton. 

WitliolU  this  folemnity,  no  prayer 
indeed  fhould  be  ofiered  up  by  any 
individual.  In  addrefling  a man  of 
fuperior  rank,  fome  emotion  is  pro- 
duced ; of  what  degree  then  fliould 
be  the  humility  of  devotion  in  ad- 
drelfing  Plim  who  dwelleth  in  un- 
fearchable  light  with  the  attribute 
of  inconsprehenfible  purity  ! 


I cannot  well  conclude  without 
hinting  at  that  important  mean  of 
improving  the  mind  of  the  Prifoner, 
of  conferring  fuch  kindneffes  and 
indulgences  as  good  behaviour 
might  encourage  : but,  as  this  let- 
ter has,  I fear,  been  extended  be- 
yond the  fuffrages  of  a patient 
reader,  the  fubjedt  fhall  be  renewed 
in  a fubfequent  letter  by 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Beverley  Town  and  Liberty- 
GjLol.  Timothy  Lunclie,  gaoler  and  fer- 
jeant  at  inacc;  falary  14l.  4s.  Fees, 
debtors, 4s.  4d.  Garnirti,  Is.  Chaplain, 
none.  Surgeon,  none  appointed  ; when 
one  is  wanted  he  is  fent  by  the  Mayor. 
Allowance  to  debtors,  none,  except  cer- 
tificated as  paupers,  and  then  they  have 
the  fame  allowance  as  felons,  viz.  6d.  a 
dav.  For  debtors  there  are  three  rooms  ; 
one  below  well  furniflied,  for  which  the 
gaoler  charges  2s.  6d.  per  we«k,  and  a 
linall  one,  where,  if  the  debtor  finds 
hi^  own  bed  he  pays  6d.  a week  ; the 
third  room  is  up-fiairs,  where  the  keep- 
er furnifhes  a bed  at  Is.  Sd.  per  week. 
One  fmall  court-yard  for  all  deferip- 
tion  of  prifoners,  w’iih  a work-fhed  in 
it,  but  no  water;  the  gaoler  fetches  it 
from  over  the  way.  Men  and  women 
felons  have  each  a feparate  day-room 
up-flairs,  and  the  women’s  fleeping- 
room  adjoins,  all  very  offenlive  for 
w'ant  of  fewers,  a half  tub  being  fub- 
llituted  for  that  purpofe.  Men  crimi- 
nals fleep  in  two  dirty  cells  below,  about 
four  yards  I’quare,  with  each  a privv  in 
it,  badly  remilated,  having  only  a ffnall 
iron-grated  window  in  each.  The  Town 
allows  ftraw  in  ticking,  two  blan- 
kets, and  a rug.  Employment,  pound- 
ing liie-fherds,  for  which  they  receixe 
6d.  a bufliel.  A table  of  fees  payable 
to  the  attorneys  and  clerk  of  the  Court, 
and  figned  bv  the  Mavor,  Recorder, 
and  Aldermen,  is  hung  up,  and  like- 
wife  a table  of  the  antient  cufloms. 
Debtors  are  committed  to  this  prifoii 
by  the  Court  of  llequefts,  as  well  as 
thofe  by  a(d:ions  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  in  the  Town-court.  Nei- 
ther the  A cl  for  the  prefervalion  of 
health,  or  the  claufes  againft  fpiritnons 
liquors  are  hung  up.  Three  years  fince 
the  gaol  had  been  whitewafhed,  Pri- 
foners, 25th  Auguft  1802,  debtors 
none ; felons  three. 

Beverley-Hall  Garth,  for  Debt- 
ors, in  the  flberiy  of  St.  John  of  Be- 
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[Bo5.1  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks 


frley,  i*  a Manor-gaol,  or  Court  Ba- 
ivn,  held  by  Lord  Yarborough,  has 
jCT  the  hall  five  rooms  (l6  feet  by  10) 
VO  of  which  have  fire  places.  Tome  of 
lefe  have  brick,  and  others  boarded 
oors.  Chaplain  none,  or  any  reli- 
lious  attentions.  Surgeon,  none.  Al- 
owance,  none  whatever.  Debtors  pay 
■ s.  Sd.  each  per  week  for  a bed  furni(h- 
;d  by  the  keeper,  William  Lundie, 
vho  has  no  falary  j fees  2s.  Id.  ; gar- 
ilfh  Is.  No  court.  No  water  accef- 
ible  to  prifoners.  Neither  the  A6t  for 
TreCervation  of  health,  or  ciaufesagainll 
’’pirituous  liquors  are  hung  up.  There 
are  faid  to  be  113  towns  or  parts  of 
towns,  that  are  within  the  liberty  of  St. 
John  of  Beverley,  or  Beverley-Hall 
Garth.  Prifoners,  Soih  Auguft  1802, 
none.  The  keeper  of  Kail  Garth  has, 
together  with  the  prifon,  about  three 
acres  of  ground,  for  which  he  pays 
]2l.  a year.  lie  told  me  he  was  going 
to  leave  it,  as  all  he  had  to  depend 
upon  was  felling  a little  ale,  and  that, 
being  in  a bye  place  out  of  the  town, 
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drop  of^  coals  yearly.  The  claufes 
againd  Ijrirituous  licjuors  are  hung  up, 
but  not  the  a6l  for  prelervatioa  of 
health.  Emirloyment,  fpinning,  and 
picking  oakum,  and  pounding  ti!e- 
flterds ; but  thefe  two  lad  articles, 
though  fo  near  Hull,  being  difficult  to 
procure,  only  one  woman  was  at  work, 
and  die  was  fpinning.  Prlfoner«  have 
the  whole  ot  their  earnings,  and  it 
were  to  be  vvilhed  themagidrates  would 
not  (uder  a half  tub  or  uircovered  pail 
to  be  in  each  room,  as  it  keeps  them 
condanily  od'enfive,  and  for  which 
there  can  be  little  occafioiras  there  is 
a fewer  in  the  court-yard.  Prifoners, 
25th  Augud,  1802,  one  felon  j dve 
for  petty  offences. 

Hull  Tov/n  and  County  ^Iaol. 
Rohert  Rames  Bai7ies,  gaoler  j falary, 
look  out  of  which  he  jjrovides  a turn- 
key ; fees  for  debtors  and  felons,  7s. 
each,  and  to  the  undcr-dieriff.  Is.  ; 
garnidi  abolidied.  Chaplain,  none ; but 
the  reverend  Mr.  Bromley,  Vicar  of 


he  was  a great  lofer  by  it.  The  reafon, 


he  faid,  that  he  had  no  prifoners  was, 
that  the  deward  of  the  Court  was  only 
an  attorney,  and  that  he  could  not  aH 
without  a’barrider,  which  was  too  ex- 
penfive,  fo  that  his  gaol  luas  JiegleSed. 
That  when  he  fird  came  there,  Mr. 
Bealniff,  harrijler,  was  chief-devvard, 
and  Mr.  Ramfav,  attorney  at  law,  de- 
puty-deward ; that  at  that  time  he  had 
many  prifoners,  and  was  doing  very 
wed,' but  Mr.  Beatniff  being  dead,  and 
Mr.  Hail,  the  prefent  chief-deward, 
not  being  a barrijier,  he  very  feldom 
had  any  prifoners. 

Beverley'  House  of  Correction; 
George  Plummer,  gaoler  ; lalary,  84l., 
fees  and  garnifh  abolid^ed.  Chaplain, 
none.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Gill ; falary  none  ; 
makes  a bill.  Allowance,  6d.  a day. 
This  prifon  adjoins  the  Town-hall; 
lias  on  the  ground  floor  three  fleeping- 
cells,  about  9 feet  by  6,  and  a dark 
room  ufed  bv  the  military  for  the  con- 
finement of  foldicrs.  On  the  two  up- 
per dories  there  are  four  fleeping  cells 
about  the  fain«  fxze;  with  a looby  of 
Q yards  long,  and  7 leet  wide  for 
the  prifoners  occadonally  to  walk  in. 
Three  cells  below  for  vagrants.  A 
fmall  court-yard,  with  a privy  in  it. 
No  water  acceffible  to  prifoners.  1 wo 
Tvork-rooms,  one  for  men,  the  other 
for  women.  Two  rooms  let  apart  for 
infirmaries.  The  Ead  Riding  a ovvs 
draw  on  plank-beddeads>  and  five  cha»- 


Holly  Trinity,  frequently  atiends.  Sur- 
geon, Mr,  Claike;  falary  8l.  8s.  Al- 


O y j 

lovvance  for  conveying  tranfports,  Is, 
per  mile.  Allowance  10  felons,  4d,  a 
day,  and  thofe  debtors  who  are  ceriiji-^ 
ca'led  cis  paupers  have  the  fame  allow- 
ance. This  gaol  is  in  a fine  dtuation, 
jud  out  of  the  town  ; and  w'ould  be  a 
good  one,  if  the  turnkey’s  lodge  was  re- 
built, and  in  front  of  the  prifon,  and 
the  boundary  wall  (at  prefeiit  only  13 
feet  6 inches)  railed  ^ feet  higher. 
Under  the  fame  roof  with  the  turnkey’s 
apartments  there  is  an  oven  and  a bath, 
and  a wmrk-room  for  debtors  ; which 
are  mod  injudicioufly  bui’t  in  the 
cot^rt-yard,  and  near  the  prifon  wall, 
ob(lra6ling  the  keeper’s  view,  and 


feeming  to  invite  efcapes  ; henceyoz/r 


have  been  effecled  in  ten  years ; felons 
are  therefore  prohibited  the  ufe  of  it. 
The  ground  ffoor  of  the  gaol  is  occu- 
pied by  the  keeper,  except  one  room 
for  w'omen  convibls,  which  looks  to 
the  garden,  where  they  can  fee  and 
couverfe  with  the  debtors.  This  might 
eadly  he  pieiented  by  Hoping  boards 
before  the  windows.  On  the  Ead  fide 
of  the  building  is  a court  42  feet  by  17, 
and  arcades,  wliCTe  the  men  felons 
pound  tde-fherds,  and  on  their  dii- 
charf'-e  (if  they  have  behaved  well)  re- 
ceive^ a proportion  of  their  earnings, 
which  is  regularly  entered  in  a book. 
The  w’omen  fpin,  and  receive  the 
whole  they  earn.  The  fird  dor v has  a 

day  room  for  felons,  23  feet  by  lb, 

vviia 
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with  a fire-place,  and  five  fleeping-cells 
at  the  Eafi  end,  14  feet  by  G,  with 
arched  roofs,  lofty  and  \vcll-'''eniilated, 
warm  by  the  tut)e  of  a Gernian-ftoye 
palfing  through  each.  In  the  centre 
is  a fquare  room  (loo  linall)  with  a 
reading  defk  in  one  corner,  n(ed  as  a 
chapel,  where  all  prifoners  indllcriini- 
nalely  mix  when  divine  Ibrvice  is  per- 
formed. The  \Vefl  end  has  a day-room 
fpr  debtors,  22  feet  8 inches  by  14 
feet  4 inches,  and  a room  for  women 
felons  before  trial.  Tlie  fecond  llory, 
liafl;,  has  a day-rornn  14  feet  and  a half 
fquare,  and  five  lleeping-cells,  the  fize 
of  thofe  below,  for  felorls  before  trial. 
In  the  centre  i.s  a day-room  17  feet  9 
inches  by  13  feet  Cinches,  ■where  thofe 
committed  for  allauhs  are  frequently 
confined  to  prevent  their  mi-King  with 
common  felons  ; and  the  Welt  end  has 
three  fleeping-rooms  for,  debtors,  who 
pay  for  a lingle  bed  Is.  Cd.  per  week  ; 
if  two  lleep  together.  Is.  3d.  each.  The 
third  fiory  confifts  of  a day-room,  21 
feet  9 by  17  feet  6 inches,  and  four 
fleeping-rooms  for  debtors,  for  three  of 
which  they  pay  as  on  the  fecond  fiory, 
and  the  fourth  is  for  thofe  who  furnifh 
their  own  beds,  and  pay  per  week. 
Water  is  at  all  times  accelTible  to  the 
debtors.  Felons  have  their  twbs  or 
buckets  filled  with  frefli  water  twice  or 
three  times  a day,  as  occafion  requires, 
as  well  as  to  cleanfe  the  covered  tubs 
which  ferve  the  purpofes  of  fewer. 
Every  criminal  is  allowed  a plank-bed- 
Head,  a firaw-mattrals,  two  blankets, 
and  a rug.  Couniv  cloaihing  is  like- 
wtfe  provided  for  prifoners  before  trial ; 
and, their  own  ticketed,  hungup,  and 
delivered  to  them  on  difeharge.  Every 
priloner  is  wafhed  in  the  bath  before 
trial.  Debtors,  male  and  female,  have 
one  fpacious  court,  60  yards  by  20. 
and  many  conveniences  to  work  at 
their  own  trades,  and  looms  are  pro- 
vided for  the  mannfaclory  of  garters, 
faces,  &c.  for  thofe  who  are  of  no 
trades  and  whiling  to  work.  In  the 
depth  of  Winter  the  magifirates  hu- 
manely order  a bnfhel  and  half  of 
coals  per  week  to  every  room  which  is 
occupied  and  has  a fire-pJacc.  I found 
the  prifon  clean  in  every  part,  well- 
yentilaied  and  healthy;  the  A(fd  for  pre- 
fervation  of  health,  and  claufe  againfi 
fpirits,  confplcuoufly  iinng  up.  Num- 
ber of  debtors,  1802^,  January  29tb,  fe- 
ven.  Felons,  ten.  Auguft  26 ih,  debt- 
ors, fifteen.  Felons,  feventeen. 

From  the  quantity  of  junk  I faw  in 
ibis  town,  1 am  of  opinion  that  con- 


fiant  employ  in  picking  oakum  mighi.. 
be  furnilhed  for  every  prifoner,  if  con- 
venient work-rooms  were  built, 

Hull  Bridewell.  John  Dtinn,, 
gaoler  ; falary  40l.  a chaldron  of  coals,, 
and  a ftonc  of  foap.  Chaplain,  none,,, 
or  any  religious  attention  whatever. 
Surgeon,  Mr  Clarke,  falary,  2l.  2s.  , 
and  makes  a bill.  Three  cells  below  ' 
ground,  two  of  them  dark  andill-venj. 
tilated  by  a final  1 iron-grating,  which, 
looks  to  the  narrow  paffage,  the  third 
has  an  iron-grated  wfindow  to  the  open 
air;  in  this  four  boys  w’ere  pounding 
tile-fherds,  for  which  they  receive  4d. 
per  bufliel.  Each  cell  is  'about  10  fee^ 
by  9,  to  which  the  Corporation  allow* 
a plank  bedfiead,  firaw  mattrafs,  two 
blankets  and  a rug.  The  firft  floor  has 
three  cells,  the  fame  fize;  the  nppei* 
ktqry  has  one  cell,  a work-room  for 
ipinning,  and  a room  for  debtors.  By 
the  A6l  2nd  Geo.  III.  cap.  S8.  debtors 
from  the  Court  of  Confcience  are  fenl 
hither  or  the  common  gaol  for  three 
Calendar  months.  A half  tub  in  each 
room  ferves  the  pnrpofe  of  a neceflary. 
The  whole  prifon  very  dirty,  and  lio 
water  acceflible  to  the  priloners.  A 
court-yard  might  be  made  from  th« 
walie-ground  adjoining.  AS.  for  pre- 
fervalion  of  health,  and  claufes  againfi 
fpiritunns  liquors,  both  hung  up.  Debt-.- 
ors,  26th  Auguft,  1802,  none.  Crimi- 
nals, eleven. 


My  clear  Friend,  vponihll, 

Augn/lQb,  1802. 

1 LEAVE  this  place  to-morrow  for 
Scarborough,  where  I propofe  fpend- 
ing  a few  days,  in  hopes  that  fea-bath- 
in^  may  brace  and  firengthen  my 
nerve^s  and  debilitated  frame,  and  o'f. 
which  both  Hand  in  much  need.  You 
mufi  not  expert  to  hear  from  me  till 
(by  a circuitous  route)  1 reach  Harrow- 
gate,  where  1 fliall  have  ample  leifure 
to  continue  mv  journal.  I propofe 
breakfafiing  at  Great  Driffield,  a place 
famous  for  Trout,  and  where  I fliould 
like  to  try  rnyfleill  ; the  weather,  warm 
and  cloudy,  is  peculiarly  favourable  ; 
but  having  neitfier  tackle  or  acquaint- 
ance, mufi  walk  down  the  banks,  fur- 
vey  the  fiream  wrth  many  a longing, 
lingering  look,  and  converfe  with  mv 
landlord,  who,  I am  told,  is  an  adep't 
iiy  the  fciencc,  and  will  entertain  me 
with  his  pifeatoria!  exploits.  Adieu, 
My  d ear  fir  ; and  believe  me  ever 
cordially  yours,  James  Nbild. 

To  Dr,  Lettjom, 


Nickox-S  cu?d  Sou,  PrinterSf  Red  Tion  PaJ^age^  Fleet  Stteet,- 
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THE  GENTLEMAN’S  MAGAZINE, 

For  AUGUST,  1805. 


LETTER  XXI.  ON  PRISONS. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sambrook  Court, 
Augujl  23. 


The  quality  of  Mercy  is  not  ftrained ; 

“ It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  rain  fromHcav’n 
“ Upon  the  place  beneath.  It  is  twice 
blefs’d ; [takes. 

It  blefleth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that 
“ It  is  an  attribute  of  God  himfelf ; [God’s, 
“ And  earthly  power  doth  then  fhew  likeft 
When  Mercy  feafons  Juftice.” 

Shaksp.  Merch.  of  Ven.  Aft  IV.  Sc.  2. 


AR  diflant  from  my 
view  was  it  fo  early 
p to  have  appeared 

again  in  your  pages  j 
but  I Ihould  have 
felt  it  almoft  as  a 
criminal  a6l  to  have  pleaded  either 
the  want  of  time  or  the  preffure 
of  profeflional  engagements  in  cx- 
cufe  of  my  dereli6tion  of  public 
appeals  in  favour  of  the  prifoner, 
after  the  receipt  of  my  friend  Ncild’s 
letter,  which  hiews  an  anxiety  to 
extend  the  influence  of  that  Mercy 
fo  fwcetly  fung  by  Collins  * : 

Oh,  thou,  who  fitt’ft  a fmiling  bride 
“ By  Valour’s  arm’d  and  aweful  fide ; 

“ Gcndeft  of  Iky-bern  forms,  and  beft 
ador’d ; 

Who  oft  with  fongs,  divine  to  hear, 

Winn’ 11  from  his  fatal  grafp  the  fpear, 
And  hid’ft  in  wreaths  of  flowers  his 
bloodlefs  fword.” 


In  this  letter  he  remarks  that  my 
precurfive  effays  have  produced, 
and  are  producing,  incalculable 
advantages  j more  than  I have  in 
**  30  years  been  able  to  effedl,  has 
**  hence  been  brought  about  in  12, 
''  months.  The  gaolers  are  allon  ,the 
alert,  and,  from  fear  of  being  vi,- 
fited,  are  in  conftant  prepay ation  3 
*~Collins  was  deeply- attac1fcd=‘to  -a 
young  lady  who  was  born  the  day  ■ before 
him,  who  did  not  return  his  paflioh  \vith 
equal  ardour ; on  which  he  pleafantly 
obferved,  “ that  he  came  into  the  world 
a day  after  the  Fair.” 


at  the  fame  time  many  magiftrates 
“ are  better  acquainted  with  the 
injide  of  a prifon  houfe.  I could 
cafily  comprefs  my  remarks  5 but, 
without  accuracy  of  detail,  the 
**  effedts  would  ccafe.  I have  ob-* 
“ ferved  in  many  hofpirals  that  there 
arc  JJiew -wards,  with  the  infpec- 
tion  of  which  the  fuperflcialvilitor 
goes  away  perfectly  fatisfied;  fo 
“ in  prifons,  the  gaolers  manage 
**  with  equal  dexterity  j and  what 
is  not  fecn  there  is  no  fear  of 
having  deferibed. 

In  my  own  opinion,  I hold  life 
by  a very  precarious  tenure  and 
I am  anxious  that  every  county 
‘‘  fhould  know  the  real  ftate  of  its 
own  prifons.  This  will  be  more 
generally  diffufed  through  the 
medium  of  a Magazine  f than  by 
the  publication  of  a volume,  the 
reading  of  which  would  be,  as 
Fenelon  fays, 

“ Too  great  an  interruption  to  gaiety.’^ 
In  the  preceding  letter  (p.  595) 
I had  propofed  to  introduce  in  a 
fubfequent  one  fome  remarks  on 
the  moral  government  of  prifoners  ; 
but  the  important  communications 
in  the  following  letter  will  arreft 
the  attention  of  the  reader,  and 
certainly  claim  immediate  notice. 

* My  wirtuous  friend,  however,  may 
fee  his  thread  gliding  through  the  fingers 
of  the  Parcae,  and  fhortening,  without 
being  moved  by  the  fight. 

’ h-f  Let  me  fay  here,  if  I have  not  before 
’^faid  it,  that  1 do  not  purpofe  ever  to  print 
thefe  eflays  in  a feparate  volume,  for  ob- 
vious  reafons.  The  hafte,  however,  with 
which  the  printing  is  unavoidably  con- 
dufted  in  periodical  eflays  muft  occafion- 
ally  produce  errata.  In.  the  Magazine 
for  June, 

P.  502, ybr  accepea.ble,  read  acceptable# 
t>Oi,for  1804,  read  1802. 

for  prifons  and  polices,  read 

prifoa  poliet, 

I am 


6gi  Dr,  Lettfom’s  Tvthtji-firjl  Letter  m Frifons.  [Aug. 


J am  tlred^  indeed^  with  the  tie- 
ceility  of  noticing  n9  chaplain,  na 
religious  attention,  fo  generally  ap* 
It  plicable  to  the  prtfoni  in  Torkuiire. 
" Scarborough,  me  centre  of  gaiety, 
the  refort  of  the  wealthy,  with 
amufemetits  and  diilipation  to  avert 
ennui,  with  falubrious  waters  to 
remove  difeafc,  affords  no  chaplain 
to  alleviate  the  mifery,  or  cure  the 
depravity,  of  the  prifoner,  or  any 
allowance  to  fuftain  the  cxiftence  of 
his  life } thua  realizing  the  pathetic 
reproach  of  the  Poet : 

^ •*  Yc  who  weekly  eateh 

“ The  morfel  tofs'd  by  law-forc'd  charity, 
**  And  die  fo  flowly  that  none  call  it 
murder.’\  CoctRiDGE. 

The  fame  painful  reflexions  a rife 
from  viewing  the  ftate  of  the  gaols 
of  Knarejhorough,  where,  with  a re- 
flnement  of  punifl>mcnt  which  I 
hope  rarely  occurs  in  any  other 
part  of  the  civilized  or  uncivilized 
world,  in  addition  to  no  chaplain, 
no  religious  attention,  no  furgeon, 
no  allowance  of  food  j we  find  no 
. ilraw  to  lie  upon,  no  water  accef- 
flble,  and  where  even  air  is  ad- 
mitted with  a niggardly  paucity. 
The  human  fpecies  is  laid  to  be 
' capable  of  living  , under  a greater 
.variety  of  fituations  than  any  other 
animal  j and  the  town  gaol  of 
Knarefborough  affords  a faX 
flrongly  corroborative  of  this  fup- 
pofition,  where  a poor  prifoner  fur- 
vived  the  confinement,  flench,  and 
want  of  pure  air,  which  combined 
proved  fatal  to  a dog  introduced  for 
thfe  purpofe  of  preferving  the  pri- 
foncr  from  vcrminJJjifNo  wonder, 
then,  that  in  fuch  a place  of  com' 
plicated  negleX  the  amufements  of 
the  dilhpatcd  fhould  ftifle  the  plain- 
tive and  ungrateful  voice  of  diftrefs, 
aad  afford  the  afteXing  narrative  of 
pocr  Elmflcy,  which  my  friend  has 
detailed  with  that  feeling  which 
£rft  impelled  him  to  plunge  into  the 
dungeons  of  mifery  rather  than  to 
feek  the  chambers  of  diilipation. 

Long  as  this  letter  has  been  ex- 
tended, 1 cannot  filently  pafs  by 
'the  poor^houfe  of  New  Mahon, 
which,  alas ! like  too  many  other 


poor-houfes,  is  fo  managed  as  to 
afford  an  appropriate  ftep  to  a gaol, 
which  again  furnifhes  another  to 
mount  up  to  the  gallows  j as  from 
the  negleX  of  education  fprings  one 
of  the  mofl;  univerfal  and  produXivc 
fourccs  of  vice  5 a fubjeX  too  copious 
to  dwell  upon  in  the  prefent,  but 
which  I hope  to  introduce  in  a fu- 
ture clTay,  as  well  as  its  kindred 
fourcc  of  depravity,  idlenefs,  fanc- 
tioned  here  by  the  total  negleX  of 
employment ; the  confcquencc  of 
which  mufl  be,  as  Jeremy  Taylor, 
bifliop  of  Down,  well  obferved  to 
a lady  of  his  acquaintance,  who 
had  negleXed  the  education  of  her 
fon,  Madam,  if  you  do  not  chufe 
to  fill  your  boy’s  head  with  fome- 
thing,  the  Devil  will  j”  and  the 
Spanifh  proverb  obferves  farther, 
that  **  the  Devil  tempts  every  man, 
but  an  idle  man  ever  tempts  the 
Devil*.” 

To  promote  the  extenfion  of  one 
(education),  and  check  the  influ- 
ence of  the  other  (idlenefs),  will 
be  objeXs  of  early  confideration  by 
Yours,  &c.  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Scarborough,  Yorkshire.  Mi- 
ry Grant,  gaoler  ; fklary,  *0l.  Chap, 
lain  none,  or  any  religious  attention! 
whatever.  Surgeon,  none  appointed  ; 
when  one  is  wanted,  he  is  paid  by  the 
town.  Allowance  n«ne,  except  ceriin 
ficated  as  paupers,  and  then  the  fame 
as  the  poor  of  their  refpe^live  parifhes. 

This  Gaol  is  over  the  Newborough 
Gale,  .:t  the  entrance  into  the  town. 
Ihe  aparimenis  below  are  occupied  by 
wafherw’omcn  employed  by  the  gentry 
vifiting  this  place,  and  the  imall  court- 
yard is  ufed  to  dry  cloaths  in,  (o  that 
the  debtors  have  no  ufe  of  it ; the  only 
place  they  have  to  walk  in  is  a lobb'y 
about  ()  yards  long  and  4 feet  wide. 
Debtors  have  four  well  ventilated  and 
airy  (leeping-rooins,  to  three  of  which 
the  keeper  ftirnjflies  a bed  at  3<1.  per 
■ night  each  ; the  fourth  is  for  thofe 
who  find  their  own  bed,  am!  pay  6d. 

* T Marquis  Spinola  once  enquired 
of  Sir  Horace  Vere,  of  what  complaint 
hfi  brother  died.  » He  died,”  replied 
Sir  Hcvacc;  ‘‘  of  having  nothing  to  do.” 
*‘'Alas~V’  feplicd  Spinola,  “that  is  enough 
to  kill  any  general  of  as  all.” 
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1805.]  Mn  Nclld’s  Remarks 

a week.  No  water  acceffible  to  the 
prilbners^f  or  any  to  the  goal  but  what 
tfl  bought.  The  Felon  prifon  is  on 
«he  ground  floor  on  the  other  fide  the 
gate-way,  and  confifts  of  four  cells 
about  9 feet  fquare  and  7 feet  high ; 
two  of  thefe  are  dungeons,  four  fteps 
below  the  ground,  with  draw  on  plantc- 
bedfleads,  very  damp  and  dirty,  but 
whitewafhcd  while  I was  there.  The 
iron-grating  of  the  fartheft  dungeon  is 
juft  over  an  open  and  very  offcnfive 
drain.  A fmall  court  for  the  felons 
might  be  made  from  the  wafte  ground 
adjoining,  and  the  common  fewer  arch- 
ed over  would  make  this  part  of  the 
prifon  more  healthy.  Prifonere,  Au- 
guft  f 3th,  1802,  felons  none  j debtors 
two. 

I copied  the  following  Rules  and 
Orders  which  were  hung  up  in  the 
gaol,  viz. 

“ At  the  general  Quarter  Seffion  of  the 
peace,  held  in  and  for  the  Borough  of 
Scarbro’  and  Liberties  thereof,  in  the 
Common  Hall  of  the  faid  Borough,  on 
Tuefday  3d  April,  in  the  6th  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  II, 
and  fo  forth.  Henry  Cotterill,  and  Wil- 
liam Batty,  efqrs.  Bailiffs  of  the  Borough 
aforefaid,  andJuftices  affigned  to  conferve 
the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  with- 
in the  Borough  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
fame  and  fo  forth  : 

Gaolers  fees  fettled  as  follows,  in 
purfuance  of  the  late  A6i  of  Parliament ; 
For  the  difeharge  of  every  debtor,  s.  d. 

for  the  firft  aftion  5 4 

And  for  every  other  a6lion  to  him  1 0 

To  the  turnkey  for  the  firft  adlion 

Is.  and  for  every  other  a6tion6d.  1 6 

For  the  difeharge  of  every  perfon 

from  the  Seffion  6s.  8d.  and  to 


the  turnkey  is 7 • 

For  the  firft  week’s  diet  of  all  the 

prifoners  in  the  gaol  7 0 


And  for  all  further  time  3s.  6d.  a week,  or 
as  the  prifoner  and  gaoler  can  agree,  but 
the  gaoler  is  to  permit  the  prifoner  to  pro- 
vide his  own  meat,  after  the  firft  week,  if 
he  pleafes.  For  lodging,  if  the  gaoler  find 
bed,  bedding,  and  ftieets,  for  the  firft 
night  6d.  and  for  every  other  night  3d. 
If  two  in  a bed  3d.  each.  And  every  pri- 
foner fliall  have  the  liberty  of  finding  the 
fame  if  he  think  proper.  The  gaoler  fhall 
have  the  liberty,  if  he  fee  occafion,  to 
have  two  beds  in  each  room,  but  no 
more.  Every  prifoner  committed  from 
the  bar  by  the  Bailiffs  fhall  pay  the  gaoler 
5s.  and  the  turnkey  is.  Every  perfon 
committed  on  fufpicion  of  felony,  or  mif- 
demeanour  5s.  and  to  the  turnkey  is. 
For  allowing  svery  fuperfedeas,  in  every 
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aftion,  6s.  sd.  For  allowing  every  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus^  befides  conduft  money, 
to  be  paid  and  allowed  according  to  the 
diftance  from  the  faid  gaol  to  the  place 
where  the  body  is  to  be  removed,  6s.  ed. 

Perufed,  examined,  and  allowed  by  us, 
Henry  Cotterill,  and  William  Batty, 
efqrs.  Bailiffs  of  Scarbro’.” 

The  claufes  againft  fpiriluous liquor* 
were  hung  up,  and  underneath  written, 

“ Ordered,  by  the  Bailiffs,  that  the 
gaoler  do  provide  frefh  water  for  the  pri- 
foners every  morning,  and  that  the  fame 
be  placed  in  fuch  convenient  part  of  the 
gaol  as  the  prifoners  may  have  accefs  to. 
That  fuch  of  the  prifoners  as  are  unable 
to  work,  or  cannot  find  employment,  and 
have  no  other  means  of  fubfiftence,  fhall, 
on  application  to  the  magiftrates,  be  fup- 
plicd  with  provifion  from  the  poor-houfe. 

John  Travis,  Town  Clerk." 

Malton  Town  Gaol,  called  the 
Black  Hole  \ a ('mail  narrow  arched 
lace  about  17  feet  by  14  feet  3 inches* 
len  and  Women  are  feparate  during 
confinement,  and  are  brought  from  the 
North  Riding  Hoiife  of  Corre6lion  to 
the  Seffions  in  this  town,  which  arc 
held  once  in  two  years.  The  keeper 
furnirties  his  prifoners  with  vitluaU 
from  the  adjoining  public  houfe.  The 
only  ventilation  thofe  places  receive  is 
through  an  iron-grating  in  each  door 
about  feven  inches  fquare.  They  have 
barrack  bedfleads  which  are  fupplied 
with  frefh  ftraw  every  three  or  four 
months.  The  conllablc  is  the  keeper. 
No  falary.  Prifoners,  Auguft  Slfi, 
1802,  none. 

1 was  tempted  to  vifit  the  poor-houfe 
of  this  place  from  the  infeription  on 
a (lone  in  front  of  it ; and  that  I might 
fecure  to  myfelf  treaimevt,  got  a 
refpeclable  gentleman  of  the  town  to 
accompany  me. 

“ This  houfe  for  employing  and  main- 
taining the  poor  of  New  Malton  is  the 
generous  gift  of  the  right  honourable  Tho- 
mas Earl  of  Malton,  Lord  of  this  Manor. 

Alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  the  honourable 
Henry  Finch,  and  fir  William  Wentworth, 
Bart,  the  two  Members  of  Parliament  for 
this  borough  gave  300l.  for  promoting 
and  carrying  on  fo  good  a defign. 

In  grateful  memory  of  thefe  benefac- 
tions, this  ftone  was  humbly  dedicated 
in  1/33.  Rebuilt  in  1789,  when  Earl 
Fitzvvilliam  gave  ilool.  towards  the  fame.’* 

I expected  tt)  have  found  the  fame 
pious  care  and  atieution  here,  which  I 
have  before  obferved  at  Plymouth,. 
Dover,  &:c.  but  was  grievouHy  difap- 

poinied  ; 
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poiiiled  ; for  none  of  the  children 
(though  fome  appeared  to  be  12  or  14 
years  of  age)  knew  any  thing  of  their 
Catechlfm,  nor  could  any  of  them 
read,  or  even  fpeH,  that  had  not  been 
taught  before  they  came  there.  No  re- 
ligious duties  whatever.  No  emplov- 
jnent,  every  davfpetU  in  idh  iiefs.  The 
houfe  for  the  keeper  is  a very  good 
one,  arid  behind  it  is  a very  long  build- 
ing admirably  calcukited  for  work- 
rooms, and  where  a nuiniifaftorv  mav 
be  verv  profitably  efiabldhed  ; there  is 
a fine  ftream  of  water,  which  at  a few 
pounds  expence  might  rnn  through  tlie 
buildings,  and  is  capable  of  turning 
wheels  for  weaving,  fpinning,  &c  Ni- 
cholas Sewer,  the  governor  of  tlie  wotk- 
honfe,  contradls  for  the.  maintenance 
of  the  poor  at  2s.  4d.  a head  per  wi  ek, 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  lown-raies  for 
maintaining  the  paupers.  He  has  a 
good  garden  to  his  hnnfe,  and  keeps 
them  well;  to  do  himjuliice,  1 never 
faw  children  look  »iore  healthy,  d’a- 
ble  diet,  Sunday  and  Thnrfduy,  milk 
and  oatmeal  hreakfalt  ; beef  and  vege- 
tables, dinner;  broth  rnj)per.  Monday, 
wheal  cake  and  111  iik  dinner ; milk  and 
break,  breakfaU  and  I’upper.  Tnefday, 
peafe  broth  and  beef  dinner  ; milk  and 
bread  to  breakfali,  and  broth  to  fnpper. 
IVednefday , rice-pudding  dinner  ; milk 
and  bread  breakfali  and  fnpper.  Friday, 
fait  filh  and  potart'cs  dinner;  milk  and 
bread  breakfali ; brodi  (upper.  Sa/nr- 
dau,  French  barley  fiirmemv  dinner; 
milk  and  oatmeal  breakfali  and  fnpper. 
In  dear  times  the  governor  has  an  al- 
lowance of  five  or  ten  guineas  from 
the  Town  extra,  and  with  which  he 
is  failsfied.  Number  of  poor  in  the 
houl'e,  old  men  anrl  women,  fifteen  ; 
boys  and  girh,  feventeen.  1 cannot 
dole  this  account  without  remarking 
l)r)W  highly  brneficial  the  cafeehijin^ 
of  children  in  all  work-houfes  twice  a 
week  would  be.  Some  ferious,  plain, 
familiar  difeourfe  on  the  areal  practical 
principles  and  duties  ofKe'igion  (eems 
neceffarv  for  the  older  people,  who  are 
very  ignorant,  and  without  it  can  re- 
ceive but  little  advantage  from  aitend- 
lr>.g  public  worfliip  and  hearing  Ser- 
mons there. 

I know  the  pleafnre  yon  will  re- 
ceive in  addifig  by  way  of  poftfeript  to 
my  letter  on  the  fubjed  of  Mahon 
poor-houfe,  that  my  Iricnrl  there  in- 
f 'rms  me  in  his  leiter  dated  29Lh  Mav, 
1805,  ‘‘  lor  the  lafr  two  years  the 
chilciren  have  atteitdcd  the  Swday 


fchooly  by  the  rules  of  which  they  " 
are  obliged  to  be  clean  wafhed  and 
combed.” 

I wifli  fome  mention  had  been  niadt  t 
of  Employment,  that  the  long  range  of^ 
building  was  ufefnllv  appropriated,  or 
anv  religious  inftiuction  within  doors. 
'^I'here  is  a fmall  religious  trad  pnblilh- 
ed  by  the  excellent  Doctor  Booker, 

\\  hicli  I wifi]  was  introduced  into  every  j 
vvoikhonfe  in  the  kingdom,  it  is  (in 
my  opinion)  well  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pole,  and  does  erpial  honour  to  his 
head  and  bis  heart.  It  is  intitled  A 
plain  Form  of  Chridian  Worllrip  for 
tfie  Ufe  of  Fariih  Workhoules  and  In- 
firiTiaries  at  Is.  6d.  per  doz.  or  2d« 
each,  at  No.  56,  Rond-Oreet. 

Knaresborough  Prison  for  Debt- 
ors. Ill  the  Honour  or  Fureftof  Knaref- 
borougb,  I be  Liberty  including  nine- 
teen townfliijrs,  &c.  is  lUe  property  of 
the  Duke  of  Devunfiire,  lelfee  to  his 
Majefty,  and  almolt  the  only  remains  i 
of  a cattle  granted  by  King  Ectward  III, 
to  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancajiet ; 
was  formerly  one  room  12  feet  Iquare, 
w'ilh  a chimney  and  glazed  window, 
and  an  inner  room  8 feet  fquare,  which 
had  no  window.  A new  gaol  has  been 
bmlt  about  eight  years  in  the  callle- 
yard.  Vl  illiam  Ellifon,  gaoler,  who 
ofiiciates  by  a deputy  (Edward  Jeft'ery); 
lalarynone;  fees,  6s  8d.  Allow,  11  ce, 
none  whatever,  not  even  draw  to  lie 
upon.  No  w’ater  but  what  is  feiched 
from  the  low  n.  No  chaplain  or  ndi- 
gioiis  atieniion.  No  furgeon.  This 
jirilon  conlills  of  two  lleeping  rooms, 
each  about  15  feet  by  8,  in  one  of 
wl  ic  I there  is  a fire  place  and  a privy 
in  one  corner,  with  lofty  and  arched 
cielings.  The  doors  have  each  an  iron 
cylinder  to  admit  the  debtor’s  pruvi- 
fions,  ddie  window,  placed  very  liigh, 
is  of  a femicircular  thape,  clofe  glazed, 
and  without  a cafement,  Co  that  1 did 
not  w'ondcr  to  tind  the  pri  ones'S  had 
broke  the  glafs  to  preveni  I'ntlocation, 
tire  only  place  for  admiflion  of  air  is 
an  apenure  in  the  wall,  9 inches  by 
2 i,  and  even  that  is  almoR  (lopped 
up  by  ail  iron  bar  one  inch  thick, 
placed  lengthwife.  Ventilation  might 
be  introduced  by  an  iron-grated  wiei- 
dovv  in  ibe  wall  towards  the  cafile ; 
and  it  would  have  this  farther  conve- 
nience, the  debtor  might  fee  bis  friends 
and  receive  \ i6lua!s  without  the  trouble 
of  taking  the  gaoler  from  his  work* 
fliop  and  palling  through  fix  doors  to 
gain  admittance. 
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. i8o5‘]  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks 

A begging-box  fufpended  from  this 
It  iron-;grated  window  would  in  all  pro- 
I baoility  cotnpenfate  for  No  Allowance, 
kby  lol*cmng  the  nonce  of  ihe  nome^ 
rrons  gentry  who  refort  hither  to  fee 
I'the  ruins  of  this  once  firnons  callle. 
At  prefent  it  bears  no  appearance  of  a 
gmfon,  and  thoulands  may  go  awav 
‘■wnhont  knowing  it  to  be  a place  of 
xonanement.  There  is  a fmall  fla^rged 
court,  17  feet  by  8,  but  of  which,  the 
i^vonien  told  m ■>,  the  prifoners  had  (el- 
jdoai  the  ufe,  on  account  of  its  being 
infecure,  and  not  under  the  keeper's 
'triew.  When  the  pnfon  was  bui  t,  a 
kJoor  opened  into  the  cakle-yard,  but 
this  I found  bricked  up. 

There  is  fomeihing  fo  afteaing  In 
the  fullowing  detail,  that  I cannot  help 
cranfcribing  it  here,  though  publifhed 
' n the  fecond  edition  of  my  “ Account 
of  Debtors.” 

By  a letter  to  me,  dated  29th  June, 
IIBOQ,  the  only  prifoner  here  was  WiU 

I iam  Eimllev,  committed  for  debt  30th 
iTune,  1799;  who  fays,  any  perfon 
|!wi(bing  to  fee  him,  upon  obtaining  the 
j gaoler’s  leave,  mull  pafs  through  fix 
iloors.  He  has  only  the  yard  abote- 
jlefcribed  to  walk  in  ; the  window  and 
jyall  fo  high,  that  he  has  very  little 
jight  or  air.  That,  fince  he  came  in, 
le  had  a fellow-prifoner,  but  he  only 
ived  ten  weeks  ; he  himfelf  had  been 

II  for  feveu  weeks;  and  that  the  pre- 
ervation  of  his  life  was  owing  to  the 
.ratuiious  attendance  of  Mr.  Da!v,  fur- 
;eon  at  Harrogate,  and  Mr.  Dent,  lur- 
•eon  atKnarefborough.  Eimfley’s  debt 
/as  17 1.  3s.  Colts  111.  7s.  Hd.  Nei- 
.:ier  the  a(51  for  prefervaiion  of  health, 

or  theclaufes  againfl  fpirituous  liquors, 
/ere  hung  up  ; but  1 found  the  gaol 
oth  light  and  clean.  Prifoners,  2d 
•ept.  1802,  none. 

Knaresborough  Prison,  for  town 
sbtors,  called  Nine  Holts,  from  the 
^aces  betwfixt  the  nine  iron  bars  in 
le  window,  which  gives  it  all  the 
ght  it  receives.  It  is  under  the  town- 
all,  and  confifts  of  one  wretched  room, 

3 feet  fquare,  and  6 feet  high,  wfith 
»e  above-deferibed  window,  17  inches 
1/6.  No  court-yard;  no  water;  no 
lowance.  In  this  fad  place  two 
Isbtors  (Harrifon  and  Wetherhall),  a 
iiv  years  ago,  were  confined  fix 
onths.  Formerly  the  common  fewer 
Dm  the  town  ran  through  it  unco- 
red ; and  an  officer,  who  was  con- 
led  in  it  for  a few  days,  took  in  with 
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him  a dog  to  di-feiul  him  fiom  th« 
If'rmiu  ; but  the  dog  was  loon  de- 
iiroyed,  and  the  prilonei  s face  much 
disfigured  bj  tliem  ; but  the  floor  is 
now  paved,  and  itie  drain  covered. 

KNaRESBoRouGfi  IownGaol,  for 
elons,  called  Small  liars,  is  under  the 
feuding  place  of  ihe  fliyju  ufitone  fieps 
that  lead  up  to  the  Town  Hail,  only 
one  room  13  feel  8 inches  by  5 'eet, 
the  roof  arched  with  brick.  At  the 
quarter  fellions  there  are  Ibmetiiues  (I 
was  informed)  five  or  fix  jrriioners, 
men  and  women,  confined  in  it  for  % 
night  or  tvvo.  The  conltable  is  the 
keeper.  Both  thele  laft  mentioned 
priions  were  very  diriy.  No  eourt 
yard.  No  water.  Pnf)neis  2d  Sep* 
tern  be  r,  1802  ; none. 

All  thafe  leffer  prifons  ffiould  be 
abolifhed,  and  an  unifirm  c*tde  of 
laws  framed  for  the  police  of  all  gaols. 
Itie  laws  of  a kingdom  ought  to  be 
general  and  uniform  in  a well-re^a* 
laied  Hate, 

My  dear  fir,  narrowgalt.  Sept. 

^ , 2,  1802. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I found 
it  lb  full  of  company  that  no  tolerable 
lodgings  could  he  procured  ; my  flay 
will  therefore  be  fliorter  than  I in- 
tended. Tomorrow  evening  I propofe 
fetting  out  for  Rippon.  You  would 
fearcely  imagine  this  to  be  a place  for 
invalids,  but  rather  the  relbri  of  the 
gay,  the  young,  and  the  healthy,  af- 
lembled  from  all  parts.  “ SptSiatum 
venint  venint  fpeSitnluruui  ipfee.  Bil- 
liards, raffles,  cards,  and  tlrefs,  foe 
the  evenings  dance  feems  to  occupy 
the  whole  time. 

II  it  had  been  my  gqod  fortune  to 
have  vifited  this  place  during  the  con- 
finement #>f  the  above  unforiunato 
debtors  in  the  gaol  at  Knarefborough, 
(and  of  which  I hope  fouie  future  vifi- 
tors  will  take  the  hint)  I fhould  have 
folicited  fome  of  my  fair  countrywo- 
men to  fet  on  fool  a fiihfcription  for 
their  releafe,  and  for  its  fbccefs  I have 
not  the  leaft  doubt;  tlieir  hearts  ever 
fenfible  to  compalfion,  are  prone  to 
tendernefs  upon  the  flighteff  incite- 
ment. I was  almofi  ferry  that  there 
was  no  occafion;  it  might  have  pro- 
duced the  alterations  I have  before 
fuggefled. 

Adieu,  my  dear  fir;  and  believe  mo 
with  unfeigned  regard. 

Yours,  &c.  Ja3.  Neild. 

Mr, 


NjcKOIS  end  Sojr,  FrinterSf  Lion  Pajfage,  pket  Stmt. 
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LETTER  XXII.  ON  PRISONS. 

T,,  tt  Sam  brook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban,  September  .5. 

II  admiroit  la  bonne  police  de  ces 
‘‘  villcs,  la  juftice  exercee  en  faveur  du 
pauvre  contre  le  riche,  la  bonne  edu- 
cation  des  enfans,  qu’on  accouturaoit  a 
“ Tobciffance,  au  travail,  a la  fobriete,  a 
“ I’amour  des  arts,  on  des  lettres,  I’exaft- 
“ itude  pour  toutes  les  ceremonies  de  la 
Religion,  le  dilintereffement,  le  defir 
“ de  r honneur,  la  fidelite  pour  les  hom- 
“ mes,  et  la  crainte  pour  les  Dieux,  que 
chaquc  pere  inifpiroit  a les  enfans.” 

Telemaque,  L.  2. 

HEN  we  refled 
^ ^ upon  the  thoufands, 

^ and  tens  of  thou- 
^ ^ fands,  of  our  fellow 

,5^  creatures,  many  of 

induf- 

trious  and  adding  a furplus  of 
wealth  to  the  country,  annually 
immerfed  in  prifons,  at  an  expenfe 
to  the  community,  and  the  lols  of 
labour,  with  the  extindion  of  mo- 
rals; the  patriotic  and  humane 
mind  contemplates  the  fcenc  with 
pain,  and  naturally  inquires,  whence 
are  thefe  evils,  and  what  aie  the 
remedies,  in  order  to  realize  the 
ideas  ofFenelon^,  drawn  trom  the 
ao-c  of  Sefodris  5 and  the  mduaions 
of  Anderfon,  founded  on  the  in- 
duftry  which  ought  to  pervade  the 
nation  ! The  lower  orders  of  the 
people,”  he  obferves,  arc  the 
bees  that  coifed  the  honey  upon 
which  the  whole  hive  muft  be  fub- 
fifted.  If  they  are  numerous,  itrong. 


* When  Lord  Peterborough  lodged  with 
this  amiable  Prelate  at  Cambrav  he  was 

fo  charmed  with  his  virtues  and  t dents, 

that  he  exclaimed  at  Parting) 

<«  here  any  longer,  I ftall  become  aChnC- 

tian  in  fpite  of  myfelf.” 


and  a dive,  and  if  they  have  proper 
materials  within  their  reach,  on 
which  that  adivity  may  be  exerted, 
abundance  will  be  felt  in  eve^ 
corner,  and  all  ranks  of  citizens  will 
be  enabled  to  move  in  their  feveral 
fpheres  with  dignity  and  deco- 
rum f 

Whoever  has  perufed  the  pre- 
ceding letters,  or  lliall  confider  the 
future,  will  be  amply  convinced 
that  the  prefent  fyftera  of  imprifon- 
ment  is  rather  calculated  to  fofler 
and  ex’tend  profligacy  than  to  pro- 
mote virtue,  or  elfed  reformation ; 
for  the  moment  that  a delinquent 
enters  a prifon,  his  charader  if 
blafted  ; and  at  his  liberation  a 
choice  of  evils  only  are  prefented, 
—to  beg,  to  Real,  or  to  perlih  from 
want ; for  where  is  the  perfon  who 
will  employ  him  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  promote  the  redemption  of 
a criminal,  and  the  lecurity  of  pub- 
lic or  private  property,  it  is  the  duty 
as  well  as  the  intereft  of  the  Legif- 
lature,  to  recommend  and  enforce 
thofe  meafures  beft  adapted  to  re- 
claim the  vicious,  and  enable  him 
to  retrieve  his  charader,  and  there- 
by render  a lott  man  a produdive 
member  of  the  community. 

To  effed  thefe  objedts,  a criminal, 
on  his  admiflion  into  prifon,  Ihould 
fuffer  folitary  confinement,  and  be 
reftrained  to  bread  and  water  for 
food  as  long  as  he  refufes,  and  no 
longer,  to  engage  in  lome  ad  ot 
induftry  or  produd  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  fhould  be  informed, 
that  by  good  behaviour  he  has  a 
mean,  and  the  only  mean  of  re- 
trieving his  chara6l:er  5 for  idle- 
nefs,”  as  Dr,  South  obferves  m his 

t Obfervations  on  National  fnduftry. 

’ Sermons, 


jSS  Dr*  Lfttfom’s  Twinty-Jicond Letter  on  Frifons.  [Sept. 


Sermons,  is  both  itfelf  a great 
fin,  and  the  caufe  of  many  more.” 

Under  this  regimen  he  will  be 
Induced  to  prefer  fome  fpecies  of 
labour  j and  under  the  ftimulus  of 
enjoying  a portion  at  lead  of  its 
produ6t,  he  will  gradually  acquire 
habits  of  induthy,  which  ufiially 
lead  to  fobriety,  and  prepare  the 
mind  for  the  reception  of  moral  in- 
llru6tion ; and,  as  Hooker  juftly 
fays,  Education  and  intlru6lion 
arc  the  means,  the  one  by  ufe,  the 
other  by  precept,  to  make  our  na- 
tural faculty  of  reafon  both  the  bet- 
ter and  the  fooner  to  judge  rightly 
between  truth  and  reafon,  good 
and  evil.”  Hence,  opport\milics 
of  leifure  fliould  be  employed  in 
the  perufal  of  fuitable  books  3 fuch 
as  the  following  : 

**  Sellon’s  Abridgment  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,”  12mo. 

“ Burden’s  Vhllnae  Sernions,”  12nio. 

**  The  earned;  Perfnafton  to  the  fe- 
rious  Obfervaiion  of  the  Lord’s  Day,” 
iSmo. 

“ A Country  Clergyman’s  Advice  to 
his  Pariftiioners,”  l2mo. 

“ Friendly  Advice  from  a INIiniiler 
to  the  Servants  of  his  Parllh,*’  i2mo. 

A plain  I'orm  of  C’hridian 
filp  for  the  Ule  of  Paridi  Workhnnfes 
and  Infirmaries,”  at  Is.  (id.  per  doz. 
or  2d.  each,  at  No.  56,  Bond-ftreet. 

To  thefe  ihouldinvaviably  be  add- 
ed the  NewTedament;  for,  a.s  Dean 
Swift,  in  his  INIifcellanies,  aptly  dif* 
criminated,  **  The  Syftem  of  Mora- 
lity to  be  gathered  out  of  the  wri- 
tings of  Antient  Sages,  falls  very 
lltortof  that  delivered  in  thcGofpel.” 

Thefe  and  fimilar  religious  books 
lliould  be  read  to  the  prilbnt  r.s  by 
the  keeper  or  fome  perfon  in  each 
ward,  or  by  any  prifoner  who  can 
read,  who  might  alfo  fiy  prayers 
at  lead  once  a day,  not  in  a hady 
carelefs  manner,  but  ever^tyith  that 
foljemnity  which  becomes  a frail  d- 
inte  being  in  alking  adidauce  from 
infinite  Perfeftion.  “Prayer,”  fays 
Stfllingdeet,  “ among  men,  is  fup- 
pofed  the  means  to  change  the  per- 
foh  to  whom  we  pray  j but  prayer 
to  God  doth  not  change  him,  but 


fits  us  to  receive  the  things  prayed 
for.”  And  Taylor,  in  his  excellent 
Guide  to  Devotion,  affords  the  com* 
fort,  that  “ he  who  prays  defpair$ 
not ; but  fad  is  the  condition  of  him 
that  cannot  pray  ; happy  arc  they 
that  can,  and  do,  and  love  todo  it.” 

When  a prifoner  fhall  have  ac- 
quired, by  purfuing  the  means  re- 
commended, a moral  and  induf- 
trioQs  charafter  during  confinemeot, 
he  Ibould  be  favoured,  on  his  libe- 
ration, with  a certificate  from  the 
Magidrate,  gaoler,  or  keeper,  to  this 
purport,  and  likewife  a Bible  and 
Tedament,  bound  and  lettered  thus  : 

“ Prefented  to  A.  B.  as  a tefiimonial 

“ of  his  moral  and  indufirious  con- 

“ du6l  under  affliction.” 

Thus  a motive  to  reformation 
would  be  given  ; and  hence  lod  cha- 
racter being  retrieved,  the  prifoner, 
on  regaining  his  liberty,  might  be 
enabled  to  gain  his  fubfidence  by 
employment,  which,  without  a cha- 
racter, would  be  impracticable  j 
whence,  theft  in  one  fex  and  pro- 
ftitutioii  in  the  other  would  mod 
probably  be  the  alternatives  ; but  a 
perfon  with  a certificate  of  good 
bell  a vioLir,  and  carrying  under  his 
arm  a Bible  as  a tedimonial  of  it, 
would  not  be  repulfed  from  every 
door,  or  debarred  from  every  means 
ol  lupport  ; he  would  enter  the 
world  as  a new  being,  and  would 
meet  with  that  encouragement  and 
protection  which  renovated  charac- 
ter might  hope  for. 

The  want  ot  any  tedimonial  of 
charac-ter  1 have  often  had  occa- 
lions  of  lamenting.  One  cafe  I fhall 
advert  to,  which  occurred  during^ 
my  attendance  on  the  late  Lord 
(jeorge  Gordon  in  Newgate.  In 
going  to  the  State  fide  of  this  pri- 
fon,  the  womeii’.s  ward  is  necef- 
larily  pnded,  the  key  of  which  \va5 
entruded  to  a young  woman  whofe. 
name  1 learned,  from  the  repeated 
calls  upon  her,  to  be  Pol  Graham. 
She  had  a lover,  who  had  been  ar- 
reded  for  a crime  which  occafioned 
his  tranfportation  to  New  South- 
Wales.  To  prevent  his  conviction 
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iSoj.l  Afr*  Ncild’s  Remarks 

{he  falfely  fwore  ail  alihi  j for  this 
fhe  was  condemned  to  two  years 
imprifonment ; under  which  Ihe 
conducted  herfelf  with  fo  much  pro- 
priety as  to  induce  the  late  benevo- 
lent John  Kirby  to  promote  her  to 
the  office  of  Locker-up  to  the  wo- 
men. In  my  vifits  I obferved  her 
uniformly  employed  in  fome  a6l  of 
induffiy,  which  induced  me  to  re- 
quetl  her  to  call  upon  me  at  the 
expiration  of  her  conhnement,  when 
I would  endeavour  to  procure  her 
a (ituation  in  a family  3 but,  after 
every  favourable  recommendation, 
the  moment  that  iSTewgrate  was 

O 

introduced,  in  vain  was  any  further 
appeal,  and  fhe  feemed  doomed  to 
realize  the  defer! ptive  poefy  of  the 
author  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  and  the 
Fool  of  Q-uality*  : 

Alas  I thofe  fhrinking  friends  decline. 

Nor  longer  own  that  form  divine  ; 

“ With  fear  they  mark  the  following  cry, 
**  And  from  the  lovely  trembler  fly  ; 

Or  backward  drive  her  on  the  coaft, 

“ Where  peace  was  wreck’d,  and  honour 
“ loft  ; 

“ From  Earth  thus  hoping  aid  in  vain  j 
“ To  Heaven  not  daring  to  complain  j 
“ No  truce  by  hoftile  clamour  given, 

“ And  from  the  face  of  Friendthip  driven, 
“ The  nymph  links  proftrate  on  tha  ground 

With  all  her  weight  of  woes  around.” 

Brooke’s  Female  Seducers. 

At  length,  however,  Fol  Gra- 
ham gained  adrniffion  into  a fami- 
ly, where  her  good  behaviour  ac- 
quired her  a decent  ellablilhment 
by  marriage ; thus,  by  her  own 
exertions,  in  great  meafarc,  was 
ffie  reinllatcd  in  fociety  3 and,  were 
the  plan  I have  curforily  fketched, 
or  any  improvement  of  it,  adopted 
in  prifons,  many  more  would  be 
faved  from  ruin,  in  the  judgment  of 
' John  Coakley  Lettsom. 

Ripon  Liberty  Gaol.  Robert 
Braithwaite,  gaoler ; ne  is  likewife  a 

* Beyond  thefe  excellent  produ6fions, 
Brooke  was  fcarcely  known ; but  the 
authors  of  the  Monthly  Review  (vol. 
XLVII.  N.  Ss  p.  292)  have  raifed  him  to 
genuine  diftinftion  as  a Poet.  So  little 
had  his  merit  been  appreciated,  that  it 
was  my  lot  as  an  Executor,  to  difpofe  of 
tour  thick  8vo  volumes  of  his  Poetry  for 
half  a crown  the  fett. 
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Sheriff^ s- officer  ^ falary  none.  Fees, 
debtors  10s  6cb  felons  3s.  4d  Chap- 
lain none,  or  any  religious  attention. 
Surgeon  none  ; when  one  is  wanted 
he  is  ordered  by  ffie  Mayor,  and  paid 
by  the  Liberty.  Allowance  to  debtors, 
none  vvhate\er  ; to  felons,  6d.  a day. 
PriConers,  September  3,  1802,  none. 

This  gaol  is  the  property  of  the 
Archbifliop,  by  a charier  from  King 
Edward  IV.  Hts  Court  adjoining,  is 
called  the  Court  Military.  'The  Liber- 
ty includes  twenty- four  pariffies.  For 
debtors  there  are  four  good  rooms  iit 
ffie  keeper’s  honfe,  and  a very  large 
room  where  ffie  Grand  Jury  meet,  to 
which  ffie  afeent  is  by  a flight  of  twelve 
ftone  fleps.  This  is  called  the  High: 
Gaol.  No  free  ward.  If  the  debtor 
furnifhes  his  own  bed,  he  pays  Is.  per 
week  ; if  the  keeper  provides  a bed, 
each  debtor  pays  2s.  per  week. 

On  the  ground  floor,  called  the 
Low  Gaol,  are  two  cells  for  felons, 
both  dark,  damp,  and  oflenfive  ; one 
5 yards  by  2 yards  and  a half,  lighted 
and  ventilated  by  a fmall  iron-grating 
in  ihe  door.  The  other,  about  4 yard* 
and  a half  fquare,  has  a fmall  iron- 
grated  and  glazed  window.  Straw  on 
the  floor.  No  privy.  No  water.  The 
A61:  for  the  prefervation  of  health  and 
claufes  againft  fpirituous  liquors  are 
confpicuoully  hung  up  The  court  is 
fpacious  and  airy,  being  80  yards  by 
50,  but  the  wall  being  only  6 feet  high, 
prifoners  have  not  the  uie  of  it.  A 
Court  of  Requefts  for  the  recovery  of 
fmall  debts  is  held  every  three  weeks 
in  the  Court  Military.  Charles  Har? 
ril’on,  clerk  of  the  Court;  (alary  21 1. 
per  anmnn. 

Ripon  Gaol,  for  the  Canon  Fee 
Court,  belongs  to  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Ripon.  Gaoler,  George  Idle, 
who  is  a Sheriff’s-officer  ; falary  2ll. 
Fees,  debtors  15s.  4d.  ; criminals  Is, 
Allowance  to  debtors,  none  whatever. 
To  criminals,  4d.  a day,  which  ffie 
gaoler  receives,  and  likewife  all  their 
earnings,  and  for  winch  he  maintains 
them.  It  is  not  only  a gaol  for  that 
Court,  but  a houfe  of  correftion  for 
the  Liberty.  Three  upper  rooms  for 
debtors,  but  no  free  ward.  If  the  elector 
finds  his  own  bed,  he  pays  Cd.  a week  j 
if  the  keeper  furniflies  a bed,  each  debtor 
pays  Is.  6d.  per  week.  The  Bridewell 
part,  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor, 
8 feet  by  7,  one  of  which  is  totally 
dark,  the  other  has  no  light  but  what 
IS  admitted  through  a fmall  hole  in 
the  door.  No  court.  No  water.  The 
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for  the  prefervation  of  health  and 
the  claufes  againft  fpirituous  liquors 
not  hunti  up.  The  whole  |)rifon  very 
cliriv.  No  leliErlous  aitehtiou.  ^Vhen 
k furgeon  is  wanted,  he  is  ordered  by 
the  Mayor.  Piifoners,  September  3, 
1802,  none. 

Northallerton  BLidewelL. 
Thomas  Shepherd  keejher,  falary  70I.  ; 
fees  2s.  and  for  removal  rrl  iranfporis 
Is.  per  mile.  (Jha plain,  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilkinfon  ; ftlary  20!.  Duly,  pray- 
ers and  (ermon  on  Sundays.  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Dighion  ; I’alary,  none  ; makes  a 
bill.  Allowance  yd.  a day.  Number 
of  prifoueis,  September  4,  1802,  fix- 
tee  n. 

This  prifon  for  the  Nor'h  Riding  is 
removed  from  Thirfi-c,  and  has  been 
built  about  20  years.  The  Sedions 
Houfe,  under  which  arc  the  gaoler’s 
ajiartments,  adjoins ; the  whole  is  near- 
ly inclofed  bv  a boundary  wall  ; the 
building  has  a (livable  front,  and  each 
has  a very  fpacious  and  airy  court,  fo 
that  the  (exes  are  comp'c'e’y  feparate; 
there  is  likewife  fuQicient  room  for  the 
growth  of  vegetables.  At  one  end  of 
the  prifon  \>  a fmall  coin-  t-yard  with  a 
wafli-!ionfe  and  bail),  rvi  ii  a door  for 
men  and  women  alternan  lv.  On  the 
ground  Hour  tltcu;  are  ig  ceils  about 
4 yaids  (qnare,  luo  of  vvhicli  are  fo- 
litary,  wiih  a c\ In-tder  in  each  door  ; 
tbev  are  di\ided  from  each  otb.e:  by  a 
palfage  ol  two  yards  wide,  winch  tias 
a window  at  one  end:  ai  the  o'ber 
end  is  a large  \vork-rooui,  ufedoo  Son 
day  as  a olttipel,  where  the  Roles  and 
Orders  for  the  go  ernment  of  the  pri- 
lon  are  coofpienoi  1 lly  hong  up.  Tlierv* 
is  I'kewile  anoiliei-  work-room  8 \aids 
fijuare.  A Gc  man-liove  in  the  loliliy 
conveys  warmth  to  tin’s  part  of  the  i'tl 
fon.  On  file  upper  (iorv  are  tuo  fpa- 
cions  rooms,  one  to  w.ork  in,  and  the 
Other,  called  the  Bell-room,  for  the 
tnrnkev  ; here  the  women  ha\e  fi\e 
llcepinv-cells  and  a work  room,  the 
fame  fizc  as  the  men’s,  :ind  divided  by 
a paffage  two  yards  wide.  'I'ltc  North- 
Riding  allows  plank-l)  dfeads,  v.iili 
llraw  in  ticking,  two  lilanke's,  and  a 
co\erlit.  The  cells  have  niched  roofs, 
but  are  badly  veniilaicd.  I found  the 
prifitn  very  dean. 

Richmond  Gaol  ; for  the  very  ex- 
(cnfive  Liberty  of  Richmond  and 
hchmondflure,  formerly  the  property 
i>f  Lord  l]()lder7iefs,  afterwards  of  Sir 
Thomas  Dundas,  now  of  the  Duke  of 
Leeds, 


Gaoler,  Robert  JVright,  falary  5l. ; 
fees,  debtors  6s.  8d.  and  Is.  to  the 
turnkey;  befldes  which  the  Under  She- 
riH’  demands  Ss.  for  his  liberate.  Gar- 
nilh  2s.  4d;  1 copied  the  following 

Order  from  a Table  of  Fees  hung  up 
in  the  prifon  ; it  is  dated  17th  Auguft 
1671,  figneu  W.  Wylde  and  Ty.  Lyt~ 
tleton  : 

“ Every  perfon  or  perfons  that  fhall  be 
committed  upon  any  warrant,  upon  his, 
her,  or  their  commitmerit  to  gaol,  fhall 
pay  to  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  2s.  4d.  for 
their  garni/h.” 

No  chaplain,  or  anv  religious  atten- 
tion whatever.  No  furgeon.  Allow- 
ance Is.  per  week  to  I’ucli  debtors  as 
are  certihcaied  as  paupers. 

This  prifon  is  for  debtors  only. 
There  are  two  courts  ; the  outer,  29 
yards  by  13,  is  the  keeper’s  garden,  the 
walls  only  6 feet  high,  fo  that  only 
tbofe  who  are  arreded  for  fmall  fums, 
and  in  whom  the  gaoler  places  confi- 
dence, oan  be  indulged  with  the  ufe 
of  it.  The  inner  court  is  £1  yards  by 
8,  and  has  a well  in  it.  Debtors  have 
a day-room,  and  a large  work  or  fileep- 
ing-room  which  opens  into  the  court  t 
tltis  is  a free  ward,  and  for  which  they 
pay  nothing,  but  find  their  own  beds  ; 
there  is  likewife  a free  ward  for  women 
in  the  keeper’s  houfe.  Mailer’s  fide 
debtors  haxegood  rooms  in  the  houl’e, 
to  which  the  kec])er  fornilhes  bed  and 
bedding  at  2s.  6d.  per  week  ; if  the 
debtor  finds  his  own  bed  he  pays  Ss. 
per  week.  The  poorer  clafs  have  beds 
luruiined  by  the  keeper  at  Is.  6d.  and 
all  bate  the  ufe  of  the  gaoler’s  fire  : as 
the  county  allows  no  firing,  it  is  a very 
lortunate  cncuinliance  that  the  kee|)er 
is  coniinidionate  and  humane,  for  his 
lalary  is  noi  fufiicteut  to  pro\ ide  coals 
even  for  liis  own  ufe.  The  prifon 
clean.  Neither  the  ticl  for  preferva- 
tion  of  health  nor  claufes  againll  fpi- 
rituoiis  liquors  hung  up.  Prifoners, 
February  13,  1802,  four;  September 
4'th,  three. 

Richmond  Corporation  or  Borough 
gaol,  'rhomas  Bedford,  gaoler  ; lalary 
.)l.  ; fec>,  felons  Is.  debtors  6s.  8(f. 
Allowance,  debtors  none.  Felons  6d. 
a (lay.  No  chaplain.  No  furgeon. 
This  gaol  is  likewife  the  poor-hoiife, 
and  in  a fine  fuuation,  having  a corn- 
field in  front.  For  felons  there  are 
two  cells  ill-ventilated,  about  four 
yards  fquare,  with  llraw  to  lie  upon  ; 
each  cell  is  lighted  by  a lemicircular 
wiiidovv',  and  has  a fmall  court  attach- 
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ed  to  it,  feparated  from  that  of  the 
poor-houle  by  a wall.  The  criminal 
IS  let  down  into  his  cell  through  a trap 
door  in  the  floor  above,  the  ladder  (of 
fevcn  rounds  or  flaves)  i«  then  drawn 
lip.  For  debtors  there  are  two  good 
rooms  (if  properly  ventilated)  up- flairs, 
thele  are  free  wards  if  the  debtor  finds 
his  own  bed,  but  if  the  gaoler  furniflies 
one  he  charges  2s.  per  week.  To  this 
prifon  all  debtors  are  fent  who  are  ar- 
refled  by  procels  ifl’uing  out  of  the 
Borough  Court.  Neither  the  a6l  for 
the  prelervaiion  of  health  nor  clauCes 
againft  fpirituous  liquors  are  hung  up. 
No  employment.  No  water  accelfible 
to  pvifoners.  The  gaol  very  clean, 
Prifoners,  4ih  September  1802,  debtors 
none  j criminal  one. 

Dear  Sir,  My  letter  from  Harrowgate 
mentioned  mv  intended  departure  for 
Ripon  that  evening.  I had  proceeded 
but  a few  miles  before  I heartily  w'ilh- 
ed  myfelf  back  again.  A violent  florin 
of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  which 
poured  down  in  torrents,  made  it  dif- 
ficult to  proceed.  The  flalhes  were  fo 
vivid  1 could  fee  to  pick  up  a pin  at /the 
bottom  of  the  chaife,  and  I was  glad 


to  take  {heller  in  the  firfl  hovel  which 
could  aftord  it.  We  did  not  reach  Ri- 
pon until  two  in  the  morning.  The 
fncceeding  day  was  as  ferene  and  calm 
as  the  night  had  been  tempeltuous. 
Alter  vilitiug  the  prifons  I went  to 
view  the  Church,  which  has  three 
lofty  fpires,  and  adorned  with  all  the 
magnificence  of  a Cathedral.  Infide 
arc  carious  moualtic  remains  well  worth 
leeing,  but  Come  parts  of  the  carved 
work  exhibit  greater  proofs  of  the  Ar- 
tifl’s  (kill  than  delicacy  in  defiirn.  Stud- 
ley  Park  and  Gardens,  the  excellent 
prelervation  of  the  once  fine  rich  ino- 
nafiery,  of  which  there  are  large  ruins 
remaining,  nmfl  be  the  referved  fub- 
jects  of  converlation  for  my  next  vifit 
at  Grove- bilk  Adieu,  mv  dear  fir, 
and  believe  me  ever  faithfully  vours, 

Jamks  Neild. 

In  the  Magazine  for  Augutl,  p.  695, 
col.  2.1.  37,ybr  Spe6latum  venint,  &c.  read 
Speftaturn  veniunt,  veniunt  fpeAcntur 
ut  ipfse.  * 

P.  693,  1.  2,  for  goal  read  gaol. 

P.  693,  col.  2, 1.  3-2,  for  thofe  read  thefe. 
P.  694,  1.  30,  for  break  read  bread. 

P.  §95,  1.  12,  for  women  read  woman. 


Nichols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Paffage,  Pleet  Street, 
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